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2023  Anniversaries 

1723 300th anniversary 

1723 Jun  1 Kennet Navigation opens throughout Reading–Newbury 

1723 Nov 11 River Tweed ferry disaster: ferryboat capsizes near Melrose (18 killed). 

1773 250th anniversary 

1773 Mar - General Highways Act. 

1773 Apr  8 Leeds & Liverpool Canal opens Bingley–Skipton. 

1773 Oct 11 Penny post introduced in Dublin. 

1773 Dec - Penny post introduced in Edinburgh by “Indian” Peter Williamson. 

 

1823 Bicentenary 

1823 Mar  7 Birth of James Staats Forbes, railway manager (Aberdeen) (d. 1904). 

1823 Mar 12 Carlisle Canal opens. 

1823 Mar 26 Liverpool packet Alert grounds off the Skerries, inbound from Howth (c. 100 killed). 

1823 May 23 Stockton & Darlington Rly amending Act, permitting use of steam locomotives and amendments to route, 

including Croft Depot branch (George Stephenson, engineer). 

1823 May 26 Portsmouth & Arundel Canal opens  

1823 Jun 23 Robert Stephenson & Co. established at Forth Street Works in Newcastle upon Tyne to build steam engines; first 

(stationary) engine ordered Nov, delivered Dec. 

1823 Jul  8 Bude Canal opens. 

1823 Smr - Stanley Embankment completed to carry Holyhead road (Thomas Telford, engineer). 

1823 Aug - Plymouth & Portsmouth Steam Packet Co. begins seasonal operation with PS Sir Francis Drake. 

1823 Sep 26 Plymouth & Dartmoor Rly opens Sutton Pool–King Tor for granite traffic on 4 ft 6 in. (1372 mm) gauge, horse 

worked. 

1823 Oct 15 Birth of William Adams, locomotive engineer (Limehouse) (d. 1904). 

1823 Oct 23 Birth of Henry Tennant, NER General Manager (Countersett, N. Yorks.) (d. 1910). 

1823 Nov 12 Birth of Henry Oakley, GNR General Manager (Marylebone) (d. 1912). 

1823 -- - Butterley Co. completes a Portland Colliery–Codnor Park railway. 

1823 -- - Samuel Brown drives his patent ‘gas-vacuum’ carriage up Shooters Hill, Woolwich. 

1823 c. First cab(riolet)s for hire in London. 

1823 -- ? Tunnel Road, Reigate opened. 

 

1848 175th anniversary 

1848 Jan  1 Birth of (James) Clifton Robinson, tramways manager (Birkenhead) (d. 1910). 

1848 Feb  1 East Anglian Rly opens Watlington–Wisbech. 

1848 Feb  1 Aberdeen Rly opens Guthrie–Montrose and Brechin–Bridge of Dun.* 
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1848 Feb 15 Caledonian Rly opens throughout Glasgow/Edinburgh–Carlisle with through London coaches (official opening Feb 

14). 

1848 Feb 23 South Devon Rly transfers all trains to atmospheric traction Exeter–Newton (Abbot). 

1848 Mar  1 GNR opens first section Grimsby–Louth (extended Sep 4 to Firsby). 

1848 Mar  1 Eastern Counties Rly opens March–St Ives to public. 

1848 Mar 10 Night Mail Carlisle–Glasgow introduced; later in year extended to Perth. 

1848 Apr 11 Northern Counties Rly opens Belfast–Ballymena. 

1848 Apr 17 North Staffordshire Rly opens first section, Norton Bridge–Stoke; Aug 7 Stoke–Uttoxeter; Sep 11 Uttoxeter–

Burton Junction; Oct 9 permanent Stoke-on-Trent station; Oct 14 Stoke–Crewe/Congleton. 

1848 Apr–Oct Llandeilo bridge over River Towy (145 ft/44 m) completed. 

1848 May  1 Chester & Holyhead Rly opens Chester–Bangor, including Conway bridge, up tube, to passengers worked by 

L&NWR (Jun 1 to freight). 

1848 May  5 South Devon Rly opens Totnes–Plymouth (Laira Green) on broad gauge, locomotive worked. 

1848 May  9 Waterford & Limerick Rly opens first section Limerick–Tipperary. 

1848 May 10 GWR Shrivenham accident: express collides with trucks being manually shunted (5 killed). 

1848 May 11 GWR Great Britain attains average 67 mph (107.8 km/h) on Paddington–Didcot run (J. Michael Almond, driver). 

1848 May 22 Scottish Central Rly opens Stirling–Perth, including Moncrieff Tunnel (1220 yds/1120 m) on southern approach to 

Perth (May 23 to public). 

1848 May 22 Glasgow, Paisley, Kilmarnock & Ayrshire Rly opens Busby–Irvine. 

1848 Jun 12 Bolton, Blackburn, Clitheroe & West Yorkshire Rly opens Bolton–Blackburn. 

1848 Jun 12 “Little” North Western Rly opens Lancaster Green Ayre–Morecambe. 

1848 Jun 12 Bristol & Exeter Rly opens Tiverton branch on broad gauge. 

1848 Jun 14 First Swindon Works Trip, to Oxford. 

1848 Jul  3 GS&WR opens to Limerick. 

1848 Jul 11 L&SWR opens London Waterloo station, replacing Nine Elms. 

1848 Jul 20 York & North Midland Rly opens branch to Harrogate (Brunswick) including Crimple Viaduct. 

1848 Jul 22 Sheffield & Tinsley Canal vested in MS&LR. 

1848 Jul 24 Liverpool, Crosby & Southport Rly opens Southport–Waterloo to public (official opening Jul 21). 

1848 Aug  1 Chester & Holyhead Rly opens Llanfair–Holyhead section across Anglesey to passengers. 

1848 Aug  2 Scottish Midland Junction Rly opens Perth–Forfar. 

1848 Aug  2 Belfast & County Down Rly opens first section, Belfast–Holywood. 

1848 Aug  4 Liverpool Dock Trustees open Bramley-Moore dock (Jesse Hartley, engineer). 

1848 Aug  9 Glasgow, Paisley, Kilmarnock & Ayr Rly opens Hurlford–Galston and Kilmarnock–Auchinleck–Muirkirk, including 

Ballochmyle Viaduct over River Ayr, the worlds longest masonry span (181 ft/55 m, completed Mar; John Miller, 

engineer). 

1848 Aug 12 Death of George Stephenson, locomotive and railway engineer (Chesterfield) (b. 1781). 

1848 Aug 14 Crinan Canal vested in Commissioners of Caledonian Canal. 

1848 Aug 14‒21 London & Birmingham Rly drivers de facto strike over disciplinary arrangements. 
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1848 Aug 22 Windsor, Staines & South Western Rly opens Richmond–Datchet worked by L&SWR. 

1848 Aug 23 Glasgow, Paisley, Kilmarnock & Ayr Rly opens Dumfries–Gretna Junction. 

1848 Aug 24 Barque Ocean Monarch of Boston, Mass., out of Liverpool, catches fire off the north Wales coast (178 killed). 

1848 Aug 29 York, Newcastle & Berwick Rly temporarily completes High Level Bridge at Newcastle upon Tyne. 

1848 Aug 31 GWR absorbs Birmingham & Oxford Junction Rly and Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Dudley Rly (both under 

construction). 

1848 Sep  1 L&SWR opens Cosham–Fareham. 

1848 Sep  2 Birth of Cosmo Bonsor, SECR chairman (Great Bookham) (d. 1929). 

1848 Sep  5 Wilts, Somerset & Weymouth Rly opens Thingley Junction–Westbury. 

1848 Sep 15 Birth of Alfred de Glehn, locomotive engineer (London) (d. Mulhouse, 1936). 

1848 Sep 18 Leeds Central station opens. 

1848 c. Sep‒Nov L&NWR, GWR and L&SWR discuss amalgamation. 

1848 Oct  1 L&SWR opens Fareham–Portcreek Junction giving access to Portsmouth. 

1848 Oct  2 Midland Rly opens Skipton–Colne (as lessee of Leeds & Bradford Rly). 

1848 Oct 10 South Devon Rly last uses atmospheric system. 

1848 Oct 16 Shrewsbury & Chester Rly mainline opens (Oswestry branch Dec 23). 

1848 Oct 17 GNR opens Lincoln–Peterborough. 

1848 Oct 18 York, Newcastle & Berwick Rly temporarily completes viaduct at Berwick-upon-Tweed, providing for through 

carriages over East Coast route Edinburgh–London. 

1848 Oct - West Coast Conference of railway companies established. 

1848 Nov  1 GWR opens Reading (Southcote Junction)–Basingstoke on broad gauge. 

1848 Nov  1 First W.H. Smith railway station bookstall opens, at Euston. 

1848 Nov  3 First railway in British Guiana opens, Georgetown–Plaisance, first line in South America. 

1848 Nov 18 Pocklington Canal sold to York & North Midland Rly. 

1848 Nov 23 Padarn Rly locomotive working (slate traffic) commences, using Fire Queen* and Jenny Lind (built by A. Horlock 

in Crampton style). 

1848 Dec 18 South Devon Rly opens Newton Abbot (Aller Junction)–Torquay (Torre) on broad gauge, locomotive worked. 

1848 -- - Irish Railway Clearing House begins operation (incorporated by Act 1860). 

1848 -- - Middle Level Drain completed. 

1848 -- - Ashiestiel bridge over River Tweed, the longest rubble masonry span at this date (132 ft/40 m), completed, having 

collapsed during construction (John & Thomas Smith, architects and builders). 

1848 -- - Isaac Watt Boulton builds 6 steam cars in Ashton-under-Lyne, one of which is sold to Ireland. 
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1873 Sesquicentenary 

1873 Jan  1 Llanelly Rly opens. 

1873 Jan  1 Caledonian Rly opens Muirkirk branch. 

1873 Jan 15 East Gloucestershire Rly opens Witney Junction–Fairford. 

1873 Jan 22 “Blackwall frigate” Northfleet (carrying emigrants and railway track for Tasmania) sinks at anchor off Dungeness 

after being rammed by SS Murillo (293 killed). 

1873 Mar Thomas Cook’s Continental Timetable first published. 

1873 Mar 1 Full-rigged ship Chacabuco (inbound for Liverpool) sinks off the Great Orme after being rammed by SS Torch 

(which also sinks) (24 killed) 

1873 Mar 17 Gas Light & Coke Co. opens Beckton branch to workmen’s passenger services. 

1873 Mar 18 GWR begins construction of Severn Tunnel (Thomas A. Walker, contractor). 

1873 Mar 30 Glyn Valley Tramway opens to freight, horse worked on 2 ft 4¼ in. (72 cm) gauge by Shropshire Union Rlys & 

Canal Co. 

1873 Apr  1 White Star Line auxiliary steamer RMS Atlantic strikes a rock and sinks off Nova Scotia (c. 540 killed). 

1873 Apr  2 NBR introduces sleeping car on Glasgow (Queen Street)‒Edinburgh‒East Coast route (GNR provided on route 

from Jul 31). 

1873 May 10 Midland Rly opens main part of Midland Grand Hotel at St Pancras (George Gilbert Scott, architect). 

1873 May 19 Great Northern & Western Rly opens to Ballina worked by Midland Great Western Rly. 

1873 May 24 Muswell Hill Rly opens to new Alexandra Palace. 

1873 Jun  5 L&SWR PS Waverley wrecked off Guernsey. 

1873 Jun 26 Glasgow, Barrhead & Kilmarnock Joint Rly opens to Neilston and Beith. 

1873 Jun 28 Great Marlow Rly opens Marlow Road (Bourne End)–Great Marlow. 

1873 Jul  1 Llynvi & Ogmore Rly opens. 

1873 Jul  1 Isle of Man Rly opens Douglas–Peel on 3 ft (0.91 m) gauge. 

1873 Aug  1 Ross & Monmouth Rly opens. 

1873 Aug  3 (1.20 am) L&NWR Wigan accident: down ‘Tourist Special’ derails at speed (13 killed). 

1873 Aug  4 Ross & Monmouth Rly opens throughout. 

1873 Aug  5 Railway Regulation (Returns of Signal Arrangements, Working &c.) Act requires railways to make annual returns 

on progress with interlocking and block working. 

1873 Aug 28 Holyhead Breakwater officially completed after 28 years. 

1873 Aug 21 Regulation of Railways Act appoints Railway Commission to decide railway and canal traffic cases. 

1873 Aug 23 GNR Retford accident: up relief fish train collides with excursion train on flat crossing following driver error (3 

killed). 

1873 Aug 23 Albert Bridge Co. opens its cable-stayed road bridge over the Thames at Chelsea (Rowland M. Ordish, engineer). 

1873 Aug - G&SWR merger with Midland Rly rejected in Parliament; joint agreement on traffic Oct 20 (retrospectively wef 

Aug 1). 

1873 Sep  3 Bristol & North Somerset Rly opens to Radstock. 
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1873 Sep  7 Birmingham & District Tramways Co. begins horse tram operation on 3 ft 6 in. (1067 mm) gauge over Birmingham 

Corporation tracks. 

1873 Sep  8 GWR opens Radley station, replacing Abingdon Junction. 

1873 Sep  9 L&SWR Peasmarsh - Shalford Junction accident: train collides with bullock (3 killed). 

1873 Sep 18 Birth of Arthur Watson, L&YR, L&NWR and LMS general manager (Manchester) (d. 1954). 

 

1873 Sep 27 Wandsworth Bridge Co. opens the first Thames crossing on its site to the public, a wrought-iron lattice girder truss 

toll road bridge (Julian Tolmé, engineer). 

1873 Oct  1 L&NWR introduces sleeping car on Euston‒Glasgow Central route. 

1873 Oct  3 Birth of Asa Binns, PLA docks engineer (Keighley) (d. 1946). 

1873 Nov  1 Devon & Somerset Rly opens throughout Watchet Junction–Barnstaple. 

1873 Nov 10 Neath & Brecon Rly begins through passenger service to Swansea (St Thomas). 

1873 Nov 22 English-built French steamship Ville du Havre on passage from New York collides with  Scottish iron clipper Loch 

Earn in the North Atlantic and sinks (226 killed). 

1873 -- - Grantham self-propelled steam tramcar tried experimentally on London Tramways Co. tracks. 

1873 -- - Tŵr Mawr lighthouse on Ynys Llanddwyn first illuminated. 

1873 -- - Ketch Nordlys built on Isle of Wight (as a trawler); by 2015 she will be (probably) the oldest craft trading under sail 

alone in European waters. 

 

1898 125th anniversary 

1898 early - L&NWR introduces through carriages between Liverpool/Manchester and Queenborough/Dover. 

1898 Jan  3 NBR Dunbar accident: passenger train collides at speed with derailed shunting goods train due to defective 

signalling practices (1 killed). 

1898 Jan 17 GWR opens Yealmpton branch. 

1898 Feb  4 G&SWR Barassie accident: head-on collision due to breach of signalling rules (7 killed). 

1898 Feb 12 GWR takes over North Pembrokeshire & Fishguard Rly. 

1898 Feb 12 Henry Lindfield is fatally injured when his car runs away on a hill in Purley, becoming the world’s first fatality from 

an automobile accident on the public highway. 

1898 Feb 21 Railway passenger communication systems tested on GER. 

1898 Mar 10 Death of William Cowan, GNoSR locomotive superintendent (Aberdeen) (b. 1823). 

1898 Mar 21 SER St Johns accident, Lewisham: up Hastings train collides in rear with local in fog due to signalman’s misuse of 

Sykes key (3 killed). 

1898 Mar 28–(wef) Aug 15 Plynlimon & Hafan Tramway operates passenger service on 2 ft 3 in. (686 mm) gauge. 

1898 Apr  2 Lambourn Valley Rly opens. 

1898 May  2 L&NWR begins Mold–Brymbo passenger service over Wrexham & Minera Joint Rly. 

1898 May 13 Alexandra Park Electric Rly opens in London (closes 30 Sep 1899). 

1898 May 16 Lynton & Barnstaple Rly opens to public on 2 ft (60 cm) gauge (officially May 11). 

1898 May 19 Motor buses introduced in Edinburgh. 



                            Railway and Canal Historical Society 
 

                                                   Founded 1954                          Website: www.rchs.org.uk                                      Incorporated 1967 
                                                  

 

The RCHS is a company (no. 922300) limited by guarantee and registered in England as a charity (no. 236047)                                                                                                         
Registered Office: 7 Grosvenor Gardens, Victoria, London, SW1W 0AF (not for general correspondence) 

  

 

 
 

1898 May - GNR turns out first British 4-4-2 tender engine, 990 Henry Oakley* from its Doncaster works (Henry A. Ivatt, 

locomotive superintendent). 

1898 Jun  3 Death of Samuel Plimsoll, campaigner for maritime safety (Folkestone) (b. 1824). 

1898 Jun c. PO inaugurates London–Birmingham underground telegraph cable. 

1898 Jul  1 GWR introduces Paddington–Birmingham Snow Hill non-stop expresses (via Oxford). 

1898 Jul  1 GNR Manchester Deansgate goods warehouse opens (Richard Johnson and Alexander Ross, engineers; W.T. 

Foxlee, resident). 

1898 Jul  1 Southampton Corporation Tramways begin electric operation. 

1898 Jul  4 French liner La Bourgogne sinks on Grand Banks, Newfoundland, after collision with Scottish full-rigger 

Cromartyshire (at least 549 killed). 

1898 Jul 14 Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway opens. 

1898 Jul 26 GCR runs coal trains onto Metropolitan Rly at Quainton Road en route to Neasden, but on Jul 30 Met blocks train 

routed for GWR via Aylesbury. 

1898 Aug c.1 Blackpool Tramways Department introduces Shrewsbury’s patent ‘large Promenade’ tramcars with GE52 motors. 

1898 Aug  2 Locomotives Act makes regulations for heavy road locomotives and introduces licencing by individual local 

authorities. 

1898 Aug  2 Llandudno Motor Touring Co. begins running excursions with the first motor buses (Benz charabancs) in Wales. 

1898 Aug  6 Port Talbot Rly & Docks Co. Port Talbot Dock opens to shipping. 

1898 Aug  8 Waterloo & City Rly opens, worked by L&SWR (officially Jul 11). 

1898 Aug 11 L&SWR opens Holsworthy–Bude for public. 

1898 Aug 12 Fishguard & Rosslare Rlys & Harbours Co. absorbs Dungarvan & Lismore Rly (worked from Nov 1 by GS&WR). 

1898 Aug 27 Swansea Constitution Hill Incline Tramway opens. 

1898 Sep  2 Midland Rly Wellingborough accident: express derailed by luggage trolley (7 killed). 

1898 Oct 10 Barry Rly Barry No. 2 Dock opens to shipping. 

1898 Oct 13 Glasgow Corporation Tramways begin electric operation, the first electric street trams in Scotland. 

1898 Oct 14 Atlantic Transport Line SS Mohegan sinks on The Manacles (Cornwall) (106 killed). 

1898 Oct 17 GCR Wrawby Junction accident: passenger train collides with derailed goods (8 killed). 

1898 Oct 18 Trinity Chain Pier (ferry pier) on the Firth of Forth collapses in a storm. 

1898 Oct 20 Death of Robert Sinclair, CR and GER locomotive engineer (Florence) (b. 1817). 

1898 Oct 31 GWR Penryn accident: train hauled by 0-4-4T derails on defective track (driver killed). 

1898 Nov  1 Highland Rly opens Daviot–Inverness (Millburn Junction), completing Inverness & Aviemore Direct line. 

1898 Nov  7 West Somerset Mineral Rly last used. 

1898 Nov 11 Somerset Coal Canal closed (in liquidation; last traffic early Aug). 

1898 Nov 16 Liverpool Corporation Tramways begin electric operation. 

1898 Nov 16 Harrods of Knightsbridge department store install the UK’s first (stepless) escalator. 

1898 Nov 20 Death of Sir John Fowler, civil engineer (Bournemouth) (b. 1817). 

1898 Dec  1 Windsor Corporation is forced to remove tolls from its bridge over the Thames. 
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1898 -- - Lancashire Steam Motor Co. of Leyland sell their first steam lorry, probably to Fox Bros. (woollen manufacturers), 

Wellington, Som. 

 

1923 Centenary 

1923 Jan  1 Railway grouping under terms of Railway Act comes into effect. 

1923 Jan  1 Underground Group Acton depot opens. 

1923 Jan 11 GS&WR Sligo town station burned by Irish Republican Army. Locomotive 93 Butterfly is destroyed. 

1923 Feb  7 LNER turns out class A1 Pacific 1472 Flying Scotsman from Doncaster works (Nigel Gresley, CME). 

1923 Feb 13 LNER Retford accident: up sleeping car express collides with shunting goods train following signals passed at 

danger in fog (3 loco crew killed). 

1923 Feb 16 LNER withdraws its last long boiler locomotive in service, NER no. 1275* from Malton. 

1923 Feb - Londonderry & Lough Swilly Rly purchases Lough Swilly Steamboat Co. from McCrea & McFarland. 

1923 Mar 26 Birth of (Elizabeth) Jane Howard, novelist and first Inland Waterways Association (secretarial) employee (London) 

(d. 2014). 

1923 Mar c. GWR introduces experimental route setting lever frame, Winchester Cheesehill. 

1923 Apr  1 Provisional Government of Ireland customs posts on land border with Northern Ireland come into operation. 

1923 Apr  2 Jersey Motor Transport (established Mar 24 by Cmdr F.T. Hare) begins operating bus services. 

1923 Apr  8 First 3-aspect colour light signalling installation, LNER Marylebone–Neasden. 

1923 Apr 15 GWR Curry Rivel accident: freight train collides head-on with passenger train following signalman’s error. 

1923 Apr 23 North Western Road Car Co. established. 

1923 Apr - Railway Clearing House introduces new specification for 13 ton wooden-bodied mineral wagons. 

1923 Apr - Triumph Motor Co. (Coventry) introduces its first model, the 10/20. 

1923 May  1 Lt-Col. Holman F. Stephens is appointed engineer of Festiniog and Welsh Highland Rlys. 

1923 May  3 Peak Forest Tramway (LNER) last used. 

1923 May 24 Irish Civil War ends. 

1923 May - LGOC introduces NS type double-decker into service in central London (AEC cranked-frame chassis). 

1923 Jun  1 Welsh Highland Rly opens throughout South Snowdon (Rhyd-Ddu)–Portmadoc Harbour (full timetable from Jul 9). 

1923 Jun 24 Edinburgh Corporation Tramways completes conversion from cable to electric traction, enabling through running 

to Musselburgh. 

1923 Smr - BMMO takes delivery of prototype ‘SOS’ single-deck chassis from Tilling-Stevens with petrol engines and 

pneumatic tyres (L.G. Wyndham Shire, BMMO engineer). 

1923 Jul  1 GWR abolishes 2nd class on Taff Vale lines. 

1923 Jul  5 LMS Diggle accident: shunting freight collides with express passenger following staff errors (4 killed). 

1923 Jul  9 GWR begins running ‘Cheltenham Flyer’ to a 61.8 mph (99.4 km/h) schedule between Swindon and London 

Paddington. 

1923 Aug  1 Glasgow Corporation takes over Glasgow Subway. 

1923 Aug  2 City & South London Rly Act.1923 Aug  4 New Zealand Rlys open Otira Tunnel (on South Island’s Midland line), 

longest in the British Empire at 5.3 miles (8.5 km). 
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1923 Aug 10–Nov 15 T&GWU strike of canal boatmen over Fellows, Morton & Clayton rates, centred at Braunston. 

1923 Aug 11 GWR places first ‘Castle’ class 4-6-0 express passenger locomotive, 4073 Caerphilly Castle*, into service (C.B. 

Collett, CME). 

1923 Aug 24 British Marine Air Navigation Co. begins flights from Southampton Woolston ‘Marine Airport’ (or ‘Seadrome’) to St 

Peter Port, Guernsey, using Supermarine Sea Eagle  amphibian aircraft G-EBFK, the world’s first passenger flying 

boat operation, in connection with SR. The service is intermittent and on Oct 13 two of the aircraft are damaged 

after landing at sea off Alderney. 

1923 Aug 27 SR reopens Tooting loops (closed end 1916). 

1923 Oct  1 SR abolishes 2nd class on SECR lines. 

1923 Oct  3 Reading Corporation opens new bridge across the Thames (ferro-concrete arch; L.G. Mouchel, engineers); its 

sister Caversham Bridge opens 1926. 

1923 Oct 15 Mallow Viaduct over the River Blackwater in the Irish Free State is officially reopened. 

1923 Oct 25 Death of Henry A. Ivatt, GNR locomotive superintendent (Haywards Heath) (b. 1851). 

1923 Nov 19 London Electric Rly opens Golders Green–Hendon Central to passengers. 

1923 Nov 27 City & South London Railway tunnel collapses during reconstruction. 

1923 Dec 23 LNER Belford accident: express passenger train collides with light engine following signal passed at danger. 

1923 Maximum length of tramways in use: 2624 miles (4223 km). 

1923 -- - A.J. Harmsworth purchases Basingstoke Canal. 

1923 -- - Coach operators established: Empress Coaches (as a London independent bus operator); Soul Brothers of 

Olney; Premier-Albanian of south west Hertfordshire. 

 

For 75th (1948), 50th (1973) and 25th (1998) anniversaries, go to the RCHS Chronology of Modern Transport (1945‒2015) 

which you can find on the Modern Transport tab under Special Interest Groups. 

* indicates an item preserved today. Italics indicate selected overseas events 


