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NTS_FROM THE SOCIETY
HON. SECRETARY'S NOTES:

Prospectus. The Society's prespectus has now been printed,
with a detachable application form incorporated. Three coples
are being sent with this issue of the Journal to each member,
and further copies may ke herl from the Hon. Secretary. It is
hoped that members will disgtribute their prospectuses t0 anyone
who may be infterested, with a view to encouraging them to join
the Sociely.

Fzw Rule. At the Annusl Gensral Meeting, the pew Rule

prinssd on the encleosed siip was spproved. Members ere requested
to attach the slip to their coples ¢f the Constiiutlon and Rules.

Amendments to Rules. The fellewing amendments to ths Rules

were orprovad at the Amual General Meesiing, and members are
asked to alter thelr coples accordingly.

Rule III(k): delete "Ruls VII{1)}" and insert "Rule VII(1)
and (4)".

Rule VIII(4): delete "Z0th March" and insert "3lst March."
delate "Z0th July" and insert "3ist July."

Mambership List. The following changes of address should bhe
noted, and amerdaed in ths June, 1555 List of Members:

BIDDLE, G. J. 16 Longwood Avenue, Binglsey, Yorkshire.

BOUCHER, C. T. G. "Holmfield," Winnington Road, Marple,
Cheshire.

MOWAT, C. L. University College, Swansea, Glamorgan.

New Members. The following new members have been elected
up to oceptember 30, 1985:

BIRRY, J. S. 61 Castle Grove, Kendal, Westmor land.
JACKSON, J. 159 Willow Lane, Lancaster.
NURSER, R. 3. 39 Portland Road, Rugby.
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The Soclety's Records and Library. Gifts to the Socishy
in the way of review coples ol beois, articles in periollinz.s
by members, extracts v pansrs, and eny other 1tems whioh
will form useful cortrioutions to the Scceliely's records ond
library will be welcomad. Copies of articles writien by members
ars particularly requested, especlally those appearing in
pericdicals not devoted to rallway or canal matters, and all
contributions will be gratefully woknowledged.

The following have been received since publication of the
last Journal, and the Society's thenks are due to the donors:
HThe Canals of Southern Lnglarnd” by Charles Hadfield - from
the publishers (review copy): "Introducing Canals" by Charles
Hadfield - from the publishers (roview copy): "The Caterham
Railway: the Story of a Feud and its Aftermath" by Jeoffry
Spencz - from the author: a copy of an article appearing in
the sShropshire Magazine in Auvgust, 1955, on the Maesbury Hall
Mill branch of the Shfopshire Union Canal, bty E. A. Wilson, M.A.
- from the suthor: "British Transport, 1954: Notes on the
Annusl Report and Accounts of the B.T.C." - from the Public
Kuiations Adviser, B.T.C.: "Hardlist of Plans, Sections and
Other Docunents deposited with the Clerk of the Peacs before
1 Aprii, 1289, pertaining to Public Schemes: Worcestershire
Reccrds Office" - from the Worcsestershirs County Archivist
(3 copies).

SUBSCR IPT IONS

Members are reminded that subscriptions were due on
September 30, and should be sent to the Hon. Treasurer,
G. 0. Holt, Greystoks View, Newlands Place, Penrith, Cumberland.

THE JOURNAL

To avoid possible delay in publication, contributions,
other than News from the Society, should reach the Editor not
later than the 1l0th day of the month preceding publication.
Except by speclal arrangement, News from the Society should be
received by the 20th of the month preceding publication.

THE SOCIETY ON THE AIR

At 1.10 p.m. on Thursday, September 15, the Society’s
celebration of thes bicentenary of the Sankey Brook Navigatlon
(see below) was mentioned in "The Week Ahead" on the B.B.C.
Northern Home 3ervice.

A recording was made by Mr. G. J. Biddle, giving brief

detalls of the outing, the participating bodies, and the
canal's origins.
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FORTHCOM ING EVENTS

Annual Ceneral Mesting, 1956. The Council has dscided to
hold a weekend gathering, incorporating the sscond Annual Gensral
Meeting, on May 5 and 6, 1956. The gathering will be on similar
lines to the last A.G.M. at Lelcester, and it has besn suggaested
that the venue be in the neighbourhood of Gloucester. Visits to
the early railways in the Forest of Dean and to the Thames &
Severn Canal have been proposed, and further particulars will be
glven in the next issue of the Journal.

Winter Meetings. Meetings ars beling arranged in London ard
Derby during the next three montnhs. The London meeting will
consist of a visit to the British Transgport Commission's Archlves
Office on Safurdey, Cctcber 15, at 2 p.w. wr. L. C. Johnson,
Archivist to the Comnission, will address the meeting, fcllowing
which members will be conducted round the Racords Office. Tea
1s being arranged at a nsarbvy restaurant for 5 p.m., at whlch
Mr. Johnscn will joln mempers cf the Socisty. Members will be
individually sdvised of this event.

The meeting at Derby 1s intended for s Saturday late in
November, and it is hoped to includs & visit to the Midland Rall-~
way exhibits in Derby Museum. Full details will be sent to
memcers by clircular in the usual way.

Birmingham group, following a mesting on September 6, hope
to hold a further meeting this year for exchange of views among
members. On 3aturday, Novemoer 12, 1t 1s proposed to meet at
Curzon Street S5tatlon to inspect the old stations there. A pro-
visicnal meetling has heen fixsd for January 17 for a talk oy
Mr. M. D. Greville. MWembers will be sent details at a later date.

RePORTS ON MawT INGS

Prescton. A mecting for north western members was held at
Prestonh on Saturday, July 23 last. Douriless dus to the excep-
tionally fine weather, and the incidence of the hcliday season,
attendance was poor, but ithose pressnt greatly aporeclatad the
talk given by Mr. G. 0. Holt entitled "A Short Raillway Histcry of
Preston.” Mr. iiolt traced the important ovents in Praston's rail-
way history, from the deys of ths horse-drawn waggon-ways connect-
ingthe north and south ends of the Lancaster Canal, to the present
time. Thaet Presten possessas a wsalth of complicated, and often
amusing, rallway nistcery was soon apparenrt, and the speakar is to
be congratulatsd on his method of presentation. As Mr. Holt
remarked, there is much still to be unsarthed in the neighbourhood
of Preston, and it is hopsd that one day he will have the oppor-
tunity of giving a more detalled address to s larger audisnce.
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Sankey 3rook Navigation. Although the Duke of Bridgewater's
Canal™ is generally supposed to have Leen *the first in this country,
the 3ankey Brook Navigation (or St. Helen's Canal) was opencd four
years earller, to connect the coalfields at St. Helens with the
River Mersey. It obtained its Act of Parliament on March 20, 1755,
and work began on September 5, 1755.

To commemmorate the bicentenary of the beginning of the "canal
era" some twenty wmembers of the Soclety met at Widnes Town Hall on
Saturday, September 17. After a most cordial welccme by the Mayor
of Widnes (Councillor R, Illidge), thasy were shown a remarkable
exhibltion that had becn arranged by the Borough Librarian
(T. T. Brvant, Bsqg., F.L.A.} in assoclation with the Widnes Histor-
ical Society. This included copies of the Acts, maps, plans,
photographs, models, etc., and such unexpectoed items as the Will
of the first engineer, Henry Berry, and a working model of the
Anderiton Lift on the Weaver.

At noon, a party of fifty lunched at the Central Hotel,
Widnes. The Mayor and Mayoress of Widnes, the Mayor and Mayoress
of 5t. Helens alhd their Town Clerks were guests of the Soclety.
Also orzsent were the Divisional anager of Britlsh Waterways
(Cv M+ Mmarsn, Esq.), his assistant (B. B. Hopper, Esg.),

J. K. sacColl, Zaq., M.P., for Widnes; and R. V. Unwin, Esq.,
of Messrs. Pilkingtcen Brcs., Ltd., St. Helens.

After lunch, the party went aboard "Leo", a brightly painted
diesel barge from the Leeds & Llvarpcol Canal, and had a 2z-hour
trip up the canal. At Filddilers Ferry, a stop was made to see the
lock where the canal entered the Mersey prior to the extension to
Widnes in 1833, and at Sankey Bridges the railway bridge was
swung aside and the main read bridge lifted for "Leo" to pass.

At Winwick, Mr. Marsh showed the party the old waterways depot.

The Corporation of St. Helens kindly invited those present
to tea at St. Helens Town Hall, where they were welcomed by the
Mayor (Councillor Mrs. Jane Donald). After tea, Dr. T. C. Barker,
an authority on local history, gave a very interesting talk
akout the canal, and the proceedings ended about 6 p.m.

The success of this most interesting cuting was due in great
measure to the Mayors and Corporations of Widnes end 5t. Helens
for their hospltsality; to Mr. Marsh and British Waterways,

Mr. ¥rank Howarth, Dr. Barker, Mr. Bryent and Messrs. Pilkington
Eros.; and to Mr. B. Baxter for his help in establishing local
contact. The Zoclety extends cordial thanks to them, and to all
others who helpcgd behind the scenes.

Livervool & Manchester Railway. The celebrations that were
to have oveen held on Septembar 13 had to be cancelled owing to lack
of support. It is oot to be supposed, however, that this will
affect future outings of a similar nature. {See alsc note on p.40).
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THIRD CLASS TRAVEL IN EARLY DAYS
2. The Manchester and Leeds Rallway
By G. O. Holt.

In the previous article, reference was made to an adver-
tisement announcing new trains for third class passengers on
the London & Birmingham Railway. It would seem that early
rallvays did not always give thelir third class trains so much
publicity, and commaratively little 1s known of the conditions
under which the "lower ordsrs" trawvelled. Howsver, the rail-
way press of the time gave attiertion to the matter and, in 1841,
Herapath's Raillway lagazine (Vol. III) reccrded some detalls.

Cn Septenber 18 of that yzar, thls paper published a
letter from a Mr. Jamuel Cobnaui. mvidently Mr. Cotham was an
garly railway enthusliast, for he cialmed to havs travelied from
erd. to snd of ten lomportent lines as a third class passenger,
and had cowe to the concluslon that rallway officials did thelr
utiiost to Yantrap" passenzers into trawvelling by the first and
secend class trains. He found difficulty in ottaining any in-
formot.on apout third class travel, Zor it seems the "mixed"
trains did not cabtar for ths third class in all cases. He says
he wae dstalined for thres days in the course of his tour, rather
than allow himself to bs tricked into going ty trains of a
superior class. He was subjected to "various annoyances" and
"da%rading treatment . Third class passengers wers referred to
as "Waggon pessengers” and their open carrlages were marshalled
where "thev gat most coke-dust, svarks, and steam." The trains
wore startsd of inconvenien:t times ard weve detaired "double
the time required to make the Jjouvrney" on the road. During his
travels, Mr. Cobham saw two third class passengers burnt by red-
hot cinders from the locomotiva.

In a letter published on June 26, another correspondent
tries to explain the pecuilar circumstances in which the
Manchester & Leeds Rallway was placed with regard to third class
travel. The recant opening of this line had made travel possi-
ble to a dense hopulation of poor psopls In the neighbourhcod so
that "numbers, Jolned with poveriy, may have an influence pre-
ponderating over all other considerations, and make third class
almost the main dependsnce of the traffic." A further letter
from the sams corraspondent (July 31) says of this line, "great
numbers would not travel by ralilway at all, unless at a low
rate of fare, which was the reason the stasnd-up carriages were
adopted." Later, Mr. Herepath himself travelled on this line,
and reports (Decenter 4) "passengers for short distances are
carried at disrroportionately low fares 1n the stand-up wagons.
IT a man has plenty of time on his hands and choosss to book for
short distances and take successive trains, he may reach lLeeds
at a vary cmall outlay. But he must consume time, as he is not
allowaed to evade the higher chargesdof bcoking through, by
rebooking forwards while the train stops.”
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The matter was also discussed at the Company's hall-yearly
meeting cn September 23, 1841, when lir. ¥ay asked whether it
was a rule that porters should not assist third c¢lass passengers.
The Chalrman replled that 1t was. Mr. Kay then described an
incident at one of the Company's statiosns when a "female came
with & box which she wanted placed on the luggage-traia." No
porter would assist her, and at last a gentleman standing by
picked up the box and carried 1t to the train. A porter inter-
vened, and required the genileman to produce his ticket to provs
he was a passenger on the line. The Chairman explained the
principles of the Company's policy. The question was whether
tha Company should provide for two classes of passengers with
the "usual attentiocns," or whether a third class should be
carried st a much lower fare. It had been decidsd thet 11 was
in the interest ¢of the poor that they should be carried at the
rate of 1d. or 1zd. par mile, ard this could only be done by
"using carrisges to hold a much larger number of people" and
limiting the expenses as far as possible.

Manchester & Leeds publiched by the Northern Star. This
alleged that a "bag of soot had been Thrown in amongst some
third class paseengers” in one of the trains, and, in another
cage, a young man "had his Sunday clothes spoiled by veing put
in a carriage with some flour sacks." Further suggsestions may
bz found that such things wsre dellberate.y done to discourage
third class travel, and even second clags passengers sufferad
to a lesser extent as, according to snother newspaper, holes
were bored 1n the carriage floors to admit draughts of cold air.
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BOOK REVIEW

"The Canals of Southern England" by Charles Hadf isld.
Published by Phoenix House, Ltd., 38 William IV St.,
Lordon, W.C.2. Price 26/-.

Mr. Charles Hadfield set himself a task of some magnitude.
Beginning with "British Canals,” he gave us a well-balanced
victure of the history of canal transportation in this country
which was both authorltative and fascinating to read. He
went on to produce a number of reglonal studies of which "The
Cernals of Southern England" s the subject of thils revizw; the
others sre not yet published. Such studies represent the limit

possible by one man, the final step being detalled histories
of 1lrdividual canals.

On reading hils latest book, I was lost in admiration for
his thoroughness and scrupulous accuracy, although thls very
thoroughness makes 1t mors difficult to read the book through
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as a continuous narrative. Mr. Hadfield himself admits the
difficulty, and has arranged his maferial most ingenicusly,

so that 1t is poasivle to lscclsafe tho histeory of any
particular canal. Sovrces for stasemenis cuoted ars collected
together at tha end, and thsre are mocot valueble appardices
giving a tabulated summary of the malin facts about the south-
ern canals and navigatbtions. I would like to suggest that a
page rererence to the approprlate mep snould accompany each
sectional heading. As in "British Canals,” the maps are well
drawn, and I found constant reference to them essaniviad.

What a fascinating story is unfolded! Canals in the
south were developed relativsaly laie, and most of them came
to an early end with the introduction of rallways, but they
played an essentlial part in our economlc history. There were
grandiocse schemes for connecting ths English and Bristol
Charmels; a navigable connection between London and Portsmouth;
g military canal built as a defence sgainst a possible
Napoleonic invasion; a flourishing Scmerset Coal Canal; anid
a 'manure" canal. The Trunk Routes from London to Bristol ard
Gloucester were impressive in thsir day, and the Gloucester &
Berkeley Ship Canal showed receivts of ©153,5%39-14- 1 in 1941,
and 1s still a flourishing concern to-day.

The 1ngenuity of such canal engineers as James Gresn, who
bullt inclined planes and vertical lifts of wvarilous dssigns to
overcoma d1fficulties of the terrain, 1is treated in some
detail, and glves ons a healthy respect for the abllity of
those early civil englneers.

The mass of litigation which looms large in the story
must have provided fortunss for the lawyers, even though it
emptiaed the pockets of many sharshclders. This 1s brought out
wall In the last three chapters, which deal with the dizastrous
eifect of rallway competition on the fate of the canals.

E.A.W.
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With reference to the article "Dicksns and Coke" by
H. Chase, published in the April Journal, Mr. E. A. Course
Informs us that the coke ovens at Foikestone were situated in
tha Tork between the two converging lines at Folkestons
Junction, and are shown on the FirstFEdition of the Ordnance
Survey 6" maps. Mr. Course also adds that the South Eastern
Eailway had other coke ovens at Strood Dock and at Whitstable
farcour.
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THE OPENING OF RATLWAYS:

CENTEIARTES IN 1956.

Compiled bv M D. Greville

RATTWAY

b S g et b

WHITEHAVEYN, CLEATCR & EGREMONT

TONDON, TILBURY & SOUTHEND

CRIEFF JUNCTION
PESTH & TUNKELD
SCUTH WALES
SRIKIRK & GATASHIELS
GLASGOW & SOUTH WESTERN
FORTH & CLYDE JUNCTION
ABINGDOW
COLEFORD, MONMOUTH, USK &

FONTYPOOL
STAINES & WOKINGHAM
SOUTH EASTERS

GREAT WESTERN
INVERIRY & OLD MELDEUM JC.
LOMDON & NOFPH WESTERN
DARLINGTON & BARNARD CASTLE
SIAINES & WOKINGHAM
JiOBURGH
CATERFiI]

TEDI, BRADFORD & HALITAX JC,
DURSLEY & MIDLAND JC.
EASTERY COUNIIES
GREAT WESTERN
MILLAFD
CARi.ISIE & SILLOTH BAY
CRELT WESTERN
GLASGOW & SOUTH WESTEZRN

SECTION CPENED

Mirehouse J¢. to Egremont and
Prizington

Leigh to Southend

Crieff Jc. (Glenesgles) to Crieff

Stanley to Dunkeld

Haverfordwest to Milford Haven

Selkirk to Galashiels

Ayr to Dalmellington

Stirling to Balloecn

Avingdon Jo. to ALingdon

Usk to Little Mill

Staines to Ascot

Strood to Maidstone

Warminster to Salisbury
Inverury to 0id Meldrum
Greenfield to Oldhem
Darlington to Barnard Castle
Ascot to Wokingham

Roxturgh to Jedburgh

Caterham Jc. (Purley) to Caterheam
Laister Dyke to CGiildzrsome
Darsley Jc. {(Coaley) tc Dursley
Stretford to Loughton

Fromz to Yeovil

Little Esnton Je. to Ripley
Drumburgh to Silloth

West Drayton to Uxbridge

Dalrymple Jc. to Mzybole

ar
MILES Selo

6%

i

€A
NOoOUINODw

‘..J
s

Lol dafr

ny
e

td
MG ~INOR IO M

etk

LTi

A

9



Oct. 11 GREAT NORTH OF SCOTLAND Huntly to Keith 124

Nov., ? VALE OF NBATH (Aberdare Canal Head to Middle
(  Duffryn Colliery 2
{Dare J¢. to Cumeman Colliery 3
Nov. 1 STAMFORD & ESSENDINE Stenford to Bss:rline 4
Deg., 1 CALEDONIAN Motherwell-Lesmahegow=Barkend 19 F
Dec., 1 WEST EIND OF LONDRON & CRYSTAL Ciystal Talace to Wandsworth 4%
PALACE Common
Dec. 22 GREAT WESTERN {(Didcot Loop: North Je. to East Je. 1
(Reeding Toop: West Jo. to Oxford 4
Road Jec.

TOT AL 294

NGTES: A. Goods; for passengers 1.7.87., B. Goods; for pagsougers 7.8.56.
™ Yelmellington Ironworks to point neur Delrymple Viaducy (5 m.) opsned for
minerels 5.4.56. C. Stirling to Baifron (80 u.) opeied for goods about
£26.4.56. D. Goods; for pessengsrs 18.9.854. E. Goods; for passengers
13.10.56. EF. Goods; passengers not until 1368.

X XXXXXXXXXXX

CORRECT JONS.

Chronolozical List of the Railweve of ILancaghire, 1898 - 1929, by M. D. Greville;

reviawd 1in vhe July eournpal. Hr. v o. srdress weites to point out that the opening
date for the Ramsden Doc¢k Lire (p.198) sucuil be Juns 1, 1631.

The author acks us to make three other corrections:

F. 180 (v): for Senkey Brench razd Sarnley Brock.
P, 192 (1) the actual name shiuuld be liznchesier, Bolton & Bury Canal Naevigation

and Railwey.
F. 200 A (ii): +the correct neme woe Cidhem, Ashton-under-Lyne & Guide Bridge
Junction Railwvay.

He also wishes to point out that (1.190) tue exzcet form of the neme was Kenyon &

N
Teigh Junction Railway, and not as given in the review. =~



PRINCIPAL RAILWAY ACTS OF PARLIAVINT PASSED Ix 1855

Comnilad by C. R. Clinksr.

Company
MILFORD

EAST SOMERSET
ALFCRD VALLIY
Vale of Clwyd

LOYESTORT & BECCLES

COLNE VALLEY &
HALSTZAD

LYIATSGTON
SITTINCECURNT &
SHEURNWESS

YADMCUTH & HADDISCOR

EP30M & LETATHTZRHEAD

SALISEURY RAILNAY &
MARKET HOUSE

STOCKTON & DARL INGTON
AND NAWCASTLE &
CARLISLE UNIO

3T OF FIFE MINERAL

MAYBCLE & GIRVAN

FOREST OF DEAN
CENTRAL

Particulars

Inc. Cons. Johnston to Milford {(cep.lh
June 5).

Inc. Cong. Witham to Shepton Malleb
(cap. 16 June 5).

Inc. Cons. Kintore to Alford (cap. 4O
June 23).

Inc. Cons. Rhyl (Jjc. C. & H.) to
Denbign {(cap. 45 June 23)

Inc. Cons. as title (cap. 53 Juns 23}.

Inc. Cons. Chappel (jc. C.3.V.S. & I.)
to Halstead {cap. 61 June 30).

Inc. Coms. Brockerhurst to Lymington &
quay at latter place {(cap. 71 July 7).

Inc. Cons. as title (cap. 79 July 7).

Inc. Cons. as title to jo. with Tast
Suffolk at Haddiccoe (cap. 79 July 7).

Inc. Cons. Epsom (je. L.B. & 3.C.} to
Leatherhead (cap. 92 July 1h).

Inc. Cong. branch from L. & S.W. to
Market and erectlon of Market Ho.
(cap. 93 July 14).

Inc. Cons. 3tocksfield (N. & C.) to
Conside Ironworks (sic) and branch to

Derwent Iron Co's Tlys (cap.S4 July 14).

Inc. Cons. Dunferinline to Killairnie
and branch (cap. 98 July 1l4).

Inc. Cons. as title (cap.G9 July 14).
Inc. Cons. Awre (jc. 3.%.) to Howbeach;

branches to Foxes Bridge and R. Severn
at Brimspill {cap. 100 July 1lu4).
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Company Particulars
SOMAERSET CENTHAL Cons. Glastonbury to Bruton (jc.W.S. & W.)
(cap. 102 July 22 sic!.

INVERNI3S & ARERDEEN  Inc. Cons. Nairn to Keith {cap. 110 July 21).
JUNCTICN

DUNBLANE, DOINT & Inc. Cons. Dunblane (Jc. 3.C,) to
CALLENDER Callender (cap. 113 July 21).
CASTLZ DOUGLAS & Inc. Cons. as title (cap. 114 July 21).
DULTRIES
LONDON & SOUTH- Cons. Yeovil to Exster and curve at Yeovil
WESTERN * from S. & Y. to Y. & E. line (cap. 120
July 21).
ELY TIDAL HARBOUR & Inc. Cons. railway Radyr (jc. T.V.) to
RAILWAY River Tly opphosite Cogan Pill {cap.l22
July 23). '
MID KENT (BROMIEY TO Inc. Cons. Shortlands (jc. W.E. of London
S5T. MARY CRAY) & Crystal Palace) to St. Mary Cray
(cap. 125 July 21).
SHREASBURY & Inc. Cons. Buttington to Shrewsbury and
WELLCHPOOL branch to Minsterley (capn.l122 July 29).

SCOTTISH MIDLAND JC.) Amalgamation of three companies urder
ASTRDEN ) ) title "Scottish North-Fastern Railway"
SCOTTISE NORTH- g {cap. 134 July 29).

EASTERH
DORSET CENTRAL Inc. Cons. Wirborne (jc. Southampton &
Dorchester) to Blardford (cap. 135
July 29).
PERTH, AIMCOND VALLEY Inc. Cons. branch 3cottish Midland Jc.
& METHVEN Rallway to Methven (cap. 136 July 22).
OXFORD, WORCTSTAR & tension of Time (to July 29, 1860)
WOLVAR =APTON for completing and edaptiing 1ins to

Broad Gauge (cap. 177 July 29).

N.B3. By tnils Company's Act cap. 126
July 21, they were erpowered to raise
additional money for this work.

For Notes see next page.
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Fifty-three Local and Personal Statubes ailectling railways
were passed during the ssasion of 1898, but there were none affect-
ing canals. The above list includzs all those Incorporating new
companies, with the addition of more lmportant onss granting
powars to companies already incorporated.

Acts cap. 14 and 1% are 19 Vic., the remainder 18 & 20 Vic.

It will ©e notsd that cap. 102 apvears to be out of progres-
sive date order. Thils is a very rare occurrence, hbut the reason
15 not known.

Inc. signifiss Incorneration of company; Cons. signifies
constructlion powers.

kS . PO ]
Tho actual title of incorporation was "London and South-
western." The small 'w' was always so shown.
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QUERTES SCIITME

A "Qusries" scheme 1s to be started for members trying to
find answers to the morse abstruse and compllicated problems of
railway and canal history, or requiring information about orig-
inal records in specific localities. Mr. Charles Hadfield has
agresd to organize this, and will circulate gueries to approxi-
mately 325 libraries ard similar bodies. Answers will be sent
dlrect to correspondents. Queries should be sent to Mr. Hadfisld
at 28, Newton road, London, W.2., together with a remittance of
ONE SHILLING. Queries must reach him not later than 31lst Decem-
ber or 70th June, there being two "circulations" sach ysar,
untess demand turns out to be heavy.
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LIVEEPOOL & MANCHISTZR mAILWNAY HISTORY

As this year is the 125th amniversary of the opening of the
Liverpocl & Manchester rallway, the Soclisety is publishing a
short history of ths line, by Mr. G. 0. Hdolt, covering events
from the year 1830 to 1845, about which little has hitherto been
written. Publicatlon will be about mid-October, and coples,
lirited in number, will be sold at cost price (probably about
4/-). wembers will be advised by circular in due course.
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UNIVERSITY COURSES

The interest in rallwsy and canal history continues to rise,
an interest that 1s shared by the Extra-Mural Depariments of some
of our Unilversities, who are running courses this wintsr on var-
lous aspects of rallway and transport history.

Members may like to know of some of the courses about which
we have recelved Information, showing the itype of work that 1s
belng done; it may be useful for future reference.

some Unlversitles, who are not yet doing courses in trans-
port history, have expressed great interest, among them Oxford,
Cambridge, fdinpurgh, Glasgow, Bristol, Sheffield, Durham and
Liverpool, and would ve glsd of arv support which would enable
them to form classes. Masmbsrs or thelr friends who are inter-
ested should get In touch with the Director of the Extra-sural
Department of the Unlversity concsrned.

LONDON. ¥ollowing last year's great success of "Our Railway
Heritage," London is providing courses on "ilistory and Geography
of Lordon's Rallways" and “"History of Londen's Passenger Sarvices
- both by Mr. I. A. Course, Member; "Rallways and Yhe Social arnd
Economic Ristory of the 19th Century" - in part by Mr. H. A.
Valiance; and studies of Railways in Britain in selected rsgions.

BIRMINGHAM 1s doing "Transport in the Midlands", the historical
develcoptient In the Midlands from roeds, cansals and rallways to

tramways and the motor bus, (Messrs. Clinker, Stedman, Hadfield
and Jenson).

NOTTIKGHAM. Two courses have besn arranged, one at Nottingham
and the other at Derby, on Rallway History and Research. The
tutor in each case is Mr. C. R. Clinker.

LEFDS has organized a thres-ysar cnurse on the History, Economics
ard Current Problems of the British Railways.

2 e ok R R ke e O ool ol ol ol ok e ok ok o e

HWATEE:‘EMH

The Society has received No. 1 (September) copy of Waterways,
the Staff Magazine of RBritish Transport Waterways. Under the re-
organization of British Transpori, separate Boards of Management
were set up for Docks and for Inland Waterways. Lock and Quay,
which hitheric catered for both sections, ceaged publication Ilast
year, and fNatsrways, which contalns interesting articles and notes,
and somme good VIUiographs, vakses its nlace as far as Inland Water-
ways staff are concerned. It 1s published svery two months, ard
1s obtalinable from 222, Marylecone Road, London, N.W.l., price 3.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Sir, - I was intersested to read the revisw of my paper
on "The Bexley Heath Railway" and think your readers may
appreclate some explanation of the points ralsed. Like your
reviewer, I do regret that it did not prove possible to sct
out a full 1ist of the relevant Acts of Parllement. The Bexley
Heath Company promoted elght Bills, of which six were success-
ful. Five South Bastern Railway Acts refer to the Bexley Heath.

The north curve at Crayford Creek was part of the original
plan, opened with the rest of the line on May 1, 1895. For
some years, most of the trains ran from Blackhsath to Erith,
and the curve was well-used. It still carries passsnger trains,
including those which maks a circular trip from London via the
Bexleyheath axd North Kent lines.

Attention is drawn to the spelling of 3t. Germains and
Bexleyheath. That of the "Barl of 5t. Germains" is used in the
Minuts Books of the Company, and also appears in local records.
It was used for several thoroughfares, although iIn many cases
the 'i' has now been deleted. Transcripts of the family deeds
dating back to 1833 invariably use the '1' I decided to copy
the spelling given in the Minute Books, but 1 should have ex-
plained this in the offprint. Bexleyheath presenis a thornler
problem. As mentioned on p.%5 of the offprint, the local coun-
cil decided to change the name from Bexley Heath to Bexleyheath
in 1894, in emulation of Blackheath. The rallway was informed,
but the old title was never changed by them. Thls inconsistency
between tihe name of the place ard its rallway 1 have reproduced.
The inconsistency 1is perpetuated at the preseni station, the
canopy outside showing Bexley Heath ard the nameboards on the
platforms Bexleyhesth.

I must confess to feeling a little disappointed that the
confidence of your reviewer in wmy paper was shaken by my hand-
ling of these detalls, which do not compriss a large proportion
of the essay. In a paper designed for a local history society,
many details have to te omitted, but I would have valued ithe
reviewer's opinion on the selection of whai seemed to me the
most important @ interesting material, Yours, &C.

EDWIN CGURSE.
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Letters on matters of general interest to members of the
Soclety are welcomed. It should be noted, however, that the
Eﬁigortis not responsible for oplnions expressed by corres-
pondents.

Articles, or quotations from them, may not be reprinted
wlthout written psrmission from the Editor.
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RuCiNT LITTRATURE

Williaim J. Skillern

The books, etc. llsted below have pesn published since
January 1, 1955, ard it 1s intended to include a similar list in
each future issus of the Journal. The aim of "Rescent Literature"
1s to give a complste list of vublished works likely to be of

interest to members, with no atizupt at reviewling or evaluation
of items.

The first issue only of new periodicals, year books, annual
reports, etc. will be noted. The appropriste publicatlions of
H.af. Statlonery 0ffice will be incluoced, but not accldent
reports, which arse largely of a technical nature.

Articles in newspapers amd pericdicals not usually devoted
tc ralilways and canals will also be included. It 1s, however,
guite impossible for one person to see all local newspapers amd
magazines, and members ars asked to co-operate by sending me
ccples of those contalning sultable articles. If this is not
possible, please let me nave a note of the following details:
title and author of article (also subject if not svident from
title); exact name of periodical, etc., and its date of issue.

AICEMAL, Robert. The Story of our Ipland Waterways. 1855,
(Pitwan, 7/6)
ALLEN, Cecil J. The CGreat Eastern Rallway.1955. (Ian Allan 25/-)
CYURSE, E. A. The Bexley Heath Railway. 1854 (i.e. 1955).
(Wooiwich & District Antiguarian Society, 2/6).
(Also in "Woolwich & District Antig. Soc.
Proceedings", Vol. 30, 1954}.
COZENS, Lewis. The Plynlimon & Hafan Tramway. 1955. (Cozens 5/-)
GOTHZERIDGE, I. & PLANT, XK. The Ashover Light Railway. 1955,
(The Autnors, 5 Kingsland Road, Lee, Ldn,3.E.12. 1/6).
Buplicated Typsscript.
GREVILLE, M.D., and SPENCE, Jeoffry. A Handhook to Closed
Passenger Lines of Znglaml & Wales, 1827-1939. 1985,
{The Authors, & Stansiead Road, Caterham, Surrey.7/6)
) Duplicatad typescript.
HADFIELD, Charles. The Canals of Southern zngland. 1955.
(Phoenix House, 32&/-).
HADFIELD, Charles. Introducing Canals: a guide to British
Waterways today. 1955. (Benn, 16/-).
KIDNER, R. W. The Cambrian Rallways. 1954. {l.e. 1955).
(Oakwood Press, 9/6).
"MANIFOLD" . The Leek & Manifold Valley Light Rallway. }9?5.
(J. H. Henstock, Avian Press, Ashbourns, 5/-).
NOCK, 0.35. The Rallway Engineers. 1955. (Batsford, 18/-).
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BRITISH TRANSPORT COMMISSION. Canals snd Inlend Waterways:
report of ths Board of Survey. 1955. (B.7.C. &/6).
British Transport Commission Order Confirnation Act, 1955
an Act to confirm a Frovisional Order under the
Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act 1936
relating to the British Transport Commission.
1955. %u Eliz. 2, Ch.1). (H.M.S.0. 93).
"WATERWAYS" . Staff Magazine of British Transport Waterways,
Every two months from September 1955. (8.T.C. 3d.)
ARTICLES:

A Forgotten Waterwsy: the ingenious Bude Canal, by David
3t. J. Thomas. (In "Chambers's Journal,"July 1955).

Railway Interest and 0ddities 1in Wirral, by ©. A. Robinson.
(In "Cheshire Life," March 1955).

Railway Hiztory: a Oupplement to Peddie {(a tibliography of
individual railway histories, 1543-54), oy
William J. 3killern. (In "Library World,"
march 1955). .

The History of the Western Valley's Y“iissing Link": (the
Brynmawr & Western Valleyvs Railway), by William J.
Skillern. (In "Scuth Wales Argus,” July 12, 1955).

They wanied a rallway from Nantyeglo to RBryomawr: (a report
reprinted from its issue of March %, 1899, when
the Brynmewr & ¥estern Valleys kallway BDill was
before Parliament). (In "South Wales Gazette,"
Feb. 18, 1995).
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The September 1955 iscue of "Design" is devoted to railways,
at home and akroad.
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Members who have read "Chronplogical List of the Railways
of Lancashire" by M. D. Creville, will be interested to hear that
a, companion publication, "Chronological List of the Railways of
Cheshire, 1837-1939," by the same author, wiil be publiched in
November by the ilistoric Society of Lancashire & Cheshire.
Advance orders are invited by the wditor of that 3ocisty at
10, Beach Priory Gardens, Southport, Lancashire. The price will
be 2/% post free.

Errata: p.31 - For 'British Transport Commission's Archives' read
British Transport Commission Historical Records'.

Published by the Rallway & Canal Historical Socisty at
8, Stanstead Road, Caterham, Surrey.
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