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Junction providing a new and improved route to the
Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal, the
Birmingham & Liverpool Junction Canal and the port
of Liverpool.

Walker’s next report dated 21 November 1839
dealt with the relative costs of alterations, additional
expenditure and savings and led the committee to
agree to the deposition of new plans with the Clerk
of Peace for application to Parliament. These were:
Tame Valley deviation ; extension to the Walsall Level
(Danks Branch—Toll End); Daw End Branch; and Daw
End Branch (alternative line).

Once these proposals became general knowledge,
two of the principal land owners affected by the
change, Mr Gough and Mr Birch, advised the BCN
committee that they were strongly opposed to the
scheme and refused to give their consent for the
waterway crossing their land. The BCN committee
now faced greatly increased expenses to proceed
with Walker’s line. They decided to adopt the original
parliamentary line of 1838, the extension to Toll End,
and make such improvements as could be effected
under the company’s existing powers and also those
powers for deviating from the line with the consent
of the land owners."

Walker’s scheme might appear to have faced
cancellation, but a hectic period of discussion with
the land owners led to another dated 30 January
1840." In his words ‘he displayed an obstinacy in
favour of his own scheme’. A compromise route was
settled on where the canal line was altered to satisfy
both Gough and Birch. It was this final plan that
submitted as an amendment to the Act, and deposited
with the Clerk of Peace in March 1840. Essentially
there were two major diversions to the Tame Valley
Canal. His 1839 canal took the line south of the initial
contour route that went from Salford Bridge to
Witton, passed Perry Barr to the north but then
swung around to the Tame crossing the Tame to the
south of Bustleholme Mill and then the Grand
Junction Railway. Walker’s first plan was to divert
south of Witton and pass also to the south of the
crossroads at Perry Barr with the all the thirteen locks
on this section with the route passing through Tower
Hill following a course to the North of the initial
parliamentary line. This route would have involved a
diversion of the Tame near Holford Mill and also a
close pass of the mill at Perry Barr. The 1840 alteration
meant the use of the original contour route towards
Witton, which required two locks and then finally

‘._ rcnr.

Figure 1. The lefi-hand plan may be taken as an early contemplated version prior to considering a
Junction for the Rushall Canal. The middle and right-hand plans take the Rushall line junction into
account, and whilst both routes had merit the chosen option was the right-hand plan.

The route to Delves Green was initially featured in the November 1839 application for altering the
route, but this was changed for the second time in March 1840 when another revision was submitted to
amend the route.

31



Figure 2: Tame Valley Canal as originally proposed, 1838
(Staffordshire Record Office, D3186)
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Figure 3: Tame Vallev Canal proposal as amended, 1840. James Walker s route (in
pink) was a major work and provided better accommodation for traders than the
Parliamentary line (in black). Also shown is the proposed line form Darlaston
Green to Hobbs Hole, which was not built (TNA, RAIL 810/100)
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Figure 4. Tame Valley Canal as built
(Staffordshire Record Olffice, D3186)
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Figure 5: routes from Bentley to Wednesfield, 1839.
The Parliamentary line of 1839 (in pink) is shown
together with Walker s alternative proposals (L-C) and (4-K)
(TNA RAIL 810/100)
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Figure 6: Bentley Canal as built, and opened 1843
(Staffordshire Record Office, D3186)

following a straight route climbing up through eleven  flood plain on an embankment. Both the Toll End
locks to a summit level east of the Birmingham &  Extension and the Danks Branch-Salford Bridge
Walsall Turnpike. The second alteration was, as  Canal became known popularly as the Tame Valley
previously mentioned, also a straight cut, from  Canal.

Newton to pass to the north of Bustleholme Mill.
(see Figures 2 and 3, page 32)

- ] S — - Construction
ere were certain engineering challengesbutthe ., )
use of the horse-drawn contractor’s railways to move s )
spoil, and the careful choice of iron, brick and stone The contract for the Tame Valley was let in two

and canal building skills. Hateley Heath awarded to Thomas Townshend, a

e . ; contractor with experience going back to the
b azrcp?,f;ggn‘iﬁ:ﬁgﬂ?ﬁ?{:ﬁﬁu&?FS"&"]%Diggé“r?;; Lancaster Canal in 1794 who had conducted various

back to the Walsall Level was replaced by one near ConEAgts fer faa Binningha,m Capial, He is_ tecorded
as working on Telford’s deep cuttings and

Degkins Auenur: embankments from Ladywood-Smethwick (1825-30),
the Ansons Branch (1830) and Coseley Tunnel (1836-
Toll End Extension Canal 38). He also undertook various railway work, such as

The canal from the Danks Branch to the Walsall ~ making the Grand Junction Railway from James Bridge
Canal near Toll End Furnace basin was considered 0 Vauxhall (1835-37), but was subject to insolvency

as an addition to the canal from Danks Branch to  Proceedings over a lengthy period. When
Salford Bridge. Essentially it was a straight waterway ~ 1ownshend was awarded the Tame Valley contract

with a double towpath built across the River Tame he was also working on the Walsall Extension Canal
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William James (1771-1837) — Miles Macnair 2ee 2o £24.95
160 pages, 240x160mm, 39 illustrations, 12 maps. Hardback
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544 pages, 250x175mm, 141 maps, diagrams and illustrations. Hardback
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72 pages, 230x170mm, 38 illustrations, 6 maps. Paperback
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100 pages, 230x170mm, 31 illustradons and maps. Paperback
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80 pages, 230x170mm, 37 illustrations. Paperback
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80 pages, 230x170, 42 illustrations, 1 map. Paperback
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112 pages, 230x170mm, 61 illustrations. Paperback

The Eleven Towns Railway: the Manchester & Leeds main line — Jeffrey Wells S £12.95
96 pages, 225x250mm, 86 illustrations. Paperback

The Hay & Kington Railways — Gordon Rattenbury & Ray Cook £13.95
132 pages, 230x170mm, 65 illustrations, 14 maps. Paperback

The Light Railway King of the North — A L Barnett £11.95
112 pages, 230x170mm, 84 illustrations. Paperback

The Memories and Writings of a London Railwayman (HV Borley) ... £16.95
160 pages, 230x170mm, 60 illustrations. Paperback

Merthyr Tydfil Tramroads and their Locomotives — P G Rattenbury & M JT Lewis £14.50
88 pages, 230x170mm, 35 photographs, 13 line drawings, 6 maps. Paperback

North Eastern Railway Historical Maps (2nd edition) . (e i £4.95
48 pages, 297x210mm. Paperback

Paddington Station, 1833-1854 — Michael Tutton e s A £8.50
48 pages, 225x250mm, 30 illustrations. Paperback

Orders (UK post free — overseas add 15%) with cheques made payable to ‘RCHS’ to:

Neuille Birch, RCHS Sales Officer, 4 Broadway, Lincoln LN2 1SH. Tel: 01522-881281

‘Desk-top’ publications

Register of British Railway and Tramroad Companies — Anthony R Warren o £10.50
154 pages, A4, wire-bound

Conference papers

Defining a New Research Agenda for Waterways History —Waterways History Conference 1997 £1.40
Recording, Researching, Revealing —Waterways History Conference 1998 ... £2.00
Projects and Publishing —Waterways History Conference 1999 £2.00
Co-operation & Competition: railways’ relationships with other transport modes RCHS/ARS 1999 £5.00

Orders for ‘desk-top’ publications (UK post free — overseas add 15%) with cheques made payable to ‘RCHS to:
Grahame Boyes, 7 Onslow Road, Richmond TW10 60H




Prom fhe Rvish of King's Teignton to the Newton Station in Walborough
View South of the Line.
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Through the Newton Station to the River Teig.
View Noith of the Line.
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