JOURNAL
- of the -~
HAILWAY AND CANAL HISTOrRICAL SOCIRTY

Vol. 2. No. 1 January, 1956

THE BRANCH LINE

Tinmes are changing, but it 1is only in the rate at which they
change that there is any differsence between now anmd any other period
in history; with every change there comes resentment from some
section or other of any race. The particular resentment with which
wa are dealing here concsrns the closure of branch lines.

It the railways are to pay, 1t musi be obvious to any levsl-
headed vercson that economies will have to be made. That branch lines
will bz closed down sven more frequently than they were in the past
1s ¢ne of thoss economies which we may not be able fo avoid. Many of
us (if we examined the matter objectively) would find that ws resent
this on sentimental rathsr than on practical grounds.

In November last, the Branch Line Sociaty announced, somswhat
unaxpectedly, a policy of rasistancs to the closure-of branch lines,
including the ralsing of a petition. At the same time they announced
the possibillity of co-operation tetwsen our two Socletles in the
collection of historical facts. Although, at the first mesting of
the Branch Line Soclety, ths proposal for sctivs oprosition to the
closurs of branch lines was droppsd, certain loopholes woere left, and
the Council of the Rallway & Canal Historical Socisty fesl thsey should
make 1t clear that, wnlle members ars naturally frese to do as they
wish individually, thils Socilaty is concsrned principally with histori-
cal rassarch, and is not affiliated to or in assocliationh with any body
or soclisty whose actlviilss includs, or may includs, criticism of ths
British Transport Commission's policy on any matter. Such activities
ars not vart of our objects, and tha 3oclety wishss to disassociate
itself from them sntirsly.
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THOUGHTS ON THw WRITING OF RATLWAY HISTORY
By Gordon Biddle

- The immedliate reaction of a good many peoble, on heing teld
that one 1s interssted in railway history, 1s "Ch: How dulltf”
Whether that reactlon ls actually expressed degends vpon the extent
of the acquaintanceship, but I think there is little doubt that it is



falt, not only by the layman, but by persons alresady lnterested
iln other aspscts of railways.

At one time, this kind of thinking appllied to history In
general. It was largely considered to be a dull subject at
school, and it is only in racent years that enlightened methods
of teaching have dispselled the contention. In particular,
excellsnt work has been done by present-day historians like
Professor G. 0. Trevelyan. But in the rallway worlid, the old
1llusion only toc often still clings. Thils prompts a number of
questions, but bsfors 1 pose them I must say that they ars
offerad as food for thought, and I am not attemoting to mske
categorical answers.

First of all, the more general gusstions.

To write attractive railway history, does one need a 1lit-
grary style? I am not golng to suggest that such an ability
s absolutely necsessary, or that we should descsend to the extrems
of popular press standards. Indeed, I think 1t is true that when
a wrilter is fortunats enough to be able to write "stylishly",
strict historical accuracy often temds to be subordinatsd to it.
Disastrous results ensue to the work's academic valus. On the
other hand, it may be of definite advantage to have an apprecia-
tion of style, even if we cannot practiss one oursslves, 1In order
to preserve a lively sense of criticism of ocur own efforts.

How far should the historisn confine himsslf to historical
and technical detalls, and how much "leavening" should be put
into, say, the history of a particular lins by way of descriptilons
of the countryside and other surrounding features? I do not infer
that writers should emulats the authors of =arly ralilway guides,
with their voluminous detalls of the scenery for miles arourd,;
but does not the true art of making an account "live" lie in the
building up of that character which svery rallway possesses? To
do this, of courss, not only scenic dstalls, but also the aconomic,
and possibly political, backgrounds to the story ars vital.
tquaily Ilmportant are soclal developmants. Do railway historians
fall to emphasize these aspects? Here let me make a plea for more
generous allusions to railway architecturs. Stations in particu-
lar make some of the greatest contributions to a line's character.

from thess polnts arlses the lmportant quastion of spaca.
Do our rallway Jjournals place tooc savesrs a limit on the langth
of historical articlas? Confinament to a succsssion of facts may
cramp the style of many a budding historian.

And now to more specific problems which will, I suspect,
prove to be the morc contentious.
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The guestion of annotatlons and sources can be thorny. A
piece of work can be criticiged for not containlng sufflclent
refersnces, while anothar may be cordemned because it 1s a mass
of footnotes. Annotations do not add to sass of r ading; lots
of 1ittle figures sprinkled across sach page may deter the general
reader at the outset, yet some form of reference 1s nescessary 1if
the accuracy of the work is to be judged, and the account to be of
permanent values. Agaln, is 1t betier to insert footnotss, or
should all references be lumped together at the end? Should
sources be placed in a separate bibliography? The work can be
more sasily read thils way, as a contlnuous narrative, but thare
is little doubt that for refsrence purposes it 1s exaspsrating to
be continually turning to the back of a book, and then to try to
pick up the threads of the text again.

Similar provlems spply to Acts of Parliament and dates. Is
it really necessary to quote hoth the precise date and tha Act?
Bo we interd to clutter our writing with ftoo much information which
mixht mors convenlenily be placed in appendlices, both for improv-
ing the text and for vetter refersnca? The same point applies to
distancss. Often we find them given in miles and chains, and
then repestad in tabular form at the erd. The use only of the
lattzr method might considerably enhance ths appeal of a work.

Finally, the history of most lines, but particularly the
sarly onss, nesds vary little "telling", yet often a number of
devices are used in an attempt to emphasize the highlights of some
event, startling, amusing or tragic. To return to Trevelyan, his
English Joclial History is an object lesson in letting facts speak
for themselves.

Needless to say, thess are only some of the questions which
come to mind when considaring the writing of rallway history;
there are many more. Nelther are they all my own. Some have bean
advanced by others during correspondsnce and discourse, but I fesl
sure these friends will welcome a wider field of discussion.
Perhaps tii2 Wditor will allow readers to present theilr views as
wall? The objects of thse Society include the words "to foster
and maintain investigation and research."! If we can help railway
history to be more widely appraciated, surely that particular
object will hawve been well servad?

(No doubt some readers would like to express their own ideas
about this interassting topic. Letters should rsach me by
smarch 10. - zd.)
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“STOKERS AND POKER3"
C. L. Mowat

Readers of recent works on rallway history and raillway
lore have heen regaled with accounts of railwey working in
the 1840s taken from the pages of a book putlished by John
Murray in 1849: 3Stokers and Pokers; or, the London and North-
Western Rallway, the Rlectric Telegraph, and the Railway
Clearinz House, by the author of "Bubbles from fhe Brunnen
of Nassau.'™ They may, 1f the title 13 mentioned, have
wondered what such an oddly-named book was ebhout. It 1is
worth a moment's attention, as one of the earliest popular
accounts of rallway working - a class of rallway literature
still very much with us.

Stokers and Pokers was written by Sir Francis Bond Head
(1793-18757, "author of a number of miscellansous works of
which one other, Highways and Dryways, the Britannia and Conway
Tulbular Bridges (1849}, 1s of rallway Interest. Head was an
oirTicer 1n the Royval Englneers, was present at the battle of
Waterloo, and on retiring from the corps in 1825 made laboriocus
prospecting expeditions in Argentina and Chile for the Rio
Plata Mining Assoclaticns. In 183U he was made an assistant
poor-law commissioner; in 1835 he was suddenly franslated to
Upper Cansda. as its lieutenant-governor, and served in the
Erovince during the rebellion of 1837 - which led indirectly

o his recall. His elder brother, Sir George Head (1782-1855),
was an officer in the commissariat of the army and also served
in Canada; he was deputy Knight-marshal under William IV and
Queen Victoria. He 1s best known for his Home Tour through
the Manufacturing Districis of England in the summer of 1835,
Yet another man of the same famlly nams, though unrelated %o
the two brothers, had a rather similar career: Sir Edmund
Head Walker (1805-1868),a scholar, linguist and translator, an
assistant poor-law commissioner and subseguently one of the
comnissioners (1841), governor of New ZBrunswick (1847} amd
governor-general of Canada (1854-1861).

Stokers arnd Pokers is written in a clear and lively style,
seasoned with occasional amusing anecdotes; as when a driver
says to his stoker, concerning the nolses of the wird in the
newly-erected telegraph wires beside the line: "I say, Jack,
ain't they a giving it to 'em at Thrapstons?" It begins with
a long chapter, from which several writers have quarried, on
the consiruction of the London & Birmingham Rallway, and sspec-
tally of the Kilsby tunnel, the ways of the navvies ard the
achievements of the early engineers. Head mentions that 26
men lost their lives in the construction of the tunnel, "two
or three of whom were 'navvies', killed in trying, 'for fun' -
as they termed it - to Jjump one after another across the
summits of the shafts.”
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Chapter three describes the scene at Kuston on the depart-
ure and arrival of trains. The approach of up tralns, giiding
down the bank from Cemden under the care of the benlk-riders, was
still announced to the "little signal-office” on the up platform
by the "loud melancholy whine" from ths compresssed-alir pipe from
the mouth of the tunnal &t Primrose Hill, wnersupon the signalman
sounded a bell =rd, at night, turned un the 67 gas lamps abova
the curving platform of 900 feet, at which "the beautiful iron
reticulation which sustains the glazed roof appears like falry
work." After arrival, the carriages were moved Individually on
to the sidings by the turntables along the platform line, and
were et once ilnspected, greased, ssarched and cleaned, outside
ard in, by an aroy of clsansrs, male amd femnale. There is also
an excellent chapter on the sorting and dispatch of parcels from
the Parcel Dellvery Offics; by day parcels were sent in the
"oreak-waggons" of passenger trains, by night 1n special vans,
two for Birmingham and ons sach for Manchester, Liverpool,
Carlisle, Newcastle, Derby amd Nottingham.

The chapters on the two raillway towns, Wolverton and Crews,
will ba familiar to reasders of Canon Lloyd's Railwaymsan's
(zllney. The workin% day In the shops at Crews was then from
€ a.m. 50 5.20 p.m. (4 p.m. on Saturdevs). The Company was a
benevolent landlord amd employer, providing houses, a school, a
church, public vaths, healih insurance (at Crewe), a reading
room at Wolverton wheunce a "flying library" of 600 volumes circu-
lated in 19 boxes carried by train to varlous statlions. Ths
refreshment rooms at Wolverton were famous. Thelr steff consis-
ted of "a matron or generallissima," scven "very young ladies
to walt upon the passengers,” four men aid thraee boys as walters,
ona man-cook with his kitchsn mald ard two scullery malids, two
housemalds, a still-room maid to make tea and coffee, two
lanndry maids, a baker, a taker's boy, a gerden boy and an "odd
mar.”" The staff had to cross back and forth between the North
andt Jouth refreshment rooms according to the direction of the
train noxt expected. Travellers arrlved parched amd rawvenous,
for they ccnsumed annualiy "182,500 Banbury cakes, 56,940 Queen
cakes...N3,600 pounis of mget...1o,425 quarts of milk...8,088
bottles of lemonale, 10,416 of soda water, 45,012 of stout,
ﬁz €92 of ale... an. we regret to add, 666 bottles of gin,

L7of rum,2,322 of orandy."

We may pass over the chapters, all full of fascinating
detall, cclcerning the engine sheds at Camden (with 18 coke
cvens making coke for the engines' fuel), the lost 1luggage
office, the "flying post-office" (T.P.0.), the Rallway Clearing
Hougn, apt the public telegraph service. One of the best
chspters is that on the "Goods Department" at Camden, which
desoribes the roception and dispatch of outward traffic collec:
ted by the two rival concerns, Pilckford and Chaplin & Horne,
the Company's agents.
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There 1s no separate chapter on traffic working, but
sevaral incidental references are supplemented by the appendix,
which reproduces the Company's rules and regulatlons concerning
signals, enginemen, guards, breaksmen, statlonmasters, ballast
enzines, and the working of the tunnels at Lime Street and
Wapping, Liverpool. Tralns wsre worked on the time-interval
system, regulated by the signals glven by the policeman at each
station by flag or iamp or by semaphore (particularly at
Junctions). "Auxillary 3ignals, worksd by a wire, are placed
HO0 yards in advance of the 3tation Signal Post" at many
statlons, glving the caution indlication (green light) when the
red was "turned on at the Station." Fog signals were also used.
Pointsmen had charxrge of points, usually two at each station
working twelve-hour turns. At Crews there wers three pointsmen
cont inuously on duty, one of whom was responsible for 17 palrs
of points. "His box stands beiween ths Liverpool and Chester
lines." "Nothing can apparently be more chserless than ths
existance of these poor fellows," adds Head; but remarks that
he has invarisbly found them contented and interested in their
duties, as is shown by "the flowers which we observed blooming
arourd their little wooden habitations." The antiguity of
modern methods 1s demonstrated in the instructions for single-
line working during relaying in Kilsby tunnel in Februarv, 184&:
trains werse to b2 regulated by policemen using the telsgraph
line through the tumnel to send "Line clear," "Line bleocked,"
"Train in," "Train out."

In his final chapter, "™oral," Head ralses a question
still, alas, femiliar. Are fares too high, or has Parliament
compelled the rallways to set them too high for profitable work-
ing? "When, therefore, in the rapid development of our great
national railway system 1t was found necessary for the accommo-
dation of a fraction of the public to apply to Parliament for
powers to make these unremunerating branci lines, the companies
were certalniy in theory entitled fo expect the extra assist-
ance we havs explained (authority to levy upon a branch
"higher tolls than are sufficient on the trunk line"); instead
of which they were practically informed that, unless they would
consent to LOWER their tolls altogether, thsy would not be
allowsd to develop their system by the construction of any
branch lines.”
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DICKING AND THE IRON ROAD

"a railroad opened from Rochester to Maldstone
which connacts Gadshill abt once with the whole sea-
cozst ..... By and bye we shall have the London, Chathanm
and Dover too, that will bring it (Gadshill) within an
hour of Canterbury and an hour and a half of Dover.”

(Extract from letter from Dickens to his
biographer, John Forster: August 1857.)

Readers of Dickens's workc who heve confined thelr attentlon
to the long novels only, and have reed the awe-inspliring and
&ll@&OflCﬂl descrlptLoms of *alldaj travelling, for instance in
LCowcey and Scn, or the rather ill-ftennered accounts of American
tralns in mMartin Chuzzlewii ard Amorlggz ¥pteg, may wsll be sur-

rrissd at the barsly concealsd zxulians note in the above extract,
and find it difficult to reconcile the two widely divergent views.

The fact 1s that Dickens the novelist regarded rallweys in a
different light from Dickens themen 1n the aureﬂt Dickens the
assay ist, and particularly Dickens the editor. In the novels,
wa are all familiar with the finsly described coach JOUrneys:
the genial red-faced coachnen, thering of the horses’ hoois on
the rcad, the jingls of the balls, thes fanfare on the guasrds'
horns, and all the mwst of the semawhat idzalized conditions, all
of which are descrived with o kKind of nooualﬂ-c zest. In the
essays or "papers", as will be ssen latsr, a much more realistic
and apprsclativs aporoach to the rallvway Wlll be found and, as
ths short- lived editor of the D&i_l_QGWo, Dicksans hailed the
railways as "progress in its most spectfacular shape."

The ”Rochester—MaﬂdstonePuﬁlway” to which he refers was, of
course, the extension of the Zouth Fastern Railway ¢ North Kent
1inz, which hsd been opsncd in June 1855, ard the "Chatharm ani
Lover" was to be ccmpleued from Strood to Faversham in 1858 as
tne £irsy portion of the Tast Kent Railway. It is curinus that
he sheu’d have called 1% the London, Chathem & Dovser, as it was
nut, sn foct, gallaed this unt‘l 159, Tne nearest stations to
nls ‘*na wers digham on the 3.E8.R., fregquently mentiored in his
lottvers, eud, presumably, the cld Rochester & 3trood station on
he 1..C. & U, Sole Street seems nsver to be menticunesd; 1t was
atout four miles from Gadshill.

_.‘
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In a letter to Wilkie Collins, dated August 25, 1859,
Dickens wrote: "I want to come to Broadstairs next Wednesday
by the mid-day train." This is interesting, as there was no
railway to Broadstalrs until 186%, so the journsy must have
been made on the South Eastern to Ramsgate, and thence by road.



After a somawhat unsuccessful visit to the Isle of Wight
in 3eptembsr 1849, he mentions in a letter that he travellied
on the "Portsinouth Railway to Relgate" (now Redhill), and thence
by the South castern to Broadstairs via Centasrvbury amd Ramsgate.
Later in hig life, when giving his "Readings," he travelled
almost sntirely by train, but says very little about his
Journeys. He was a passengsr in the boat express which was
wracked at Staplehurst in 1865, and wrote of this in the post-
script to Qur mutual Frisnd.

There 1is practically no raference at all to railways in
most of hls more popular books, sxcept for an allegorical
chapter heading in Pickwick Papers, and a refersnce to construc-
tlon work in Chapter LV of Bleak Housse. In Qld Curiosity Shop,
that tedlous couple, Little Nell and her grandfather, treovel
partly by canal, and 1t 1s much to be regretted that the barge
did not sink:

Rallways are mentloned in the fellowing books:

Martln Chuzzlewlt: descriptions of travelling in the United
states, but not In Ingland, where the coach still flourished
(1842), although Mrs. Gamp doss make reference to the
"screechin’ railroad ones" (engines), and thsir alleged devas-
tating effect on expsctant mothers.

Ansrican Notes: quite lengthy descriptions of U.S. Rallways.
Dombey &nd Son: interesting asccount of the London & Birmingham
line at Camdsn Town in Chapters VI and XV, together with a
metaphorical description of the journsy to Bilrmingham. Later
in the book appsars ths grussome account of Carker's death on
the 3.E.R. at Paddock Wood.

Hard Times: Several refersences to travsl in Coketown (Preston).
Our mutual Friend: references to the London & Greenwlch Rall-
way, tha Greal Western in the Henley-on-Thames district (with
some odd dsscriptions of signal lamps); also to Paddington
Station, though not by name.

Lazy Tour of Two Idle Apprentices (with Wilkis Collins):
reference to the L. & N.¥.R, In the Chsstsr district.

The Mystery of Gdwin Drood: This last amd unfinlished work con-
fains ssvaral rsferaences to the S.E.R. at London Bridge and
"Cloisterham" (Rochsster); also to the L.C. & D.R. None of
thase is mentionsd by name, but the inferences are clear.

Of the shorter works, in Reprinted Pleczs, therg 1s a
delightful account of a journey to Paris inh 1851, ard a brief
account of the rallway at Folkestone in "Out of Town." In
Thz Uncomamercial Traveller, two papers, "The Calals Night
Mail™ and "Oallbecrough Town," contaln references to the rail-
way at Dover and Chatham raspectively; also to French lines.
In Christmas 3teories, there 1s rsisrence to the London &
Greerwich In "The soven Poor Travellsrs". Thils booX also
contalins the well-known ghost story "The Signaiman."




A Tew years as o, there appsared in the Dickensian quarterly
an ingenious attswpt to fix the "date" of whe Zawin Drocd mystsry
from cluss elicltzed from the strangaly roundaibout journsys ths
characters maks from Cloistsrnam to Loadeon, but when thess wers
correlatced with other rsfersnces in ths bock, the attempt was
fourd to have miscarricsd.
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"A JTN STEZAM-BOAT FOR CANALS"

"A newly-constructed apparatus by Christies and Company, of
London, is now working upon the Duks of Bridgewater's canal
batwesn Runcorn and Praston Brook. It consists, first cf all,
of a slimple barge, wnlch carries the sngins, but, of courss,
h2s no paddles. 1t propels 1tsslf, with whatzvsr burdsn is
atteched to it, oy wsans of a rope, onz and of which is made
fagt at guncorn and the other ot Preston Brook; theres ars two
barrels fixed in thne engine-boat, which are made to revolve roumd
thelr centre-vlecss by the power of the engine, and, as they go
round, thay wind up one end of the rope and lst out ths other;
so that when the barge is at either of the above-msntlon=d places
ons barrel is bare and ths other filled with the coil. Ths rops
that 15 loosed falls, by its own gravity, to ths bottom of the
canal, so that there is no obstruction cffsred to other vesssls ...
On Tussday last, six loadsd barges wsrs attached to the boat,
four of 40 tons burdsn, and two swallsr boats, making altogsther
250 tons burden, indevandently of the stsam-boat, which it took
to Preston Brook, about 5 miles, in two nours. It szams fully
to answer the expectations of tha trustses, and 1t will enable
them to clear the docks of ths diffsrsnt carriags bargss at a
wonderful rats of disvatch - "Livsrpool Msrcury." (This appsars
to be an old thing applied to a n3w purposs - B1.)"

(From Herapath's Railway Journal, Dec. 4, 1847).

I T T T S S S S T

W2 vsIy much regret to record the death, on 3eptember 19, of
Randel H. wyatt. A Cawbridge graduate, he was a schoolmaster
unsil 19535, when nhe turned to socisl work, being Joint Warden of
the Manchaster University Settlement for ssvan ysars. In 1948 he
davsloped an idea that hal long been in his mind, and founded the
Canal Crulsing Company at Stone, and bullt up a canal cruising
hiring business at the old canal wharf. Mr. Wyatt was a firm
belligver that canal traffic and the volume of plessure traffic
could be increased and becoms an alternative method of transport
to the roads. The business 1s baing carried on by his family.



noted.
except obvious errors; no others have baen included.
any further corrections (with sources
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WTHE RAITWAY MANIA AND TTS AFTERMATHM , by H. G. LEWIN

In the Jenuary, 1955 issue of the Journal, Mr. M. D. Greville asked
members 1o send Lim &ny corrections which should be made in this work, end the
following is a list of those he has received, together with those he had alrcady
Definits contemporary evidence is available for all these correciicus,
He will be glad to receive
} which could be embodied in a later list.

Line 12: 1922 should read 1922, when L. & Y. and L. & N.W. Rlys amalgamated.
Peb. 10 - Maryport & Carlisle: Should be Brookfield to Low Row - 4 miles
(9ieton to Brookfield and Aspatria to
Low Row opened Dec. 2, 1844). Total

for year therefore 260+ miles.

June 9 - Manchester & Birmipgham: Goods 8“}%5 Cheadle to Poruhon {3 miles)

opene pessengers Nov. Z4.

Lipe 20: The three stations were not closed until Oct. 1, 1855.

Feb. 6 - Preston & ¥®yre: Should reed Feb. 16.

March 18 -~ Lonion & Brighton: Should read March 186,

April 15 - Manchester & Leeds: Should read April 12.

Jure 18 - North British (Bdinburzn--Berwick) Should read June 28
{Haddinrtion Eranch/ (18 was formal)

Novy. 6 - Newcastle & Carlislie: Yassenger ovening March 1, 1847,

Nov.18 - Loundon & North Western: Should read Nov. 18.

g 8

T, ¢ B.W. - Ormskirk no Faintora: Delete. Total should thus be 1653 miles.

Lines %2 and &5: For L. & N W, read North Union.

Anril 1 - Colchester, S. V. 3. & H.: Shoulld resd Merch 31.

June T - Lublin & Drogheda: Opening was first week in June.

%%gLJg% - B.U. & Hadleizh Jc.: Goods only; passengers Sepl. 2.
-\c.

Faych 1 ~ E. Coupties: Should read Goods Feb. 1; Passengers March 1.

bpril & - Nezwmarket: Opened Jan. % (Goods); April 4 (Passenzu:is).

June - Lanrasihire & Yorksh;;gg, For Shaftholme read Aslern;

dous 7 -~ Greaip Northern ' date should read June 5.

July 18 ~ L. & Y. (Wegt Riding Union): Should read July 17.

Footnote to ieeds & Thirsk {Jan. S): Passenger opening was June 1.

i
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Deg.22 ~ Sheffield, Ashton & Menchester: Should read Dec. 23 (22 was formal).

Ot

Ly & N.W.: Should read Sept. 15, {Iimited opening - full service Dec.l).



290 8%&5::%} East Lipcolnshire: For Firstby read Firsby.

Qct. 1 - East Lincolnshire: Should read Oct. 2.
291 QOc¢t, 1 -~ Iondun & South Western: Should read Sept. 1.
UBt 2 - Eastern bovnties* Should read Goods Aug. 15; Fassengers Oct. 2.

._——.-. T

293 Julv pl - S, u. & AL Snould read July 20
Aug, 1 - M.S.J.7& A.: Add Yend extemsion to ILondon Roed." Mileege correct.
294  Agg:  "Sept. <2 ~ Manchester, South Jc¢. & Altrincham.
Altrinchem to Bowdon #." Total should thus be 8113.
Cet. 1 - London & South Western: Should read Cot. 8.
Oct. 29 - North Britvish: Lailway Times of Nov. 3, 1849, reporting this
passenger7 onening steted that line had been open
Yfor some time for goods traffic.®
1 - BE. Union: Should read Goods Deo. 3.
395 June 21 - Bolton, Blackburpn C. & W. Yorks: Should read June 22.
%96 Jupe Y - North Britich: Date was June 17.
8
)
i

Newnarket: Should resd Sept. 9.
E. & W. 1ndie Dks & Birmingham Jgc.: Should read Dec. 7.
Torin British end ¥. N. & B.: Should read: "North British -
Kelso (Maxweliheugh) to Sorouston June. 1z m™
“"Y.N., & B. ~ Sprouston %o Sprouston Junc. 1 m.%
Oct. 1 - Leeds Northern: Opened Aug. 4 (Goods) end Aug 18 (Passengers).
Cch. 1 - E &% W, Yorkshire Je.: Operned July 21. For Starbeck read Knaresborough.
Oct. 6 ~ Newmarket: Should read October 9.
293 Foopuote to York, Newecastle & Berwick (Dec. 20): Passenger openlng was
June 1, 1853
481 No., Bl - Bagt of Fife. For Aug. 8, 1857, reed Aug. 11, 1857.
483 No. 42 - Northern Coupties Union: For April 12, 1862, read April 8, 1862.

11
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The L. & N.W. Rly Delph bronch is omitted by Lewin, but it has not been
vossible to obtaln contemporary evideunce of the opening dete {Sspt. 1, 1851) quoted
et the time of the recent closing. The Editor would be gled to heur from any
member who can supvly this.
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ARTICLES:

RECENT LITERATURE
William J. 3killern

“now your Waterways. (1955). (Coram, 5/-).

The North RBritish "ailway 1955. (Ian Allan 25/-)

Chronological List of the Rallways of Cheshire,
1827~103G (195%). (Historic Soclety of
Lancashire & Cheshirs, 2/3%). (Also in "Tran-
sections of the Historle Society of Lancashire
& Cheshirs," Vol. 104, 1954).

A Tentative Check-1list of sarly European rallway
literature, 1831-1848. 1955  (Baker Library,
Harvard Graduate School of Business Adninistra-
tlon, Sol?iers Fisld, Boston 62, Mass., U.3.A.
%51 or 35 ~).

A short History of ths Llverpool & wanchsster
Rallway, 1955. (Rallway & Canal Historical
3ocisty, 3/9). Duplicatszd typescript.

snasfsll mountaln Rallway, 1805-1955 1955
(Light Rly Transport Leagus, 1/-}.

Red for Danger: a history of rallway accidsants
and railway safaty prscautions. 1955
(John Lans, 16/-).

The Journal of the Branch Lins Joclety.
Monthly from October, 1955. (Gratis to
members of Branch Line 3Socisty, 19 Worcester
Street, Stourbridge, Worcs.) Duplicated
typescript.

Captalin William Pesl, V.C., and the Sandy-Potton Railway, by

Pater Hull. (In "Bedfordshire Magazine,"”
Vol. 5, No. 34, Autunn, 1955).

ihe Zullding of Cork's Tunnsl, by Walter mcGrath. (In "Cork

Waskly fxaminer," Christmas Number,
Dacsuber, 1955).

The First Rallway to Bast Grinstead, by Jeoffry 3penca, (I

"Zast Grinstead Observer," Juns 17 & 24,
July 1, 1955).

ne Conal with 200 ysars history: (the Sankey Brook Navigation).

(In "Widnes Guardian," September 19, 1955).
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CORRESPONDENCE

S3ir, - In the July nuaber of the Journal, mr. Willlams asked
the very ralevant question atout the signilficance of particular
pleces of inforwetion, i.e. whasther they wara unusual or not.

He espacially msntiloned Parlismentary legislation, and while his
suggestion of wide reading is the only safe msthod, thers ars
several books in this fizld which may be of uss. In .any cass,
to read widely in the prilvate railway Acts - which number
thousands - can bsccme a full-time Jjob.

The contants of privatzs Acts were not a mattser of chancs,
and depanded partly on the Standing Orders of the two Houses of
Parliamesnt, and also on tha gensral railway Acts. The 3Starding
Orders of the Commons have besn axamined recantly, in great
detall, in C. C. Williams, The Historical Development of Private
Bill Procsdure snd 3tanding Orders in the Housse of Commons
(B.¥.5.C.), 18088, 2 vyols.) This 1Is a necessary reference book
for any serious studsnt of transport history. Also imporiant,
ot less detadlsd, 1s F. Clifford, History of Private Rill
Lemislation 1885-7 (2 vols.)

T2 first gensral railway Acts of lmportance were passed in

18L5, 20d they can be found, with later legislation and decislons
of law courts {(%fogether with commentariss;, 1n various law books
pucllished Trom tinme to tims. One ussful book is H. Godefroil amd

J. Shortt, The Law _of Railway Companias, 1869. Thers are various
editions of Halsbury's Lawg of wmnglard. Proi. 0. Kshn-Freurd's
Law of Inland Transport 1s the stancard book at present; 1t con-
cantrates largely on rates and charges, but has a great deal of
historical material. Before 1845, Acts of Parliament terded to
vary, but a useful summary cof ths clauses in railway Acts can be
found in Appsrdix 31 to ths Second Report from the Selesct Commit-—
tee on Railways, 183%39. Of particular interest in the pressnt
cantext are the annual reports of the Rallway Department of the
Board of Trade on Rallway and Canal Billls, which began in 1855,
ALl rallwgy Bills weras examined by the Board of Trade, and any
peculliar or unusual clauses were commented on. This might well
provide a short cut when trying to decide on the imporiance of a
particular pliece of legisiation.

Other books of relevance and usefulness are!

E. Cleveland-3tavens: English Rallways: thelr Development ard theilr
Relation 1o the State. 1915.
C. C. Wang: Legislative Regulaiion of Raillway Finance in Englamd.
Pupbilshed 1n 1916 In I11Inols.
G. . Bvans: British Corporation Financse, 1775-1850.
Baltimore 193D,

Yours, &c.
H. POLLINS.
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EQOK. REVITNS

" INTRODUCING CANAL3. A Guids to British Waterways Today"
by Charles Hadfield. Published by Ernest Benn Lid. Price 16/-.

Unlike other forms of transport,inland navigation has been
singularly neglected by historians and writers. If 1s only in
comparatively recent years that s revival of intserest hss taken
place which has led to the sppsarancs of a modsst nurber of
books on thae subjsct.

Revivad interest In our inlard waterways has often centred
on the sentimental and plcturesqyue, and has thus tended to
obscurs the sconomic reasons why so many of our smeller canals
are unussd commercially today.

Kr. Hadfield haos already done much to fill the gaps in the
story of the canals. With "Introducing Canals" he has written a
thorough and intsresting introduction to the waterways aimed
rather st the gensral reader than the speclalist. Adeguately
1llustrated, it is essentilally a practical book in which the
author has set out the sort of things that he himsell would liks
to hawve Known aboul canals twenty years ago.

. There are chaptsers dealing with the commercial side of
canals, their shaps and form, on where to hire boats, and how to
explore ania navizate along them. What makes the book so useful
to would-ve historians 1s the historical bilas that has led the
author to luclude a cnaptar on the exploricg of derellct canals,
and. a gazettesr and index listing all canals of any lmportancs
that have been bulll in Grzat Britain. Ths former cheptsr sets
out a dozen sclected itineraries around the wore Intsasresting
spots in our canal svstem which have already been provad to be a
gocd basis ror a waskend's field work. In the gazattesr, the
author has givsn historicel notes cn sach canal. Thls information
cannot so readlly be obtained elsewhsre, and inclusion in "Introd-
ucing Canals" will make this book an invaluable “g%ﬁsg reference.”

"oID TOR DANGTIR" by L. T. C. Rolt. Published by The Eodley Head.
Price 1&/-.

Most of us have read kir. Rolt's "Narrow Roat" with great
enjoyment, and Tound his mors adventurous veyage in Ire.nnd de-
lightfully descritad in "Croon and 3i1lver." Readers who had no
interest 1n caral histery digested a gond deal of 1t in these
books, and fourd 1t paiatable. Taz cuthor's rame on "Red for
Danger" will, thsraefore, arouss expectations of a most readstle
voluma and, sinee acccunts of rallway accldents must insviiably
rgveal detalls ci early railways, we hopn to find this bool lead-
Ing 1ts regders to a deeper int2rsest in the history of raillways.



15

A rallway accident is a horrible, unnerving sxperisnce
and the author relates the details vividly ane dramatically.
Yet his descriptions are never as sensatblcnal ard grussome
35 those to be found 1n certain newspagrers of the tims. The
masterly revorts of Inspecting Officers have besn carefully
condensed into narrative forn, and the story of developments
in railway ovsrating safeguards 1s told in language which the
layman can clearly understand.

some of the particulars of the earlier accidents may be
open to discute. The expsrimental locomotive which exploded
at cromsgrove in 1840 was named 3Surprisg according to contem-
porary accounts and not, as Mr. RoIt says, Zclipse. Qccasion-
ally errors have passed into print urdetected, as in thes statement
that Thirsk 1s on the Great MNorthern main line, and that Frodsham
Turnel was, 1o 185%, on the "Chestser & Warrington Junction Railway.’
melthar can one agree that it is "unlikely that the track circuit
will evar put the British raillway signalian out of a job." I%
nas already done so in many placss, and the few words on modern
signalling installations shows that &r. Rolt knows it.

Tne pupblisher clailms that every major accident betwesen 1840
and 1940 has bsen dsalt with in this book. Whati, one might ask,
constitutes a inajor rallway accldent? zvidently not the number
of casualties, sincs there 1is no mention of ssveral which wers
particularly disastrous from that point of view. Nor 1is an
unfortunats comeination of circumstances the criterion, for theare
is no refzsrznce to the accidant at King's Langley in 1935 (where
four trains wsre involvad}, nor to the unusual Oskley Junction
collision in 1938. dHowevar, the better known accidents,
Absrgele, Armagh, 3alisbury, Quintinshill and the like ara all
discussaed, but enough material 1s lsft out to provide a second
volume on the subject, which would be equally a.t1:1’&1(:(1_:;'we}.I
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"CHERONOLOGICAL LIST OF THZ RAILWAY3S OF CHESHIRE, 1837-1939"
by M. D. Greville. Published by the Historic 3Society
of lLancashire & Cheshire, 10 Beach Priory Gardens,

Southport. Price 2/3%.

This volume 1is similar in layout to ths previcusly publilshed
Lanpcesnirs Chronology," and consists of only ten pages, but what
wealth of waterlal 1s contained in such swall compass! The author's
name 15 surficlent guarantee for the careful and painstaking
rezZearca necessary to ensure the high stendard of accuracy essential
in a publication of this nature. Ths layout is based in the consti-
tuents of the companies formed by the 1923 Grouping, followesd by the
various Jeoint Lings. It might have besn better, since this is 3
chronological 1ist, to have inciuded the early constitusnt companies
ol the major lines in front of the list of lines opened by these ma-
Jor companies,thus kssping the entries to a more strict date ordsr.

it
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The uninitiated in Chzsairs rallway history may be led astray
by one or two sntries, and an additional explanatory nois here and
there would have veen advisablae: for cxample, the 3Stockport to
Sandbact opening on kay 10, 1842 is tiuve enough, but it should be
made cisar that the 3tockport station at that time was the prasent
Heaton Norris station. Similarly, the entry for Cheadle to Poynton
Collierles should carry a nots to the effect that Cheadle refers to
the prosent Cheadle Hulme station.

The Cheshire Lines Committee line from Stockport to Altrincham
lost its regular passengar sarvics from Skelton Je. to Deansgate Jo.
(33 ¢chains) in 1930-1 whan the local service between these two towns
was withdrawmn. This has been omiftted.

The author and the Historic Socisty are to be congratulated on
publishing this cnronology in thsir Transactions and, furthermors,
making it gensrally avallable in he ioiw of a reprint. It provides
a valuatls addition to ths swall number of accurate books desaling
with the railway history of the North West. It 1s unhesitatingly
racomunended, not only to the nativss of the ares, but to the rallway
historian at 1ar§e. The writer doss not remember a more profitabls
expenditure of 2/3% for a long, long tims.
GC HO
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NZWS_FROM_THE SQCIETY

HON. SECRETARY'S NOTE3

dv.embership List. A new list will be forwarded to members
shortly. OCuly two members have resigned, and although eleven havs
falled to renew thelr subscriptions, it is hoped that thils 1is only
an oversight. The total nmber of members up to Dsecember 1k is 95.
This 1s an excellent figuve Tor a Scociety having such limited
Interests as ours, but 1t is lmpsrative that we should alm =t
having at lsast 200 menbere in order to make our efforts Isolt armd
apprecliated. The Council hovas that all members will do itheilr
utmost to encourazs their friends to join. Coplses of the prospec-
tus arz avallable on rsquast.

Adotes on Socliaty Visits. A member has asked whether Notsas
lesued 1in connectlon with Scclety visits and outings can be mads
avallable to members wno are unable to take part. There are
usually a number of coples of these Notes lsrit over, armd the Hon.
Sacretary wlll be glad to supply members upon request and recsipt
of a stamped and addressed foolscap envelope. Application shougi
not be made until afisr the date of thse particular esvent.

Publications received. Tha following have bsen received and
ﬁraxefully acknowleczad since publication of ths last Journal;
‘Chronological List of the Rallways of Cheshire, 1&3%7-1933", by
M. D. Greville - from the author; "Illustratad Cuids to the Midland
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Rallway Exhibit at Derby Mussum", from J. B. Sheldon; "Waterways,"
staff Magazine of British Waterways (No. 2) - from the Public Rela-
tions Adviser, 3.T.C.; "Captain William Pesl, V.C., and the Sandy-
Potton Railway," from G. N. Webb; "The First Railway to East Crinstead
from Jeoffry Spence; "The Building of Cork's Tunnel," from W.McGrath
(for details of these last three sse "Recenit Literaturse.®)

REPORTS ON EVENTS

London. A very successful meeting was held at the B.T.C. His-
torical Records Saction at Royal QOak on October 15, by kind permission
of the Archivist to the Commission, Mr. L. C. Johnson. mr. Johnson
opened the proceedings with & short talk on the work of the Records
Section, following which 22 members and 2 visitors were conducted
Tound the Records Offics. Tea was arranged at a nearby restaurant by
our member, Mrs. A. M. Hadflsld, and the occaslon was considered by
gveryoneg to have been most enjoyable.

Birningham. The Local Group for this ares pald a visit to the
statlons of one~time London & Birmingham ard Grand Junctlon Railways
at Curzon 3treet on November 12. Seven members amnd three visitors
ware present, and under the guldance of Mr. Wood, Chief Clerk of the
Coods Department, the party Inspected the bulldings amd other rellcs
of the original stations. The Socliety's thanks are due to Mr. Wood
ard Zriltlsh Rallways for thelr kind co-operation.

FORTHCOM ING BVENTS

1956 Programme. A programme for the coming year will be for-
warded %o members shortly. Dates will be given for fixtures in the
early part of the year, and approximate daiss for other events, in
crder that members may book them well in advance. Final dates will
be given in the April Journsl where necessary.

Annual General Meeting. This will take plages at Gloucestsr
during the weekend meeting, May 5 and 6. The business meeting,
which will take the same form as that of last year, will be held at
the Midland & Roval Hotel, Gloucester, during the evening of May 5.
There is still some accommodation at the hotel for menbers wishing
to stay there. The full programme for the weekend will be sent to
members, with the Agernda, 1in March.

London. A meeting will be held in March, and advice about
this will De given in the 1956 Programme.

Birmingham. The Local Group will be holding a meetling at the
Chambar of Commerce, 95 New Sireet, Birmingham, at 7 p.m. on
January 17 next. Mr. M. D. Greville will give a talk on "Some
Pitfalls of Hesearch into Railway History.

De%pg. A mesting will be held at the Museum & Art Gallery,
Wardwick, Derby, at 3.45 p.m. on February 25. 4 visit will be
made to the largs Mldland Rallway exhibit In the Museum, followed
by tea, and then a lecturs. The meeting will close in tims for
mambars to catch last trains home.



Novth Nest. 1t 1s hoped that a meeting will bs arranged at
Carnforin in mid-January. Members will be adv1u3d

Although these meeltings are intsndad primarily for member
living in the arcas concerned, all othsr nenorro who ars able to
amtbnu will be very welcoms. The 3ccistv's ciojects will bs
achileved more quickly if membsrs from diffsrent parts of the
country can gat to know each othar.

LOCAL GRQUPS

As mentioned in the Journal last April, the formation of Local
Groups has been considerad. A Group has been set up in Blrmlngnam,
tc serve mambers in the Midlands, arnd the local organizer is
Mr. P. L. Dyka, 273 0ld Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, Worca. Endeav-
ours are now bsing maede to szt up similar Groups in London and
Manchaestsr, ard also for the North West and the Kast Midlands. Ds-
tails of forthcoming mestings will appear 1ln the Journal, and organ-
izers ars asked to keep in fouch with the Editor. Nothag should bs
received by him not later than the 10th of thz month praceding publi-

cation.

QUERIES SCHIME

The response to tha scheme announced in the October Journal
has so far besn nil, but it is hopsd that some membsrs may conslder
1t useful and send in quseries.

LIVERPOOL & MANCHESTER RAILWAY

The Society's publication, "A Short History of the Liverpool &
Manchester Raillway,”™ by G. Q. Holt, is now avallable, ?rice 2/9 post
free from the Hon. Sectetary. Sales are proceeding well, and mem-
bers who have not yst obtained a copy are advised to send their
remittances now.

BIBL IOGRAPHY
The sub-commlities appolinted to deal with this matter 1s now
engaged upon preliminary wori, and rerorts of its progress will

appear in_ the Journgl from time teo timz. For such a punlication to
be of real value, it must be both accurate and comprehensive, and
the tasi 1nwo]ven in preparing iv is of c¢onsidsrakle magnitude, and
will tails some tims to completa. The members of the sub-commlttes
ar:s Tha Precideny, 31ir Arthur Elton, Bt., Charles E. Lee amd
Witiiam J. Skillern

MIMBERS ' INTERESTS

There have bseen several enguiries about what other members are
interested in. Anyone interested in some particular line, or who
has an unusual approach to the study of railwoys or canals should
write to the Hon. 3ecretary, who will kecp a record.

Published by the Rallway & Canal Historical Society at
8 3tanstead Road, Caterham, Surrey.
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