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From time to time, a member will ask how the Railway & Canal
Historical Socliety was foraed, and it is felt that some record
should be mede of 1ts crigin.

A nurber of ths earlier members had known of each other's
interests and research work for some time and had, in fact, corres-
vonded, although some had not actually met.
clear that there was an increasing interest in rallway and canal
history, it 1is doubtful whether any of them ever considered forming
a Society. The idea came from a member whowasdolng some research
on his own, and wished to get 1n touch with people who shared his
interszsts. Ha wrote to a raillway journal, suggesting that there
was need for such a Societv, and his letter was published in the
summer of 19%4. Several Eeople wrote to him supporting the ides

and, within a few weeks t

drafted vrospectus, constitution and rules.

While 1t was guite

ey had, by means of correspondence,

On 4 3eptember 1954, those who had been working to form ths

3ociety et at Preston to sattle detallc.

™e Socisty was launched

at the bezinning of October, coples of the prospsctus beling sent to

people kncwn to have similar interssts.
waz held at Rugbyv on

1% Novamber 1954,

The first Council Meating
A meeting in London was

arirepses fov 1n Januerv 1955, and the first outdoor event - a visit

$ 1ny e Tt I Y,
to toe Grand union O

Those were the early deys

course of evants,

ner how tha
causa to grunble now.

vl = t2s olenned for 26

1

Maxch.

, when no one could bs certain of the
Society would develop. We have no
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NId LIGHT ON I. K. BRUNE

(From an address by Mr. 1. 7. €. Rolt to the Society, in

London, on 23 Fsbruary 19957. Copyright rﬁservedﬁ.

When wa rzai the blurb on the Jackst of a n=w biography, we
often find the publisher claiming that it 1s ths product of a
lifetime's rasesrch. RBut whan we read the book itself we ars
often forced to the melancholy concluslon that, if the claim is
trus, then the author must bs an infanit proalgy What the
puvlicher's bilurb writasr really maans 1s that ths author has had
a2 lif=zlong intsrsst in his subject, which 1s g vary diffzrent
thing. I think my intersst in I. X. Srunsl bsgan when, a3 a

Ju0ﬁl ¥, 1 road a little book published by ths Grsat Weste
Rail way called gsrimel snd Affsr, but I do not clalsn that +nis
was the ohars ing point of my ressarch. On the contrary, when I
csgsn colliscting material for a blography of Brunel in 1855, 1
30 no 1dea what sourcs of material exlsted or whait 1t would yilesld.

Ly HKnowisdge Zrunal was then baszdi on the waln printed

Sourcis wnic s follows: firstly, The Memolr of thg Life of
Six werc isambsrd Zruncl, by Richard Boamish, publlchsd by
Longnesns 1n L2, ThLQ, of courssz, isg conecrned with Br unel
fathsr, out it gives Uus hie family background, and 1t is 1niornar

tiva eoout ths Thamss Tuansl whsrs ﬂfUuex acsad as angiﬁuurwin—
chargs undor his father. On the tunnsl, Beamish 1z a rslisbla
auther bscause he was cne of 3runsl's as_idtaqu gnginsers, ani
later took charze of ths works when Brunel was prscccuplsd with
Graat Wastsrn Rallfay Navt, in dats ormer, there iz ths
I. ¥. Bruncl, writtsen by hiz son Isambard Brunel, and
53 by Loﬂgﬂanc in 1870. This contaling soms uselul inlorwma-
ut Brunel's works, but it iz o somswhab uninspirsd pilscs
a2l plsty writisn by a meh wno was not himeslf an snginecr,
fa? Yo rzly ucon information suppllied fto him by Ifricnds
NiFch oer and by his younger =nginzer brothar Henry Brunsl.
Honry was partasr of Wolfs Bamry, the Towsr Eridege bulldsr, and
1t 1s a 01ty unat hﬁ did not writs ths booa. Lastliy, thO““ is
that cq_anlnb bock The Drunels, Fathsr and Son by Brunel's grand-
Cauazater, Lady Cbli Brunel Noblis, publisnaed by Cobdan uandar)on
in 1“!@. Tnis oniy touchss Tlmhtly on Brunsl's englnsgring work,
but as & plcture of the Tamily 1ifs of ths JIUHGlu is 1+ invalusbls.

s#rarkaeinle that so eminent a man should have gso snall
vy, but enginears heve always beon nsglectsd by the

. Wo do, howsvor, konow a lot sboutb 'Bfum~ 5 ratl-

from ungerot'b grzat n1¢tori of ths Grist Wostarn

Roilvay, which I saved pocket monsy to buy when 1% wes first
punlisiaad. But a biography b&de on thsss sourcss alono could
only bs a re-hash, lesaving a lot of gaps. unfilled. I waz anxlous
to discover mors, not only about the man's work, but about the
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man himsslf, and ths only way to do this was to find out what
original sources existad. My first quarry was the British Trans-
port Comunission’'s Historicsl Records, whore fllegs of letters from
srunel to Jaunders and Gooch yizldad scome Intsresting polints
about ths carly days of ths Great Nsstern which are not touched
on by MacDermot, and to which I shall rocfsr later.

Ths next step was to visit Brunsl's grand-daughter, Lady
Noble, and hers 1 found treasurs trove such as any blographer
dreams spout. Since she wrote her book, Lady Nobls had dlscovered
a secret Jjournal which Brunsl kept betwsen 1827 and 18329, that
1s to say, durlng and immediataly after his Thames Tunnel work.
It was writton in a locked book which was not to be opened untll
aftor his dsath. Isambard 3runcl, in his biography, quotas a
diary entry of his fathzr's made in the 1840's, but all trace of
such a diary has disspoeared. Lady Noblz bslisgves that such
parsonal papers were destroyed by his sons and that this little
garly Jjournal accidentally escaped tham. As a psrsonal documsnt,
rivecaling tha hopaes and fzars of s young man struggling to make
his way In the world, 1t providas a wonderful insight into
Brunzl's charactsr, and I shall quote from it prasently.

With this exception, Lady Nobls has presented all the Brunel
manuscripts in her possession to the Library of the University
of Bristol, where they fill a number of large wooden boxes in
the archives. They 1lnclude a whola seriss of skstch books which
make a {ascinating study, and many volumes of copy letters.
Therae were two partlcularly rewarding i1tszms hers. One was what
I can only call a rallway engineer's comuonplace book in which
brunel had evlidently sst down any scraps of inforwatlon which he
tnouzht might bz useful to him at the tims the Great Western was
firat projected. The other was g manuscript book of information
concarning Brunel's caresr which was, I suspect, compilsd by
Fenry Brunel for his brother's benefit. I included information
avout ths bullding of the "Great Zastesrn', which Isambard Brunel
evidentl¥ thought 1t wilgs not to print at that time, and which
gave mz2 ths [1irst clu=ss to a most extracrdinary story of which
aven Lady Noble was unawsrs.

Copy lstter vooks in thz posssssion of Brunel's groat-
grandson, sl1r Hunphray Nobla, enabled me to plece together mors of
this storv. Also in 3ir Humphrsy's possaession I found two volumes
of a diary kspt bv Brunel, and this is of the vsry greatest valus.
The first sntry in the diary 1z dated 7 Maxrch 1820, in other words
shortly after the snuries in the esrliler sacret journal cease, and
thors follows an almest day by day rzcord of his activitiss down
to 24 Januery 18%L. This period, of course, covers ths birth of
the Graat Western Railway, and when we appreciatce that Brunsl
literally worked night and day on tha project, it is not surpris-
ing that the dlary sventually baecans a casualty. As time goss on,
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his handwriting bicomos more end mo
r3a’, and after January 13%4 thsrs
at widaily soprrated intsrvals, tha

re hurrizd and difficult fo
ars only a fow rardom entriss
1ast bsing datsd 3 Larch 1840,

So auch for the most laportant original sources. 1 am now
golng to give you soms of the informastion they vicldsd so far as
1t 15 ralevant to ths objscts of ths Soclety. The first thing
that smsrgsd very clsarly was whab a long and disheartening
struggle Bruncl had before he succesded in establishing himsclf

as an engincar. Tha closing down of ths Tnamss Tunnsl works for
lack of funds, with no apparont prospsct of a rssSumption was a
terrible blew to a young men who alrcady asplred, in his own
words, "to bs the first snginser and an sxample to future onss.”
iz bscams acutsly dapresssd, and wrote this in his sscrst

journal: "Ths young Rennies, whatavsr thoir real merit, will

have built Lendon Bridgse, ths finest bridge in #urop:s, and have
such a connsxion with governnsnt as to d:fy compotition. Palmer
has built naw London Decks =2nd thus without labour has established
8, connoxion which ensures his fortunz, while I shzall have bes
engzgod on ths Tunnsl which failsd, which wes abandonzd - a
pretty rocommondation.

Although hs was only twent{—two when he wrots this, reputa-
tions were ot this tims won or lost vsary early in lifs, and
Bruncl was obviously desperately afraid that he was, to put 1t
crudely, "missimg the bus." nareas he had previously worked
under hig father’' e dirsction he was now working on his own, =and

28 glad to salzs upon any swmall commission that came his way.
A ralovant example of the sort of work he would take at this

time was his visit to Lincoln, in the spring of 1823, to make a
survey of the Fossdyke Navigation. This ha did at ihe request
of the Fropristors as a resulft of couplaints from the keel owners
of lack of draught. Brunsl did ths job with his usuval encrgy
and thoroughnsss, travelling the length of fhe canal ftaking the
soundings irom which hs prepared a series of cross-section draw-
ings of thse channel. This littls episode has a side to it which
1s amusing in the light of what was scon to come, for one of the
Fossdﬁke proprietors who stood Brunsl a lunch at the "Black BO{”
when he got to Lincoln was that arch-ensmy of railways, Colone
3ibthorp. I think ws can safely say that this wss the last time
Brunel enjoyed hig hospitality.

It must havs bean obvicus to Brunel that thars was very
1ittle future for an ambitious englneer in work of this kind.
Ha wanted to get into the railwey fleld, but kare again he had a
1ot of disgrocintment. A letter iIn the B.T.C. archives revsals
that in Januvary 18%0 he aspplied for the posit of enginesr to iths
Newcastle & Carlisle Rallwey, and railway history might have been
very diffzrent if he hed got it. I{ must have boesn a bitter
pill when he was turnad down in favour of Francis Giles. He
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tried again in the fellowing Novarber, when hls father's friend
Charlass Babbage gavs him an ‘~troduction to Whateley of Birmingham,
solicitor to the proposed Brizicl & Sirmingham Rallway. He at once
went by coach to Birminghan, dinsd with the promoters at ths "Hen
and Chickens", and wrote: "Somathing may at last turn up of this.”
But he was disapvointad agaln for, as you know, the scheme was
dropped, and whan 1t was eventually revived as the Bilrmingham &
Glouvcestzr, Willlam Moorsom made ths survey.

On Monday, % Decamber 1831, Brunel had his first railway
Journay whan he travallad frowm Manchestsr to Liverpool on the first
morning train. Ths running time, hs noted, w28 onc hour and twenty
five minutes. Interissved in his diary at this dats 1s a sheet of
papsT Lzaring some wavering clircles and linss drawn in psncil with
this note below them: "Drawn on the L. & M. rallway 5.12.31. I
record thic spasclmen of shaking on Manchestsr rallway. Thzs time is
not far off whsn we shall bs abls to take our coffze and writs
while going smoothly at 45 milss psr hour - let me try." AS we
know, ne soon got his chance to try out his ideas of smoother and
faster travel wlth rssults which shook ths railway world to its
foundations.

It has often bpeen assunad that Brunel's luck changed when he
won the Clifton suspensSion bridgs design compstition in the spring
of 1831, but this was not really so. The devastation in the city
of Zristol caused by the riects in the autumm of that ysar put all
ldea of proceading with the bridge temporarily out of people's
heads, and Brunel's plens for improving Bristol Docks wers also
plgeon-holed. His futurs never looked blacksr than it did that
winter and the following year, and he bscame vsry depresssd. "3o
many irons," he wrote, "and none of them hot."

It was at the ond of January 183% that the tide re=ally began
to turn in hils favour. Then somsbody blaw the dust off hils Dock
plans, and hz was asked by the Dock Commitizs to come down to
Bristol and procsed with the work. It 1s less than a month aftesr
thls, on 21 February 18323, that the letters B.R. - standing for
Bristol Rallway ~ appsar for the first tims as a marginal heading
in his Diary. It was his friend Nicholas Roch who this day told
him what was afoot, and suggsstad that he should apply for ths
post of englneer to the new railway. Roch was reprssenting the
Bristol Dock Company on ths Bristol Railway Coamittse, and was a
inemoer of the sub-committss formed to superintend the pralimirary
work. Brunel sgresd to Roch's suggestion, and he ends his diary
cntry for this momsntous day with ths gqusstion: "How will this
end®" Wz all know tho arswsr.

(To bz continued)
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ChLLISIO IN FOG

By G. 0. Holi

jxad

Those who hzve searched for raliway h ctory in the news-
paper filas of a cintury age will have noticed the numsrtous para-
gropns describving various mishaps, many of them rather t;ifling.
In <he gbeences of afficient Signalling and prakes it ig astonish-
Ing weat major disastere weare o infreguent, and some of the
accifents vinich alarmed thﬂ puullc in thsir day have long since
been forgoiisen.

Such an accident occurred on Thursday, 21 Novernbaer 1844,
wisn two midland Rallway pascengsar trains collidzd in thick fog
sal' Dawston station. Thare was ssvere damage to the rolling-
stock, and a number of passenzers were scriously injured. Threa
o tusm died shorily aftsrwsxrds, and the svidancs given at the
inquest providsze some unsxpactad detalls of railway operation.

Shortly befors two o'clock that aitornooq, a passenger
train, to which come ceal wageons ware attached, arrivad at the
old Midland Counties terminus at Nottingham. Tha eng ine returned
to #ilford levsl croasiug with ths wsgons, to nlace fnsm in a
siding thsrs, and, 25 it was abcut t0 do so, ths crossovar polnts
{descrips” “° "aelf-acting”) failed to closa pronzrly, with ths
rzsult that Lhﬁ tander was narasiled and biocked ths up line.

The mishap was seen by James Howitt, the policsman on duty
at Wilfora gatses, and he called men from the yemd neorby to get
th= tender back on the rails with jlacks. John earsley, decsceribed
35 Forzman of thes Thﬁinﬂmun, took charge of the ituation, and

instructed Howitt to go on foot to Besston, thrss miles &y, to
stop any trains apn OJCPlng on the down line, 28 ha intsnlsd that
tha 2.15 ard 2.50 vp trsins from Nettingham should go on ths down
linz to that station. Ths Nottinghamn station @ ster, Robsrt
Ligntiont,was inforimmed of the arrangenent, and thought 1t rather
dangerous In the foz. =g happsnsd to meet wr. Yeule, a dlrsctor
07 The Company, who “had errivsd on horsepack at the Crossing-
gates, and askesd him whether he should travael on ths engine of
the 2.15 London train ss far as Besston, to make sure the drivers
took proceutlons and blew ths whistle. wr. Youls, who svideatly
had a vsry high opinlon of the “tatlon master, told him to do so.

Th= 2.15 train thersupon lsoft on the wrong line, with Light-
foot on tha enoing, =2a3 overtook the policeman as 1t aporoached
Bascten station. ;t was then crescad to the u line, and the
station master, Joraihan Ksvan 2, WS told what h?d %anpcnﬁd at
Wilford. lomedi Jel" efter this, Howivt arrived Dfrﬂoxrlng
vary much and quits zxheusted", and told Raven to "turn the red
board up the lius". > Seams to havs surposaed that Lightfoot
had dsliverad Kearsley’ mzssags, 28 he than borrowed slxpence
from Raven and dissppzarzd in thp dir=ction of the Victoria Ion.
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Howevar, Lightfoot told Raven that the derailsed tender, which
he had sesn uncouried from the engins before he left Nottingham,
would be back on the rails in a vsry short time, and thes 2.50 from
Nottinzham would come up con the propsr lins. At 3 o'clock, a down
train arrived at Besston from Derbty, consisting of a six-wheeled
engine (No. 48), two loaded coal-wagons, a second-class and compo-
site carriags. Howltt, who had now returned to the station, is
reported to have said: "If I were master of the train or station,
I should not let the train go until the up train had arrived."

But Lightfoot replied that Ksarsley was ab Nottingham and would
ses all was right. He then climbed on to the footplate and told
the driver to vrocsed, whilst Howitt climbed on ths top of the
last carriage from which he could see the engine of the traln, but
no more than a few ysrds ahead of it.

wesanwhile, at Nottingham things were not %oing very well.,
“ater running out of the deralled tender had "washed away the
earth which was under the rails" so that they "became bent" and
had to ba "ad justed.” The 2.50 train therefore left on the down
line as Kearsley had srranged, and a pessenger sald in hils evid-
ance: "as soon as wsz found oursslvas goling up on the wrong line,
all in the carrilage bscams so much alarmsd, that I don't think
an additional word was spoken amongst us from the tims we had
remarked 1t to ths tius of the acclident.”

The two trains collided about three guarters of a mils from
Besston station, and a young man amploysd at the stetion after-
wards described the sound as "like the renort of a cannon, but
not such a dead hesavy scund." So far as the down train was con-
carned, engine No. L3 seams to havs borns the brunt of the colli-
sion, the outside framing beling bent and the cylindsrs "doublead
down, " but no one was injurad. The up train consisted of a four-
whesled Dury angins, a composits carriags "stuffed with luggage
and acting as a dumny," a Sacond-class, a composits, a firsts
class and a third-c¢lass. The engins withstood the shock, but
the two leading carriagss wasr~ badly damegzd, ths body of ths
g=cond-class (occupled by about twenty passsngsrs) belng
"literally swapt away off its frame," end 1t was in this
carriage that ths casualtizs occurrszd.

Tha man who heard the noise of ths collision af Beesion
went back up ths line as far as Long Taton to stop epproaching
trains, and the flrecman of the wp train returned to Nottinghan
with naws of the accident. A man who had intended to travel from
Z2zzston to Nottingham by the down train was alarmed by the conver-
sation he had ovarhsard batwsesn Lightfoot and Howitt and remained
behind. On hearing the collision, hs ran across ploughed flelds
and ovsr hadgss to sum.on hslp, and sent two carts to the scene
of the accidant for thosz who had besn iInjur:d.



in openingy the inguaest on the following Monday, the Coroner
sald h» had expuctad Genersd Fagloey, ths Government Inspector, to
b: pracant, and sesns to hav: Dssn much offendsd by a lstter from
him saying he had alrecady examinad a sufficient numbsr of witnesses
to ocnabls him to "form a parfsct ovinlon" as to th: ceuse of the
accidant. Dotails of the Incidints lzzding to the collision weore
glven in ths svidsncae, and szem to show the rosult of souwe of the
efforts which Hudson, as Midiand Chalrman, was wmaxing a2t that
tinme to cut down the working uxpons.s. The guard of tho train
frow Derby appesars to have bsen a redundant snginsg driver, who
had teen acting as guard for fivs months but was appointed only a
month beforg. He had no ruls book, and only received a copy of
the timotablc on the day after the accidsnt. ("Thers are tims-
tables 2t tha stations,” he sald, "put I have not usually tims to
look at than whon going by.") He also mentioned that he started
the train from ZSsesston by waving 2 whits flag. It was soon dis-
covared that two diffcerent ruls tooks wsre in force, some of the
staff having onc publishsd in 1842, whilst an 1844 bock was in
the hands of othsrs. The driver of the train from Nottinghsn
did not rsceiv:s his new ruie book until the morning after the
accidont. "You wsnt to the Insurance Offlcs after the firs,”
said g Jjuror to onc of the rallways directors who gaves svidancs.

The unfortunate Mr. Lightfoot was charged with manslaushier,
and Mr. Raven with alding and abetting thas commission of the
oifence. The 1two staticn masters were triec at Nottingham in the
following month, but the counsel for the prosecution said he must
admit that the prisonsr Lightfcot hed endangeresd his own 1ife for
the sake of "preventing that mischief which unfortunately after-
wards occurred." The Judgs thereupon dirscted the Jury to find
tne prisconers not guilty, although he had a few words to say
about station masters who did not "confine themsslves strictly to
the dutlss of their raspsctive stations,” because, if thsy did
not, "the probabllity was that thsy would in meny Instances do
more harm than good.”

X ok & K Kk Kk kK %k Kk Kk k ok &




Lo

Tir CROe 02 CANAL

(Summary of a talk glven by kr. Charles Hadfield to
ths fast ildland Group of the Socilety at Nottingham
on 16 February 1957).

Transport by water wass Introduced into the ares bhetween
Nottinzham and Derby by tha opening of the Erewash Canal
throughcut from the Trent at 3awley to Langlsy #ill in December
1779. ®Extension northwards was projscted by local Interests to
serve the coal mines at Codﬂor Pinxton and slsawhere, the iron
furnaces at Butterlay arnd oomercoteu, the lead works at
Alderwasley, the limestones guarriss at Crich, Arkwright's cotton
mills at Cromford, and the gcnezal neads of the ne1gabourinw
towms of katlock, Belper, Jirksworth, Alfreton and Mansf{ield.
This sxtensiom was authorized by zn Act of 31 July 1789 as the
Cromior: Canal from a Junction at Langlev Mill with the Erewash
Conal to Cromford vis Codnor Park and Ambergate, with a branch
from Codnor Park to Pinxton.

Among its sunporters were 3ir Richard Arkwright, the Gell
and Beresford families, and the Outramns, Jessops and Hodgkinsons,
211 of them concarnad with mining. Willism Jss50p, as snginser,
was assisteds by BenJamin Cutrain; a,paItneru“in responsible, with
others, for founding the Butterley Company in 1750. The Cromford
Canal 1tself contributed greatly to ths development of that
cospany .

While construction progressed, a projsct to link the cashal
to Nottingham was suthorized by an Act of & L.y 1752 25 the
Nottinghsm Canal. This canal was subsequently opeaned from
Langley ill 1n 1802, carrying coal from the Cromford Canal to
Nottingham.

The ma.in senginecering featurss of the Cromford Canasl wsrse
the Butterlsy Tunnsl (2,278 yards long until later lengthened
to 3,06% yards when the railway was built over i*) and the
aqueducts over the Amber and Derwent rivers (the latter having
an %0 feet span). The main lins of the canar was 14 5/8 miles
long, and the Pinxton branch 2%, with 14 locks on thas main 1line
stl between Codnor Park and Langley ¥ill) built to taks the
Trewash bargas, though the tunnsl would only ftalze narrow bosats.

,--\

After some troublas with cracks in the sgueducts, the
canal vias onenad throushout about adupust 1794, having cost about
579,00 & short privatz branch canﬂl wWas openod in 1802 by
L. Poter Wightinzals (Florence -1wht1nga14 s uncla) from the
Larwent agusduct to his wharves at Leg W@ood .
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By 1803, the canal was carrving 155,000 tons, two-thirds of
it coal: this figure had increased by 1831 to 289,000 tons, of
which 218,000 tons was coal =zndl coks; and by 1840 to 346,000
tons, the maximum reached. Coal from the arsa served by the
canal, besides being used locally, was sxported to Nottingham
and down the river Trent to Nawark, Galnsborough and Lincoln;
1t went to Terby by way of the Dsrby Canal, which conncected with
the Zrewash Canal al Sandlzcrs, and to Lelcesisr, and later
London via the Soar and other navigations. Other important
traffics were in limsestone, iron,and stone for roads and later
for rallwzy ballast. The growth in traffic as & result of the
development the canal brought to the ares 1t served produced good
dividends to the shareholders. In 1804, £7 per share {£120 paid
up, £170-5-2d4 nominal) was paid: this rose to £12 in 1814, £16
in 1819, £18 in 1829, £25 in 1839, and a maximum of £27 in 1840.

Two important branches were bullt to the canal, apart from
a number of 8mall colllery tramroads. One was the dMansfield and
Pinxton iramrroed, ovened in 1319 from Mansfield to the canal
basin at Pinxton. The other was the Cromford & High Peak Railway,
opened in 1331, from the PeaX Forsst Canal at Whalsy Bridge to
High Psak Junction cn the Cromford Canal near ths Derwant apusduct.
The latter was at first thought of as part of & shortsr through
route between London and Manchestsr, but the nead to tranship
goocs twice, preventesd much through traffic passsing over it,
taough a good deal of Tlour and malt went from the Nottinzhem
district up the canal and over the rallway to Manchester.

The long Butterley tunnel, which could taks cnlv cne narrow
toat, was always a bottleneck on the canal, 33 it took three
hecurs to leg a boat through. From 1802 it was worked round the
clock, boais entering the east end between 5 and 6 a.m., 1 and 2

M., and 9 and 10 p.an., and the west end vetwesn 1 and 2 a.m.,
and 10 a.n., and 5 and 6 p.a.

In the early 1840's, the canal traffic suffered from the
competition of the rallways in its export trade in coal, espsc-
lally to Lelcester and onwards to London. When a directly compet-

vive Brewash Valley rallway arrived during the cailway mania of
1845, the company began to feel unhappy about the future; dividends
had drcpped in five years from £27 to £12 per share. Arrangements
were mede to sall the caral to the Manchaestsr, Buxton, Matlock &
Midlard Junction Rallway two months after the raillway should
complete 1ts line. The canal wes finally sold to the Raillway for
£101,200 in 1551, by which time the Erewash Valley line had been
opened, and revenus had fallen still further. In 1870, the
Midland Railway bought both railway and canal.

Apart from the disadvantags of railway ownership, the canal
had the Midland Reilway alongside it the whole way, and also the
Great Northern from Langley M1ill to Pinxton. Traffic f=211 from



51

285,000 tons in 1820 to 146,000 in 1870, 85,000 in 1580, and

LA,000 in 1838. In 1839 there was a bad subsidencs in Butterley
Tunnel, which was then clossd and about £5,000 was spent 1in repalrs;
it was reopensd in hay 183% in s poor Stats, and In July 1900 a
worse subsidencs randered it impassable. The railway company then
decidsd fto close the tunnel, sp dividing the cansl Into two parts
which both continusd to be workzd on a small scale for a time, but
ars now disused.

The upper part of the Cromford Canal 1s one of the most beau-
t1ful stretches of ¢canal scenery in Ehgland, as anyone can find
for hims=2lf who walks from Cromford down the towpath to the Amber
acueduct, but the whole of 1t is & memorial to the Industrialists
of the region who built it. The long tunnel under the works at
Butterley still remains.

T E EEEEEE N

FURTEER NOTZIS ON THS ZLLESMERT & CHEISTER CANAL

2y P. A. Norton

A study of a copy of the originsl prospsctus reveals some
interesting 1nformation of the high hopes entertalined by the
promnoters of the Ellesmsere & Chester Canal. The plan of the canal
was "laid vefore the gentlemsen at their msetings at Tllesmers on
15 September 1791, and then finally determined on, and the nsces-
sary sieps itaken to apply to Parliament." A skstchmap was included
with the prospectus.

A dsscription of the proposed ccurse of the canal 1s glven.
The mileags, inclusivae of the branches, 15 glven as 115 miles. A
lengthy dissertation is givzn on the bsautles of ths countryslde

through which the canal would pass. "A canal of this great extent,
must, 1if exscuted, bring comforts end convenlences of 1ifs at g
very choap rate to the Inhabitants of an extensive country": this

s 1llustrated by a catalogue of ths many differsnt types of goods
ths canal would carry. Anart from coal, limsstons, slatz and
agricultural producs, ths 1ist includes iron, tilmbsr, salt, leather,
winz, portsr, hops and Russlan and Irish tallow.

Ths nrosnzctus makss intsresting rsading on vpricss: "it is
plain, coal will be delivsred at Whitchurch at 5zd. per hundrad,
or 95.24. per ton long weight, which thay now pay 12s.6d. for;
likewisae ab Wan coals will bs dsliversd by ths canal at 10s. ner
ton long weight, which they now pay 13s.4d. for." The branch to
Wan was not built.
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An estimate of annual incomne from all sources 1s given,
totalling £16,455-16s., made up of differsat items varying from
£60 to £4,000 per annum. It is also sugzested that even if only
one boat a day passed along the main lins of the canal (called
the "grand trunk" in the prospectus), and one boat a day along
sach of ths branches, the annual income would be £7,270-19s-%d.

The prosvectus continues: "and further, ths groat summit
level will fcrm a resarvoir of forty-five miles and a half long;
so that five hundred hoats passing from Shrewsbury to Chester,
the water necsssary to lock fthem down must bs a mere trifle in
so large a ressrvolr.”

o maention 1s made of the possinility of hawving to erect
the two aguesducts at Pontcysyllis and Chirk., Alftsrnatives to
the prassnt routs woere suggested, one baing tha provision of
Llock stalrcases down and up each slds of the Des and Csiriog
valleys {abandoned becauce of the time 1t would take the boats
to travel, and loss of water).

Towards tha end of ths prospectus an apologetlc tong is
introducod with ths “estimate of Txpencz.” The estimatsd cost
wes £171,096-9s., a considerabls sum in 1791. Yet, in spite of
the estimate that traffic "will be to show a fund of such
magnitude to pay an lantsrest of ten per cent. in the first
instance," difficultlss aross when the canal was only half built.
such heavy c¢slle nad bsen made on shares that construction was
slowed down and less frequent calls wers mads. No naw digging
was dons after 1805. Wost of that which was built becams more
of a branch canal than a main lins canal connecting ths 3evern
with ths Rivers Dee and Merssy. The original North-South line
was abandonsd, and the canal Trom Whitchurch was connscted up
to the Chester Canal at Hurleston, so that a wayraimd to the
original Wirral Branch could bsa mads. Further, ths "water lins"
to Llangollen from Pontcysyllte was wade navigable; thus the
"pranch” from Frankton via Ellesmere, Whitchurch and Hurleston
became part of an Bast-West wmain line.

The only portion which still cerries traffic is the stretch
from Zllesmers Port to Cnester. When the author visitsd
Ellasmors Port in February of this ysar, ths "Shropshire Union®
basin contained a largs number of privatc pleasure boats, and
the warchouscs lookaed as though fthsy had sesn battsr days.

Since 1921, Ellesmere Port has besn part of ths Manchestsr Ship
Canal's Dock Installations.

1t is interesting to nots that at a lalsr date, whan the
London & North Western Railway wsre owners of the Shropshire
Unlon Cansl cystem, the canal was dradged and sdequately main-
tainsd becausz it lay in Creat Westsin Rallway territory. (The
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Shropshire Union Rallway and Canql Company was formsd by ths amal-
gamation of vericus csnals and railways in 1846 2nd "leased in
per etulty under guaranteze to the London & North Western Rallway"
847 . The Shropshirs Union Canal Company was dissolved and
thi@ canal vested in thz London & lNorth Wastern in 1857. It was
maintained efficisntly Decause the London & North Western had no
rallway in the area served by the canal - the Great Western had.

Later still, according to the Manchester Guardﬁan of 15 Jan-
vary 19957, a new waterborne trunk servics was "started by Shell
Max and B.P. to economiz2 on fuel," lubricating oil being taken
by lorry from the Stanlow rsfinery to Chester, by barge to
wWolvernamnton and distributed from thers. The figure quoted was
tan bargss to ply bﬂtwmﬂn Chester and Wolverhampton, "dalivery
50 tens zvary othsr day." (See note below).

The author is indebted to Mr. J. A. Patmore of the University
of Livervool for loan of the copy of the prospectus.

(Noto Mr. ®, A, Wilson informs us that he hag Seen narrow-
boats decked over and bairL filled with oil at Stanlow rafinery,
and thue s=rving as oll tenlkers, and has also Seen thew travelling
in nsirs on the WirraliBranch. He balieves this service is still
doing wall).

ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ko ok

On & warch of this ysar, the "John Moody" was launched at
the Ellesusre Canal Devot. ALthough repair work is carried out
in the Beat Dock, 1t is a rare evant in thass days to sS85 a naw
boat being bullt there. Further, thls particular boat 15 a8 new
type, ternmed a "piling punt” and will be used for pile-driving
In connexion with th@ Strﬂnwtnunlng of ths ca banks. I% 1is
stoutly bullt, with thrse-inch thick bosards mrnmf‘r a hull three
feet high, aﬂd has = tyolcal narrow-boat cabin with fireplace
and 1OCK“fS, ard sloping ends like thoss of fishing punts.

What a happy insplration it was when 1t was decided to name
the boat after its bullder, kr. John Hocdy! Both Mr. dMecdy's
father and crandlather workcd on the canal, and to s2s ¥r. Moody
aﬁ wofh, ca11k1“g tha seams of the boat, or walking nimbly across
to tha bq vt on a nlank, 1t 1is difficult to realize that he is

seventy-71ve years old. Hs 15 a re=3l craftsman, who would rathsr
he at work than r&tlra, (. aftsr all the boats he has helped to
bulu', Ind<x or repalr, 1t must glve him a sense of pridz to sae

»18 namc on this poat for whuoe construction he was largely res-
consibla.

iy

E. A, #ILSON
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Wwillian J. skillern

CRUISING G T@E LLANGOL_ &1 CAVAL, Hurleston lL.onks to Llsutysilio.
(1957 . (British Transport Waterwsys, 1/-).
NOCK, 0.3. Stean loconotiva: the unfiniched story of steam
locometive men on the rallways of Greet Britain.
1957.  (Allen & Unwin, 25/-).

RILFER, A. The Cromford & High Peak Railway. 1957. (Oskwood
Prass, 5/6) .

SAVAGT, C. I. Inlaxd Transport. 1957. {History of the Second
World Wexr, United Kingdom Civil Series). (H.M.
Stationary Offics and Longmans Gresn, 47/6).
STEPHINSON LOCIMOTIVE 30CIZTY. Historical notes and itinerary
in comexion with ths last train orn ths Welshpool
& Llanfair Light Rallway on 3 Novenbsr 1956.
{19567, {Stephenson Loconotivs 3ociety, Midland
rza, 16 Hutton Road, Handsworth, Birmingham 20).

WHITZACUSE, P. B. Narrow Cauge album. 1957. (Ian Allan, 25/-).
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CORRESPONIENCT

Sir, -

The ¢

ne ent Journal, Jenuary 1556 1.10) shown as "Paga 336,
Arril 1, Colchestsr, 2.V.3. & H.: 3hould read March 21" Should be
evpunged, as Lowin's date turns out to be right. The corraction
was glven to e in good faith from a contemporary nctice which, it
now appears, wasd radchsr oopscurs and was misunderstood.

May I take the oprortunity to make an addition to the 1list?

Pege 236 May 11 ~ Lowestoft Rly & Harbr,: 3Should read May 3.

M. D. GREVILLE.
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CDENIAM, & LITTLE SYTHAY RAILWAY

Mr. G. N. Webb has seny zeme further information asbout the
Edenham & Little Bytham Rallway (reported in the March Journal) .

4 footnote to the Parllamentary return of railway traffic
for 1871 reads: "the passenger traific on this line was discon-
tinued on 17 October 1871." This was s Tuesday, but there 1is
nothing to show whethsr the last train ran on this day, or whether
traffic ceased on and from thils date.

The train service disappears from Rradshew in October 1866,
reapp=aring in February 1870, and it has bes=n assumed that the
line was temporarily closed. The Parliamentary returns show that
passengers were carrisd every year during that period except in
1869 when "No information® apvears against the line. This does
not provs that the railway was never closed in the 1866-1870
period, but doses show that it was in oparation during part of the
time when it was mlssin% from Bradshaw. It should be noted that,
in 1868, ths total of 758 train milss run is egquivalent to less
than two trzins esach way per wesk. Excszpt for a few goods trailns
in 1866, all trains run were mixed.

1865 1866 1867 1866 1£69 1870 1871

No. of Passengers, lst cl. 276 240 15 12 No Lo 24
do. , end cl. 1337 610 269 300 1 291 256
do , 4rd cl. & n
Parly 3463 2&12 79 761 I 154b4 1135
Minerals (tons) cen 2152 2Ll 2660 2395 o 4337 1997
Gen. Marchandise (tons 1752 1878 2252 1932 r 703 975
No. of trains Mixsd ... 2170 2405 9% % m * *
do. Goods ... -~ 156 -~ * a * *
Miles run by trains Mixed 12076 9920 3861 76& t 2570 23894
do. Goods -~ ohl T~ - i
Total Expenditure e £ 977 860 73 469 o ey 551
Total Receivts ce £ h2s L2z B0 /b on 428 379

* Return not callsd for in thisvear

There were two carrisges "used for the conveyvance of passen-
gers only," and two "other vehicles attached to passenger trains
and no other vehicles."

Wnen the line closed, the official title was "Willoughby

D' gresby's, Lady, (Edenham & Little Bytham)", Lord Willoughby
D' Eresoy, the brothsr, having died on 29 August 1870.
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ONT I WORED YiAKS ACD

(It is not necgessarily intended that this will be a regular
feature of the Jdouwnal, but if members are interested, the
Editor would be Uluawed to reczive ltems from contempoLary
ralillway or national prass, stc., on railway or canal
ng%srs. The next paricd to cover will be June and July,

Rallway Times, 25 April 1857. '"The various companises interested
in the Manchester traffic, having dsterminsd to run sSpscial

trains to the Art Treasures @Ixhibition on ths opening day, and

cheap excursion tralns as scon as the shilling admlission commences.
a nunber of thelr reprasentatlves have mst in Manchester for a
completion of the arranzements. It will be endeavoured so to
arrangs tne trains that vislitors from graat distances, sven so

far a8 London may ...... g0 and raturn on the same day, and vet
havs several hours fto spend in thes i#xhibition. &l1 the companies,
wiil run their principal trains up to thg Exhibition Station.”

Rallway Times, 11 April 1857. "NCRTH-EASTERN - BISHCP AUCKLAND:
The 1st of Ap”ll was_ the day chosen for the actual omenlnq for
passanger tIEl;lC. The Durham County Adverticser saysi- 'At last,
we are snabisd Lo ahnounce that thld rallway has bsan opencd.

Long promlsﬂd and ofteon postponed; delayed, 1n the first instance,
by astual causes; and, lamturly, by imsginary ones, - 1t 1is, at
last, un fait accomnll Cae

{(Thig 1s an example of how a date can be misquoted. This
was the formal ovening, as slsewherzs in the same issus 1t gilves
the opening for regular passenger Service as 2 April).

Rallway Times, 4 April 1857. "The annusl report of Captain
Galion to the Board of Trsds, on accidents in the United Kingdom,
is again largely occupisd with the London & North=Western. Of
sewventy Special reports Into cases of particular neglligence or
other misconduct, In thirty-one companiss, no 1ebs than thirteen
relaiv to the model mansegement of EuSton-square. lhd L. & N.W.'s
average was "one azcident to wach 50 miles of track." '"Ths cause
of bach accidant shows that th2 rash and improvident manner in
which fthe goods traffic is cultivated and conducied is the sols
orizin of The wa anton sacrifice of llfe and property by which the
undertaking 1s injured and dngracﬂd It was, rbportmd that the
departmsnts to blame were "the locomotive, which sent s driver
ovpr g, diff'icult line, with the pecullarities of wh*ch he was
riectly lgnorant, and the dspartment in which rests ths res-
ponalbllity of erectlng proper signals at the stations.”
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Herepath's Hourral, 25 April 1857. The issues of this date has a
long article coudemning cerialin newspapers for their publication
of "Fearful and Fetal" railwsy accldisnts when a wan 1S run over by
a train which "whsr studied, prove that ths rallway h=d no more to
do with causing thz accident Than the man in the moon, the bottle
having bheen the trus and only cause."

Rallway Times, © dMay 1857. "Tha Lelcester and Hitchin lins of the
Midland Rallway was formally ovened on Thursday, 7th inst ........
The ¥idland sent some of thelr most efficient officers to Hitchin,
Eedferd snd otner stations on this route, so that the monster trains
were fillled without confusion, and despatched with th: ulmost regu-
larity." At HFitchin, the first tralin, of 1& passenger carriages,
Startel at 7.%3% a.m. and reached Leicsster at 10.50 a.m., and was
distinguishe? by a red fleg. At Bedford, ncearly 3000 ticksis weare
issued. Tha first train left at 9.2 2.m.and consisted of 15 first-
class and 14 second-class carriages. Ths sazcond train, of 20
third-class carriages, left at 9.16 a.m. Thz Bedford trains wers
distinguisched by whits flags. The Kettering traln consisted of 29
first-, sscond- and third-class carriagss, and left at 9 a.m.,
carrying graeen flags. "Though there wers more than 100 carriagss
and six engines to raturn the way they came, all reached their
destinat lon without anything to mar the plsasures of tne day.
Nearly 5000 ticksts were taksn for this trip."

Rallway Times, 2 may 1857. "Mr. C. V. Walkser, telegraph engineer
oi the sSouth-Tastern, has devised an sexpadient by which the power
of communicating with the stations on both sides, up and down ths
Line, 1s placed at the instant command of thoss in chargs of
trains. The contrivance is one of extrema simplicity. No porta-
ble annarastus whatever is employad; and no lmowledgs of tz2lsgraphs
or telaegraph languagse is raquired of the guard. An spparatus is
placed at thc various statlions along the ling, cvery two stations
being connacted by a wire. It consists of an slsctro magnat vro-
vided with a Keeper, carrying a hammer so fixed as to strike &
211 whensvar a currant of slactricity is transmitted. A batisry
of grarhite (from gas retorts) and zinc is placs? at svery station -
the grapnitz ond of sach belng in connsxion with ths zarth, and
tha zinc end with the apparatus ..... Thus, thz galvanic currsnis
of e=ch two batterlies ars acting in contrery dirsctions in the
sams clircult, and the vowsr of each being sgual, no actlion snsuzs.
Whensvar 1t 15 wishad to transamit signals in conssqusncs of soms
break-down occurring bsetwssn the stations, all that has to bs done
is to mak: a connexion betwesn ths wire and ths railway metals or
the carth. Ths two currents then no longser ovposs cach other, but
flow regulerly througn the connexion mads to thssarth, causing the
elactro magnets at ths two next stations ...... to abttract thsir
Ksepers, and thus striks both bslls loudly. Ons stroks is givsn
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upon each bell a5 oftan as the guard of ths train makss the
contact «..... The system ¢ balls with a language of bell-
strokes has bazn In operation on thea Soutn-Fastcern for ths last
four or fivs ysars feor ordinary irains, signalling and protect-
ing junciions and lavasl-crossings .... Whan oncs the means of
comnunication is understood it 1s easy to concsive how, by a
COWDlﬂd+lOu of succassive blows, it may bs possible to form a
complets codg of signals ....

Railway Times, U April 1857. TO RAILWAY DIRECTORS AND OTHERS.
A TOUNG MAM, Twenty-Ssven Ysars of Ags, of hlghly réspecteble
connexions, will give half of the first ysar's Szlary %o any
parsen procuring him an APPOINTHMENT as GUARD or CLERK on any
Railway in the Kingdom. The highast Raferoncss will be givon.
Address "J.B.%.," carz of Messrs. Dawson and 3Sons, 74 Cannon-
strest, City, London, (£.C.) ~ Advertisement.
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WEHS FROM THE SOCIETY
HON. SICRETAZY'S NCTES

Hew Mmenbers

CL&RX, R. H. 1SE Nutfisld Fozd, dMerstham, Surrey.

PITT3, N. T. Mldvale Rosd, 5t. Heller, Jerssy, Channel Islands.

TRACEY, D. B. Hertford, Soulh bowns Road, “alu, Altrinchen,
Cheshire.

Chanrss of Address

PALMER, &. kK. 13 Salisbury Drive, Kidderminster, Worcs.
RECORT ON mVaENTS

anghn 2% February. Thera was a,good attendance at this

meatling, when kr. L. T. C. RoLt spoke on "New Light on I, K. Brunel. "
The first part of this is reproduced on page 42 of this iscsue.

mast iidlands, 16 February. The address of Mr. Charles Hsdfield

on "{Ae Ciemfor: Canal' is summarized on page 49 of this 1ssue.

‘_)

FORTHCOOM NG TYRITS

Xﬁfﬁ? 4 and 5 Mav, A.G.M. kerbers will have recaived a copy of
the azonde snd P*og?mrue. The annual Ealance steut to 70 Septem-
gr 19 5@, 1s enclosed with this issus., tember taklﬁ“ pert in the

tour on 5 may should note the following erfatum in the itinsrary on

pgqg % the refersncs to "Allerton Bywater" station should raad
edston.



59

West Midlends, 25 May. Visit to the Stratford & Moreton Rall-
way. Detalls will be supplied by d¥r. P. L. Dyke.

Last Midlapds. It 1s hoped that a paper will be read by
Mr. B, W, Farris_in June on "The Railway Department of the Board of
Trade." Mr. P. Stevenson will supply details of ihils meeting.

Oxford Conal, 22 June. A visit will be made by coach to some
of the old curves of the Oxford Canal betwesn Hawkssbury and Rugby,
gbandoned after ths canal was straightened betwesn 1829 and 1835.
Departure will be from Nuneaton {Trent V.) at 11.1% a.m. First
call will be af Hawkesbury, whare the Oxford Canal lesvas the
Coventry Canal. Hesre the Lady Godiva. pumping engilne, preservad by
the B.T.C., will be inspected. Ths absndonad asgueduct at Brinklow
and the old tunnel at Newbold will bs seen, lunch bheing taken at
the latter placge. There will alsc be an opportuniiy to walk
through thzs newer Newbold tunnel. Ths party will then see the old
loop at Cosford, aft:r which the coach will go to Foxton to
inspact the flight of locks and sit2 of old inclined plane, return-
ing to Rugby (Central and Midland stations), for trains, about
5.45 p.. Fare will be 10/-. Applications, with remittance,
should b2 sent to the Hon. 3ecrstary, 16 Longwood Avsnue, 3ingley,
Yorks, NOT LATHER THAN 25 & AY. Bookings will be acknowledgzsd by
Netes and 1tinerary in the usual way. LMPORTANT. Please note

hat the Hon. Secretary will bs on_holiday for {two weeks commencing

Juna, and tharefore will be unahle to answer any enguiries sgbout
the tour after that date. All enquiries should reach him at least
four days before 6 June if a reply is rsguired.

West Midlands, 6 July. Visit to Birmingham Canal system.

Western Rezion Rail Tour, etc., 27 and 28 July. Preliminary
notice 1s given of ths rail tour by 2-coach push-and-pull set of
the W.R. branches from Leominster to New Radnor (as far as Dolyhir)
end Pr=stsign, lincluding ths old tsrminus &t Kingten. This will
be on Saturday afterncon, 27 July. The Society is participating
with the 3tephenson Locomotive Society, Midland Areas, who havs
arrangad the tour. The train will meet the 2.10 p.m. from
Kidderminster at Tenbury Wells, and will terminate at Wooffsrton
in time to connect with the 7.5C p.m. to Stourbridgs Junction.
Arrangements are being made to pick up and sst down R. & C.H.5.
members at Leominster if desired. The following day, a tour by
coach is being made of the site of the Leominster Canal, stsriing
from Hereford and tsrminating at Worcaster for tralns. Full
details of both trips will ©te circulated to all members in June.

As it is advisable to book accommodalion szarly, detalls are
given of hotels in Hersford. (See pags 60)
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CREEN DRAGON, Broad Strect (21/-)

CITY ARMS, Brosd Street (21/-) Figures in brackets
TP RIAL, Widemarsh 3treet (25/-)  indicate lowest cost
BOOTH HALL, High Town (17/6) of bed and breakfast.

CASTLE POOL, Castls Street (18/6)
XERRY ARMS, Commercial Street (17/-)

LOCAL GROUPS

London. A Committee for a London Local Group has been set up,
crganized by Mr. P. Roos, 198 Uxbridge Reoad, W.12. A preliminary
maeting has taken place, and members in London and the south of
sngland (within csertain limits) will be sdvised of arrangements for
meetlings, etc., as soon asS possipbls.

North-wast. Mr. P. A. Norton 1s willing to arrangs a mesting
in Warrington or Widnes for members interssted in forming a Local
Group. He suggesis a businass meeting on a >aturdey aftarnoon,
followzd by tea, and a talk by a member. Will Interssted members

plzase write to Mr. Norton at 28 Crosfield Street, Warrington?
BIBLIOGRAPHY SUB-COMMITTEE

A good dsal of hard work has been done by ths sub-commlttes,
and the Society is very grateful to them and to d¥r. 3. G.Ottley
of the British Mussum for his co-opsration. A full statement will
ba mads as soon as possible.

MENBERS ' INTERESTS

Mr. R. %M. Fitzmeurice, Rotherham. Mineral railways in south-
west England, particularly the Redruth & Chacewater Rallway,
Portreath-Poldice Tramroad, and 3t. Austell & Pentewan Raliway.

THE JOURNAL

tnquirles have been recelved regarding back issuss of the
Journal, nons of which 1s available prior to January 1956. Con-
Slderation has been given 1o reprinting early issues or, alterna-
tively, collscting historical articles in the form of "Transsctions."
The Edltor would be pleasad to have members' views before taking the
matter furthsr.

The Tditor is grateful to thz response made to ths rsguest
for articles on canels. A simllar appeal must now be made to
those intorsstsd in the railway side of the Soclety.

Publishad by the Rallway & Canal Historical Soclety, at
&, Stanstead Road, Catesrham, Surrcy.
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