
A Bibliography of the History of 
Inland Waterways, Railways and 
Roads in the British Isles, 1985 
The objective of the R&CHS Bibliography Project is to produce an annual 
bibliography (of which this is the first), followed in due course by a cumulative 
volume. The latter will be extended backwards to run continuously from the 
forthcoming second volume of George Ottley's A bibliography of British railway history, 
Mark Baldwin's 'A bibliography of British canals, 1623-1950', and the Journal of 
Transport History's annual bibliography of transport history in British periodicals for 
the years 1950-78. 

The aim is to provide comprehensive coverage within the following boundaries: 

Subjects covered 
Inland waterways—river navigations and canals. 

Railways, including early tramroads, street tramways, and associated services 
operated by railway companies (road, shipping, docks, air, hotels). 

Road transport history (but not the history of road vehicles, other than horse-drawn 
and early steam-powered vehicles). As no specialist contributor has been found for 
this subject, this section of the bibliography does not yet include books. 

In all fields the geographical coverage is the British Isles; however works on 
overseas subjects (including wartime operations) in which the British contribution is 
a key feature are also included. 

Sources covered 
Inland waterway and railway books and booklets, including contemporaneous 
works. Specialist technical works and juvenile literature are excluded. 

Books on related subjects which include a noteworthy contribution to one of the 
primary subjects. 

* Commercial contemporaneous magazines (titles have been abbreviated as 
indicated): 

Modern Railways (MR); Modern Tramways (MT); Railway Magazine (RM); Railway 
World (RW); Waterways World (WW). 

Commercial transport history magazines and journals of national transport history 
societies: 

British Railway Jnl (BRJ); Historical Model Rly Soc.Jnl (HMRSJ); Industrial Railway 
Record (IRR); Jnl Rly & Canal Hist.Soc. (JR&CHS); Jnl of Transport History 0TH); 
Tramway Review (TR). 

* Journals of other railway societies (26 titles searched). 

National/regional journals in the fields of archaeology (12), history (31), geography 
(4) and industrial archaeology (6). 

County/local journals in the fields of archaeology/history (89) and industrial 
archaeology (12). 
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Theses (extracted from Index to theses (ASLIB)). 

Government publications (selective; items likely to become of value to transport 
historians only). 

For all periodicals, short items (less than one page in length), correspondence 
(unless referring to an article which has been included) and book reviews (unless 
adding materially to the content of the book) are excluded. In the case of 
periodicals marked * only historical articles are noticed (but including articles which 
give an historical treatment to recent events). 

It will be noted that all books have been included—even those not of an historical 
nature—whereas the bibliography of periodical literature is confined to historical 
articles. This is recognised to be inconsistent. However the practice in regard to 
books has been determined by the wish to continue George Ottley's work, whereas 
practical considerations have inevitably restricted the coverage of periodical articles. 

The railway section of the bibliography is classified in accordance with Ottley's 
classification and similar systems have been devised for the other sections. Cross-
references to entries in Ottley's first volume are indicated thus: `Ott.xxxx'. 

This first bibliography has been compiled from contributions from the following 
members: Dr Mark Baldwin (inland waterway books), Grahame Boyes, John 
Gough (East Midlands), Richard Graham (Hertfordshire), Dr Michael Lewis 
(Archaeology journals), Don Martin (Scotland), Michael Messenger (Devon/ 
Cornwall), Neil Pitts (Ireland), Paul Reynolds (Wales; government publications; 
theses), Donald Steggles (railway books; railway society journals) and Peter 
Wakelin (West Midlands). David Croft, a non-member, has kindly contributed the 
electric tramway items. 

In order to keep production costs within budget it has been found necessary to 
adopt a small typeface, which it is hoped users will not find too tiresome. Also the 
following material has been excluded (although noted for inclusion in the 
cumulative volume): government publications; railway preservation; yearbooks and 
annual publications; some photographic albums with little or no textual content. 

There will inevitably be omissions in this initial supplement. In particular the 
publications of minor publishers and non-transport books with a transport interest 
can easily slip through the net. Members are asked to check for omissions, 
particularly of these more obscure items, and to advise the editor so that they can 
be included in next year's issue and in the cumulative volume. 

It has been the aim to inspect a copy each book listed, to ensure accuracy of the 
details recorded and to provide an explanatory comment where the title is not itself 
sufficiently self-explanatory. However, in the case of books marked f, the details 
have been taken from a secondary source. Members with access to these works are 
asked to check the entries, i.e. author and title (with sub-title) as on the title page, 
place of publication, publisher, year of publication, pagination, details of 
illustrations and, if appropriate, a succint comment, and to send details to the 
editor. 

Warm acknowledgement is given to George Ottley, whose immense service to 
transport historians has been both an inspiration to the compilers and a guide to 
how it should be done, and who first proposed that the Society should undertake 
this venture. Thanks are also offered to the various libraries whose services have 
been used and to the London bookshops of David & Charles and Motor Books, 
who have permitted lengthy perusal of their extensive stocks. 

The address for correspondence is Grahame Boyes, 7 Onslow Road, Richmond, 
Surrey TW 10 6QH. 
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SECTION G GENERAL 

GC TRANSPORT IN PARTICULAR REGIONS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 

GC lc England—South East region 

I 	BAKER, T.F.T. (ed). A history of the county of Middlesex. Vol.8, Islington and Stoke Newington parishes. Oxford 
Unio.Press, 1985. pp.xx,246,[20] pl. [Victoria history of the counties of England series.] 

Many references to development of transport and growth of London suburbs. 

GC1d England—West Midlands region 

2 	BAUGH, C.C. A history of Shropshire. Vol.11, Telford. Oxford Unio.Press, 1985. pp.xx,377,[20] pl. [Victoria history of 
the counties of England series.] 

Covers the Ironbridge Gorge/Shropshire coalfield district prominent during the Industrial Revolution. Many 
references to transport. 

GC2 Scotland 

3 	THOMSON, DAVID L. 1960—a year of change. Scottish Transport no.41 (Dec.1985) pp.3-16. 
Recollections of the significant changes which took place in public transport in the Glasgow area. 

GC4 Ireland 

4 	BARRY, MICHAEL. Across deep waters. Dublin.. Frankfort, 1985. pp.160. 212 photos,map. 
A pictorial record of railway, canal, road and foot bridges over rivers and coastal gullies. 

GK TRANSPORT AND THE NATION 

GK I Transport and society 

5 	DENNIS, RICHARD. English industrial cities of the nineteenth century: a social geography. Cambridge Unio.Press, 
1984, pp.xiii,368. 

pp.110-40, 'Public transport and the journey to work'. 

GR RESEARCH AND STUDY OF TRANSPORT AND TRANSPORT HISTORY 

15 	SMITH, MARGARET. An industrial history index. Yorksh.Archlal vol.57 (1985) pp.189-202. 
Index to industrial archives of Yorksh.Arch.Soc., incl.bridges, canals, railways, roads. 

SECTION C CANALS AND RIVER NAVIGATIONS 

CA GENERAL HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORT 

161 	READER'S DIGEST. Rivers, lakes and canals. London.' Reader's Digest, 1985. pp.184. [Exploring Britain series.] 

17 	ROLT, L.T.C. Navigable waterways. Rev.edn with postscript by Bryan Marsh. Harmondsworth.. Penguin, 1985. 
pp.239,[8] pl. 

CB INLAND WATERWAYS AT PARTICULAR PERIODS 

CBI Antiquity and early use of inland navigation up to c.I600 

18 	McGRAIL, SEAN and KENTLEY, ERIC (ed). Sewn plank boats: archaeological and ethnographic papers based on 
those presented to a conference at Greenwich in November 1984. Greenwich: National Maritime Museum, 1985. 
pp.xii[xvi],399. [Archaeological series, no.10. B.A.R. international series, no.276.] 

pp.105-44, E.V.Wright, 'The North Ferriby boats: a revised basis for reconstruction'. pp.165-94, Sean McGrail, 
'The Brigg "raft": problems in reconstruction and in the assessment of performance'. 

19 	ROBERTS, EDWARD. Alresford pond, a medieval canal reservoir: a tradition assessed. Proc. Hampsh. Field Club & 
Arch.Soc. vol.41 (1985) pp.127-38. 

Demolishes the tradition that the R.Itchen/Alre was made navigable from Winchester to Alresford in c.1200. 

20 	SELKIRK, RAYMOND. Roman river navigation: further evidence. Popular Arch. vol.6 no.8 (June 1985) pp.32-6. 

21 	SLATER, T.R. Medieval town and port: a plan-analysis of Hedon, East Yorkshire. Yorksh.Archlnl vol.57 (1985) 
pp.23-41. 

pp.37-40, Hedon Haven and its associated navigable dykes. 

CB4 The period of decline, c.1850-1939 

22 	CLEW, KEN. No cause for celebration. WW vol.14 no.11 (Nov.1985) pp.38-46. 
The canals owned by the G.W.Rly. 

CBS Inland waterways in the British Isles during the two World Wars 

23 	BOUGHEY, L.J. The Big Closure. WW vol.14 no.3 (Mar.1985) pp.30-5. 
Effects of the L.M.& S.Rly (Canals) Act 1944. 

24 	STEVENS, REX. On the waterways in wartime. WW vol.14 no.l (Jan.1985) pp.64-5. 
Recollections of Inland Water Transport branch of the Royal Engineers on the Thames, Lagan Canal and Nile. 

CC INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORT IN PARTICULAR REGIONS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 

CC1b England—South West region 

25( CORNWALL RECORD OFFICE. Handlist no.5, Turnpikes, canals and ferries. Truro, 1985. pp.51. Typescript. 
List of records in the C.R.O. 

26 	HADFIELD, CHARLES. The canals of South West England. 2nd edn. Newton Abbot.. David & Charles, 1985. 
pp.206,XVI pl. 11 text inns & maps. [The canals of the British Isles, vol.3.] 

Minor corrections to 1st edn. 
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Effects of the L.M.& S.Rly (Canals) Act 1944. 
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List of records in the C.R.O. 
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pp.206,XVI pI. 11 text iIIns & maps. [The canals of the British Isles, voI.3.] 

Minor corrections to 1st edn. 
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27 	POWELL, JOHN. Brunel Lock and the feeder cut: two unsuccessful attempts at re-opening. Bristol 	 vol.17 
(1985) pp.12-11. 

Bristol Docks. 

Cele England-South East region (See also no.1.) 

28 	FAIRFAX, BRYAN. Walking London's waterways. Newton Abbot: David & Charles, 1985. pp.172. Maps,drwgs. 

29 	VINE, P.A.L. West Sussex waterways. Midhurst: Middleton, 1985. pp496J. 
A pictorial history. 

CCId England-West Midlands region (See also no.2.) 

30 	HADFIELD, CHARLES. The canals of the West Midlands. 3rd edn. Newton Abbot: David & Charles, 1985. 
pp.352,XVI pl. 21 text illns & maps. [The canals of the British Isles, vol.5.J  

CC le England-East Midlands region 

31 	RIDEN, PHILIP. An eighteenth-century proposal for the navigation of the Rother. Derbysh.Archlnl vol.104 (1984) 
pp.68-70. 

The tributary of the R.Don. 

CCli England-Yorkshire & North Humberside 

321 GOODCHILD, JOHN. Wakefield canal trail. Wakefield Hist.Publres, 1985. pp.20. Map,drwgs. 
Sites of historical interest along Wakefield's navigable waterways. 

33 	NOBLE, KEITH and others (comp). West Yorkshire waterway guide to Calder & Hebble Navigation, Huddersfield 
Broad Canal (Sir John Ramsden's Canal), Aire & Calder Navigation (Leeds to Knottingley & Wakefield branch). 3rd 
edn. (hp.]: Calder Nam Soc., 1985. pp.48. 

CC4 Ireland (See nos.4,24.) 

CC10 International comparisons and cooperation; British contribution to overseas waterways 

34 	TEICHOVA, ALICE and RATCLIFFE, PENELOPE. British interests in Danube navigation after 1918. Business 
History vol.27 (1985) pp.283-300. 

CE INLAND WATERWAY ENGINEERING 

CE2 Canal civil engineering (general) (See nos.17,81.) 

CE3 Architecture and design: bridges, aqueducts, tunnels, locks, lifts, inclined planes (See also no.62.) 

35 	FLETCHER, JOHN. All around the tank. WW vol.14 no.2 (Feb.1985) pp.34-6. 
Barton swing aqueduct. 

36 	FLETCHER, JOHN. Barton swing bridge. WW vol.14 no.7 (July 1985) pp.50-1. 

37 	THORN, PATRICK and POTTS, MARCUS. The bridge builders. WW vol.14 no.5 (May 1985) pp.49-53. 
Horseley Iron Works, builders of canal bridges, etc. in the 19th cent. 

CE4 Boats and boat building (See also no.18.) 

38 	BLAGROVE, DAVID. Narrowboats. WW vol.14 no.2 (Feb.1985) pp.41-3. 
B.T.C. South Eastern Division fleet 1948-55. 

39 	CREDLAND, A.G. The keel regattas. Slabline no.23 (1985) pp.4-7. 
R. Humber. 

40 	HAINSWORTH, JOHN. Anderton's sloops. Slabline no.23 (1985) pp.9-10. 
Sloops of Anderton's chemical works, Howdendyke. 

41 	OSLER, ADRIAN G. The North Tyne trows: a logboat link? Mariner's Mirror vol.71 (1985) pp.337-8. 

42 	PAGET-TOMLINSON, EDWARD. Ricky built. WW vol.14 no.I2 (Dec.1985) pp.45-7. 
Walker Bros. of Rickmansworth, canal boat builders 1905-60. 

43 	WAIN, JOHN. Stanilands of Thorne. Slabline no.23 (1985) pp.16-18. 
List of keels built by firm. 

CG INLAND WATERWAY MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION 

CG1 Transport of goods; canal carriers (Sec also nos.47,54,63.) 

44 	FAULKNER, ALAN. Harvey-Taylor. WW vol.14 no.1 (Jan.1985) pp.60-3. 
Canal carriers at Aylesbury 1923-55. 

CG2 Passenger services (See also no.79.) 

45 	JENKINS, H.J.K. Fenland lighters as `yatchts' c.1774. Mariner's Mirror vol.71 (1985) p.348. 
Lord Orford's fenland excursion. 

CH CANAL LABOUR 

46 	LANSDELL, AVAIL. Clothes of the Cut. WW vol.14 no.4 (Apr.1985) pp.47-51. 

47 	LARCOMBE, NANCY (ed). Captain White's river life: told by him and including photographs from his album. 
fn.p.): Towed Haul, 1985. pp.109. Photos,drwgs. 

Reminiscences of bargeman, 13.1905, working barges from London Docks to Wey Navn and Basingstoke Canal. 

48 	LLOYD, KEITH and TAYLOR, CLIVE. Registered at... WW vol.14 no.8 (Aug.1985) pp.34-6. 
Registration of canal boats used as dwellings. 

49 	SAXON, JOHN. Born on the cut. WW vol.14 no.11 (Nov.1985) pp.52-4. 
Recollections of canal boatwoman Adelaide Taylor, born 1915. 

50 	TAYLOR, MIKE. Ken Straw's scrapbooks. WW vol.14 no.1 (Jan.1985) pp.50-3. 
Reminiscences of lock keepers on Ancholme Navn going back to 1892. 
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and Eric Hcmery, Walking the Dartmoor railroads (1983). 

99 	MARTIN, R.G. The Of 	Chalkpit Tramway and incline: a survey and description. Sussex Industrial History no.15 
(1985-6) pp.11-15. 
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229 FREW, LAIN. Trolley freight railways of the British Isles. Pt.8, North-west England. Electric Rly Soc.Jrsl vol.30 (1985) 
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A history of the class. 

284 WILLIAMS, L.H. APT: a promise unfulfilled. London: Ian Allan, 1985. pp.112. 
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304 HARDY, R.H.N. Railways in the blood. London: Ian Allan, 1985. pp.128. 
Sequel to his autobiography Steam in the blood. 

305 HILTON, W.S. The plug dropper. London: Trade Press, 1985. pp.191. 
Memoirs of a cleaner/fireman at Ardrossan. 

306 MITCHELL. W.A. Men of the Settle-Carlisle: railwaymen talk to W.R.Mitchell. Clapham, N. Yorks. Dalesman, 1985. 
pp.96. 

307 ROWE, J.A. A footplateman remembers the Southern. Poole: Oxford Publishing, 1985. pp.128. 
Reminiscences of a Reading Southern depot driver 1937-82. 

308 SUMMERS, A.W. Engines good and bad. Poole.- Oxford Publishing, 1985. pp.96. 
Reminiscences of an Old Oak Common driver 1923-70. 

RK RAILWAYS AND THE NATION (See also no.125.) 

309 HAMILTON, KERRY and POTTER, STEPHEN. Losing track. London.-  Routledge & Kegan Paul/Channel Four T. V , 
1985. pp.viii,152. 

Publ.to accompany a T.V. series. An historical review of the case for centralised transport planning. 

RK I Railways and society (See also no.5.) 

310 BURTON, ANTHONY. Walking the line: enjoying disused railways and tramways in Britain. Poole: Blandford, 1985. 
pp.192. 

Descriptions of 21 walks, with gazetteer of lines designated by local authorities as walkways. 

311/ ELIS, RHYS AB. Railway rights of way. Walsall: Branch Line Soc. , 1985. pp.[?]. 
Disused railways converted to footpaths or roads. 

312 PEARCE, SALLY A. The impact of the railway on Uckficld in the 19th century. Sussex Arch.Coll. vol.122 (1984) 
pp.193-206. 

313 POPPLEWELL, LAWRENCE. Branch fines, links and local connections. [Sub-title on half-title page: Victorian 
municipal authorities and the Railway Interest.] Bournemouth: Melledgen, 1985. pp.[44]. Typescript. 

Mainly concerned with Bournemouth, with some reference to Poole and Southampton. 

RK2 Railways and the passenger 

315/ DAKERS, CAROLINE. British railway journeys. pi: Fourth Estate. 
No.1, Paddington to the west. 1985. pp.143. 
No.2, King's Cross to the north. 1985. pp.96. 

Guides to features visible from the train. 

316 STONES, H.R. Containers of comfort. RAI vol. 131 (1985) pp.68-9,191,196. 
Carriage foot-warmers. 

RK3 Safety in transit; accidents (See also nos.330,354.) 

318/ PARRY, K. Survivor: the Summit tunnel. Littleborough: author, 1985. pp.44. 
Account of the oil train fire in the tunnel on 20 Dec 1984. 

RK4 Railways and industry, trade and agriculture 

319 WILSON, CHARLES. First with the news: the history of W.H.Smith 1792-1972. London. Cape, 1985. pp.xv,510,[24] 
Pl. 

Many references to station bookstalls, transport of newspapers, etc. 

RK5 Railways and the money market 

320 BOOT, H.M. The commercial crisis of 1847. Hull Unio.Press, 1984. pp.xiv,101. [Occasional papers in economic and social 
history, no.11.]  

Inel.the effect of railway investment on the trade cycle crisis. 

RK6 Parliament, government and the railways 

323 BARNETT, A.L. The railway Acts of Parliament of 1885. JR&CHS vol.28 (1984-6) pp.161-5. 

RK8 Crime on the railways 

324 GRAY, ADRIAN. Railways and crime in Victorian Kent. JR&CHS vol.28 (1984-6) pp.203-5. 

RK9 Railways and the post office (See also no.440.) 

325 JOHNSON, PETER. The British travelling post office. London Ian Allan, 1985. pp 04. Many illns. 

RK11 Military railways 

326 HINDLEY, PHILIP G. The Kinmel Camp railway. IRR no.102 (Sep 1985) pp.309-22. 
A War Dept railway, subsequently used as a quarry line, branching from the L.& N.W.Rly at Foryd Jcn. 

RL INDIVIDUAL RAILWAYS 

(For London underground railways see class RC lc. For Irish railways see class RC4. For Isle of Wight railways see 
class RC5.) 

Bishop's Castle Railway 

327 CROALL, SANDY. Lydham Heath station and the Bishop's Castle Railway's former L.N.W.R. stock. HMRSJ 
vol.12 (1985) pp.20-2. 

Burry Port & Gwendraeth Valley Railway 

328 MORGAN, HAROLD. Burry Port and Gwendraeth Valley: pre railway history to post railway scene. HMRSJ vol.12 
(1985) pp.39-45. 

Caledonian Railway (See also nos.175,179,183,427.) 

329 DOUGHERTY, HUGH. All change at the Central. Scots Meg. n.s. vol.123 (1985) pp.425-7. 
The former train indicator board at Glasgow Central station. 
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332 KINGHORN, ROBERT R.F. The Solway Junction Railway. Caledonian jnI no.2 (1985) pp.12-14. 
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History of the Lanarkshire & Ayrshire Rly. 
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Maidens & Dunure Light Rly. 

348 McCONNELL, DAVID. The Kilmarnock branch. The Duke no.5 (Spring 1985) pp.16-20. 
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