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Introduction 

This chronology is intended to set out some of the more significant events in the recent 
history of transport and communication, with particular reference to public transport, in the 
British Isles since the end of 1944. It cannot hope to cover the closure or opening of every 
branch railway or canal, the sale of every bus company, nor the coming and going of every 
pertinent office holder. The hope is that it does contain details of the principal legislative and 
organisational changes affecting transport – in particular the shifts between private and public 
ownership which have characterised the industry within this period – together with some 
notable ‘firsts’, ‘lasts’ and other significant events, especially those which exhibit trends. A 
very few overseas events are included (in italics), either because they had a British 
relationship, or for comparative purposes. 

Conventions 

Dates are, where appropriate, the first or last occasion on which an ordinary member of the 
public could make full use of the facility: official and partial openings on different dates are in 
general confined to parentheses; and ‘closed with effect from’ (wef) dates are quoted only 
where the actual last day of service has not been certainly established. Dates assigned to 
statutes are those of assent unless stated otherwise. ‘First’, ‘last’ or similar qualifiers mean ‘in 
Britain’ unless otherwise indicated. ‘Commercial’ is used, rather loosely, as a qualifier to 
exclude experimental, enthusiast, heritage, leisure or similar operations. Forms of name are 
those in use at the date of the event. An asterisk indicates an item preserved today. 
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 1944 

1944 Nov - L.T.C. Rolt’s Narrow Boat published (by Eyre & Spottiswoode). 

1944 Nov - Most suspended local bus services reinstated (except on Sundays). 

1944 Nov  5 SR Bermondsey bridge destroyed by V-2 rocket; services resume over 
temporary replacement Nov 14. 

1944 Nov 13 Railway Air Services resumes flights from London with reinstatement of 
Croydon–Liverpool service, using de Havilland DH86. 

1944 Dec 14 GSR Straboe accident: night mail collides in rear with goods stationary for fire 
cleaning (1 postal worker killed; only fatal accident in GSR’s history). 

1944 Dec 21 London Midland & Scottish Railway (Canals) Act authorises closure to 
navigation of 150 miles (240 km) of waterways: Ulverston, Coalport and 
Shrewsbury Canals, Montgomery and Leek branches, most of Llangollen 
branch (but pleasure boats permitted above Chirk) and parts of Cromford and 
Ashby Canals; also part of Huddersfield Narrow Canal (including Standedge 
Tunnel), with part transferred with Huddersfield Broad Canal to Calder & 
Hebble Navigation. LM&SR Act (same date) authorises continuation for 10 
years of supply of surplus water from Shropshire Union Canal to existing 
customers. 

1944 Dec - Union Pacific (US) takes delivery from Alco of the railroad’s last new steam 
locomotive, class FEF-3 4-8-4 844, which it will never withdraw.* 

 1945 



1945 LNER and LMS begin construction of 16-t all-steel mineral wagons during year. 

1945 -- - 7 ft gauge locomotive Prince Albert, derelict at Holyhead Breakwater, scrapped. 

1945 Jan  1 Railway staff are conceded 12 days paid holiday. 

1945 Jan  1 Córas Iompair Éireann created by amalgamation of Great Southern Railways 
and Dublin United Transport Co., under terms of Transport Act 1944 (Jun 21). 
Includes Great Southern Hotels, Royal Canal and 50% share and lease of 
Fishguard & Rosslare Railway & Harbours Co. 2K miles/3.2K km of railways, 
11K road vehicles, 21K+ staff (the largest employer in Ireland) (A.P. (Percy) 
Reynolds, chairman; E.C. Bredin, general manager until end 1946). All 
divisions (except road freight) earn an operating profit in the first financial year. 

1945 Jan  1 LMS subsidiary Caledonian Steam Packet Co. Ltd takes over operation of 
Kyleakin ferry from MacBraynes. 

1945 Jan  1 Brighton, Hove & District Transport introduces trolleybuses (stored since 1939), 
the last system to open in England. 

1945 Jan 10 Belfast & Co. Down Railway Ballymacarrett Junction accident, 7.50 am: 
propelled motor train working under ‘stop and proceed’ regulations collides in 
rear with stationary workmen’s service in fog (23 killed). 

1945 Jan 11 LNER introduces prototype new design of passenger coach into service. 

1945 Jan 31 Admiralty returns Dover workshops (requisitioned 1 Jul 1940) to SR. 

1945 Feb  4 LNER King’s Cross accident: 17-coach train stalls in tunnel and runs back (2 
killed, one being automobile engineer Cecil Kimber). 

1945 Mar - Ian Allan Locospotters’ Club set up. 

1945 Mar  - Viscount Portal succeeds Charles J. Hambro as GWR chairman. 

1945 Mar  7 Deptford bombing, 03.20: V2 rocket destroys Folkestone Gardens SR 
railwaymen’s flats, New Cross (51 killed). 

1945 Mar 16 Last commercial craft navigates to Driffield, keel Driffield. 

1945 Mar 17–18  Landing Craft Carrier HMS Daffodil (former LNER Train Ferry No. 3) mined 
and sunk off Dieppe. 

1945 Apr - Charles Cock, an Australian electrical engineer working in Australia, succeeds 
Alfred Raworth as SR chief electrical engineer. 

1945 Apr  9 Railway Air Services/Scottish Airways begin Glasgow (Renfrew)–Croydon 
service, using de Havilland DH89 G-AGLP. 

1945 Apr 11 Volkswagen works (badly damaged by bombing) comes under control of Allies. 

1945 Apr 23 LMS officially closes North London line between Dalston Junction and Poplar to 
passengers (service suspended from 15 May 1944). 

1945 Apr 24 Coast Lines’ armed tramp SS Monmouth Coast of Liverpool (1731 tg; built at 
Irvine, 1924) bound for home with barytes is torpedoed by U-1305 80 miles 
(129 km) out of Sligo and sunk, the last British-owned merchant ship lost to 
German action (16 killed; one survivor). 

1945 Apr 25 Blackout restrictions for transport vehicles lifted (outside coastal areas). 

1945 May  4 Snowdon Mountain Railway (2 ft 7½ in./800 mm gauge, Abt rack), closed to 
regular tourist traffic since 1943, reopens. 

1945 May  6 London Underground stations last available as air raid shelters. 

1945 May  7 SR rolls out first Bulleid light Pacific locomotive 21C101 Exeter at Brighton 
Works. 

1945 May  7 Canadian Government freighter SS Avondale Park of Montreal (2872 tg; built in 
Nova Scotia, 1944) on charter to Ministry of War Transport in convoy from Hull 
to Belfast via Methil is torpedoed by U-2336 (after U-boats had been ordered to 



surrender) off the Firth of Forth and sunk, the last British-flagged merchant ship 
lost to German action (2 killed). 

1945 May  8 VE Day public holiday, at two days’ notice (no railway freight runs). 

1945 May 12 Rev. W.V. Awdry’s first children’s book The Three Railway Engines is published 
(by Edmund Ward of Leicester). 

1945 May 12 SHMD Board runs its last trams. 

1945 May 12 Bus services resume in Jersey and (about this date) Guernsey following 
liberation of the Channel Islands. Those on Alderney do not resume until 1948. 

1945 May 12 Churchill Barriers on Orkney (begun Apr 1941, completed Sep 1944; Sir Arthur 
Whitaker, Admiralty engineer) officially opened. 

1945 May 27 Narrow Gauge Railways Ltd reopen Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway (15 in./381 
mm gauge), closed to passengers since 1939, to tourist traffic, initially using 
internal combustion locomotives. 

1945 May 30 Contractors (Manchester) Ltd, heavy hauliers, established by Edward Beck. 

1945 Jun  1 Cross-country express coach services reinstated. 

1945 Jun  1 Private motorists granted basic petrol ration of 5 gall (20 l)/month. 

1945 Jun 12 Bus operators permitted to increase their weekly mileage by 10%. 

1945 Jun 21 Jersey Airways resumes Croydon–Channel Islands service, using de Havilland 
DH89s, initially on loan from Railway Air Services. 

1945 Jun 25 SR resumes sailings to Channel Islands. 

1945 Jun 28 Coach operators permitted to resume excursions and private hire up to 70 
miles. 

1945 Jun 30 Hull Corporation runs its last trams. 

1945 Jul  3 New boiler for Festiniog Railway 0-4-0ST Prince despatched; first operated in 
service 3 Aug 1955. 

1945 Jul  5–26 General Election leading to Labour government with substantial majority. 
Labour party manifesto Let Us Face the Future commits to public ownership 
and co-ordination of inland transport (Alfred Barnes (Co-op), Minister of (War) 
Transport, 3 Aug 1945–26 Oct 1951). 

1945 Jul  5 Ure Bridge on A1 at Boroughbridge collapses under Pickfords heavy haulage 
consist. 

1945 Jul  6 CIÉ resumes Friday passenger trains. 

1945 Jul 16 Restoration of regular steamers to Waterford (suspended 14 Jan 1944). 

1945 Jul 21 LMS Ecclefechan accident: express collides with goods following colour-light 
signal passed at danger (2 footplatemen killed). 

1945 Jul 23 GWR reopens Vale of Rheidol Railway (2 ft/60 cm gauge), closed since 1939, 
to weekday tourist traffic. 

1945 Aug  6 USAAF B-29 Superfortress Enola Gay* drops atomic bomb ‘Little Boy’ on 
Hiroshima (76K killed on this day). 

1945 Aug 12? Robert Aickman and L.T.C. Rolt first meet, on NB Cressy at Tardebigge. 

1945 Aug 13 GWR places first County class 4-6-0 into traffic (F.W. Hawksworth). 

1945 Aug 15 VJ Day public holiday, at one hour’s notice. Last service on RAF Calshot Spit 
railway (2 ft/60 cm gauge, steam worked). 

1945 Aug 15 CIÉ resumes Wednesday passenger trains, giving a Monday–Saturday service. 

1945 Aug 30? Trades Union Congress publishes The Public Operation of Transport proposing 
a National Transport Authority. 



1945 Sep - Ministry of War Transport grants discretion to regional Commissioners to allow 
reinstatement of express coach services. 

1945 Sep c. LNER purchases Great Central Hotel, Marylebone, from Frederick Hotels for 
office use. 

1945 Sep  1 Channel Islands Airways take over all Railway Air Services flights to the isles. 

1945 Sep  2 SR Haywards Heath accident: buffer-stop collision following colour-light signal 
passed at danger (2 killed). 

1945 Sep  7 Shropshire Union Canal Sun Bank breach, LMS: part of Llangollen branch 
collapses (driver on adjacent GWR line killed). 

1945 Sep 25–Oct  2 c. Unofficial strike by Leeds Corporation Transport staff arising from 
shortage of conductors/conductresses; trams and buses operated by 
volunteers. 

1945 Sep 28 LNER Board adopts postwar reconstruction programme. First priorities include 
new marshalling yards and rebuilding of Peterborough and Sunderland stations 
and war-damaged locomotive sheds. 

1945 Sep 29 Plymouth Corporation runs its last trams. 

1945 Sep 30 LMS Bourne End accident: sleeping car express derails taking crossover at 
speed (43 killed). 

1945 Oct - GWR begins programme to introduce oil firing for selected steam locomotives 
(Llanelly). 

1945 Oct - Bedford reverts production of OWB to OB petrol-engined coach. 12.7K built 
until 1950, most with Duple Vista 29-seat bodies. 

1945 Oct  1 LMS, LNER and SR begin reinstatement of restaurant cars on principal 
services and LMS and GWR begin reinstatement of Travelling Post Office. 
LNER accelerates ‘Flying Scotsman’ express by 50 minutes from wartime 
schedules and resumes Great Northern suburban service through to 
Aldersgate. SR reopens Hythe branch, closed since 1943. 

1945 Oct  2 LPTB introduces fluorescent lighting of Tube platforms (Piccadilly Circus, 
westbound Piccadilly Line). 

1945 Oct 12 Death in service of Charles Fairburn, LMS Chief Mechanical Engineer (London) 
(b. 1889). 

1945 Oct 23 SR resumes Victoria–Dover boat trains (21C17 Belgian Marine). 

1945 Oct 24 First scheduled transatlantic flight to use Shannon Airport, an American 
Overseas Airlines DC-4. 

1945 Oct 27 Death of George Hughes, first LMS CME (Stamford) (b. 1865). 

1945 Nov - WD resumes loaning Austerity 2-8-0 locomotives to British railways, beginning 
with LNER; engines returning from continent are stored at Stonor etc prior to 
overhaul. 

1945 Nov  1 Ian Allan Ltd registered as a business, railway publishing. 

1945 Nov 10 SR Woking accident: rear-end collision following colour-light signal passed at 
danger. 

1945 Nov 14 LNER reinstates ‘Hook Continental’ boat train. 

1945 Nov 19 New Labour government’s intention to proceed with Transport Bill, nationalising 
inland transport, is confirmed by Herbert Morrison (leader of House of 
Commons). 

1945 Nov 26 Film of Brief Encounter, with railway scenes shot on LMS at Carnforth. 

1945 Nov 28 Road Haulage Association resolves to oppose nationalisation of its industry. 



1945 end - Frank Eyre and Charles Hadfield’s English Rivers and Canals published in 
Collins’s Britain in pictures series. 

1945 Dec  3 Railway Air Services begins Croydon–Belfast (Sydenham) non-stop flights, 
using Avro XIXs, first postwar internal service with new aircraft. 

1945 Dec 10 CIÉ reopens eleven branch lines temporarily closed during the the Emergency. 

1945 Dec 10 London County Council officially opens new Waterloo Bridge (first opened to 
road traffic 11 Aug 1942). 

1945 Dec 21 Wantage Tramway works its last (freight empties) train (locomotive no. 7). 
GWR buys locomotive no. 5* (1857 – the oldest in ownership of a public railway 
at this date) for preservation 25 Apr 1946. 

1945 Dec 31 LPTB Northwood accident: rear-end collision of Metropolitan trains in fog (3 
killed). 

1945 Dec 31 GWR begins reinstatement of restaurant cars on principal services. 

1945 Dec 31 Standard Motor Co. takes over Triumph. 

 1946 

1946 LNER Hatfield accidents: two derailments during year attributed to track 
condition and pony truck design of class V2 locomotives. 

1946 -- - British United Traction established jointly by AEC and Leyland to supply the 
railcar and trolleybus market. 

1946 -- - LMS opens Adam Viaduct, Wigan, first permanent precast concrete (railway) 
bridge with prestressed reinforcement (Freyssinet system; William K. Wallace, 
Chief Civil Engineer). 

1946 -- - LMS erects experimental prefabricated station building at Queens Park (W.H. 
Hamlyn with Leslie Martin and Richard Llewellyn Davies, architects). 

1946 -- - English Electric produces first EE507 lightweight rail traction motor (Dennis 
Lightband, engineer; manufactured in Bradford) for SR 4 Sub; 5589 will be built. 

1946 -- - Terence Cuneo first commissioned to paint a poster with a railway subject, by 
LMS. 

1946 -- - LNER demolishes most remaining buildings of Hackworth’s Soho Works, 
Shildon. 

1946 -- - Trent Navigation Co. purchases leased Lenton–Trent Lock section of 
Nottingham Canal from LNER. 

1946 -- - Robert Wright & Son Coachbuilders established in Ballymena. 

1946 Jan  1 LMS Lichfield (Trent Valley) accident: collision, attributed to design defect in 
signalling equipment (20 killed). 

1946 Jan  1 New goods and public service vehicles can be supplied without permit. 

1946 Jan  1 Pickfords and Carter Paterson Joint Parcels Services begin operation. 

1946 Jan  1 Tankers derequisitioned on completion of voyages from this date. 

1946 Jan  1 Wartime restrictions on civil aviation lifted: British European Airways formally 
constituted as division of BOAC; London Airport (Heathrow) transfers from RAF 
to Ministry of Civil Aviation; British South American Airways Ltd (established by 
shipping interests) begins proving flights Heathrow–Lisbon–Buenos Aires–
Uruguay, using Avro Lancastrians, first service to that continent (regular service 
from Mar 15). Hunting Air Travel flies the first postwar air taxi service, from 
Luton Airport using a Percival Proctor. 

1946 Jan  2 LNER places the largest single locomotive order ever given by a British railway 
company to a contractor, with North British Locomotive Co. for 150 Thompson 
class B1 4-6-0s, delivered May 1947–1948. 



1946 Jan  5 LNER Browney accident, Ferryhill, Co. Durham: sleeping car express runs into 
derailed portion of goods train divided due to broken coupling (10 killed). 

1946 Jan  7 Railway passenger fares increase by 33.3% above prewar levels. 

1946 Jan 13 LNER begins implementation of complete locomotive renumbering; passenger 
stock also renumbered. 

1946 Jan 14 CIÉ reinstates restaurant car services. 

1946 Jan 15 West Coast Air Services begins carrying mail on Liverpool–Dublin flights. 

1946 Feb - Government White Paper Public Transport in Northern Ireland. 

1946 Feb - Southern Railway’s Committee on Proposed Extensions of Electrification 
(appointed 31 Aug 1944; Alfred Raworth, chairman) reports proposing 
electrification of most main lines in Eastern section and portions of Central 
section. 

1946 Feb - Last bus converted back from producer-gas operation, East Midland Motor 
Services. 

1946 Feb  1 H.G. Ivatt becomes LMS CME. 

1946 Feb  2 S&DJR Bath Road Viaduct, Shepton Mallet partially collapses in a gale; it is 
fully rebuilt by end Jul. 

1946 Feb  4 BEA division of BOAC takes over operation of continental services from RAF 
Transport Command No. 110 Wing, 46 Group, using DC-3s (in RAF markings 
until Mar 4) and moving operations from Croydon to Northolt (which is formally 
loaned by the RAF to the Ministry of Civil Aviation from Mar 1). Pan American 
Airways begin transatlantic service into Hurn, using Lockheed Constellations. 

1946 Feb  6 R.A. ‘Robin’ Riddles appointed LMS Vice-President for mechanical 
engineering. 

1946 Feb  6 LPTB commences reintroduction of Green Line services with route 715 
Hertford–Guildford via Oxford Circus. 

1946 Feb 10 LNER Potters Bar accident: 3-train collision resulting from signal passed at 
danger. 

1946 Feb 11 Requirement for bus operators to purchase licences discontinued. 

1946 Feb 11 Bermuda Agreement between US and UK relating to air services. 

1946 Feb 14 Bus staff pay standardised. 

1946 Feb 15–May  8 Preliminary and first official meetings establishing Inland Waterways 
Association to promote development of canals (Robert Aickman, chairman; 
Charles Hadfield, vice-chairman; L.T.C. Rolt, honorary secretary; Frank Eyre, 
treasurer). 

1946 Feb 15–16 Grand Union (Shipping) Ltd’s coasters MVs Knebworth and Bosworth 
launched by Burntisland Shipbuilding Co. (completed Jun–Sep). 

1946 Feb 23 LMS runs last passenger service on Strathpeffer branch (Saturday night 
mililtary leave special). 

1946 Mar - SR purchases ex-LSWR ‘0415’ class “Adams radial” 4-4-2T (1885) from East 
Kent Railway (its 5), returning it to service Nov 30 at Eastleigh Works as 3488* 
for Lyme Regis branch. 

1946 Mar - First production Leyland Titan PD1 double-deck bus enters service, Bury. 8.5K 
sold until 1969. 

1946 Mar - Victoria Coach Station, London, reopens. 

1946 Mar c. Vulcan Foundry complete first of 120 Liberation class 2-8-0s to Ministry of 
Supply order for UNRRA supply to eastern Europe. 



1946 Mar  2 Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway (15 in./381 mm gauge), closed to civilian 
passenger traffic by May 1940, reopens to tourist traffic New Hythe–Romney. 

1946 Mar  3 Dry cargo ships derequisitioned on completion of voyages from this date. 

1946 Mar  4 SR reopens Crystal Palace High Level branch, closed since 1944. 

1946 Mar  5 GWR dumb hopper dredger Taff launched by Fleming & Ferguson Ltd, Paisley. 
She is followed in 1947 by bucket dredger Abertawe from the same builder. 

1946 Mar 22 Southdown Motor Services reinstates its South Coast–London express coach 
services. 

1946 Mar 25 Ministry of Civil Aviation officially opens London Airport (Heathrow) for civilian 
traffic (first foreign arrival is Panair de Brazil Lockheed Constellation from Rio 
de Janeiro Apr 16; first BOAC departure May 28 for Australia; fully operational 
May 31; Pan Am switches arrivals to here Jun 1.) 

1946 Apr  1 Ministry of War Transport reverts title to Ministry of Transport. 

1946 Apr  1 Ministry of Transport extends mileage designated as trunk roads, under terms 
of Trunk Roads Act, and creates new administrative category of class III roads. 

1946 Apr 14 Coach operators permitted to resume excursions and private hire over any 
distance. 

1946 Apr 15 SR/Pullman/SNCF reinstate ‘Golden Arrow’ service for public (21C1 Channel 
Packet). Train, equipped with public address system, includes 2nd class cars 
and the ‘Trianon Bar’ (SR SS Invicta enters civilian service on this route Nov). 
GWR resumes Weymouth–Channel Islands passenger mailboat sailings with 
TS St Helier. Weymouth Quay Tramway, closed to regular traffic since 1939, 
reopens Jun 15. 

1946 Apr 15 Royal Blue begins reinstatement of its express coach services. 

1946 Apr 18 GWR Cymer Viaduct accident: derailment of workmen’s train causes 
locomotive 365 to roll down embankment. 

1946 Apr 19 Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. TSS King Orry (launched 22 Nov 1945 at 
Cammell Laird’s Birkenhead yard) makes maiden voyage, first of IoMSP’s 
postwar “six sisters”. 

1946 Apr 23 Piaggio produces design for Vespa motor scooter (Corradino d’Ascanio, 
designer). 

1946 Apr 26 Vintage Motor Cycle Club founded by C.E. ‘Titch’ Allen and fellow enthusiasts 
at Lounge Café, Hog’s Back, Surrey. 

1946 May - Smiths Happiways is first operator to resume continental coach tours from UK, 
with a 14-day tour to Switzerland. 

1946 May  4 Southern National Omnibus Co. Bideford accident: head-on collision between 
two buses; top deck sheared off double-decker. 

1946 May  6 Railway summer timetable restores more trains and higher speeds. Further 
reinstatement of TPO services. GWR reopens Wrexham–Ellesmere line, closed 
to regular passenger traffic since 1940. 

1946 May  7 LNER officially opens Commercial School, Faverdale Hall, Darlington. 

1946 May 22 Douglas Corporation horse tramway resumes operation. 

1946 Smr early LMS introduces black livery for all locomotives. 

1946 Smr - De Havilland DH104 Dove short-haul airliner (first flown 25 Sep 1945) enters 
commercial service, first aircraft built using Redux metal-to-metal bonding. 

1946 Jun  3 LMS reopens Windermere Lakeside branch, closed since 1940/1, to excursion 
traffic. 



1946 Jun  3 Det Forenede Dampskibs-Selskab AS introduces MV Kronprins Frederik (built at 
Elsinore 1941) on Harwich–Esbjerg overnight sailings. 

1946 Jun  7 BBC resumes television broadcasts, from Crystal Palace transmitter. GPO 
begins issue of television receiving licences this month. 

1946 Jun 14 LNER Potters Bar accident: two expresses run into derailed local (2 soldiers 
killed). 

1946 Jul - Purchasers of new cars are obliged to retain ownership for at least 6 months 
(later extended) to prevent profiteering, higher prices obtaining in the 
secondhand market than in the new. 

1946 Jul  1 Government increases railway passenger fares (other than season tickets) by 
16.66% (33½% above prewar levels) and freight rates by 25%. 

1946 Jul  1 Arthur H. Peppercorn succeeds Edward Thompson as LNER CME. 

1946 Jul  1 LPTB reopens Aldwych branch, closed since 1940. 

1946 Jul  1 Portsmouth Area Joint Transport Service Agreement between City of 
Portsmouth Passenger Transport Department and Southdown Motor Services. 

1946 Jul  1 BOAC begins regular transatlantic passenger flights London Heathrow–New 
York La Guardia, using Lockheed L-049 Constellation G-AHEJ. Aer Lingus 
begins monopoly operation of UK–Ireland flights, following intergovernmental 
agreement of Apr 5 (in exchange for 30% BEA interest in Aer Lingus). 

1946 Aug - GWR introduces new design of passenger coach into service. 

1946 Aug - Sentinel (Shrewsbury) Ltd build their first diesel lorry. 

1946 Sep - MoT sponsors railways programme to introduce oil firing for selected steam 
locomotives using bunker C fuel oil. CIÉ undertakes similar programme. All 
reconverted c. Oct 1947–Apr 50. LPTB begins conversion of Neasden 
generating station. 

1946 Aug  1 Railways reinstate cheap day fares. 

1946 Aug  1 Festiniog Railway runs last (slate) train as a commercial company (locomotive 
Princess). 

1946 Aug  1 Civil Aviation Act establishes BEA as an independent corporation. Its first 
independent flight is probably 08.40 Northolt–Athens, using Douglas DC-3. 
Associated Airways Joint Committee companies nominally operate on BEA’s 
behalf from this date. British South American Airways Corporation also 
established to take over British South American Airways Ltd. 

1946 Aug  6 On the first anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing, Capt. Bob Lewis, co-pilot of 
Enola Gay, arrives at Shannon Airport, completing his first flight as a civil 
aviation pilot. 

1946 Aug  8 LMS train derailed in Pass of Brander by fallen boulder. 

1946 Aug 10 Last load of coal over Fordell Railway (originated c. 1770) to St David’s harbour 
(Fife). 

1946 Sep - BMMO (Midland “Red”) introduces production underfloor-engine single-deck 
buses (with semi-integral bodies) (S6 class) into public service (Donald Sinclair, 
engineer). 

1946 Sep  7 Smith’s Tours (Wigan) begin first postwar British coach tour to the continent 
(Switzerland). 

1946 Sep 11 Atlantic Steam Navigation Co. Ltd begins Transport Ferry Service roll-on/roll-off 
operations with chartered Empire Baltic (ex Landing Ship Tank LST 3519) 
Tilbury–Rotterdam (Lt-Col. Frank Bustard). 

1946 Sep 13 First Fellows, Morton & Clayton Ltd Hill class wooden motor narrow boat 
registered (in Birmingham), Chiltern (built at company’s Uxbridge yard). 



1946 Sep 16 Fairbourne Miniature Railway purchased from Fairbourne Estate by John 
Wilkins and associates. 

1946 Sep 16 Alitalia (Aerolinee Italiane Internazionali) incorporated, with 40% BEA interest 
(begins operation 7 May 1947). 

1946 Sep 17 Death in office of Malcolm Patrick, locomotive engineer, NCC since 1933; he is 
succeeded by John Thompson. 

1946 Sep 21 Delivery of first Bentley saloon car completed at the new Rolls-Royce car 
division works at Crewe (former shadow aircraft engine factory). 

1946 Oct - Irish Railway Record Society inaugurated, Dublin (Kevin A. Murray, chairman; 
J. Macartney Robbins, honorary secretary). 

1946 Oct  7 LNER reintroduces ‘East Anglian’ express and reopens smaller intermediate 
stations between Alnmouth and Berwick, closed since 1941; SR reintroduces 
Pullman ‘Bournemouth Belle’ (21C18 British India Line) and reopens 
Folkestone–Lyminge passenger service, closed since 1943 (until 14 June 
1947); GWR reinstates ‘Ports-to-Ports’ express running Swansea–Swindon–
York. 

1946 Oct 16 Cunard White Star liner RMS Queen Elizabeth begins maiden civilian 
transatlantic voyage from Southampton (SR 21C4 Cunard White Star hauls boat 
train). 

1946 Oct 23–early Apr 1947 Last British-owned Short S.23 ‘C’class Empire flying boats 
scrapped at Hythe. 

1946 Nov - SR Board approves scheme for conversion of all lines east of Portsmouth to 
electric or diesel-electric traction. 

1946 Nov - LMS begins dismissal of wartime temporary female staff. 

1946 Nov - GWR begins transfer of Swindon-built LMS-design 8F 2-8-0 locomotives to 
LMS in exchange for ex-WD Austerity 2-8-0s received on loan from Mar. 

1946 Nov - S&WJR Bicslade tramroad, Forest of Dean, last used (for horse-drawn coal 
traffic; short portion continues in use for tractor-drawn stone traffic until at least 
Smr 1951). 

1946 Nov - AEC Regent III double-deck bus first delivered for provincial use (for West 
Riding). 3.3K built until 1954. 

1946 Nov  1 Driving tests reintroduced after wartime suspension. 

1946 Nov  4 LNER reinstates ‘Yorkshire Pullman’. 

1946 Nov 22 Barnsley Canal breached at Littleworth, leading to its owners, Aire & Calder 
Navigation, initiating abandonment proceedings. 

1946 Nov 28 Government publishes Transport Bill. 

1946 Dec - LNER purchases 200 ex-WD Austerity 2-8-0 locomotives (most already on 
loan) from Ministry of Supply. 184 2-8-0s and 103 2-10-0s working on loan in 
the Netherlands are puchased for Nederlandse Spoorwegen at about this date. 

1946 Dec - LMS introduces new designs of 2F 2-6-0 and 2P 2-6-2T (H.G. Ivatt, CME). 

1946 Dec - Last section of Fordell Railway closed. 

1946 Dec  1 Grand Canal Co. barge 45M* sinks under tow on Lough Derg in storm 
conditions (3 killed). 

1946 Dec  1 Nutts Corner opens as Northern Ireland’s principal civil airport, replacing Belfast 
Harbour (Sydenham). 

1946 Dec  4 LPTB opens first Central Line extension Liverpool Street–Stratford to public. 

1946 Dec 12 SR introduces production new design passenger coaches into service, on 
‘Atlantic Coast Express’ (prototype 26 Sep 1945). 



1946 Dec 23 Railway staff war bonus consolidated into basic wage. 

1946 Dec 31 LNER officially closes Invergarry & Fort Augustus Railway. 

 1947 

1947 Worst peacetime year for railway passenger fatalities. 

1947  GWR dismantles last surviving Brunel wooden viaducts at Gamlyn and Dare 
(former Dare branch, Vale of Neath) over 7 months of year. 

1947 -- - Oakwood Press publishes first Locomotion Paper (George Dow’s Alford & 
Sutton Tramway). 

1947 -- - Birmingham Locomotive Club publishes first industrial locomotive pocket books 
(Eric S. Tonks, editor). 

1947 -- - Smith’s of Barrhead (bus & coach operator) and Campbell’s Cream Coaches 
(Aberdeen, May) taken over by Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Society. 

1947 -- - Last horse-drawn hackney carriage in London. 

1947 Jan - CIÉ makes agreement giving Leyland near-monopoly on supply of road 
vehicles. Continues to Jul 1974. 

1947 Jan  1 Coal mining industry vested in National Coal Board, under terms of Coal 
Industry Nationalisation Act 1946. 

1947 Jan  1 Companhia dos Caminhos de Ferro Portugueses reconstituted and takes over 
concessions of most private railway companies in Portugal. Early developments 
on the metre gauge include adding mixed gauge to the Minho route Lousado–
Famalicão (I Jul 1948), completing tracklaying on the Tamega line Celorico–
Arco de Baúlhe (15 Nov 1949) and introduction of railcars (from c. May 1948). 

1947 Jan  1 Cable & Wireless Ltd shares transfer to Government and most UK assets taken 
over by GPO, under terms of Cable & Wireless Act 1946. 

1947 Jan  4 LNER Gidea Park accident: rear-end collision following misreading of signals in 
fog (7 killed). 

1947 Jan  6 (wef) LMS closes intermediate stations between Colwich and Stone. 

1947 Jan 10 SR opens Gorse Hill Staff College, Woking. 

1947 Jan 20 CIÉ begins suspension of rail passenger services due to fuel shortages. 

1947 Jan 25 CIÉ runs last trains on Schull & Skibbereen Railway (3 ft/0.914 m gauge) and 
(‘temporarily’) other lines. 

1947 Feb - David Brown Ltd purchase Aston Martin; in Sep they acquire Lagonda. 

1947 Feb  1 BEA takes over services and assets of Associated Airways Joint Committee 
(Railway Air Services, Scottish Airways, Isle of Man Air Services, Great 
Western & Southern Air Lines and non-operating companies Highland Airways, 
North Eastern Airways, West Coast Air Services and Western Isles Airways), 
under terms of Civil Aviation Act 1946. 

1947 Feb  5–15 Railways progressively reduce services due to fuel shortages and severe 
weather, starting with suburban passenger trains, with priority given to coal 
trains. Settle & Carlisle line closed by snow until Mar. Loading of coal for cargo 
or bunkering prohibited for foreign-going ships from Feb 6; electric traction road 
and rail passenger services in London area reduced from Feb 11. 

1947 Feb 18 One year granted for wartime provisional driving licences to be converted to full 
licences without test. 

1947 Feb 21–Apr 20 King George VI and Royal Family tour South Africa using SAR’s ‘white 
train’ supplemented by new Metro-Cammell carriages. 

1947 Feb 24 CIÉ suspends virtually all rail passenger services due to fuel shortages and 
severe weather. Reinstated from May 24. 



1947 Feb 27 GWR experimentally uses Rolls-Royce Derwent turbojet aero engines to clear 
snow at Dowlais Top. 

1947 Mar - Last commercial traffic (coal) on Lancaster Canal, Preston–Lancaster. 

1947 Mar  8 LMS stern-loading car ferry Princess Victoria (launched by Denny, Dumbarton 
27 Aug 1946) takes up station at Stranraer for Larne passage (in succession to 
her namesake of 1939 lost on war service 1940). 

1947 Mar 21 Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway (15 in./381 mm gauge) officially 
reopened after wartime closure through to Dungeness (by Laurel & Hardy). 

1947 Mar 28 GWR Strangford Viaduct (Ross & Hereford line) collapses due to flood, 11.10 
pm (reinstated with longer centre span Oct 13). 

1947 Mar 31 Wallasey Corporation goods ferry (“luggage boat”) on Mersey last runs on 
expiry of contract with GWR. 

1947 c. Mar? Duke of Westminster closes Eaton (Hall) Railway. 

1947 Apr - Motor ketch Dido C (the last westcountry ketch to enter trade, 1921/4) is sunk 
in collision at Ardrossan while loaded with scrap metal for Northern Ireland and 
ceases trading (John Lee, Belfast, owner). 

1947 Apr–Nov SR introduces ex-US Army Transportation Corps 0-6-0T switchers into 
service at Southampton Docks. 

1947 Apr  1 BEA takes over services and assets of Channel Islands Airways, under terms 
of Civil Aviation Act 1946. 

1947 Apr  4 International Civil Aviation Organization comes into being, putting into effect the 
Chicago convention of 1944. 

1947 Apr  7 Ellis D. Atwood completes Edaville Railroad on his cranberry plantation at 
South Carver, Mass., using Maine 2 ft (60 cm) gauge equipment, world’s first 
tourist railway. 

1947 Apr 17 BEA takes over services and assets of Allied Airways, under terms of Civil 
Aviation Act 1946. 

1947 Apr 18 SNCF TS Londres enters service on Dieppe–Newhaven crossing, the first new 
postwar French Channel ferry (having been requisitioned on the stocks for the 
Kriegsmarine). Sister ship Arromanches makes first crossing Aug 16. 

1947 Apr 21 Irish government schedules Shannon Airport as the world’s first duty free zone, 
under terms of Customs Free Airport Act. 

1947 Apr 23 Mumbles life-boat disaster: RNLB Edward Prince of Wales capsizes on service 
to Liberty ship Samtampa (all 8 & 39 crew respectively killed).  

1947 May - LNER TSS Arnhem enters service on night crossing Harwich–Hook of Holland. 
Prague released for refitting but is burnt out during the work. 

1947 May  3 LNER Filey Holiday Camp branch and station first used by Butlins campers. 

1947 May  3 Fishguard & Rosslare Railways & Harbour Co. resumes regular sailings, 
suspended since Nov 1941. St Andrew re-enters service May 24 (am). 

1947 May  5 LPTB extends Central Line Stratford–Leytonstone over former GER tracks. 

1947 May 10 LPTB introduces first postwar production RT (3RT3) double-deck bus (RT402) 
into service. 4.7K built until 1953 (plus 1.6K RTL 1948–54). 

1947 May 16 Death in office of Sir Thomas Somerset, chairman of NCC since 1936 (b. 
1870); he is succeeded by Lt-Col. the Rt Hon. Viscount Massereene and 
Ferrard. 

1947 May 17 LMS Heads of Ayr Holiday Camp branch and station first used by Butlins 
campers. 



1947 May 18 LMS Grayrigg accident: 6235 City of Birmingham* collides with light engine in 
possession following signal passed at danger. 

1947 May 20 L.T.C. Rolt on NB Cressy makes campaigning passage of ‘temporarily’ fixed 
Lifford lift bridge on GWR Stratford upon Avon Northern canal. 

1947 Jun - Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway Co. closes last remaining section of 
Burtonport extension Letterkenny–Gweedore, the final regular (freight) trains 
having been withdrawn Jan 6. The line is lifted in 1949. The company continues 
to run bus services until 2014. 

1947 Jun - Journal of the Irish Railway Record Society first published (R.N. (Bob) 
Clements, honorary editor). 

1947 Jun  6 Sir Charles Newton retires as LNER Chief General Manager; succeeded by 
Miles Beevor (acting). 

1947 Jun 14 Last day of passenger use of a number of stations closing ‘temporarily’ due to 
fuel crisis wef Jun 16. 

1947 Jun 16 MoT prohibits railway passenger seat reservations from start of summer 
timetable. 

1947 Jun 16 LNER PS Waverley* makes first excursion voyage, the last Clyde paddle 
steamer built. 

1947 Jun 20 SR inaugurates ‘The Devon Belle’ Pullman service Waterloo–Ilfracombe, 
including observation car* (21C15 Rotterdam Lloyd and 21C3 Royal Mail haul 
first train with engine change at Wilton). 

1947 Jun 26 Guillebaud Court of Inquiry on railway wages (C.W. Guillebaud, chairman): 
recommends £19 pa increase on basic rates and reduction of basic working 
week from 48 to 44 hrs for wages grade staff. 

1947 Jun 30 LNER begins operation of Annesley–Woodford ‘o’ut and home’ coal train 
workings. 

1947 Jul - Standard Vanguard saloon car launched, the first wholly-new postwar British 
model, primarily for export. 

1947 Jul - National Dock Labour Scheme introduced, under terms of Dock Workers 
(Regulation of Employment) Act 1946; intended to eliminate casual labour. 

1947 Jul c. Camtax introduce first radio taxis, Cambridge. 

1947 Jul 13 GWR closes South Wales Mineral line, Tonmawr East Junction–Abercregan 
siding (Cymmer) due to blockage by landslips at Gyfylchi Tunnel. 

1947 Jul 14 SR TS Falaise makes maiden voyage Southampton–St Malo, first merchant 
ship fitted with Denny-Brown stabilisers from new. 

1947 Jul 21 LMS Polesworth accident, West Coast Main Line: high speed derailment of 
6244 King George VI on poor track following extreme weather conditions (5 
killed). 

1947 Jul 22 W.G. Bagnall Ltd, locomotive builder, Stafford, sold to Heenan & Froude Ltd 
(Alan P. Good, chairman), bringing it into association with Brush. 

1947 Jul 22 Fishguard & Rosslare Railways & Harbour Co. TSS St David (laid down Apr 
1946 to GWR order and launched 6 Feb 1947 at Cammell Laird’s Birkenhead 
yard as replacement for wartime loss on military service) makes maiden 
voyage. She is equipped with radar and bow rudder. 

1947 Jul 24 LNER scheme for dieselisation of East Coast Main Line submitted; Board 
agrees to go out to tender. 

1947 Jul 31 Cunard White Star liner RMS Queen Mary* resumes civilian transatlantic 
sailings. 



1947 Jul 31 Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. TSS Tynwald (launched Jul 24 at Cammell Laird’s 
Birkenhead yard) makes maiden voyage Liverpool–Douglas. 

1947 Smr - Beyer, Peacock returns pioneer Garratt locomotive K1* from Tasmania to 
Manchester for preservation. 

1947 Aug - LNER train ferry MV Suffolk Ferry enters service Harwich–Zeebrugge, the 
company’s first diesel vessel. 

1947 Aug  6 Transport Act passed, providing for nationalisation of inland transport from 1 
Jan 1948. 

1947 Aug  8 British Transport Commission appointed; first meets Aug 13, 55 Broadway. 

1947 Aug  9 LNER Doncaster (Balby Juncn) accident: rear-end collision following 
signalman’s error (18 killed). 

1947 Aug 11 Great Northern Railway (Ireland) introduces ‘Enterprise’ express Belfast–Dublin 
(4-4-0 no. 83 Eagle). 

1947 Aug 23 Woodford Aerodrome crash (Stockport): Prototype Avro 689 Tudor II G-AGSU 
crashes on test due to faulty component assembly (4 crew killed including Roy 
Chadwick, Avro chief designer). 

1947 Sep - LNER prototype locomotive 6000 for Manchester–Sheffield/Wath 1500 V DC 
electrification is placed on loan to Nederlandse Spoorwegen. 

1947 Sep  1 Mail starts to be carried regularly on BEA Glasgow–Belfast flights, first postwar 
all-up service. 

1947 Sep  9 Commodore Cruises’ MV Red Commodore arrives in Guernsey to begin 
services to Sark (under charter until Oct 29; resuming 28 Jul 1948 for season 
under direct operation). 

1947 Sep 12 Railway Executive appointed by Minister of Transport. 

1947 Sep 17 LNER Burton Agnes accident: train collides with army lorry conveying POWs 
with unauthorised driver on level crossing (12 killed). 

1947 Sep 22 SR opens home for retired railway staff, Missenden House, Woking. 

1947 Aut - Government introduces “export or die” policy for road vehicle manufacturers, 
requiring export of 30% of production (later raised) (Sir Stafford Cripps, 
president of the Board of Trade). 

1947 Oct - MoT directs regional transport commissioners to maximise diversion of freight 
other than coal away from railways. 

1947 Oct - Sir T. Gilmour Jenkins succeeds Lord Hurcomb as Permanent Under-Secretary 
at the Ministry of Transport, serving until 1959 (with James Callaghan as 
Parliamentary Secretary from Oct 7 until 1950). 

1947 Oct - British Transport Commission appoints Miles Beevor as chief secretary & legal 
adviser. 

1947 Oct - SR purchases Knowle Hotel, Sidmouth (sold Aug 1953 ?1951). 

1947 Oct - First national Cycling Proficiency Scheme tests for children. 

1947 Oct - Henry Blogg GC BEM (1876–1954) retires as coxswain of RNLI Cromer life-boat 
having served since 1894 and as cox since 1909. He is succeeded by his 
nephew Henry “Shrimp” Davies. 

1947 Oct -  Innocenti begin production of Lambretta (Model A) motor scooter in Milan. 

1947 Oct–1949 Aug LPTB hires private coaches with drivers to cover for bus shortages. 

1947 Oct  1 Railway passenger fares increase by 16.5% to ‘Scale Z’ (62.75% above 1928 
base; 55% above prewar base). Comparable increases for merchandise. 

1947 Oct  1 Basic petrol ration withdrawn. 



1947 Oct  6 LNER introduces ‘The Master Cutler’ express, London Marylebone–Sheffield 
Victoria. 

1947 Oct 12 GWR 5056 Earl of Powis attains 96.4 mph (155 km/h) on Automatic Train 
Control demonstration train near Maidenhead 

1947 Oct 21 Last service by a sailing life-boat, RNLB William Cantrell Ashley (1907) of New 
Quay (off station 25 Feb 1949). 

1947 Oct 24 SR South Croydon (Purley Oaks) accident: rear-end EMU collision in fog 
following misuse of release key (32 killed). 

1947 Oct 26 LNER Goswick accident, Northumberland: ‘Flying Scotsman’ express derails 
taking turnout at speed (28 killed). 

1947 Nov  3 End of sixty-day strike by CIÉ Dublin tram and bus crews. 

1947 Nov  6 SR Motspur Park accident: EMU collision following error in fog working (4 killed). 

1947 Nov  6 SR Herne Hill accident: steam train collides with EMU following error in fog 
working (1 killed). 

1947 Nov 10 “Atom Train”, a travelling Atomic Energy Exhibition organised by the Atomic 
Scientists Association (Joseph Rotblat) with the Ministry of Supply, officially 
opened at Liverpool Central, going on to first public showing at Chester. 

1947 Nov 11 LMS works last mineral traffic to Swannington incline foot (official closure Feb 
1948). 

1947 Nov 20 Honeymoon Pullman special train for Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip, 
Waterloo–Winchester, SR, hauled by LN no. 857 Lord Howe. 

1947 Nov 26 BR regions announced by BTC. 

1947 Nov 26 SR Farnborough accident: rear-end collision following irregular working of 
signals (2 killed). 

1947 Dec - LMS completes installation of Hudd Automatic Train Control system on London, 
Tilbury & Southend line. 

1947 Dec - LMS introduces new design of 4F 2-6-0 (H.G. Ivatt, CME). 

1947 Dec - CIÉ completes diesel shunter 1000 at Inchicore Works. 

1947 Dec  4 LMS officially opens first works training school, Derby. 

1947 Dec  6 David MacBrayne’s first postwar mailship, MV Loch Seaforth, enters service on 
the Mallaig–Kyle–Stornoway service (launched by Denny, Dumbarton May 19; 
Sulzer engines). 

1947 Dec  8 LMS completes mainline diesel-electric 10000 at Derby Works. 

1947 Dec 10 LMS Manchester Victoria accident: freight train collides with buffers due to 
inadequate brake power (driver killed). 

1947 Dec 14–15  SR/SNCF reinstate ‘Night Ferry’ service. 

1947 Dec 16 Last narrow boats completed for Fellows, Morton & Clayton Ltd: coppered-steel 
motor Foxglove* by W.J. Yarwood & Sons Ltd, Northwich (registered in 
Birmingham), and Hill class wooden motor Clent at FMC’s Uxbridge yard 
(registered at Uxbridge 28 Jan 1948). 

1947 late Allen & Unwin publish The Trains We Loved written and illustrated by C. 
Hamilton Ellis. 

1947 late ? CIÉ begins introduction of its first diesel locomotives, J1A (D or 301) class 
shunters built at its Inchicore Works, first use of Mirrlees engines in rail traction. 

1947 Dec 31 Railway Executive issues instructions for structure of Regions. 

1947 Dec 31 Canal Association ceases to function. 

 1948 



1948 Jan  1 Nationalisation of inland transport, under terms of Transport Act 1947. This 
covers  the ‘Big Four’ grouped railway companies plus 54 joint or independent 
lines (19 639 miles/31 422 km; 20 106 locomotives, of which 10 209 are of pre-
Grouping origin and one is a mainline diesel; 658K staff; 52K staff houses; 7.5K 
horses; and 5M sacks for hire), including Mersey Railway, and subsidiaries 
including Hays Wharf Cartage (incorporating Thomas Cook & Son Ltd, Carter 
Paterson and Pickfords Ltd); railway-associated canals, Grand Union Canal 
and Lee Navigation (2064 miles/3300 km), together with their wholly-owned 
carrying and shipping companies; railway- and canal-owned docks; the London 
Passenger Transport Board; and the railway interest in bus companies. 
Independent long-distance road hauliers to be absorbed. British Transport 
Commission makes policy with functional Executives for Railways (operated as 
six Regions of British Railways), Road Transport (haulage operated as British 
Road Services), London Transport (including management of all railway lines 
previously operated but not owned by it) and Docks & Inland Waterways. BTC 
has duty ‘to provide… an efficient, adequate, economical and properly 
integrated system of public inland transport and port facilities’. Most 
commencing capital debt is transferred to British Transport 3% guaranteed 
stock. Compulsory purchase of privately-owned railway wagons (£42M; 55K 
wagons will be scrapped this year). Functions of Appeal Tribunal transfer to 
Transport Tribunal. Cessation of government control of railways under terms of 
Emergency (Railway Control) Order 1939 and of canal carriers Fellows, Morton 
& Clayton Ltd. (Chairmen: Sir Cyril Hurcomb, BTC; Sir Eustace Missenden, RE; 
Maj.-Gen. G.N. Russell, RTE; Lord Latham, LTE; Sir Reginald Hill, D&IWE.) 

1948 100K ‘C’ (own account) road haulage licences issued (20% increase) over 
year. 

1948  BR introduces first major on-track maintenance machines during year: tamper, 
on NER, and ballast cleaner, on LMR, both from Matisa. 

1948 -- - First batch of Indian standard class WG 2-8-2 goods locomotives ordered from 
North British Locomotive Co. Nearly 2450 built in Britain, the US and India 
1950–1970, the largest class in the Commonwealth. 

1948 -- - Scammell Scarab mechanical horse goes into commercial production. Over 
13K sold until 1967, 7.5K to BR. 

1948 -- - First Setright SMB bus ticket machines introduced, on Westcliff-on-Sea Motor 
Services. 

1948 -- - Ratcliff tail lifts (column type) introduced to commercial vehicle market. 

1948 -- - "Black widow" road safety poster (slogan: "Keep death off the road - 
Carelessness kills") issued (William Little, designer). 

1948 c. Monique Agazarian becomes managing director of Island Air Services, flying 
charters from Heathrow using de Havilland Rapides. 

1948 early - Witham Fourth District Internal Drainage Board opens Nunn’s Bridge, Fishtoft, 
Lincolnshire, first in-situ prestressed concrete bridge (Freyssinet system; Dr 
Karl Mautner, designer). 

1948 Jan - Last commercially-built wooden motor narrow boat, Ian*, enters service with 
Samuel Barlow Coal Co., Braunston (builders). 

1948 Jan - Ian N. Fraser of Arbroath takes possesion of a 1915 steam tractor* for 
preservation. 

1948 Jan  1 Motor car duty changed to £10 pa flat rate in place of variable rate based on 
RAC horsepower formula, under terms of Finance Act 1947. 

1948 Jan  4 National Union of Railwaymen holds celebratory meetings nationwide to mark 
railway nationalisation. 

1948 Jan 10 Bessbroook & Newry Tramway (3 ft/0.914 m gauge) runs last car. 



1948 Jan 14 Battle of Britain class Pacific S21C158 Sir Frederick Pile is probably first 
locomotive to work with BRITISH RAILWAYS lettering, on completing overhaul at 
Brighton Works. 

1948 Jan 23 BR London Bridge accident: EMU collision after signal overrun (3 killed). 

1948 Jan 30 BR’s first experimental rolling stock liveries displayed for officials at Kensington 
Addison Road. 

1948 Jan 30 Death of Orville Wright, pioneer aviator (Dayton, Ohio) (b. 1871). 

1948 Feb  3 Road Transport Executive first meets. 

1948 Feb c.3 Canal Cruising Co. Ltd of Stone, Staffs. first advertises its hire craft (Rendel, 
Mino and David Wyatt). 

1948 Feb  3–4 Fishguard & Rosslare Railways & Harbour Co. TSS St Patrick (laid down Apr 
1946 to GWR order and launched 20 May 1947 at Cammell Laird’s Birkenhead 
yard as replacement for wartime loss) makes maiden voyage on BR WR 
passage Weymouth–Channel Islands. 

1948 Feb  5 GNR(I) takes delivery from Beyer, Peacock of the last 0-6-0 steam locomotive 
built for service in the British Isles, UG class no. 149. (When cut up by Northern 
Ireland Railways May 1970 is also last in capital stock of a public railway in the 
British Isles.) 

1948 Feb 14 BR withdraws last Sentinel steam railmotor, ex-LNER 2136 (Hope). 

1948 Feb 16 BR reinstates name of ‘Royal Scot’ express, marking centenary of Caledonian 
main line. 

1948 Mar - Hargreaves acquire waterways carrying fleets of Calder Carrying Co. and I. & J. 
Dutton. 

1948 Mar  1 BR enquires assets of Ystalyfera Tinplate Works including Peckett 0-4-0ST no. 
1 Hercules, taken into WR service as BR no. 1. 

1948 Mar  1 Foreign-owned railways in Argentina nationalised. 

1948 Mar  4 BR car ferry DEPV Farringford enters service on SR Lymington–Yarmouth 
passage (launched to SR order of 1946 by Denny, Dumbarton, 22 Mar 1947). 

1948 Mar  6 BR LMR withdraws last steam railmotor with separate locomotive portion, ex-
L&Y 10617. 

1948 Mar  7 BR Lamington accident, Scottish Region: 46224 Princess Alexandra firebox 
crown collapse (driver killed). 

1948 Mar 21 CIÉ Brush diesel locomotive 1000 makes demonstration non-stop run Dublin–
Cork. 

1948 Mar 21 Régie Autonome des Transports Parisiens formed by merger of Compagnie du 
chemin de fer métropolitain de Paris (CMP) and Société des transports en 
commun de la région parisienne. 

1948 Mar end Ministry of Transport transfers Caledonian and Crinan Canals to D&IWE 
(agreement Apr 9). 

1948 Spr–1949 Spr  BR WR Melverley Viaduct (on Shropshire & Montgomeryshire Railway 
Criggion Branch, worked by British Quarrying Co.) reconstructed. 

1948 Apr - BR publishes Sign Standards, introducing its totem and confirming use of Gill 
Sans alphabet. 

1948 Apr - BTC proposes a BR Modernization Committee: no immediate action taken. 

1948 Apr - BR ScR withdraws its last ex-Glasgow & South Western Railway locomotive, 
0-6-0T 16095. 

1948 Apr–Jul 39 ex-WD LMS-design 8F 2-8-0 locomotives are shipped home from service on 
Egyptian State Railways, Port Said–Birkenhead–Crewe, returning to service on 



BR Jul–Dec 1949. A further 23 become part of the stock of Israel Railways from 
May 15. 

1948 Apr–Sep BR ‘Locomotive Exchanges’: comparative road testing of steam locomotives. 

1948 Apr  1 Nationalisation of electricity supply industry, under terms of Electricity Act 1947, 
takes effect. Balfour Beatty bus-operating subsidiaries Midland General Group 
(part of Midland Counties Electric Supply Co.) and Llanelly District Traction are 
vested in British Electricity Authority and South Wales Electricity Board 
respectively. Municipal public transport operators using electric traction will be 
buying in power from external suppliers. 

1948 Apr  1 Responsibility for Holyhead Breakwater passes from Ministry of Transport to 
RE LMR. 

1948 Apr  5 Gatow air accident, near Berlin (British Zone of Germany): BEA Vickers VC.1 
Viking 610 1B G-AIVP crashes after collision with Soviet Air Force Yakovlev Yak-
3 fighter (15 killed). 

1948 Apr  9 Agreement for transfer of Holyhead Harbour from RE LMR to D&IWE. 

1948 Apr 14 BOAC/BR officially open new Marine Air Terminal, Southampton Eastern 
Docks; flying boat services return from Poole. 

1948 Apr 14 Eagle Aviation established by Harold Bamberg, initially to use Handley Page 
Halifax Mk 8s to freight perishable fruit. 

1948 Apr 17 BR Winsford accident, LMR: rear-end collision of overnight expresses after 
West Coast Postal allowed into section where preceding express is stationary 
due to misuse of communication cord (24 killed). 

1948 Apr 30 Rover launches (in Amsterdam) Land-Rover (Maurice Wilks, designer). 

1948 May -  BR LMR withdraws last ex-LNWR Bowen-Cooke George the Fifth 4-4-0s 25350 
and 25373 Ptarmigan. 

1948 May  1 East African Railways & Harbours Corporation formed by merger of Kenya & 
Uganda Railways & Harbours and  Tanganyika Railways & Ports Services. 

1948 May 18 BR Wath Road Junction accident, LMR: express derails at speed on defective 
track (6 killed). 

1948 May 21 ASN begins Preston–Larne service using Empire Doric (ex LST 3041), world’s 
first roll-on/roll-off ferry to carry passengers (other sources give May 20 with 
Empire Cedric (ex LST 3534) 

1948 May 25 Railway Shopmen’s National Council agrees consolidated wage rates for 
workshop staff (Minute 577). 

1948 May 31 First BR-issue public timetables (produced regionally in conjunction with Henry 
Blacklock & Co. Ltd, publisher of Bradshaw’s Guide). 

1948 May 31 BR reinstates non-stop run of ‘Flying Scotsman’, King’s Cross–Edinburgh; also 
introduces its first new named express, ‘The South Yorkshireman’, London 
Marylebone–Bradford Exchange, together with the ‘Thanet Belle’. 

1948 May 31 (wef) BR ER ceases Woodford & Hinton–Byfield (via Woodford West Junction) 
passenger shuttle. 

1948 May 31 c. BR introduces experimental liveries on named expresses: 7P locomotives, 
ultramarine blue; other express passenger types, light apple green; coaches, 
“plum and spilt milk”. 

1948 Jun 11 BR (E.S. Cox) publishes Proposed Standard Steam Locomotives. 

1948 Jun 13 ALCO Schenectady builds its last steam locomotive, Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 
(NYC) Berkshire 9401 (withdrawn Apr 1956).. 



1948 Jun - Austin, Carbodies and dealers Mann & Overton introduce FX3 Austin 
Metropolitan London taxi.This becomes popular in its FX3D diesel engined 
version, pioneered by John Birch Jun 1951. 

1948 Jun - Royal Mail terminates carrying contracts with McNamara & Co. 

1948 Jun - Aberdeen Steam Navigation Co. last offers passenger accommodation on 
Aberdeen–London Docks shipping service, transferring MVs Aberdonian Coast 
and new Caledonian Coast to parent Coast Lines services from Liverpool. 

1948 Jun 1 Petrol allowance for private motorists reinstated, permitting 90 miles (145 
km)/month. 

1948 Jun 1 Tom Cowie reopens T. Cowie Ltd’s motorcycle dealership in Sunderland. 

1948 Jun 1–Sep 25 BEA flies trial East Anglian mail circuit based on Peterborough for GPO, 
using Sikorsky S-51 helicopter G-AKCU. Repeated 17 Oct 1949–15 Apr 1950 but 
considered uneconomic. 

1948 Jun  7 Hotels Executive (set up Apr 1) takes over BR hotels and catering (Lord Inman, 
chairman). 

1948 Jun  7 William H. Austen retires from light railway management, closing office at 23 
Salford Terrace, Tonbridge. 

1948 Jun 24−1949 May 12 Berlin Blockade and Airlift. 

1948 Jul  4? LT introduces first remote route-setting interlocking, North Acton. 

1948 Jul 12 Lansing Bagnall model P pallet (forklift) truck launched in advance of 
commercial production at new Basingstoke factory. Its claim to be the first built 
is challenged by the Coventry Climax FTD (1947?) 

1948 Jul 14 Silver City Airways operates first cross-Channel vehicle ferry flight, using Bristol 
170 Freighter G-AGVC, Lympne–Le Touquet.6 

1948 Jul 17 BR New Southgate accident, ER, 6.00 am: high-speed derailment of A2/1 
Pacific on defective track (fireman killed). Another accident involving 
Aberdeen–Glasgow service on same day. 

1948 Jul 17 Botterills Miniature Railways begins operation of Cleethorpes Miniature Railway 
(10¼ gauge). For its second season opening 28 May 1949 it operates a longer 
track on a new site. 

1948 Jul 24 Ribble operates first ‘White Lady’ double-deck coach, Leyland/Burlingham 
2518, Blackpool–Manchester. 

1948 Jul 25 Shropshire Union and Trent & Mersey and Newcastle-under-Lyme Canals and 
Kings Lynn Docks & Railway transfer from RE to D&IWE (agreement Jul 30). 

1948 Smr - Group of IWA members make what is probably the last through navigation of 
the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, including Standedge Tunnel, (until 2001) in 
cruiser Ailsa Craig. Last commercial boat through tunnel was 6 Nov 1921. 

1948 Aug  1 South Wales ports transfer from BR WR to D&IWE (agreement Aug 6). 

1948 Aug  9 BR Bridge Junction accident, ER: collision of expresses. 

1948 Aug 12 Washouts of East Coast Main Line in Scotland. From Aug 24 ‘Flying Scotsman’ 
service on eight occasions runs non-stop Edinburgh–King’s Cross over 
deviation route via Galashiels, 408.6 miles (653.75 km) with A4 Pacifics. 
Greenlaw–Duns section of Berwickshire Railway closed permanently 

1948 Aug 15 Second tranche of RE LMR canals transfer to D&IWE (Ashby, Cromford, 
Huddersfield Narrow closed sections, Lancaster, Manchester, Bolton & Bury 
and St Helens; agreement Aug 20). 

1948 Aug 20 BR WR runs last (freight) trains on Corris Railway (locomotive no. 3*). 

1948 Smr late Grand Union (Shipping) Ltd sold to private sector, 75% to General Steam 
Navigation. 



1948 Sep - BR places its only steam locomotive order with an outside contractor (North 
British Locomotive Co.), for 40 LNER-design Thompson class B1 4-6-0s. 

1948 Sep - Sunbeam-Karrier trolleybus business sold by Brockhouse to Guy Motors. 

1948 Sep  2 Ulster Transport Authority established, under terms of Transport Act (Northern 
Ireland), Aug 10 (Maj. Frank A. Pope, chairman until May 1951). 

1948 Sep 20 Morris Minor car launched, costing £358:10:7d inc. tax (monococque 
construction; Alec Issigonis, engineer). 1.6M sold until 1971. Van variant 
introduced May 1953. 

1948 Sep 24 GNR(I) takes delivery from Beyer, Peacock of its final steam locomotive, the 
world’s last 4-4-0, VS class no. 210 Erne. 

1948 Sep 27 BR introduces ‘Tees–Tyne Pullman’, King’s Cross–Newcastle, and ‘The 
Norfolkman’, Liverpool Street–Ipswich–Norwich. 

1948 Sep 30 Belfast & County Down Railway sold to UTA. 

1948 Sep end  John Knill commences canal carrying. 

1948 Aut c. Last double-deck horse trams in regular service on Douglas Corporation 
tramway. 

1948 Oct - BR orders first enamel station name totems in Regional colours. First erected 
perhaps at West Ealing, WR. 

1948 Oct - BSA Bantam motorcycle introduced for home market (based on German DKW 
design); also supplied to GPO. 

1948 Oct c. Southampton tram 45* preserved by enthusiasts. 

1948 Oct  1 UTA takes over Northern Ireland Road Transport Board, including Northern 
Counties Committee railway lines transferred to it by BTC retrospectively Jan 1 
(includes ownership of Strabane–Londonderry section, but not BTC interest in 
County Donegal Railways Joint Committee). 

1948 Oct  1 RHE, having reached voluntary agreement for absorption of 418 hauliers to Jul, 
commences compulsory acquisition of remainder, vesting to be effective from 7 
Jan 1949. 

1948 Oct  1 First postwar Commercial Motor Show held at Earls Court, London. 

1948 Oct  1 Crossley Motors Ltd and Maudslay Motor Co. taken over by AEC (as 
Associated Commercial Vehicles Ltd). 

1948 Oct  1 John Harker (Lyon & Lyon Ltd) buy out D&IWE interest in Severn & Canal 
Carrying Co. Ltd (other than dry cargo operations). 

1948 Oct  4 Death of Sir Arthur Whitten Brown, pioneer aviator (Swansea) (b. 1886). 

1948 Oct  7 Citroën launches 2CV economy car in Paris. Around 4M will be produced 23 
Jun 1949–27 Jul 1990 (latterly in Portugal). 

1948 Oct 19 BR Rugby locomotive testing station officially opens. 

1948 Oct 20 Darjeeling Himalayan Railway sold to Indian Government. 

1948 Oct 20 (23:32 hrs UTC; quoted as Oct 21 initially) Prestwick air disaster: KLM Lockheed 
Constellation PH-TEN Nijmegen crashes on landing approach following collision 
with power cables in poor visibility and with inadequate charts (all 40 onboard 
killed). 

1948 Oct 27–Nov 6 First postwar Motor Show held at Earls Court, London. A record 275K 
visitors witness a wide range of new products from British manufacturers. As 
well as the already-launched Morris Minor and Land-Rover; there are also the 
Morris Six, new Morris Oxford and Wolseley 4/50 and 6/80; Jaguar XK120 
sports car, the world's fastest production vehicle at this time, and Mk V; Hillman 
Minx Mk III; Humber Hawk Mk III; Austin A70 and A90 Atlantic (for export); 



Vauxhall Velox and Wyvern; Singer SM1500; Sunbeam-Talbot 90; Lagonda 
2.6-litre and Bristol 401. 

1948 Oct 30 BR runs last passenger train on East Kent Railway. 

1948 Nov - BR LMR withdraws last steam railmotor, ex-LNWR 29988 (used on Moffat 
branch). 

1948 Nov c. Gorton Works, BR, resumes locomotive construction for the first time since 
before the war with the first of a batch of LNER-design Thompson class B1 4-6-
0s. 

1948 Nov  2 Canal carriers Fellows, Morton & Clayton Ltd go into voluntary liquidation 
(wound up 5 Dec 1950). 

1948 Nov  4 Death in office of Albert Stanley, Lord Ashfield, transport manager (South 
Kensington) (b. 1874) 

1948 Nov  5 BTC purchases Tilling Group bus companies (including Bristol and Eastern 
Coach Works manufacturing facilities) wef Jan 1 retrospectively. 

1948 Nov 21 LT Central Line electric services extend Woodford–Loughton and via Hainault 
loop (management of these lines transfers from BR ER) and Greenford–West 
Ruislip. 

1948 Nov 22 Birth of Adrian Shooter, railway manager. 

1948 Nov 27 Easingwold Light Railway runs last passenger train (68698). 

1948 Nov 30 First rationalisation of BR Regional boundaries. LMR takes over Cheshire Lines 
Committee. WR takes over Central Wales line. ?LT takes full control of 
Hammersmith & City line. 

1948 Nov 30 BR Stockport accident: rear-end collision. 

1948 Dec  1 Chesterfield, Ashton, Macclesfield and Peak Forest Canals transfer from RE to 
D&IWE (agreement Dec 10). 

1948 Dec 1–1952 Feb 12  Glasgow Corporation introduces 100 ‘Cunarder’ own-build double-
deck trams into service (1293–1392*). 

1948 Dec  6 Sir James Milne delivers report on Transport in Ireland to the Irish Minister of 
Industry & Commerce, proposing a national transport authority and suggesting 
the railways should introduce more frequent passenger services using railcars. 
Also suggests building 50 steam locomotives (not acted upon) to replace 10% 
of fleet (average age, 51). Average age of carriage fleet is 47, with a majority of 
6-wheelers, and 25% unfit for service at any one time. 

1948 Dec 17 The original Wright Flyer* aircraft of 1903 goes on display in the Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, DC, a replica having replaced it in the Science Museum, 
South Kensington. 

1948 Dec 20 Railway Executive sets up committee on traction policy. 

1948 Dec 23 Agreement for Humber ports to transfer from RE to D&IWE. 

1948 Dec 25 BR begins to place into stock 533 2-8-0 and 25 2-10-0 ex-WD Austerity 
locomotives purchased from Ministry of Supply, nominally for ER, wef Oct 
retrospectively (some already loaned). 

1948 end - LT takes new Bristol K5G and K6A buses built for Tilling Group companies on 
loan to cover vehicle shortages (until Smr 1950). 

1948–9 -- - Harris of Netherton build the last fully riveted iron canal boat, dayboat reg. BCN 
2330*. 

 1949 

1949  ‘Big Four’ railway companies formally dissolved: SR Jun 10; GWR, LMS and 
LNER in Dec. 



1949 No fatal or serious rail accidents during year. 

1949  BR LMR withdraws last ex-LNWR passenger tender locomotives during year: 
Bowen-Cooke Prince of Wales 4-6-0 25673 Lusitania (Jan) and 25752 (Spr); 
Bowen-Cooke Claughton 4-cylinder 4-6-0 6004 (Apr 23, Edge Hill; only 
example surviving into this decade); and Whale Precursor 4-4-0 25297 Sirocco 
(Jun). 

1949  First North American class 1 railroads dieselise completely during year: Monon, 
Jun 29; Gulf, Mobile & Ohio, Oct 7. 

1949 First underfloor-engine buses enter production for open market during year: 
Sentinel/Beadle LTC and AEC Regal IV (RF in its 1951 LT variant). Also first 
Crellin-Duplex half-deck coach (by Lincs Trailers). 

1949–50 Trolleybus peak: 4100 in service. 

1949 -- - BR introduces first type BD containers. Almost 10K built until 1958. 

1949 -- - Road Machines (Drayton) Ltd introduces its production Mono-Rail contractors’ 
transport system 

1949 -- - Birmingham Locomotive Club Industrial Locomotive Information Section 
founded. 

1949 -- - BTC appoints Dr Frederick Curtis (from WR) as chief architect. 

1949 -- - LT withdraws last open-staircase double-deckers (LT type 3-axle buses). 

1949 -- - Footbridge over Cherwell, Oxford, probably world’s first prestressed concrete 
fixed-arch bridge, and first statically indeterminate bridge of its type in Britain 
(Alfred Goldstein of R. Travers Morgan & Partners, engineers). 

1949 -- - Motobécane introduces Mobylette pedal-assisted motorcycle (moped). 14M 
built until 1997. 

1949 Jan - BTC purchases Scottish Motor Traction bus companies, transferred to new 
parent Scottish Omnibuses Ltd (retaining fleetname SMT) wef Mar. 

1949 Jan - Sea areas covered by Meteorological Office shipping forecasts considerably 
extended and adjusted. 

1949 Jan  1 British Transport Commission Police created by merger of former railway, canal 
and dock forces. They are authorised to wear crown helmet plates. 

1949 Jan  1 Llandudno Urban District Council purchases Great Orme Railway (funicular 
tramway). 

1949 Jan  9 Manchester Corporation runs its last trams in normal service, first of eight 
systems in British Isles to close during year to Dec 31 (Bury, Dublin, Blackburn, 
Giant’s Causeway, Leicester, Rotherham and Southampton (9)). 

1949 Jan 21 Death of J. H. Thomas, railway trades unionist (London) (b. 1874). 

1949 Jan 29 IWA Kennet & Avon Branch founded, at Newbury. 

1949 Feb - A.P. Reynolds having been asked by Irish government to resign, T.C. (‘Ted’) 
Courtney is appointed chairman of CIÉ, serving until Aug 1958. 

1949 Feb - BR adopts 109 lb flat bottom rail as main line standard. 

1949 Feb 16 Derby Aviation Ltd established as charter operator. 

1949 Feb 20 London, Tilbury & Southend line, Tilbury ferry, Tottenham & Forest Gate line 
and eastern part of Tottenham & Hampstead line transfer from LMR to ER. 

1949 Feb 28 BTC (D&IWE) reaches terms of agreement to acquire most assets of canal 
carriers Fellows, Morton & Clayton Ltd (properties assigned 25 May and boats 
30 Jul – retrospectively from Jan 1). 

1949 Feb 28 Grantham, Nottingham and Kennet & Avon Canals transfer from RE to D&IWE 
(agreement Feb 25). 



1949 Mar - Branchline Committee set up to review unremunerative BR lines. 

1949 Mar - BT Commercial Advertising Department set up as a common agency. 

1949 Mar - Ford introduces its first British-designed commercial vehicle, the ET series. 

1949 Mar c. Nutbrook Canal traffic ceases. 

1949 Mar  1 Basingstoke Canal sold at auction to New Basingstoke Canal Co. 

1949 Mar  9 Royal Mail Lines’ first postwar (passenger/cargo) liner, RMS Magdalena 
(launched by Harland & Wolff, Belfast 11 May 1948), sets off on her maiden 
voyage from London. She grounds off Rio de Janeiro Apr 25 and is lost. 

1949 Mar 11 Agreement for Middlesbrough and Hartlepool Docks to transfer from RE NER to 
D&IWE. 

1949 Apr - Locomotive Club of Great Britain founded in Aylesbury. 

1949 Apr - Humber keel Nar is last to be unrigged. 

1949 Apr - Douglas Corporation sells last petrol-electric buses out of service. 

1949 Apr  1  UTA purchases Northern Counties Committee assets from BR (NCC having 
passed to care of NIRTB from 1 Jan 1948). NCC formally dissolved Jun 1. 

1949 Apr  2 East London Railway Joint Committee dissolved, control passing wholly to LT. 

1949 Apr  3 Glasgow Corporation introduces trolleybuses, the last system to open and the 
only second-generation one in Scotland. 

1949 Apr 14 BR MS Hibernia enters service on Holyhead–Dún Laoghaire passage, first short 
sea passenger ship delivered to BR (LMS order Smr 1946) and with diesel 
power (built by Harland & Wolff). Sister Cambria delivered May. 

1949 Apr 17 Phosphorus (Cécile & Alan Dorward) and Heron (Grundy family) cross 
Pontcysyllte aqueduct (Shropshire Union Canal), perhaps the first converted 
narrowboats of the modern era to do so. 

1949 Apr 18 BTC takes control of Midland General Group (Midland General Omnibus Co., 
Notts & Derby Traction Co. (trolleybus operator) and Mansfield District Traction 
Co.) from British Electricity Authority. 

1949 Apr 27–May 22 BR SR Battle of Britain class light Pacific 34059 Archibald Sinclair is 
loaned to Great Eastern section for trials. 

1949 Apr–May Riley Motors production transferred from Foleshill (Coventry) to MG, 
Abingdon. 

1949 Mar - Last steamship enters service with David MacBrayne, Loch Frisa (ex Marleen, 
built as MoWT C type Ottawa Maycliff in Canada). 

1949 May - BR LMR removes streamlining from last ex-LMS Duchess class Pacific 
locomotive to carry it, 46243 City of Lancaster, Crewe Works. 

1949 May - BTC sets up British Transport Film Unit (Edgar Anstey, producer in charge). 

1949 May - James I.C. Boyd’s Narrow-Gauge Rails to Portmadoc published (Oakwood 
Press). 

1949 May - Nederlandse Spoorwegen completes first phase of its major postwar 
electrification scheme. 

1949 May  1 Nationalisation of gas supply industry, under terms of Gas Act 1948, takes 
effect (Sir Edgar Sylvester, chairman, Gas Council). 

1949 May 11 Special Roads Act provides for restrictions on traffic using motorways. 

1949 May 13 Lima-Hamilton builds its last steam locomotive for a US class 1 railroad, Nickel 
Plate Road (New York, Chicago & St Louis) Berkshire class S3 779* 
(withdrawn Mar 1958). 

1949 May 15 BR SR Newhaven boat train electric-hauled for the first time. 



1949 May c.17 Sutherland County Council takes over and frees operation of Kylesku Ferry 
from Westminster and Assynt Estates. 

1949 May 23 BR ER introduces non-stop ‘The Capitals Limited’ King’s Cross–Edinburgh; 
also ‘West Riding’ King’s Cross–Leeds–Bradford; and names ‘The Bon Accord’, 
‘The Granite City’ and ‘The St Mungo’ Anglo-Scottish expresses. 

1949 May 23 Further tranche of RE canals transfer to D&IWE (Monmouthshire, Brecon & 
Abergavenny, Stratford upon Avon, Pocklington, Ripon and part of Swansea 
Canals and Ure Navigation; agreement May 20). 

1949 May 25 BR SR officially launches ‘Tavern Cars’ (bar/buffet cars decorated inside and 
out in “Olde Worlde” style). 

1949 May 28–Jun  1 Erikson Line steel barques Pamir (1905) and Passat* (1908) 
respectively set out from Port Victoria, South Australia, on the last ‘grain race’. 
They become the world’s last commercial ships to round Cape Horn under sail 
alone (Pamir, Jul 11), Passat entering Cobh for orders Sep 19 and Pamir 
entering Falmouth Roads Oct 2, both being ordered to Penarth to lay up until 
early 1951. (Both return to the South American trade under the German 
merchant flag with auxiliary engines, Pamir being lost off the Azores 21 Sep 
1957 and Passat tying up in Hamburg 8 Dec 1957.) 

1949 Jun c. BR standardises liveries for express passenger trains: 7P locomotives, blue; 
other express passenger types, Brunswick green; coaches, carmine & cream. 

1949 Jun c. LT gives Circle Line its own identity. 

1949 Jun 20 Road Transport Executive split into Road Haulage and (wef Jul 5) Road 
Passenger Executives. The latter is to introduce ‘area schemes’ of Passenger 
Road Transport Boards, not carried through. 

1949 Jun 22 O.V.S. Bulleid’s prototype bogie ‘Leader’ steam locomotive makes first run, 
from Brighton. 

1949 Jun 23 Fire on express train in Penmanshiel Tunnel. 

1949 Jun 23 SS Maid of Orleans (launched by Denny, Dumbarton Sep 1948) enters service 
on BR Folkestone–Boulogne service, the only postwar steam packet for foot 
passengers only. 

1949 Jun 23 La Maseline deepwater harbour on Sark officially opened 

1949 Jul  1 Narrow Gauge Railways Ltd, owners of Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway (15 
in./381 mm gauge), acquired by Keswick Granite Co. Ltd. 

1949 Jul  6 LT opens Newbury Park bus stand (Oliver Hill, architect). 

1949 Jul  7 Guernsey Railway Co. (bus operator) acquired by Red & White. 

1949 Jul 9–10  CIÉ runs last Dublin trams. 

1949 Jul 27 De Havilland Comet 1 prototype jet airliner makes first flight (Hatfield). 

1949 Jul 30 British Transport Commission Act formalises creation of British Transport 
Commission Police. 

1949 Jul 30 Crumlin Branch of Monmouthshire Canal and portions of Swansea Canal and 
River Aire closed to navigation, under terms of BTC Act. 

1949 Jul 30 British South American Airways Corporation merged into BOAC. 

1949 Aug - D. Wickham & Co. Ltd of Ware produce first Type 27 gang trolley (for Nigerian 
Railway). In production for BR and overseas customers until 1980. 

1949 Aug 28 Leeds Corporation completes Middleton Park loop, the last substantive 
extension of a traditional tramway. 

1949 Sep c. Morris Commercial J-type forward control panel van production models 
introduced; c.50K built until early 1961. First of 6K ordered for the GPO (LUU 

572) delivered Jan 1951 to Bromley. 



1949 Sep  4 Bristol Brabazon prototype first flies. Designed as the postwar British 
transatlantic luxury airliner, the Government abandones the project in 1952–53 
and it never goes into production. 

1949 Sep 12 D&IWE coppered-steel motor narrow boat Malvern* enters service (built by 
W.J. Yarwood & Sons Ltd, Northwich, to Fellows, Morton & Clayton order). 

1949 Sep 17 Shuttleworth Collection’s 1912 Blackburn Mercury Type D monoplane* first flies 
after restoration, the oldest airworthy British aircraft. 

1949 Sep 24 GPO operates its last horse-drawn delivery van, London EC (horse Peter). 

1949 Sep 25 LT extends Central Line electrification Loughton–Epping and takes control of 
BR ER lines beyond Loughton, BR continuing to provide Epping–Ongar service 
as its agent until electrification 18 Nov 1957. 

1949 Sep 26 BR inaugurates Shenfield electrification. New signal box at Liverpool Street is 
first major one with route relay interlocking (Siemens & General Electric One 
Control Switch panel); Stratford, Bow and Mile End equipped with Metropolitan 
Vickers–GRS NX entrance-exit panels. 

1949 Sep 26 First postwar 60 mph (100 km/h) train timings in BR tables (‘North Briton’, 4.00 
pm Glasgow–Leeds, Darlington–York). 

1949 Sep 29 Death of Sir Herbert Walker, chairman, Southern Railway (London) (b. 1868). 

1949 Sep 30 Giant’s Causeway, Portrush & Bush Valley Railway & Tramway (3 ft/0.914 m 
gauge) runs its last trams. 

1949 Oct - Interfrigo established (with BR a partner) (Bâle headquarters). 

1949 Oct  1 O.V.S. Bulleid takes office as consultant mechanical engineer to CIÉ, having 
resigned from BR SR; he succeeds C.F. Tyndall as CME in 1950. 

1949 Oct 11 Norfolk Wherry Trust (established Feb 23) returns rerigged Albion to trade on 
the Broads. 

1949 Oct 21 Official inauguration of Princesshay, Exeter, first pedestrianised shopping 
precinct (Thomas Sharp, town planning consultant). 

1949 Oct 21 British freighter Cydonia out of Workington in ballast for Barry is written off by 
an exploding wartime mine (1 killed). 

1949 Nov Ian Allan publishes first issue of Buses Illustrated magazine (Charles S. 
Dunbar, editor). 

1949 Nov - Baldwin builds its last steam locomotive for a US class 1 railroad, works no. 
74278, Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2 Mallet compound class H6 1309*, 
delivered to Peach Creek depot, West Virginia (withdrawn Aug 1956, a month 
before the road withdraws all steam). 

1949 Nov - First seagoing vessel ever to navigate Weaver to Winsford, MV Hondsrug. 

1949 Nov 14–Dec  1 Cunard liner RMS Aquitania makes her last round voyage Southampton–
Halifax, Nova Scotia (on charter to Canadian government carrying war brides), 
last ‘four-stacker’ and longest career to this date of any transatlantic liner 
(launched by John Brown & Co., Clydebank 21 Apr 1913; maiden voyage 30 
May 1914). Broken up by British Iron & Steel Corporation, Faslane 1950. 

1949 Dec  2 Agreement for transfer of Garston and Fleetwood Docks from RE LMR to 
D&IWE. 

1949 Dec 16 National Parks & Access to the Countryside Act, provides for creation of 
definitive map of public rights of way. 

1949 Dec 31 F.W. Hawksworth and A.H. Peppercorn retire as CMEs. 

1949 Dec 31 Cunard drops ‘White Star’ from its corporate name, having acquired remaining 
share in the company 1947. 

 1950 



1950 -- - UTA introduces last restaurant car built new in Northern Ireland, 87*. 

1950 -- - D&IWE raises carriage rates, previously maintained at prewar levels. 

1950 -- - Sentinel (Shrewsbury) Ltd build 100 S6 type steam waggons for General de 
Combustibles Sólidos Minerales (CSM), Río Turbio, Argentina; Vickers-
Armstrong (under licence from Aveling-Barford) build last steam rollers, for 
Asian market. 

1950 -- - Hampshire County Council completes Rhinefield Bridge, near Brockenhurst, 
New Forest, first of series of precast post-tensioned concrete road bridges 
(Freyssinet system; E. W. H. Gifford, engineer). 

1950 c. Last commercial traffic on Peak Forest Canal. 

1950 c. CIÉ recognises Irish Transport & General Workers’ Union. 

1950 Jan - CIÉ introduces its first mainline diesel locomotive, C2a class 1100, built at 
Inchicore Works with Sulzer engine. 

1950 Jan - County Donegal Railways Joint Committee places first new postwar diesel 
railcar, 19*, into service (3 ft/0.914 m gauge). 

1950 Jan - BTC creates common legal service. 

1950 Jan - E.C. Jones & Son (Brentford) Ltd complete first production Bantam push tug for 
inland waterways use, builder’s no. 3 for Wraysbury Sand & Gravel, 
Rickmansworth. 89 sold until 1969 (20 to British Waterways). (Prototype 
Bantam I entered service on Thames Oct 1948.) 

1950 Jan British Railways Magazine first published for staff. 

1950 Jan c. UTA purchases City Hotel, Londonderry. 

1950 Jan  1 BR issues its first standard Rule Book. 

1950 Jan  1 Barrow & Silloth and Grangemouth Docks and Ayr & Troon and Lydney 
Harbours transfer from RE to D&IWE (agreement Jan 6). 

1950 Jan  1? BTC acquires remaining private shares in Canal Transport Ltd, carriers on 
Leeds & Liverpool Canal, operated by D&IWE (British Waterways). 

1950 Jan  6 BR SR introduces 4 DD double-deck suburban train into regular passenger 
service, Cannon Street–Dartford (first public run 2 Nov 1949; last 1 Oct 1971). 

1950 Jan 23 BTC transfers to ownership of LTE all BR lines previously operated but not 
owned by it (except lines north of Harrow transferred Jun 25 and formal transfer 
of Greenford–West Ruislip electrified tracks 1 Jan 1963). 

1950 Jan 26 Indian Railways inaugurates its Chittaranjan steam locomotive works in West 
Bengal, built in collaboration with North British Locomotive Co.; dedicated Nov 
1 and first locomotive (class WG 8401) rolled out. 

1950 Feb 10 BTC purchases Red & White Group bus companies from United Transport Co. 
Cheltenham District to Bristol management; Newbury & District and South 
Midland to Thames Valley management; Venture (Basingstoke) to Wilts & 
Dorset management. 

1950 Feb 14 BR WR experimental heavy oil gas turbine locomotive 18000* built by Brown 
Boveri/Schweizerische Lokomotiv- und Maschinenfabrik makes its first mainline 
trial run from Swindon, one of two gas turbine engines ordered by the GWR. 

1950 Feb 19 Cardiff Corporation runs its last trams in normal service. 

1950 Mar - RE Ideal Stocks Committee issues Report on design, capacity and types of 
railway freight rolling stock, setting out proposals for standard types and for 
replacement of 253.5K grease-lubricated wagons within 6 years. No firm 
conclusion on brakes. 

1950 Mar - BR begins national introduction of alphanumeric locomotive shedcode system 
(devised 1 Apr 1949). 



1950 Mar - Historical Model Railway Society established. 

1950 Mar  4 Rover first trials experimental gas-turbine powered car JET 1*, Solihull. 

1950 Mar  6 James Sutherland (Peterhead) Ltd bus operations purchased for Walter 
Alexander; freight operations transferred to RHE. 

1950 Mar 12 Llandow air disaster: Fairflight Ltd Avro Tudor V G-AKBY The Star Girl on charter 
from Dublin crashes at Siginstone, Glam., following stall during corrected 
landing approach (80 killed, the most fatalities in a civil aviation accident at this 
date). 

1950 Mar 31 Ashover Light Railway closes (2 ft/60 cm gauge) (last steam working 5 Jul 
1949, Baldwin 4-6-0T Peggy). 

1950 Apr  2 BR adjusts regional commercial boundaries while retaining existing operating 
arrangements for penetrating lines. SR takes over Weymouth line and shipping, 
Reading–Basingstoke and southern part of Didcot, Newbury & Southampton 
line; WR takes over most of LMR Bristol–Birmingham line and lines in Swansea 
area, SR lines west of Exeter, northern part of Somerset & Dorset, and 
Marylebone; NER takes over penetrating Yorkshire lines of LMR and ER; LMR 
takes over some sections of GC. 

1950 Apr 10 Completion of first batch of 16-t all-steel mineral wagons to BR order. 
Construction to same basic design continues to Nov 1959, around 75K being 
built. During year, BR also buys 7K (originally built to MoWT order) from SNCF. 

1950 Apr 15 Stephenson Locomotive Society organises first enthusiasts’ railtour designed to 
traverse lines not in regular passenger use, in BR SR suburban area. 

1950 Apr 22 UTA closes last section – other than Bangor branch – of Belfast & County 
Down Railway. 

1950 May - British Waterways converts ex-GUCCC motor boat Themis into excursion craft. 

1950 May - Ipswich Corporation Transport introduces its first motor bus (AEC Regent III 
double-decker ADX 1)*, having previously operated electric traction only. 
Darlington Corporation also introduces its first motor bus this year. 

1950 May - GPO ends last external contracts for road transport. 

1950 May c. General introduction of BR-headed rail tickets begins. 

1950 May 15 Railway freight rates increase by 16.6% above prewar levels. 

1950 May 15–1952 Apr 11 Sheffield Corporation introduces 35 production “Roberts” all-metal 
double-deck trams into service (502–536), the last 4-wheelers built. 

1950 May 20 UTA runs last (freight) train on Ballymena & Larne Railway (3 ft/0.914 m gauge; 
2-4-2T compound no. 42). 

1950 May 20 Horizon Holidays operates first package holiday charter flight, Gatwick–Calvi, 
Corsica (camping) (Vladimir Raitz).  

1950 May 27 Petrol rationing ends. 

1950 May 31 D&IWE places stoppage on through navigation of Kennet & Avon Canal (at 
Burghfield). 

1950 Jun - GNR(I) introduces DMUs, using AEC/Park Royal power cars (George B. 
Howden, general manager). 

1950 Jun–Nov LT installs last new sections of conduit tram track, for South Bank road 
diversions. 

1950 Jun  1 Irish Republic nationalises Córas Iompair Éireann (by buying out remaining 
private stockholders), incorporating Grand Canal Co. (including Barrow 
Navigation), under terms of Transport Act (May 17). Branch line closures to be 
approved by a Transport Tribunal. George B. Howden, general manager, 
GNR(I), serves also in same office for CIÉ until 1953. 



1950 Jun  1 Construction and Use Regulations extend permissible length for 2-axle single-
deck buses and coaches from 27 ft 6 in. to 30 ft (8.4 m to 9.1 m) and for double 
deckers from 26 ft to 27 ft (8 m to 8.2 m); permissable width for all PSVs from 7 
ft 6 in to 8 ft (2.2 m to 2.4 m). 30 ft limit extended to rigid HGVs Apr 1955. 

1950 Jun  1 BEA commences world’s first regular scheduled helicopter passenger service, 
Liverpool (Speke)–Cardiff (Pengam Moors) (with request stop for Wrexham) 
using 3-passenger Sikorsky S-51 G-AJOV Sir Lamorak. Service continues to 31 
Mar 1951. 

1950 Jun  5 BR introduces standardised train description headlight code. 

1950 Jun  6 Durham District Services Ltd created (from Star Vehicle Engineering Co.) as 
subsidiary of United Automobile Services (BTC) to take over operations of 
independent bus operators in area. 

1950 Jun  8 Fire on BR Birmingham–Glasgow service, near Harthope, Beattock (5 killed). 

1950 Jun 13 ICI obtains Wallerscote Light Railway Order, first LRO for a new line since 
1920s. 

1950 Jun 19 Forth & Clyde, Union and Stourbridge Extension Canals and Fossdyke and 
Witham Navigations transfer from RE to D&IWE (agreement Jun 20). 

1950 Jun 24 BR releases its first standard goods brake van to traffic from Faverdale Works, 
Darlington. 4632 will be built. 

1950 Jul–Oct 30 Four LT RT double-deck buses make a promotional tour of Europe. 

1950 Jul - BTC statement of policy on integration. D&IWE road vehicles to be transferred 
to RHE. 

1950 Jul  2 UTA runs last train on Ballycastle Railway, last public narrow gauge (3 ft/0.914 
m) line in Co. Antrim (2-4-2T compunds 41 & 44). 

1950 Jul  3 UTA officially closes ex-NCC freight-only lines. 

1950 Jul  5 First Flying Pigeon bicycle built in Tianjin (Huo Baoji, designer, based on 1932 
Raleigh roadster); more than 500M built. 

1950 Jul 14 British freighter Fenstone out of Emden for Hull is sunk by a wartime mine. 

1950 Jul  15 Management of Goole Docks transfers from RE and Inland Waterways Division 
of D&IWE to latter’s Humber Ports Division (agreement Jul 21). 

1950 Jul 18 Birth of Richard Branson, entrepreneur (Blackheath). 

1950 Jul 29 BEA Vickers Viscount 630 prototype G-AHRF makes first commercial flight by 
turboprop airliner (Rolls-Royce Dart gas-turbine engines), Northolt–Le Bourget 
(Capt. Richard Rymer). (Inaugural regular flight, G-AMNY, Heathrow–Rome–
Athens–Nicosia, 18 Apr 1953.) 450+ of model built at Weybridge and Hurn until 
1964. 

1950 Jul 30 First traction engine rally (a challenge race), Appleford (Berks.) (Second 21 Jun 
1951, Nettlebed.) 

1950 Jul 31 BR opens Ocean Liner Terminal, Southampton. 

1950 Aug  1 Lower Avon Navigation Trust founded with a view to restoring navigation to the 
Warwickshire river (C. Douglas Barwell). 

1950 Aug 13 Inland Waterways Association’s first rally and festival opens at Market 
Harborough; New Way Holidays (A.W. Smallwood & G.B. Savi) display first 
hotel boats, motors Wanderer and Wayfarer (conversions from L.B. Faulkner’s 
Vulture and Jeannie) and Holt Abbott displays his first purpose-designed 
cruiser Avondale (built at Saul Junction). L.T.C. Rolt’s The Inland Waterways of 
England published. (Charles Hadfield’s British Canals is also published about 
this time, and Eric de Maré’s The Canals of England during year.) 



1950 Aug 27 BR Penmaenmawr accident, LMR: up ‘Irish Mail’ collides with locomotive 
making shunt move (6 killed). 

1950 Aug 28 (wef) UTA withdraws Cookstown Junction–Magherafelt–Macfin/Cookstown 
passenger trains (58 route miles (93 km)). 

1950 Aug 31 UTA takes delivery of WT class 2-6-4T 57 from BR Derby, last steam 
locomotive built for Northern Ireland. 

1950 Sep - Tilling-Stevens Ltd taken over by Rootes Group for component manufacture. 

1950 Sep 1 Southampton Docks transfer from RE to D&IWE (agreement Sep 8). 

1950 Sep 13 Tasmanian Government Railway places X1* and X2 into service, first mainline 
diesel-electric locomotives in Australia, built by English Electric/Vulcan Foundry 
(3 ft 6 in./1067 mm gauge single cab Bo-Bo). 

1950 Sep 18 BR Mk I coach prototypes displayed at Marylebone. On introduction of 
production vehicles, company of origin suffixes are applied to numbers of older 
coaches. 

1950 Sep 21 Foden launch PVRF6 rear-engine coach chassis. Only 79 built, to 1958. 

1950 Sep 21? Bedford launch SB forward-control coach chassis. Built until 1987, most with 
Duple Vega bodies. 

1950 Sep 25 BR renames many stations to distinguish those of former different companies in 
the same town. 

1950 Sep 25 BR Paddington–Wolverhampton express named ‘The Inter-City’. 

1950 Sep 30 LT closes tram routes as Stage 1 of ‘Operation Tramaway’ (announced Jul 5). 

1950 Oct - UTA officially opens new road and rail rolling stock works at Duncrue Street, 
Belfast. 

1950 Oct  1 London Area Passenger Charges Scheme: harmonises BR and LT fares; 
Workmen’s Returns replaced by Early Morning Returns in LT area. 

1950 Oct  2 GNR(I) and CIÉ extend Belfast–Dublin ‘Enterprise’ express through to Cork 
(through working of complete train continues until 27 Jun 1953). 

1950 Oct  6 Talyllyn Railway runs its last passenger train as a privately-controlled company. 
Its 1866 coaches are the oldest in public use, and most of its rails are wrought-
iron. 

1950 Oct 29 Accommodation ship Gulcemal (launched by Harland & Wolff, Belfast 15 Jul 
1874; maiden transatlantic voyage as White Star Line’s SS Germanic 30 May 
1875) is towed from the Black Sea to Messina for scrapping. Also this year, 
coal hulk Analcoal is broken up in south Wales (former Siemens Bros. 
cableship Faraday built 1874 to lay transatlantic cable). 

1950 Nov  2 BR SR ‘Leader’ working prototype runs last trial; recommendation Nov 20 for all 
of class to be scrapped (carried out c. April 1951) 

1950 Nov - BR Ashford Works completes SR-design 1Co-Co1 diesel-electric 10201. 

1950 Nov  7 Monkland Canal officially abandoned by MoT Order, having been disused since 
c1935. 

1950 Nov  7 BOAC replaces its last flying boats by landplanes. 

1950 Dec 12 Bristol delivers its and Tilling Group’s first underfloor-engine bus, chassis 
LSX001 with Eastern Coach Works single-deck body, as Bristol 2800, NHU 2*. 

1950 Dec 23 Death of Edwin Richard Foden, commercial vehicle manufacturer (b. 1870). 

1950 Dec 31 BTC takes over road and canal cartage fleets of Thomas Bantock & Co. of 
Wolverhampton (accounting date 30 Dec 1953). 

 1951 



1951 Bridgewater Transport Co. (department of Manchester Ship Canal Co.) takes 
delivery of first of its fleet of six ‘Duker’ steel motor barges, Paradine and 
Parelia. 

1951 -- - Railway Development Association established. 

1951 -- - CIÉ introduces its first new railway coaches since 1939, “laminate” stock. 

1951 -- - Hargreaves acquire Lancashire waterway carrying fleet of Dean Waddington & 
Co. 

1951 -- - Sale of last narrow boats from fleet of L.B. Faulkner, canal carrier, Leighton 
Buzzard following death of Lawrence Faulkner, 1950 (pair Albatross and 
Kestrel (Sidney Macdonald, skipper) to S.E. Barlow of Tamworth). 

1951 -- - Most locks on Huddersfield Narrow Canal weired. 

1951 -- - Remaining secton of Stover Canal closed due to breach. 

1951 -- - Bournemouth Corporation opens new Mallard Road bus garage (Jackson & 
Greenen, architects; Alfred Goldstein, engineer). 

1951 -- - Duke of Westminster’s Estates take over Sutherland Transport & Trading Co. 
Ltd. 

1951 -- - Saga Holidays (for the retired) established by Sidney De Haan at Folkestone. 

1951 Jan - Ford Consul car enters production. 608K built until 1962. 

1951 Jan  1 GNR(I) abolishes 2nd class and reduces 1st class fares. Sligo, Leitrim & 
Northern Counties Railway also abolishes 2nd (although most of its services 
use one-class railbuses). 

1951 Jan  6 GNR(I) gives notice that it will cease all rail operations within Northern Ireland 
in 5 weeks. This is rescinded Jan 9 on government promises to finance deficits. 

1951 Jan 15–29  BR progressively reduces service frequencies and ‘temporarily’ closes some 
stations as a result of national coal shortages. Non-event-specific excursions 
suspended Feb 12. Services restored mid-Mar–Apr 2. 

1951 Jan 26 BR Brighton Works completes Battle of Britain class Pacific 34110 66 
Squadron, the last locomotive to an SR design. 

1951 Jan 30 First BR Standard steam locomotive, Pacific 70000, officially named Britannia* 
at Marylebone, having been completed at Crewe Works Jan 2 (R.A. Riddles, 
engineer). 999 Standard engines of all classes built at railway works until 1960. 

1951 Feb  Bagnall despatch first Brush-Bagnall diesel-electric shunters and (Feb 12) first 
of three sophisticated 0-6-0STs (works no. 2994*; SCOW 401) to Steel 
Company of Wales’s new Abbey Works at Margam (near Port Talbot), from 
their Stafford works (Harold Wood, chief draughtsman; Chris Wordsworth, 
SCOW engineer). 

1951 Feb 15 Steelmaking industry nationalised as Iron & Steel Corporation of Great Britain, 
under terms of Iron & Steel Act 1949. 

1951 Feb 28 BR withdraws its oldest ever locomotive, ex-NLR crane tank 58865 (originating 
1858). 

1951 Mar  3 Death of A.H. Peppercorn, LNER CME (Doncaster) (b. 1889). 

1951 Mar 16 BR Doncaster accident: derailment at speed on defective track (14 killed). 

1951 Mar 20 Iran nationalises Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. 

1951 Spr - Railway Clerks’ Association renamed Transport Salaried Staffs Association. 

1951 Spr - War Department closes Spurn Head Railway. 

1951 Apr - BR WR withdraws last GWR inside-cylinder 0-6-0ST, 1925 from Southall. 



1951 Apr - British Petroleum opens first commercial long-distance pipeline, Finnart–
Grangemouth oil refinery (9 miles/14 km). 

1951 Apr  6 LT runs its last trams through Kingsway Subway (in early hours). 

1951 Apr 12 Rediffusion officially inaugurates cable relay television system, Margate. 

1951 Apr 16 10% increase in charges for BR freight and parcels and D&IWE docks and 
canals.  

1951 Apr 21 BR Pollockshields East accident, ScR: rear-end collision after following train 
allowed into section where preceding football special is stationary (3 killed). 

1951 May - BR Darlington Works completes last class J72 0-6-0T to NER design of 1898 
(69028). 

1951 May - BR SR light Pacifics begin loan to Great Eastern section. 

1951 May  3 BR names five express trains in conjunction with Festival of Britain (‘The 
Merchant Venturer’, ‘The William Shakespeare’, ‘The Royal Wessex’, ‘The Red 
Rose’ and ‘The Heart of Midlothian’); Mk I trainsets in carmine & cream 
introduced on these (and other express) services. Headboards are introduced 
on other named trains during year. Also during the year, UTA names its 
Belfast–Derry (via Coleraine) express ‘The Festival’, introducing some of the 19 
‘Festival’ coaches it is building at its new Duncrue Street works (Belfast) with 
compensation funding for NCC wartime losses. 

1951 May  3 First modern prestressed concrete footbridge opened, on Festival of Britain 
South Bank site (Ove Arup, designer). 

1951 May  5 ‘Jason’s Trip’ boat introduced on Regent’s Canal (John James). 

1951 May 14 Talyllyn Railway reopens first section for new season under management of 
Preservation Society as world’s first heritage line (L.T.C. Rolt, manager). Fully 
reopens for regular services Jun 4. 

1951 May 20 New BR ER York signal box becomes fully operational 11.59 pm with 
Westinghouse OCS panel, the largest route relay interlocking in the world and 
the first major station under single centralised control. 

1951 May 21 Plymouth Millbay Docks transfer from RE WR to D&IWE (agreement May 29). 

1951 Jun - Railway Correspondence & Travel Society begins publication of The 
Locomotives of the Great Western Railway. 

1951 Jun  1 BEA commences regular scheduled helicopter passenger service, Hay Mills 
‘Rotorstation’, Birmingham, to Northolt & Heathrow, using 3-passenger 
Sikorsky S-51 craft. Service continues to 5 Apr 1952. 

1951 Jun 11 Pullman introduce new cars on ‘Golden Arrow’. 

1951 Jun 11 LT introduces Circular Tour of London (service J, origin of the Round London 
Sightseeing Tour) using RT double-deck buses, for Festival of Britain. 

1951 Jun 18 BR renames a number of stations to distinguish those of former different 
companies in the same town, including some previously renamed on 25 Sep 
1950. 

1951 Jun end H.G. Ivatt resigns as CMEE of BR LMR. 

1951 Jul  2 D&IWE coppered-steel motor narrow boat Gorse enters service (last built to a 
Fellows, Morton & Clayton order). 

1951 Jul  3 BR completes last SR-design general service hauled passenger coach. 

1951 Jul 24 Durham and Northumberland County Councils open Tyne Pedestrian and 
Cyclist Tunnels, Jarrow–South Shields, containing the world’s longest single-
rise escalators at this time (200ft (61 m) long and 85 ft (26 m) vertical rise, by 
Waygood-Otis). 

1951 Jul 28 SNCF MS Saint-Germain enters train ferry service Dunkerque–Dover. 



1951 Jul  31 BTC pays off 1935 loan from Railway Finance Corporation. 

1951 Smr Major rift within IWA leads to expulsion of around 30 members. 

1951 Jun–Jul SL&NCR takes delivery of 0-6-4Ts Lough Melvin and Lough Erne* (Beyer, 
Peacock 1949), the last conventional steam locomotives built for an Irish public 
railway, and the last of this wheel arrangement in the British Isles. 

1951 Jun - Sentinel (Shrewsbury) Ltd build their last steam waggon (9502), for Penderyn. 

1951 Jun - BET acquires Thomas Brothers (Port Talbot) as basis of a local bus operation. 

1951 Jul  2 BR ER introduces hourly-interval London–Norwich (via Ipswich) service using 
Britannia class steam locomotives working 4 return workings per day (Gerry 
Fiennes, district operating superintendent). 

1951 Jul 14 Fire on down West Riding express, BR, north of Huntingdon, exacerbated by 
flammable material built into carriages. 

1951 Aug - Department of Industry & Commerce (Irish Republic) transfers Aran Islands 
cargo service and ferry Dun Aengus to CIÉ. 

1951 Aug  4 BET ceases operation of Gateshead & District Tramway, its last tram operation. 

1951 Aug  9 BR Lightweight Trains Committee set up to report on DMUs. 

1951 Aug 17 BR Newcastle Central accident, NER: EMUs collide following train starting 
against signal indication (3 killed). 

1951 Aut? - British Transport Historical Records opens to researchers, Paddington, Charles 
Hadfield being the first reader. 

1951 Sep c. Caledonian Steam Packet TS King Edward (1901), the first commercial 
merchant turbine steamer, is withdrawn from service on the Clyde for 
scrapping. 

1951 Sep 10 (wef) BR closes Selkirk station. 

1951 Sep 10 Guinness introduce road tanker delivery of beer in Ireland. 

1951 Sep 21 BR Weedon accident, LMR: derailment at speed following locomotive 
maintenance error (15 killed). 

1951 Oct - Report of the Committee on Types of Motive Power (BTC; Hurcomb) 
recommends trials with electric and mainline diesel locomotives. 

1951 Oct - 6-wheel coaches last carry passengers on BR (ex-GER vehicles on Laxfield 
(Mid-Suffolk) branch). 

1951 Oct - Robert Aickman resigns as IWA Chairman. 

1951 Oct  1 Governments of Ireland and Northern Ireland formally agree to finance deficits 
and new capital spending of GNR(I). 

1951 Oct 17 Austin A30 compact car introduced.  

1951 Oct 22 All BR Standard ‘Britannia’ Pacifics withdrawn for replacement of defective 
axles. 

1951 Oct 27 Last train operates on North Sunderland Railway. 

1951 Oct 27 Kennet & Avon Canal Association (re-formed from IWA K&A Branch) holds 
inaugural rally, Kintbury. 

1951 Oct 31 Hon. John Maclay (Con.) appointed simultaneously to posts of Minister of 
Transport and Minister of Civil Aviation. 

1951 Oct 31 Zebra crossings introduced. 

1951 Nov - BR SR takes delivery of first 4 EPB suburban EMU from Eastleigh Works with 
production English Electric EE507 motors.. 



1951 Nov - White Pass & Yukon Co. (London; in liquidation) surrenders control of the four 
railway and shipping companies comprising the White Pass & Yukon Route (3 
ft/0.914 m gauge, steam operated) to the White Pass & Yukon Corporation 
(Canada). 

1951 Nov - Castle Walk footbridge, Shrewsbury (first prestressed concrete balanced 
cantilever; L.G. Mouchel & Partners, designers). 

1951 Nov  5 BTC transfers management of all its Scottish shipping to its subsidiary 
Caledonian Steam Packet Co. Ltd. 

1951 Nov  6 Narrow Gauge Railway Society established (Eric Cope, Leeds, founder). 

1951 Nov 16 LT takes delivery from Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Co. of its first 
postwar Tube stock, ‘1949’ ‘Uncoupling Non-Driving Motor cars’ and trailers. 

1951 Dec c. Last commercial traffic on Driffield Navigation. 

1951 Dec  4 Gillingham accident: Chatham & District bus collides with marching company of 
marine cadets at night (24 killed). 

1951 Dec  5 Remaining navigable section of Glamorganshire Canal (owned by Cardiff 
Corporation) is drained and closed following collision of dredger Catherine 
Ethel with Sea Lock gates (after 11 pm). 

1951 Dec 31 Last day of operation of Dundalk, Newry & Greenore Railway (owned by BTC, 
worked by GNR(I), 93* hauling last train). Last Greenore–Holyhead sailing Dec 
29 (SS Slieve League). 

 1952 

1952 BR makes net surplus (£1M), the only year this is achieved without subsidy. 

1952 -- - BR introduces 3rd class twin-berth sleeping cars. 

1952 -- - BR WR erects its first welded through-type steel plate girder bridge, Holybrook, 
west of Reading (all-welded prefabricated components assembled on site with 
high-strength friction-grip bolts). 

1952 -- - CIÉ opens Naas–Rathangan road bridge (over Dublin–Cork rail line), probably 
the first prestressed concrete bridge in Ireland (Lee McCall system). 

1952 -- - Pullman introduces the last three cars to be built to its traditional design at its 
Preston Park shops, Brighton. 

1952 -- - British Railways Staff Association set up. 

1952 -- - NUR withdraws from Ireland, its membership being transferred to the National 
Association of Transport Employees. 

1952 -- - War Department locomotives renumbered. 

1952 -- - Last wooden narrow boats built for D&IWE, Town class Aberystwyth and 
Bangor, by Walker’s, Rickmansworth. 

1952 -- - Claverton pumping station* (Kennet & Avon Canal) waterwheel (operated 
continuously since 1813) ceases work due to damage; D&IWE installs 
‘temporary’ replacement diesel pump*. Crofton beam engines (1812/46)* also 
cease regular work during year. 

1952 Jan  3 BR WR experimental heavy oil gas turbine locomotive 18100 built by 
Metropolitan Vickers (the first built in Britain) makes its first mainline trial run 
from Swindon. 

1952 Jan 10 Cwm Edno accident: Aer Lingus Douglas DC-3 Dakota EI-AFL St Kevin on a 
Northolt–Dublin flight crashes in Snowdonia following turbulence, the airline’s 
first fatal crash (23 killed). 

1952 Jan 13–14 Ex-PO-Midi cargo steamer Agen breaks in half on the Goodwin Sands. 

1952 Feb - Authority given for construction of 573 BR diesel shunting locomotives. 



1952 Feb  4 BR ER inaugurates Wath–Penistone–Dunford Bridge 1500 V DC overhead wire 
electrification for coal traffic as part of Manchester–Sheffield scheme. 

1952 Feb 11–15 Funeral trains of King George VI. His body is conveyed from Wolferton to 
King’s Cross behind 61617 Ford Castle and 70000 Britannia* and from 
Paddington to Windsor behind 7013 running as 4082 Windsor Castle, using 
East Coast stock throughout. 

1952 Feb 28 c. British Motor Corporation set up to merge Austin and Morris (thus also 
bringing MG, Riley and Wolseley into common ownership, with headquarters at 
Longbridge), wef Mar 31. 

1952 Feb 29–Aug 16 Three LT RT double-deck buses make a promotional tour of North 
America. 

1952 Mar - CIÉ introduces its first railcars (DMUs), AEC-engined 2600 class. 

1952 Mar - BTC closes Lydney Coachworks and transfers production to Bristol Tramways’ 
Body Building Works.  

1952 Mar - Bedford CA semi-forward control panel van introduced. 370K built until Jul 
1969, including Dormobile conversions. 

1952 Mar  1–2 BR SR runs last passenger services Weymouth–Eaton & Portland. 

1952 Mar  1 Corringham Light Railway (Vacuum Oil Co. Ltd) runs last passenger train. 

1952 Mar  2 Introduction of BR Passenger Charges Scheme (in London area; reductions 
introduced nationally May 1; other changes Aug 31/Sep 1): ordinary single 
fares considerably reduced to 1.75d per mile; monthly returns (at approx 
single+50%) replaced by ordinary return at twice new single fare, a slight 
increase) all based on actual mileage by shortest route, excluding premium 
mileages, and restricting travel to reasonable routes only. Many concessions 
withdrawn or reduced. 

1952 Mar  3 BR TSS Normannia enters service on Southampton–Le Havre route. Fitted with 
double-reduction locked-train gearing. 

1952 Mar  9 LT introduces emergency driver–controller (DRICO) communication, on Northern 
Line. 

1952 Mar 10 LT introduces R49 stock on District line, first major use of aluminium panelling 
(built by Metro-Cammell). 

1952 Mar 22 Llanelly District Traction undertaking purchased by South Wales Transport Co. 
(BET) from South Wales Electricity Board. Last trolleybuses run Nov 8. 

1952 Apr - North British Locomotive Co. completes final B1 4-6-0, BR 61399, the last 
locomotive to an LNER design and the last BR steam locomotive built in 
Scotland. 

1952 Apr - LT opens new Stockwell Park bus garage (Adie Button & Partners, architects; 
A.E. Beer, engineer). 

1952 Apr c. BR abandons blue livery for steam locomotives. 

1952 Apr c. Rouncil Towers Auto Villas open at Kenilworth, first motel. 

1952 Apr  1 BR ordinary 3rd class fares reduced to 1.75d/mile from 2.44d. 

1952 Apr  1 BRS abolishes geographical Groups from its organisational structure. 

1952 Apr  2 BR inaugurates Dunford Bridge–Wath 1500 V DC electrification, with 
regenerative braking. 

1952 Apr  5 BR operates last passenger train over former Stratford-upon-Avon & Midland 
Junction Railway main line to Blisworth (44542). 

1952 Apr 18 D&IWE opens enlarged Newark Town lock on River Trent permitting 250 t craft 
to Nottingham. 



1952 May - BR reintroduces camping coaches nationally. 

1952 May - Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway Co. operates its last boat services on 
Lough Swilly (with ML Aberfoyle). Services are taken over by Brown of Inch 
Island. 

1952 May - Bradford trolleybus 758* becomes the first vehicle fitted with flashing indicators. 

1952 May  1 Eastern National Omnibus Co.’s Midland Area transferred to United Counties 
Omnibus Co. 

1952 May 18 Westcliff-on-Sea Motor Services taken over by Eastern National Omnibus Co. 

1952 May  2 BOAC de Havilland Comet 1 G-ALYP makes first commercial flight by pure jet 
airliner (de Havilland Ghost 50 engines), Heathrow–Johannesburg (Capt. A.M. 
Majendie). (Prototype first flew 27 Jul 1949.) 

1952 May  8 New Conservative government issues White Paper Transport Policy proposing 
abolition of Executives. 

1952 Jun 10 Barnsley Canal last used. Warrant of abandonment issued 1953. 

1952 Jun 17 BR car ferry Lord Warden enters service, Dover–Boulogne, where a stern-
boarding ramp has been installed (inaugurated at Dover 1953). 

1952 Jun 18–21 Inland Waterways Association’s campaign rally at Llangollen. 

1952 Jun 30 Ex-LNER E26000 officially named Tommy, BR’s first non-steam locomotive 
naming. 

1952 Jul by CIÉ opens new Donnybrook bus garage in Dublin (Michael Scott and Jim 
Brennan, architects; Ove Arup, engineers). 

1952 Jul  3–1954 Jan  7  Blackpool Corporation introduces 25 ‘Coronation’ single-deck trams 
into service (304*–328) built by Charles Roberts (Walter Luff, manager). 

1952 Jul  5/6 LT runs its last trams, including conduit operation. 

1952 Jul  8 Government introduces Transport Bill, following White Paper. Envisages 
decentralisation of railways and denationalisation of road haulage. 

1952 Jul 16 c. British Transport Films’ Train Time (completed 1950) is given theatrical release, 
the first major example for BTF. 

1952 Aug - Authority given for BR experimental DMU scheme (following report of 
Lightweight Trains Committee in Mar). 

1952 Aug  1 Rochdale Canal Co. closes its navigation by Act. 

1952 Aug  2 BR ScR runs last passenger services on branches to Brechin* (46464*) and 
Kirriemuir. 

1952 Sep  1 BR Workmen’s Returns replaced by Early Morning Returns nationally. 

1952 Sep 25? BR opens branch to Calverton Colliery. 

1952 Sep 30 c. BTC Hotels Executive sells Midland Hotel, Morecambe (to Mr & Mrs Lewis 
Hodgson, Devonshire Arms Hotel, Bolton Abbey). 

1952 Oct - BR’s first standard 0-6-0 diesel shunter completed, no. 13000 at Derby. 996 
built to basic design until 1962; examples remain in national rail service at end 
of first decade of 21st century. 

1952 Oct 4–5 BR LMR commissions new Euston signal box, with Westinghouse Type L 
miniature lever frame and all-electric locking. 

1952 Oct  8 BR Harrow & Wealdstone accident, LMR: multiple collision after signals passed 
at danger (112 killed). (All lines through station reopen Oct 12.) 

1952 Oct 17 BR begins trial of new Automatic Warning System (its version of ATC). 

1952 Nov ? BR introduces first lifting barrier level crossing, at Warthill, Yorks. 



1952 Nov - Bristol begins delivery of lorries to BRS. 

1952 Nov 11 LT introduces first route-setting push-button signalling control panel, Ealing 
Broadway. 

1952 Nov 20 Brush-Bagnall formally hand over first of batch of class M1 A1A- A1A diesel-
electric locomotives for Ceylon Government Railway (5 ft 6 in. gauge), CGR’s 
first mainline diesels and the largest single export diesel order. 

1952 Nov 30 BR commences trials of 6.6 kV 50 Hz overhead electrification on Lancaster–
Heysham branch. 

1952 Dec 17 Lord Nuffield announces his retirement as chairman of BMC, to be succeeded  
by Leonard Lord. 

1952 Dec 30 Tower Bridge bascules are raised as an LT bus crosses. 

 1953 

1953 -- - BR completes last LNER-design general service hauled passenger coaches. 

1953 -- - UTA Diesel Traction Committee reports with proposals for full dieselisation. 

1953 -- - Sentinel-Cammell build two steam railmotors for Nigerian State Railways, 
probably the world’s last. 

1953 -- - Overhead wire electric locomotives, built by Metropolitan Vickers, introduced 
underground at Sandhole (Bridgewater) Colliery on 1 ft 9 in. gauge. 

1953 -- - British Electricity Authority commissions first National Grid super grid electricity 
distribution line at 275 kV (agreed 1950) using L1 pylons. 

1953 early c. Last use in London area of a steam wagon (a Foden overtype tractor*), 
Shepherd’s Bush goods yard–Hammersmith Hospital (Camroux, coal 
merchants). 

1953 Jan - Blinking Belisha beacons introduced. 

1953 Jan - Hamilton & McPhail’s coaster MV Glenshira completed by Scott & Sons, 
Bowling (launched 8 Sep 1952) with British Polar engines, first diesel “puffer” 
for the West Highland trade. 

1953 Jan 25 Canadian Pacific Steamships’ RMS Empress of Canada (1928) is burnt out and 
capsizes in MD&HB’s Gladstone Dock, Liverpool. 

1953 Jan 31 BR car ferry Princess Victoria founders in heavy seas and hurricane force 
winds out of Stranraer on passage to Larne, 14.00 (135 killed, including Maj. J. 
Maynard Sinclair, Deputy Prime Minister of Northern Ireland). All 66 crew of 
cargo ship Clan Macquarrie aground at the north end of Lewis are rescued by 
breeches buoy. 

1953 Jan 31–Feb 1 East Coast floods as result of same storm, caused by depression ‘Low Z’, 
overcoming sea defences, severely disrupting transport (307 killed in UK). 

1953 Feb - Ford buys Briggs Motor Bodies of Dagenham. 

1953 Feb c. D&IWE begins attempt to transfer 600 miles (965 km) of non-commercial 
waterways to local authorities. 

1953 Feb  1 Branded petrol reintroduced, replacing Pool petrol. Jet Petroleum is launched 
by John ‘Willy’ Roberts of Rotherham during the year following, initially 
supplying Hanson and other commercial vehicle users, with AEC Mammoth 
Major tanker JET 855*. 

1953 Feb  9 Fraserburgh life-boat disaster: RNLB John and Charles Kennedy capsizes 
escorting fishing boats into harbour (6 crew killed). 

1953 Mar - British Aviation Services takes over Aquila Airways. 

1953 Mar  5 Ealing Studios film The Titfield Thunderbolt released. 



1953 Mar 18 Ruth Bate launched at Abel’s yard, Runcorn, for Bate family, the last (wooden) 
Mersey flat built. 

1953 Apr  3 BR opens its first wholly new station, Drumry (Clydebank). 

1953 Apr  8 LT Stratford accident, Central Line: rear-end collision in tunnel working under 
‘stop and proceed’ regulations (12 killed, the most fatalities in a Tube accident 
at this date). 

1953 Apr 10 BR ER introduces ‘Starlight Express’, an overnight all-seating service London 
Marylebone–Glasgow St Enoch (inaugural train hauled by A3 60111 
Enterprise). 

1953 Apr 14 Merchant Navy training ship HMS Conway (built 1839 as HMS Nile) under tow 
through Menai Strait runs aground and is wrecked. 

1953 Apr 24 BR Crewkerne accident, SR: Merchant Navy class Pacific locomotive 35020 
Bibby Line fractures driving axle at speed. Class withdrawn for remedial action 
May 12. 

1953 Apr 28 BR Black Harry Tunnel collapse: pair of houses collapse into infilled shaft of 
Clifton Hall Tunnel (Patricroft–Clifton branch) (5 killed). 

1953 May Leicester University Press begins publishing Journal of Transport History (Prof. 
Jack Simmons and R. Michael Robbins, editors). 

1953 May - BR reintroduces Green Arrow registered wagonload to port scheme. 

1953 May - LT begins introduction of Gibson bus ticket machines as standard, replacing 
the Bell Punch system. 

1953 May - Leyland introduces production Tiger Cub lightweight underfloor-engine single-
deck bus. 500 ordered by BET Group companies, first being delivered to Ribble 
(with the last bodies to be built by Saunders-Roe at Beaumaris). 

1953 May - Road Haulage Disposal Board set up to sell BRS vehicles (each with ‘special A 
licence’). Lists issued Nov 1953–Jun 1956 and 19303 vehicles sold from Jan 
1954 until abolition of the Board Aug 1956. 

1953 May  5 BR Ystrad Caron accident, Tregaron, WR: inspection train collides with van on 
occupation crossing (6 killed in van). 

1953 May  6 BR ferry SS Duke of York collides off Harwich with US freighter Haita Victory (8 
killed). 

1953 May 14 Vickers-Armstrong Shipbuilders Ltd of Barrow-in-Furness launch the first 
passenger liner with an all-welded hull, SS Orsova (Leonard Redshaw, naval 
architect). She enters service for the Orient Line on the Australia service via the 
Suez Canal 17 Mar 1954. 

1953 May 21 Deutsche Bundesbahn makes first test run with V200 diesel-hydraulic 
locomotive. 

1953 May 21 Dan-Air Services Ltd, London, incorporated as subsidiary of shipbrokers Davies 
& Newman. 

1953 May 25 BR PS Maid of the Loch* enters excursion service on Loch Lomond, the last 
paddle steamer built. 

1953 May 30 Death of Sir Sam Fay, GCR general manager (Hampshire) (b. 1856). 

1953 May end c. Reliant Engineering Co. (Tamworth) Ltd release their first 3-wheel car, the 
Regal Mk I, on the home market, costing £362:9:5d inc. tax. 

1953 Smr BR WR rebuilds Old Chapel Viaduct, Barmouth, in concrete. 

1953 Jun c. Kieran Kelly begins his career as the serial killer of at least 16 men (up to 
1983), mostly by pushing them under London Underground trains. 

1953 Jun c. SS Vacuum Pioneer completed by Grangemouth Dockyard Co. for Vacuum Oil 
Co. Ltd, last British coastal tanker built with steam propulsion. 



1953 Jun 1 Leeds Corporation prototype ‘Coronation’ railcoaches 601–602* enter tramway 
service, the last wholly-new design for a traditional tramway outside Blackpool. 

1953 Jun  6 BR SR runs last passenger train on branch to Gosport, leaving it as the largest 
town with no rail service. 

1953 Jun  6 Caledonian Steam Packet PS Duchess of Fife (1903) makes final voyage, the 
last pre-Grouping Clyde railway steamer in service. 

1953 Jun  6 Eagle Airways operates its first scheduled passenger flight, London 
(Blackbushe)–Munich–Belgrade. 

1953 Jun 24 Death of George Glover, GNR(I) locomotive engineer (Brampton) (b. 1870). 

1953 Jun 29 BR King’s Cross–Edinburgh ‘The Capitals United’ express renamed ‘The 
Elizabethan’ on 6¾ hour timing (60028). Some other named trains carry 
Coronation embellishments to their headboards during May/Jun. 

1953 Jun 30 Drive-on/drive-off ferry ramp inaugurated at Dover Eastern Docks by rebuilt TS 
Dinard on Dover–Boulogne service. In the first year of operation, 100K vehicles 
are handled through the facility. 

1953 Jul - Bristol/Eastern Coach Works first production LS single-deck model (standard 
for Tilling Group bus companies) delivered, as Southern National 1366. 1400 
sold until 1958. 

1953 Jul  3 Royal Train runs in Northern Ireland on UTA (ex-NCC) Lisburn–Lisaharry (train 
provided jointly with GNR(I)), only royal train in Ireland between 1904 and 
1995. 

1953 Jul  4 Birmingham Corporation runs its last trams, last narrow gauge (3 ft 6 in./1067 
mm) system in England. 

1953 Jul 17 D&IWE officially opens Hydraulic Research Laboratory, Southall. 

1953 Jul 22 Great Bernera is connected to Lewis by Scotland’s first prestressed concrete 
road bridge (post-tensioned beams; Blyth & Blyth, consulting engineers). 

1953 Jul 23 CIÉ runs last (cattle special) train on Tralee & Dingle Railway (3 ft/0.914 m 
gauge). 

1953 Aug - Last narrow gauge steam locomotive for commercial use delivered for home 
market, Bagnall articulated Monarch* for Bowaters, Sittingbourne (2 ft 6 in./76 
cm gauge). 

1953 Aug  1 Hartlepool Corporation begins motor bus operation, the last municipality to do 
so, with a 4-vehicle fleet. 

1953 Aug  8 Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway Co. operates its last (freight) trains. It 
continues to run buses until 2014. Its remaining locomotives (4-6-2T, 4-6-0T, 
4-8-4T and 4-8-0) are scrapped Aut 1953–Spr 1954. 

1953 Aug  8 BR Abington accident: northbound ‘Royal Scot’ express descending Beattock 
derails on heat-buckled track. 

1953 Aug 15 BR Irk Valley Junction accident, Manchester: EMU collides with steam-hauled 
service following signal passed at danger and irregular working of Absolute 
Block (10 killed). 

1953 Sep BMC buys Fisher & Ludlow, car body manufacturers. 

1953 Sep  1 GNR(I) sold to governments of Ireland and Northern Ireland and management 
transfers to GNR Board, under terms of GNR Acts (Irish Republic Jun 23; NI Jul 
7). 

1953 Sep 19 4-wheel coaches last carry passengers on BR (miners’ services on Burry Port 
& Gwendraeth Valley line). 

1953 Sep 20 BR runs last train on Freshwater, Yarmouth & Newport line (Isle of Wight). 



1953 Sep 27 BR returns preserved ex-GNR Atlantics 990* and 251* to steam for centenary 
of Doncaster Works. 

1953 Sep c. Walsall Corporation introduces experimental pay-as-you-board trolleybus with 
seated conductor (R. Edgley Cox, manager). 

1953 Oct - North British Locomotive Co. of Glasgow begins delivery of class 25 4-8-4 
locomotives to South African Railways (3 ft 6 in./1067 mm gauge), the largest 
rigid-frame engines built in Britain (with condensing tenders, 234 t 7 cwt and 
107 ft 6 in. (32.25 m) over buffers). 

1953 Oct  1 Under terms of Transport Act 1953 (May 6) and ministerial Order (Aug 19), all 
Executives (except London Transport) are abolished, most of their managerial 
functions being taken over by BTC, which moves from 55 Broadway to 222 
Marylebone Road. BR Chief Regional Officers renamed Chief Regional 
Managers (but given little power). More flexibility over freight rate fixing: 
railways obliged to publish maximum freight rates only. Core of BRS to be 
retained, with normal operators licences to be obtained within six months. 
Powers to issue road haulage licences returned to Traffic Commissioners. 
Transport Levy imposed. Compulsory purchase powers for bus companies 
taken away (and power of disposal granted). D&IWE replaced by Board of 
Management. Duty of BTC to promote transport co-ordination is removed. 
British Transport Hotels & Catering Services established (Frank Hole, general 
manager). R.A. Riddles retires. 

1953 Oct  1 Ministry of Transport and Ministry of Civil Aviation merged as Ministry of 
Transport & Civil Aviation (Alan Lennox-Boyd (Con.), Minister, 7 May 1952–28 
Jul 1954). 

1953 Oct  1 BR WR withdraws last Saint class 4-6-0 (2920 Saint David, Hereford). 

1953 Oct 20 CIÉ opens new principal country bus terminal, Busáras (Aras Mhic Dhiarmada), 
in Dublin (Michael Scott and Wilfrid Cantwell, architects). 

1953 Oct 27 Arbroath life-boat disaster, 05.00: RNLB Robert Lindsay capsizes entering 
harbour (6 crew killed). 

1953 Nov 17 Italian cargo ship SS Vittoria Claudia sinks off Kent coast following collision with 
MV Perou (20 killed). 

1953 Nov 22 NCB runs last passenger trains on South Shields, Marsden & Whitburn Colliery 
Railway. 

1953 Nov 26 UTA dieselises all Bangor line rail services using MEDs (DMUs). 

1953 Dec - Last conventional steam locomotive built for a US class 1 railroad: Norfolk & 
Western Railway class S1a 0-8-0 switcher 244, at its own works in Roanoke 
(withdrawn Aug 1958). 

1953 Dec - Thesiger Committee report generally endorses existing road transport licencing 
system. 

1953 Dec  6 Inland Waterways Pleasurecraft Operators Association established (later 
renamed Association of Pleasure Craft Operators on Inland Waterways). 

1953 Dec 16 BTC settles a pay dispute with NUR and ASLEF under government pressure in 
advance of a threatened strike. 

1953 Dec end Willow Wren Canal Carrying Co. (Leslie Morton and Capt. & Mrs Vivien 
Bulkeley-Johnson, with base at Paddington Basin) acquires first boat, Warbler* 
(ex GUCCC Libra). 

1953 Dec 31 Mersey, Weaver & Ship Canal Carrying Co. Ltd (Shirley family) buys the 
Anderton Co. Ltd from Miss Elizabeth Boddington, the Anderton Co. having 
shipped its last load of Potteries ware. 

 1954 

1954 No fatal or serious rail accidents during year. 



1954 -- - Tata Engineering & Locomotive Co., India, begins road truck manufacture 
under licence from Daimler-Benz. 

1954 early - Bristol/Eastern Coach Works first production Lodekka double-deck bus (13 ft 4 
in./4.06m high) enters service, as Crosville ML662. 5.2K sold until 1968. (First 
prototype Sep 1949, pre-production models 1953.) 

1954 early - AEC delivers first production Reliance single-deck chassis. 

1954 Jan - BR introduces Standard class 9F 2-10-0 heavy freight locomotives. 251 built 
until 1960. 

1954 Jan - BR Horwich Works completes 0F 0-4-0ST 47009, the last locomotive to an LMS 
design. 

1954 Jan  1 BR class EM2 locomotive 27000 (for Manchester–Sheffield 1500 V DC) enters 
service, the first overhead wire electric designed for express passenger 
service. 

1954 Jan  1 BR WR opens new Portishead station. 

1954 Jan  1 Flashing indicators legal for cars. 

1954 Jan  4 BR WR opens new Portishead branch terminus, resited to make way for 
generating station (last passenger trains 5 Sep 1964). 

1954 Jan  4 BTC introduces MV Arran on Gourock–Dunoon passage, the first Scottish 
seagoing car ferry (launched by Denny, Dumbarton 22 Sep 1953). 

1954 Jan  7 Inland Waterways Association of Ireland founded (Col. Harry J. Rice, President; 
Vincent Delany’ joint honorary secretary). 

1954 Jan 10 BOAC de Havilland Comet 1 G-ALYP on flight 781, Singapore–Rome–Heathrow, 
crashes off Elba due to structural failure (35 killed); near-identical Comet crash 
Apr 8. 

1954 Jan 11 HMY Britannia* commissioned at sea (launched John Brown & Co., Clydebank 
16 Apr 1953). 

1954 Jan 12 c. Breach in Grand Canal (Ireland) near Turraun (Gillen); traffic suspended for 
c. four months. 

1954 Jan 19 Manchester Ship Canal Co. opens Queen Elizabeth II Dock at Eastham, on 
Mersey, with capacity for four of largest (at this time) oil tankers. 

1954 Jan 20 Wyvern Shipping Co. Ltd established as canal carrier (Michael Keef & Lord 
Geoffrey Percy), initially based in the north west, two of its initial three narrow 
boat pairs being acquired from John Green (Carriers) Ltd, Macclesfield. Later 
moves to Leighton Buzzard. 

1954 Feb - Core BRS operation reorganised into British Road Services Ltd, BRS 
(Pickfords) Ltd and BRS (Contracts) Ltd. 

1954 Feb - British Aviation Services (parent of Britavia, Silver City Airways and Aquila 
Airways) taken over by General Steam Navigation (subsidiary of P&O). 

1954 Feb 10 Belfast Corporation runs its last trams in regular (rush-hour) service (last all-day 
services 11 Oct 1953; ceremonial last operation Feb 28 am). 

1954 Mar  2 Inland Navigation Act (Northern Ireland) transfers Upper Bann Navigation, 
Coalisland Canal and Lagan Navigation to Ministry of Commerce and officially 
closes all but lower Lagan. 

1954 Apr - BR Standard steam locomotive, Pacific 71000 Duke of Gloucester completed at 
Crewe Works, the last express passenger design. 

1954 Apr - Willow Wren Canal Carrying Co. carries first cargo, subcontracted from BW, 
from Regent’s Canal Dock 



1954 Apr  1 BR LMR transfers operation of dayboats from railway interchange basins on 
Birmingham Canal Navigations to D&IWE. 12 boats are refurbished from Jun 
1955 as butties. 

1954 Apr 6 Flannery Bridge, Co. Galway, opens to road traffic, the first prestressed 
concrete statically indeterminate (arch) bridge in Ireland (Freysinnet system, 
British Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co.). 

1954 Apr 24 Society for the Re-invigoration of Unremunerative Branch Lines in the United 
Kingdom formed. 

1954 Apr 27 Sutton & Son (St Helens) Ltd, hauliers, established. 

1954 Apr 28 Statistics for road freight transport made public for the first time (based on a 
Sep 1952 sample, by Glover and Miller of the MoT, to the Royal Statistical 
Society). Road carries 72% of all tonnage and 37% by ton-miles. 

1954 mid ? BTC acquires all ordinary shares in Pullman Car Co. 

1954 Smr - Eagle Aviation/Lunn offer inclusive package tour fares to Italy and Spain. 

1954 Jun - Walter Luff retires as manager of Blackpool Corporation Transport, having 
served since 1933, and is succeeded by Joe Franklin, who serves until Apr 
1974. 

1954 Jun  1 BTC acquires full shareholding in ASN. 

1954 Jun  3 BR officially opens New Woodhead Tunnel (J.I. Campbell, regional civil 
engineer; Sir William Halcrow & Partners, consultant engineers). 

1954 Jun 14 BR ER inaugurates Manchester–Sheffield/Wath 1500 V DC overhead wire 
electrification, first all-electric main line, through Woodhead Tunnel to Dunford 
Bridge (passenger trains Manchester London Road–Penistone). Extended 
Penistone–Sheffield Sep 20 (officially Sep 14). 

1954 Jun 14 BR ER inaugurates Leeds City–Bradford Forster Square DMU service, using 
Derby lightweight units. Passenger traffic increases by 144%. 

1954 Jun 14 BR WR accelerates some principal expresses following locomotive 
improvements. 

1954 Jun 14 BR WR opens Cefntilla Halt on Pontypool–Monmouth line; last train 28 May 
1955. 

1954 later BTW inaugurates ventilation equipment at Harecastle Tunnel (south portal), 
Trent & Mersey Canal (with traffic light operation), and withdraws electric tunnel 
tugs. 

1954 Jul - Meat Transport Organisation Ltd wound up following end of meat rationing and 
the “Meat Pool” and replaced by members’ co-operative United Carriers Ltd. 

1954 Jul  2 SNCF introduces first non-experimental 25 kV AC railway electrification on first 
section of Valenciennes–Thionville line in France. 

1954 Jul  3 BR ER runs final passenger trains on Alexandra Palace branch. 

1954 Jul 13 Silver City Airways first operates from its new airport at Ferryfield (Lydd), a 
cross-Channel vehicle ferry flight to Le Touquet. 

1954 Jul 14 Greyhound Lines in North America introduce General Motors PD-4501 
Scenicruiser 3-axle 2-level coach at Pontiac MI (1001 built; Roland E. Gegoux, 
designer, after Raymond Loewy). 

1954 Jul 30 Stroudwater Navigation Act authorises closure for navigation (last used May 
1941) and transfer of a portion at the Severn end to the BTC. 

1954 Aug - Guy Motors re-enter heavy goods vehicle market. 

1954 Aug  4 Leeds Corporation railcoach 600* enters tramway service, the last ‘new’ 
(extensively rebuilt) car for a traditional tramway outside Blackpool. 



1954 Sep  4 Railway & Canal Historical Society formed (Preston). 

1954 Sep  5 Shannon accident: KLM Lockheed Super Constellation PH-LKY Triton on flight 
633 ditches in Shannon estuary following failure of landing gear (28 killed). 

1954 Sep 18 BR SR runs final (electric) passenger trains on Crystal Palace High Level 
branch. 

1954 Sep 28 Death of George Cadbury, chocolate manufacturer and promoter of canal 
transport (b. 1879). 

1954 late - Trent River Board enlarges Holme Flood Lock and associated cut. 

1954 Oct - BR completes last GWR-design general service passenger coaches. 

1954 Oct  1 BTC wages grade staff pension scheme inaugurated. 

1954 Oct  6? BTC Planning Committee produces report which will be the foundation of 
Modernisation and Re-equipment of British Railways. 

1954 Oct 21 Southampton Corporation officially opens replacement Northam Bridge, first 
major prestressed concrete road bridge in England. 

1954 Oct 28 British Transport Commission Act authorises lifting barriers at railway level 
crossings. 

1954 Oct 30 Last commercial flight from Northolt aerodrome (BEA to Jersey). 

1954 Nov CIÉ substitutes railcars for locomotives on isolated Waterford & Tramore 
Railway during month. 

1954 Nov - Walsall Corporation introduces 30 ft 2-axle 70-seat Sunbeam F4A trolleybuses 
into service (R. Edgley Cox, manager). 

1954 Nov  5 BTC (Waveney Valley Branch) Light Railway Order, first for conversion of a BR 
(freight) line to light railway. 

1954 Nov 29 BR Silloth branch dieselised, using Derby lightweight DMUs. 

1954 Dec  8 Scarborough life-boat disaster: RNLB ECJR capsizes entering harbour (3 crew 
killed). 

1954 Dec 10 Tea clipper Cutty Sark* (1869) towed into permanent dry dock, Greenwich, for 
preservation. 

1954 Dec 11 Road Services (Caledonian) Ltd of Dumfries set up by Walter Alexander 
repurchasing BRS units. 

1954 Dec 15 Death of Sir Ernest Lemon, LMS CME (Epsom) (b. 1884). 

1954 Dec 17 Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. renamed British Petroleum Co. Ltd. 

1954 Dec 25 Prestwick air disaster, 03.30: BOAC Boeing 377 Stratocruiser G-ALSA on 
London–New York service crashes on airport approach, attributed to crew error 
in poor visibility (28 killed). 

1954 Dec 31 County Donegal Railways Joint Committee operates last regular services over 
UTA’s Strabane–Londonderry line (3 ft/0.914 m gauge). 

 1955 

1955 Last year in which Britain is Europe’s largest car producer. 

1955 -- - L.T.C. Rolt’s Red for Danger: a history of railway accidents and railway safety 
precautions published (by John Lane). 

1955 -- - First Park Royal aluminium railway coach bodies delivered to CIÉ Inchicore 
Works; built to full Irish loading gauge. 

1955 -- - Charles Hadfield’s The Canals of Southern England published (by Phoenix 
House), first in what is to become the ‘Canals of the British Isles’ series. 

1955 -- - Frodsham and Sutton Level Locks on Weaver Navigation abandoned. 



1955 -- - Armoured Car Services introduce armoured security vans, London. 

1955 -- - Downton (hauliers) established in Gloucestershire. 

1955 early - BR introduces Ultimatic tickets at some stations. 

1955 Jan  1 BTC reorganised, under terms of BTC (Reorganisation) Scheme Order 25 Nov 
1954, with 6 area railway boards and regional general managers and a central 
British Railways Division; London Transport Executive; and other Boards. 
D&IWE is split into British Transport Docks and British Transport Waterways 
(Sir Reginald Kerr becoming manager of BTW). BRS (Parcels) Ltd (set up Sep 
1954) begins trading, with intention, not proceeded with at this time, of being 
denationalised. 25-mile limit on road hauliers other than BRS is rescinded. 
Bristol chassis production separated from Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co's 
bus operating activities and placed under Bristol Commercial Vehicles Ltd. 

1955 Jan  2 Westcliff-on-Sea Motor Services stage carriage operations fully merged into 
Eastern National; start of Southend Joint Services. 

1955 Jan 21 Coaster Kingsbridge runs aground off the Isle of Wight. In a world first, a 
helicopter passes a towing line aboard and she is refloated. Freighter Mando is 
wrecked in the Scillies this night. 

1955 Jan 23 BR Sutton Coldfield accident: diverted express derails taking severe curve at 
speed (17 killed). 

1955 Jan 24 BTC report of Dec 1954 Modernisation and Re-equipment of British Railways is 
made public. Proposes £1240M investment (£840M borrowed) over 15 years to 
provide: introduction of 4600 diesel railcars; 2500 diesel locomotives; 1100 
electric units; eventual cessation of steam locomotive construction; new 
locomotive sheds; electrification Euston–Liverpool/Manchester, King’s Cross–
Yorkshire, LT&S, GE suburban, GN suburban and Glasgow suburban lines and 
Kent Coast; compressed-air brakes; flyovers at Bletchley and Rugby and 
bridge renewals; elimination of permanent speed restrictions; extensive 
resignalling; phasing out of non-corridor stock; ‘marked reduction’ in stopping 
and branch services; faster freight turnrounds. 

1955 Jan 28 BR WR names ‘The Royal Duchy’ express (Jun 17, ‘The Mayflower’). 

1955 Feb - BR West Cumberland Railcar Scheme, using Derby lightweight DMUs. 

1955 Feb  2 Government announces plan for M1 Yorkshire motorway at cost of £147M. 

1955 Mar–Jul BR Standard class 9F 2-10-0 locomotives 92020–9 built with Franco-Crosti 
boilers (Crewe). 

1955 Mar - North Somerset Light Railway Co. registered to take over part of Weston, 
Clevedon & Portishead Light Railway formation as a narrow gauge tourist line; 
unsuccessful. 

1955 Mar - BTC borrowing powers extended. 

1955 Mar - BTC publishes report of Board of Survey (Rusholme) on Canals and Inland 
Waterways: proposes division of waterways into three groups: for development; 
for retention; and for disposal; and transfer of Scottish canals to Secretary of 
State for Scotland. 

1955 Mar 17 Locomotive builders Vulcan Foundry and its subsidiary Robert Stephenson & 
Hawthorns are absorbed into the English Electric group. 

1955 Mar 28/29 SNCF electric locomotives CC7107*/BB9004* achieve 330.9 km/h (205.6 
mph) on test trains over 2 km, Facture–Morcenx. 

1955 Mar 29 Shaw, Savill & Albion’s TSS Southern Cross sets out from Southampton on her 
maiden eastabout world cruise, the first major passenger liner with no cargo 
accommodation, and with all machinery aft. 

1955 Apr - Last narrow boats from fleet of Arthur Harvey-Taylor, canal carrier, Aylesbury 
(pair Roger* and Daphne (Arthur Bray, skipper) work, carrying from Baddesley 



Colliery, Coventry Canal, to John Dickinson & Co’s Croxley paper mill, Grand 
Union Canal) and are sold to Samuel Barlow Coal Co. 

1955 Apr - Last through return navigation of Standedge Tunnel (HNC, until 2001) by John 
Farrar and Jim Seville in outboard dinghy. 

1955 Apr - Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud (and Bentley S) luxury saloon car introduced (John 
Blatchley, chief stylist; built at Crewe to 1965, with standard bodywork by 
Pressed Steel). 

1955 Apr - Channel Air Bridge (Freddie Laker) operates its first cross-Channel vehicle 
ferry flight, using Bristol 170 Freighters, Southend–Calais. 

1955 Apr 16–19 c. Last official through navigation of Royal Canal (Ireland) (until 2010) by 
Douglas Heard’s Hark. 

1955 May - British Aviation Services (subsidiary of General Steam Navigation ) takes over 
Manx Airlines. 

1955 May  8 BR SR completes East Croydon–Coulsdon North resignalling, concluding track 
circuit block resignalling of Brighton line from London. 

1955 May 11 Chiltern Queens (coach & bus operator) set up. 

1955 May 27 Ex-SNCF TS Londres re-enters Newhaven–Dieppe service after refit under 
British flag. 

1955 May 28 BR Wormit accident, ScR: excursion derails (3 killed). 

1955 May 28 BR SR operates last train over Lewes–East Grinstead (“Bluebell”) line prior to 
its first closure (officially Jun 13). 

1955 May 29–Jun 14  17-day ASLEF strike, first official railwaymen’s strike since May 1926 
(State of Emergency declared May 31; unofficial seamen’s strike May 31; 
general exemption from carriers’ licences; Ascot race meeting postponed). 

1955 May 30 UTA 2nd class rail travel abolished. 

1955 Jun - Scammell Lorries absorbed by Leyland Motors. 

1955 Jun 19 BR introduces King’s Cross–Perth car-carrier/sleeper. 

1955 Jun 26 CIÉ introduces first day trip boat onto Shannon, MV St Brendan. This effectively 
assures 8 ft clearance at bridges. 

1955 Jun 27 BR introduces ‘South Wales Pullman’, Paddington–Swansea, first Pullman train 
in Wales. 

1955 Jul - Last significant commercial traffic on Chesterfield Canal, serving Walkeringham 
brickworks, in horse-drawn barge Lord Milton. 

1955 Jul  8 Official opening of Coventry’s Upper Precinct two-level pedestrian shopping 
centre. 

1955 Jul 23 Festiniog Railway reopens first section from Portmadoc as heritage line, first 
passenger train since 15 Sep 1939 (regular steam working reinstated Aug 5 
with Prince*). 

1955 Jul 30 Philip Larkin makes a train journey from Hull to Grantham which inspires his 
poem The Whitsun Weddings (sic. 1964). 

1955 Jul 30 Inland Waterways Association national rally opens at Banbury (Oxford Canal). 

1955 Aug - Minister for Transport agrees that BRS can retain core fleet of 7750 vehicles 
(as against expected 2341). BRS haulage rates have been reduced by 20%. 

1955 Aug  1 BTC pays off 1935 loan from London Electric Transport Finance Corporation. 

1955 Aug  7 BR Barby (Rugby) accident, LMR: express derails taking turnout (driver killed). 



1955 Aug 20 Lundy air accident: Devonair Auster G-AJXC ditches in Bristol Channel on return 
to Wrafton Gate (Chivenor) following engine stoppage, ending regular fixed-
wing flights to the island. 

1955 Sep ? CIÉ takes delivery of its first production mainline diesel locomotives (Metro-
Vick/Crossley A class). 

1955 Sep  1–18 LT (Northern Line) Camden Junction becomes first facing junction with 
automatic operation. 

1955 Sep  6 Last commercial traffic over Calder & Hebble Navigation to Sowerby Bridge, 
Hargreaves’ barges Frugality and Sowerby Bridge. 

1955 Sep 22 Independent Television begins commercial broadcasts, from Crystal Palace 
transmitter. 

1955 Sep 23 BR officially opens Crewe Works training school. 

1955 Sep 24 First boat passes through restored Bedford Lock on Great Ouse (?EL Silver 
Stream). 

1955 Sep 30 Chatham & District Traction wholly merged into parent Maidstone & District. 

1955 Oct - CIÉ introduces diesel locomotives into service on West Clare Railway, its only 
narrow gauge (3 ft/0.914 m) line service diesels. 

1955 Oct  5 Citroën launches DS19 car in Paris. 

1955 Oct 21 English Electric prototype Deltic diesel locomotive* enters service on BR LMR. 

1955 Nov - Cessna 172 prototype 4-seater first flies. 43K built as of 2008. 

1955 Nov 16 BTC places orders with British manufacturers for 174 BR pilot scheme mainline 
diesel locomotives in 13 classes for evaluation at cost of £10M; deliveries 
1957–60. 

1955 Nov 17 BTC agrees that future railway electrification will use 25 kV 50 Hz overhead 
system (outside established third-rail areas) (agreed by MoT 6 Mar 1956 
together with vacuum brake for freight). 

1955 Nov 18 Tramway Museum Society founded from Light Railway Transport League 
Museum Committee (Maj. Charles S.N. Walker, chairman; John H. Price, 
honorary secretary). 

1955 Nov 20 BR Milton (Didcot) accident, WR: excursion derails taking turnout at speed (11 
killed). 

1955 Nov 21 Last service by a pulling life-boat, RNLB Robert & Ellen Robson* (1918) of 
Whitby (withdrawn early Nov 1957). 

1955 Nov 23 BR opens rebuilt Potters Bar station and signal box (H.H. Powell, ER architect). 

1955 Nov 25 BR transfers Tidworth branch to War Department. 

1955 Nov c. (by Feb 1956) NCB withdraws 0-4-2ST McClean from Cannock Chase 
Collieries, the oldest commercially working locomotive in original form at this 
date (built 1858 by Beyer, Peacock). 

1955 Dec - BR LMR withdraws last ex-LNWR 18” Goods (“Cauliflower”) class 0-6-0s, from 
the north west; 58427 is not cut up until Apr 1957 at Crewe. 

1955 Dec  2 BR Barnes accident, SR: EMU collides in rear with freight and fire following 
misuse of release key (13 killed). 

1955 Dec  5 LT’s projected ‘Route C’ Tube line is first referred to as the Victoria Line. 

1955 Dec 12 Hovercraft design patented (Christopher Cockerell). 

1955 Dec 16 London Airport (Heathrow) new passenger terminal official opening. 

1955 Dec 21 Lancaster Canal closed to navigation above Tewitfield, also branches of Ashton 
Canal and of BCN, under terms of BTC Act. 



1955 Dec 22 BR Hellifield accident, LMR: rear-end collision with stationary train, attributable 
to signalling design defects; BR Luton accident, LMR: rear-end collision with 
stationary train (1 killed). 

1955 Dec 23 BR Woking accident, SR: express collides with EMU. 

1955 Dec 27 BR Darwen accident, LMR: passenger train runs away in wrong direction 
downgrade. 

1955 Dec 29 Agreement for Rootes Group to buy the Singer Motor Co. 

1955 Dec 31 British & Commonwealth Shipping Co. formed, merging assets of Clan Line, 
Union-Castle and Bullard King Group. 

1955–6 Wtr Thames Conservancy begins programme of modernising lock mechanisms 
between Teddington and Oxford by electrification of Mapledurham lock. 

 1956 

1956 BR new diesel locomotive construction exceeds that of steam for the first time. 

1956 No fatal or serious rail accidents during year. 

1956 Commonwealth and prototype B4 (Swindon) passenger coach bogies 
introduced. 

1956 UTA merchandise tonnage over ex-NCC rail system reduces by over 25% 
during year and livestock traffic reduces from 62.5K head to 322 (y/e Sep 30). 

1956 BRS makes its only working deficit. 

1956 Pressed Steel begins work on new car body plant at Swindon; Cummins 
Engine Co. of the US opens heavy truck diesel engine plant at Shotts. 

1956 -- - BR SR introduces disc brakes on some passenger stock. 

1956 -- - BR introduces Export Express service for goods to docks. 

1956 -- - Last 10 railway cartage horses purchased, for LMR. 

1956 -- - Last Railway Clearing House Handbook published. 

1956 -- - S.C. Little retires as general manager, Sligo, Leitrim & Northern Counties 
Railway having served since 1916. 

1956 -- - Last steam locomotive built in USSR: class P36 express passenger 4-8-4 251*, 
from Kolomna Locomotive Works. 

1956 -- - VEB Lokomotivbau Karl Marx (Babelsberg) builds last metre gauge 2-10-2Ts, 
class K57.10, for Deutsche Reichsbahn and USSR. 

1956 -- - LT begins direct staff recruitment in Barbados. 

1956 -- - BTW starts own fleet of hire cruisers (Chester). 

1956 -- - W.H. Cowburn & Cowpar Ltd (Manchester) cease canal carrying. 

1956 -- - My Lady Ferry (Cliveden–Cookham), the last operated by the Thames 
Conservancy (by rowing boat) closes. 

1956 -- - Former Bridgewater Canal horse-drawn packet-boat Duchess Countess (early 
1830s?), on bank of Ellesmere Canal at top of Frankton locks as residence for 
H. Mackie, is broken up. 

1956 -- - Auxiliary ketch Agnes of Bude (built 1835) sold out of trade (Capt. Peter 
Herbert, owner). 

1956 -- - Lumber barge Straits No. 27 (launched by Denny, Dumbarton 10 Sep 1870; 
maiden transatlantic voyage as Cunard’s SS Parthia 17 Nov 1870) is towed 
from Vancouver to Osaka for scrapping as Straits Maru. 

1956 -- - First ski lift erected, at Glenshee. 



1956 Jan–Feb WR King class 4-6-0s temporarily taken out of service for repairs to bogie 
cracks. 

1956 Jan - Transport (Passenger Equipments) Ltd established as PSV dealer in 
Macclesfield by Walter Charnock. 

1956 Jan 13 Vulcan Foundry completes last steam locomotive at Newton-le-Willows, metre-
gauge East African Railways Tribal class 31 2-8-4 no. 3146 Wamia (works no. 
6273), one of last three steam classes being delivered to EAR. (Last ordered 
were metre-gauge wood-burning 2-6-2s* for North Borneo Railways, works 
nos. 6274–6, 1955.) 

1956 Jan 15 Death of Sir Felix Pole, GWR general manager (Reading) (b. 1877). 

1956 Feb - MoT reduces proposed BR charge increases from 10% to 5% and postpones 
fare increases for 6 months despite their approval by the Transport Tribunal. 

1956 Feb - BRS (Meat Haulage) Ltd set up, this division having failed to be sold off. 

1956 Feb  8 LT prototype Routemaster double-deck bus (launched 24 Sep 1954) enters 
public service on route 2. 

1956 Feb  9 First BR SR rebuilt Merchant Navy class Pacific locomotive, 35018 British India 
Line*, is completed at Eastleigh Works. 

1956 Feb 12 First use of double yellow lines to indicate parking restrictions, Slough. 

1956 Mar - BTC chairman announces ‘the end of steam’ by 1985. 

1956 Mar - Dismantling of Bennie Railplane at Milngavie begins. 

1956 Mar c. BTW publishes 'Inland Cruising Booklet No.1', Cruising the Llangollen Canal. 

1956 Mar 24 Llandudno & Colwyn Bay Electric Railway Ltd runs its last trams (the last 
independent company-owned system, the last narrow gauge one and the last 
operating open-top vehicles over public roads). 

1956 Mar 28 Isles of Scilly Steamship Co. Ltd introduces new TSMV Scillonian (launched 15 
Nov 1955) on passage from Penzance. 

1956 Apr - BR withdraws probably its last hauled clerestory coach from revenue service, 
ex-MR. 

1956 Apr - Southdown transfers two coaches to UTA to operate its tours in Northern 
Ireland. 

1956 Apr  1 Road Fund abolished, under terms of Miscellaneous Financial Provisions Act 
(27 Jul 1955), following report by Crick Committee. Ministry of Transport 
responsibilities for roads, bridges and ferries in Scotland transfers to Scottish 
Office. 

1956 Apr 20 Canadian Pacific Steamships’ RMS Empress of Britain sets out on maiden 
voyage Liverpool–Montreal, line’s first new tonnage since 1931 (launched at 
Fairfield Shipbuilding, Govan 22 Jun 1955). 

1956 Apr 26 Pan-Atlantic Steamship Co’s Ideal X, converted to world’s first container-
carrying ship, makes maiden Port Newark (NJ)–Houston passage (Malcolm 
McLean). 

1956 May - UTA commences reconstruction of 158 Leyland Tiger PS2 single-deck buses as 
double-deck highbridge vehicles at its Duncrue Street works, Belfast. 

1956 May  3 BR standardises overall maroon livery for hauled coaching stock (except green 
on SR, and chocolate and cream on named WR services). LMR begins to paint 
some express passenger locomotives maroon. 

1956 Jun  3 BR, GNR(I) and SL&NCR 3rd class redesignated 2nd. 

1956 Jun  3 BTC granted full heraldic arms. 



1956 Jun  4 Wyvern Shipping Co. Ltd (Leighton Buzzard) carries its last commercial cargo 
on the narrow canals. It has offered cruising boats for hire since Jan and 
continues in this business. 

1956 Jun 11 BR ScR accelerates services on Glasgow Buchanan Street–Aberdeen/Dundee 
West route following closure of 26 intermediate stations and withdrawal of 
stopping trains. 

1956 Jun 29 US establishes Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and 
Defense Highways, under terms of Federal-Aid Highway Act. 

1956 Jul - British Waterways introduces its first hire craft Water Arabis (shortened 
conversion from ex-FMC boat Arabia), from Tower Wharf, Chester. 

1956 Jul  1 BR salaried and conciliation grades new negotiation machinery comes into 
operation. 

1956 Jul  1 Construction and Use Regulations permit 30 ft 2-axle double-deck buses, 
allowing an effective entrance forward of the front axle. 

1956 Jul  5 Clean Air Act forbids emission of black smoke; applies to locomotives and 
ships. Response to Great Smog of 5–9 Dec 1952 in London. 

1956 Jul  6? Start of first tall ships race, Torbay–Lisbon (Bernard Morgan). 

1956 Aug 1–8 Inland Waterways Association of Ireland’s first rally, Athlone–Lough Key (via 
Knockvicar Lock) (Harry Price).  

1956 Aug  2 Road Traffic Act introduces compulsory annual tests for cars and goods 
vehicles up to 30 cwt (1.5 t). 

1956 Aug  8 BR Design Panel first meets (Thomas H. Summerson, chairman). 

1956 Aug 13 BR introduces single-unit bogie railcars on Banbury–Buckingham service 
(service last operates 31 Dec 1960). 

1956 Sep  9 Transport Act. Ends denationalisation of BRS. 

1956 Sep 17 BR introduces ‘The Talisman’ express King’s Cross–Edinburgh. 

1956 Sep 25 AT&T/Bell/GPO/COTC inaugurate first transatlantic submarine telephone cable 
“TAT-1”, laid Oban–Clarenville, Newfoundland, using coaxial cables with 
polyethylene insulation and broadband submerged repeaters, by CS Monarch 
(1946). London terminal is at Kingsway exchange. 

1956 Aut ? BR introduces its standard (bakelite) block instruments (S. Williams). 

1956 Oct - Proposals for the Railways, ‘revised justification of the Modernisation Plan’. 

1956 Oct - BR WR 94XX 0-6-0PT 3409 delivered by Yorkshire Engine Co., the last 
locomotive to a prenationalisation (GWR) design and order. 

1956 Oct - First bus sold for private preservation, LT (ex-LGOC) T31* (1929). 

1956 Oct ? Devons Road becomes first BR all-diesel depot. 

1956 Oct  1 UTA 3rd class rail travel redesignated 2nd. 

1956 Oct 13 Longmoor Military Railway Liss Forest Road accident: head-on collision on 
single track (6 soldiers killed). 

1956 Oct 29–Nov 6  Suez Crisis, following nationalisation of Canal Jul 26. 

1956 Oct 30 LT opens Aldenham Bus Overhaul Works on site of abandoned Bushey Heath 
depot, officially inaugurating ‘works float’ system of body overhaul. 

1956 Nov - First ex-GWR pannier tank locomotive transferred to LT for engineering duties 
from Lillie Bridge (7711 from St Blazey becomes L90*). 

1956 Nov  8 BR runs last (freight) train on Welshpool & Llanfair line (2 ft 6 in./76 cm gauge). 

1956 Nov 24–1957 Apr 15  Driving tests suspended; examiners help administer petrol 
rationing. 



1956 Nov 30 BR agrees specification and plan for national installation of AWS. 

1956 Nov 16 Edinburgh Corporation runs its last trams. They are largely replaced by Leyland 
Titan/Metro-Cammell Orion double-deck buses. 

1956 Dec - Transport Levy abolished. 

1956 Dec 15 Road haulage cut by 25%. 

1956 Dec 17 BR introduces Metro-Cammell low-density AEC-engined DMUs (class 101) into 
service (from Bradford). 637 cars built to this design, 1956–Dec 1959, the 
largest and longest-surviving class (last unit in service 24 Dec 2003). 

1956 Dec 17 Petrol rationing reimposed. 

1956 Dec 20 Hydrocarbon Oil Duties (Temporary Increase) Act imposes additional 1/= per 
gallon tax; permits provincial bus operators to raise fares pro rata. 

1956 Dec 20 End of Montgomery Bus Boycott, Alabama. 

1956 Dec 30 Last day of operation of Liverpool Overhead Railway. 

1956 Dec 30 BR ER extends Shenfield electrification to Southend Victoria. 

 1957 

1957 20% increase in fully fitted freight on BR during year. 

1957  US passenger movement by air exceeds that by rail for the first time during 
year. 

1957 -- - BR begins renumbering diesel and electric locomotives in sequences with D 
and E prefixes. 

1957 -- - Charles Roberts build for Esso and BR prototype 35 t glw 15 ft (4.5 m) 
wheelbase oil tank wagons with roller bearing axleboxes, automatic vacuum 
brake and 60 mph (96 km/h) capability. 

1957 -- - NCB withdraws Ellesmere* from Howe Bridge Colliery, Lancashire, the oldest 
commercially working locomotive in original form at this date (built 1861). 

1957 -- - Portland Railway (horse operated 1826–1939) lifted. The company is wound up 
in 1972. 

1957 -- - UTA runs last (freight) train on nominally independent Carrickfergus Harbour 
Junction Railway. 

1957 -- - First T-bar ski lift opens in Scotland, Meall Odhar. 

1957 -- - L.T.C. Rolt’s Isambard Kingdom Brunel: a biography published (by Longmans). 

1957 -- - Jersey Motor Transport withdraws last Leyland Lion PLSC single-deck buses. 

1957 -- - Double white lines introduced as centre marking to prevent overtaking on 
dangerous stretches of road, London–Folkestone and Portsmouth. 

1957 -- - Tooling of Morris Oxford series III saloon car transferred to Uttarpara (near 
Calcutta) for manufacture of Hindustan Motors Ambassador, continuing in 
production until 2014. 

1957 -- - ‘Jackie’ Moggridge becomes a female pilot with Channel Airways. 

1957 Jan - Minister of Transport (Harold Watkinson, Con., 20 Dec 1955–14 Oct 1959), 
given a place in Cabinet. 

1957 Jan  3 BRS switches trunking to rail, as result of Suez Crisis. 

1957 Jan  7 BR introduces Edinburgh–Glasgow Inter-City express DMU service. 

1957 Jan  7 BR Welwyn Garden City accident: rear-end collision after signals passed at 
danger (1 killed). 

1957 Jan 27 BTC reduces freight charges for all modes of transit. 



1957 Feb - Vauxhall Motors announces first Bedford diesel engine. 

1957 Feb - Associated Humber Lines Ltd (91% BTC/9% Ellerman’s Wilson) formed to take 
over ownership of ships under control of Associated Humber Steamship Lines 
Control Committee. Wilson’s & N.E.R. Shipping Co. Ltd ceases to trade. 

1957 Feb  1 S.E. Barlow of Tamworth (canal carriers) sold to Samuel Barlow Coal Co. Ltd. 

1957 Feb  1 BOAC introduces Bristol Britannia turboprop airliner into public service, 
Heathrow–Johannesburg. 

1957 Feb  9 BR Chapel-en-le-Frith accident, LMR: rear-end collision following steam 
locomotive runaway due to technical problem (2 footplatemen killed). 
Commemorated in BBC ‘radio ballad’ The Ballad of John Axon (by Charles 
Parker & Ewan MacColl) broadcast 2 Jul 1958. 

1957 Feb 17–Jun 11  GNR(I) rail and UTA road transport operations suffer a series of 
sabotage attacks in Northern Ireland as part of Irish Republican Army’s 
‘Operation Harvest’. 

1957 Feb 24 BR WR 0-6-0PT transferred from Croes Newydd to Helmsdale (60C) to work 
ScR Dornoch branch. 

1957 Feb 28 BRB authorises construction of 115 diesel-hydraulic locomotives for WR, using 
German-licenced technology. 

1957 Feb–Mar BR WR restores GWR 3440 City of Truro to main line running order. 

1957 Mar - BR Report on Diesel & Electric Traction and the Passenger Services of the 
Future proposes major 20-year electrification programme. 

1957 Mar - BR introduces new heraldic lion crest on rolling stock. 

1957 Mar - BR WR introduces new prefabricated signal box design, Evesham. 

1957 Mar 20 BR Brighton Works completes its last new locomotive, Standard class 4MT 2-6-
4T 80154, the last tank engine built. Isetta of Great Britain Ltd begins bubble 
car production in the works Apr 23. 

1957 Apr - End of diesel fuel rationing and additional taxation. 

1957 Apr  5 BRB orders 100 x 25 kV electric locomotives for LMR. 

1957 Apr 18 Hawker Siddeley Group announces its acquisitions of Brush Group. 

1957 Apr 20–Jun 12 Mayflower II replica 17th century merchant ship (launched at Brixham 22 
Sep 1956) crosses Atlantic, Plymouth–Provincetown, Mass. (Capt. Alan 
Villiers). 

1957 Apr 21 Hilton Valley Railway, Shropshire, opens, first significant 7¼ in./184 mm gauge 
line in public use (Michael Lloyd; last operates publicly on this site Sep 1979). 

1957 May - BTC proposes construction of 1889 mainline diesel locomotives without 
awaiting pilot scheme evaluation. 

1957 May - Dyson introduce trailer with air suspension. 

1957 May - Trent & Mersey Canal lock 53, Rode Heath, is replaced by Thurlwood Steel 
Lock to compensate for mining subsidence (taken out of use 1981; demolished 
Nov 1987 for replacement). 

1957 May  1 Admiralty takes ownership of Cleobury Mortimer & Ditton Priors Light Railway 
from BR, under terms of BTC Act 1955. Civilian coal traffic continues by local 
arrangement. 

1957 May  1? Car speed limit of 40 mph (64 km/h) imposed by Regulations (initially in London 
area and experimental). 

1957 May  1 Speed limit for rigid lorries over 3 t ulw outside built-up areas raised from 20 to 
30 mph by Motor Vehicles (Variation of Speed Limit) Regulations 1956 



(consequent rescheduling not accepted for BRS by trade unions until Jan 
1960). 

1957 May  4 Irish government is presented with report of Committee of Inquiry into Internal 
Transport (Dr J.P. Beddy, chairman), proposing reduction in rail mileage by 
50% and withdrawal of CIÉ canal barges. 

1957 May  6 BR SR introduces class 6L Hastings DEMUs (with English Electric 4SRKT diesel 
in engine compartment and EE507 traction motors) into revenue service. 

1957 May 14 End of petrol rationing. 

1957 May 23 Talyllyn Railway introduces railway letter service, the first postwar example. 

1957 May 24 Gloucester Road station murder, LT: Countess Teresa Lubienska fatally 
stabbed by unknown assailants. 

1957 May 27 Tamplin’s open The Dover Stage, first (and only?) ‘Coachotel’ (Louis Erdi, 
architect; Graham Lyon, hotelier; demolished 1988). 

1957 Jun–1958 Oct  GNR Board takes delivery of new DMUs, using BUT power cars, first 
introduced on ‘Enterprise’ express Belfast–Dublin. 

1957 Jun  1 Manx Electric Railway formally taken over by Isle of Man government (MER 
Board), under terms of MER Act. 

1957 Jun  2 Vulcan Foundry hands over first BR pilot scheme mainline diesel locomotive, 
D8000*. 

1957 Jun  2 First Trans-Europ-Express (diesel) trains run on continent. 

1957 Jun  3 British Waterways introduces 5-day luxury ‘Heart of England’ cruises Oxford–
Birmingham using Water Rambler (converted from GUCCC motor boat Star). 

1957 Jun 12 BR withdraws its last clerestory stock (at this time) from revenue service, ex-
Mersey Railway. 

1957 Jun 13 BR Derby Works completes its last new steam locomotive, 4-6-0 73154. 

1957 Jun 13 LT Oxford Street accident: RTL780 collides with bus queue (8 killed). 

1957 Jun 13 Uruguayan MV Claray (built as barque Langland at Middlesbrough, 1875 for 
south Wales owners) sinks off Brazilian coast with cargo of tea. 

1957 Jun 17 BR LMR introduces ‘The Caledonian’ express, Euston–Glasgow. 

1957 Jun 17 BR LMR Midland Division introduces clockface timetable with schedules cut. 

1957 Jun 29 Lancashire County Council runs final train on Whittingham Hospital Railway, 
last hospital line with a passenger service. 

1957 Jul - BR buys three LMS-design 8F 2-8-0 locomotives from Longmoor Military 
Railway, returning them to service Sep as 48773*–5, initially on ScR. 

1957 Jul  1 BTC (Railway Merchandise) Charges Scheme comes into effect allowing 
charges to be varied below maxima to give commercial rates reflecting handing 
costs. 

1957 Jul 15 BR ordinary 2nd class fares increased to 2d/mile from 1.88d, under terms of 
1953 authority. 

1957 Jul 15 W.G. Bagnall Ltd ship the last new steam locomotive from their Stafford works 
(no. 3126), 2 ft (60 cm) gauge 2-8-2 Mysore Iron & Steel Works 15. 

1957 Jul 20–8  Transport & General Workers’ Union national strike by provincial (non-
municipal) bus crews over pay differentials. Some violence against non-strikers 
is reported. All provincial crews are given an 11/- pw increase (just over 50% of 
that originally sought). First day coincides with Harold Macmillan’s “never had it 
so good” speech. 

1957 Jul 23 Revised BR Modernisation Plan gives priority to LMR main line electrification. 



1957 Aug 6 CIÉ experimental turf-burning bogie locomotive CC1 runs for first time, 
Inchicore, last steam locomotive built in Ireland (O.V.S. Bulleid, chief 
mechanical engineer). 

1957 Aut - Lyon Street Railway Co. Ltd established by R. & W. Hawthorn Leslie 
(Shipbuilders) Ltd and Vickers Ltd to take over line connecting with their 
Hebburn yards from Carr-Ellison Estates. 

1957 Sep - BR orders 506 sets of diesel shunter equipment from English Electric. 

1957 Sep - Rail connection to Anglian Building Products’ Lenwade works primarily to carry 
prestressed concrete road bridge beams. 

1957 Sep - Ross & Marshall Ltd’s Scottish puffer SS Stormlight completed by W.J. Yarwood 
& Sons Ltd, Northwich, last coaster built with a reciprocating steam engine. 

1957 Sep  2 ASN introduces MS Bardic Ferry into service on Preston–Larne passage, 
world’s first purpose-built roll-on/roll-off (ro-ro) ferry. 

1957 Sep  6 BR inaugurates computer at Swindon Works (and later at Paddington) for 
paybill purposes, the first use by a western European railway administration 
(Power Samas PCC8 valve model, installed Apr). 

1957 Sep  7 BR LMR withdraws its last Garratt steam locomotive, 47968. 

1957 Sep 14 Liverpool Corporation runs its last trams (car 293*). 

1957 Sep 16 BR SR Hampshire DEMUs enter service. Passenger traffic increases by 500%. 

1957 Sep 30 Last day of operation of 97 miles (155 km) of railway in Northern Ireland 
centred on Clones (GNR(I) and SL&NCR) as a result of closure instruction 
given by Northern Ireland Minister of Commerce to GNR Board. Co. 
Fermanagh and the town of Enniskillen lose all their lines. Includes final 
operation of Fintona branch tram, last horse-drawn railway passenger service 
in British Isles. 

1957 Sep 30 BR LMR opens Butlers Lane station. 

1957 Oct  1 CIÉ opens 3-mile (5 km) branch to Castlemungret cement factory, Limerick. 

1957 Oct  1 Maidstone & District Motor Services absorbs its trolleybus operating subsidiary 
Hastings Tramways. 

1957 Oct  1 Erne Bus Service, Enniskillen, taken over from Maurice F. Cassidy by UTA and 
transferred to new subsidiary Devenish Carriage & Waggon Co. Ltd. Services 
from Carrigallan, Co. Leitrim, taken over by Ned Maguire, passing to CIÉ 1973. 

1957 Oct  4 Pan-Atlantic Steamship Co’s Gateway City, converted to world’s first container 
ship using standardised cells and twist-lock fittings, makes maiden Port Newark 
(NJ)–Houston passage (Malcolm McLean). 

1957 Oct  4 Sputnik 1 goes into orbit. The University of Manchester’s Jodrell Bank radio 
telescope dish (first used Aug 2, and perhaps utilising ex-Castle class 
locomotive wheels on a 5 m gauge track) is the world’s only facility to track its 
booster rocket. 

1957 Oct  6 BEA opens West London Air Terminal (permanent building 1963; closed to 
passengers end 1973). 

1957 Oct  7 BR LMR commissions new St Pancras signal box, with Westinghouse route 
setting console. 

1957 Oct 12 GNR(I) Board closes 84 miles (134 km) of railway in Irish Republic following 
closure of connecting lines on Sep 30. 

1957 Oct 31 Brush hands over pilot scheme mainline diesel locomotive D5500* to BR ER 
(completed Sep; trials Oct 10; inaugural run Nov 13 from Stratford depot). 

1957 Nov 13 First British (suborbital) spaceflight, RAE Skylark rocket, launched from 
Woomera. 



1957 Nov 15 West Sussex County Council agrees to purchase Chichester Canal from 
Chichester Corporation. 

1957 Nov 15 Chessel Down air accident: Aquila Airways Short Solent 3 flying boat G-AKNU 
City of Sydney crashes on Isle of Wight following engine stoppage (45 killed). 

1957 Nov 18 BR ER introduces Traffic (Line) Management. 

1957 Nov 19 Death of George Bennie, Scottish inventor (Epsom) (b. 1891). 

1957 Nov 25 Edge Hill Light Railway (Warks.), derelict since 1925, goes into voluntary 
liquidation. 

1957 Dec  4 BR Lewisham accident: rear-end collision in fog and bridge collapse (90 killed). 

1957 Dec 19 BOAC Bristol Britannia 312 makes first commercial crossing of Atlantic by 
turboprop airliner, Heathrow–New York International Airport, Anderson Field 
(Capt. A. Meagher). 

1957 Dec 23 First BR/ASLEF/NUR single-manning agreements for non-steam traction, wef 1 
Jan 1958. 

1957 Dec 27 Easingwold Light Railway runs last (freight) train. 

 1958 

1958 BR working deficit, for the first time, of £48.1M (overall losses £90.1M), 
attributed to mild recession in heavy industry and effects of 1957 rise in interest 
rates. 

1958 83 mainline diesel locomotives delivered during year including first of English 
Electric type 4 (class 40, Mar), ‘Birmingham’ type 2 (class 26, Jul), WR Warship 
class hydraulics (class 42, Aug) and ‘Sulzer’ type 2 (class 24, Sep). Delivery of 
DMUs at peak (peak year for BR investment in rolling stock). 

1958  Number of households with television exceeds those with radio only for the first 
time during year. 

1958 -- - BR introduces 4-character train describer system, on WR. 

1958 -- - BR completes last coaching stock vehicles to prenationalisation (LMS) design 
(Post Office sorting tenders). 

1958 -- - BR WR Chief Civil Engineer takes delivery of rail-mounted cranes with 
hydraulic transmission. 

1958 -- - CIÉ introduces green livery for diesel locomotives to replace aluminium. 

1958 -- - Beyer, Peacock complete last Garratt locomotive built in Manchester, South 
African Railways 2 ft (60 cm) gauge NGG16 no. 143* (works no. 7868) (Last 
example built to same design 1968). GMAM Garratts delivered to SAR during 
year are latter’s last steam locomotives for the 3 ft 6 in. (1067 mm) gauge. 
These are the last Beyer steam engines of any kind. 

1958 -- - Robert Stephenson & Hawthorns build their last conventional steam 
locomotive, works no. 8051, an 0-6-0ST for Stewarts & Lloyds Minerals, 
Harlaxton. 

1958 -- - Railway Preservation Society established to co-ordinate enthusiast efforts 
nationally (Noel Draycott). 

1958 -- - Weaver flat Daresbury of Castle (built 1772 as sailing flat, latterly Weaver 
Navigation Trustees’ lifting barge) abandoned at Sutton Level Locks. 

1958 -- - Austin VA “Noddy” 3 t delivery van goes into commercial production. 2.7K built 
for BRS (Parcels) (Louis Morgan, Arthur Cardwell, John Greenhalgh and 
Robert Blackstone, BRS engineers). 

1958 -- - First Little Chef drive-in restaurant, Oxford Road, Reading. 



1958 -- - Change in exchange control regulations permit British airlines to purchase new 
aircraft directly from the US without restriction. 

1958 -- - GPO standardises design of pillar box with 10 in. aperture. 6.8K of the smaller 
‘B’ size are cast by Carron to 1976. 

1958 c. BR begins to handle nuclear waste traffic. 

1958 Jan - Sentinel (Shrewsbury, owned since Nov 1956 by Rolls-Royce) build their last 
steam locomotive (9622*). 

1958 Jan - CIÉ renumbers its locomotives with class letter prefixes. 

1958 Jan - Plaxton Panorama coach bodywork introduced (Ogle Design). 

1958 Jan  1 BR platform tickets increased to 2d from 1d, first increase since Jul 1912. 

1958 Jan  1 BR ER creates Great Eastern and Great Northern areas. 

1958 Jan  1 London Transport Police fully merged into BTC Police. 

1958 Jan  5 Last day of BR passenger services over Merthyr–Abergavenny line. 

1958 Jan 7 Nederlandse Spoorwegen ceases to use steam locomotives, the first European 
national railway administration to do so (official last locomotive: 3737*). 

1958 Jan 10 Dundalk Works transfers from ownership of GNR Board to Dundalk 
Engineering Works Ltd. In Jun it begins assembly of the Heinkel-I bubble car. 

1958 Jan 14 Historic Commercial Vehicle Club formed, at this time representing the owners 
of fewer than a dozen vehicles. 

1958 Jan 21 BR WR places first diesel-hydraulic locomotive into traffic, North British 
Locomotive Co. ‘Warship’ D600 Active. 

1958 Jan 26 LT introduces first fully automatic junction signalling by programming machines, 
at Kennington (Northern Line). 

1958 Jan 30 BR Dagenham East accident, LT&S line: rear-end collision after signals passed 
at danger in fog (10 killed). 

1958 Feb - BR introduces first 4-wheel railbuses into service, AC Cars units on WR 
Gloucestershire branches. 

1958 Feb  1 (May?)  BR adjusts regional operating boundaries: ER resumes control of 
Marylebone; SR resumes control of most of its former lines west of Exeter; WR 
takes full control of LMR Bristol–Birmingham line and northern part of Somerset 
& Dorset. Motive power depots and allocations retained until end 1959. 

1958 Feb  3 BTW purchases Mersey, Weaver & Ship Canal Carrying Co. Ltd of Burslem 
from Leslie Shirley. 

1958 Feb  6 Munich air disaster: BEA Airspeed Ambassador G-ALZU Lord Burghley crashes 
on takeoff from München-Riem in bad weather conditions (23 killed, including 8 
Manchester United footballers). 

1958 Feb 27 Winter Hill air disaster: Silver City Bristol 170 Freighter G-AICS on charter to 
Manx Airlines, Ronaldsway–Manchester Ringway, crashes on Rivington Moor, 
Lancs., in bad weather conditions (35 killed). 

1958 Mar 26 BR experimental battery-electric multiple unit makes official inaugural run on 
Ballater branch (regular service commences Apr 21). 

1958 Apr  1 M1 motorway first section, Luton–Crick, opened, including River Ouse 
underbridge, Bucks. 

1958 Apr c.1  BW introduces trip boats Water Prince and Water Princess (ex Canal Transport 
Humber and Aire) on Calder & Hebble Navigation, Wakefield–Sowerby Bridge. 

1958 Apr  8 BR diesel locomotive D200* makes inaugural run London–Norwich. 



1958 Apr 21 BR LMR introduces MV Container Enterprise on Heysham–Belfast service, 
world’s first purpose-built container ship (launched Feb 19; carrying BR wooden 
containers). 

1958 Apr 22–1962 Sep 12 BBC Birmingham broadcasts Railway Roundabout television 
serials within ‘Children’s Hour’. 

1958 Apr 24 BR’s last Atlantic, ex-LB&SCR 32424 Beachy Head, locomotive makes its final 
run prior to withdrawal and scrapping. 

1958 Apr 28 Aerlínte Éireann (although founded 1947) operates its first transatlantic service, 
Shannon–New York. 

1958 May - BR introduces first Derby lightweight (class 108) low-density Leyland-engined 
DMUs into service (on NER). 333 cars built to this design, 1958–61, the largest 
BR-built class. 

1958 May  5–Jun 19  LT bus crew strike. A small number of routes are operated by the 
People’s League for the Defence of Freedom and others. A number of LT 
routes are subsequently permanently withdrawn. 

1958 May 30 O.V.S. Bulleid retires from office as chief mechanical engineer to CIÉ, moving 
to Devon. 6wDH E419, last locomotive built to his order, is turned out of 
Inchicore Works this year. 

1958 Jun  2 Last commercially-built wooden narrow boat, butty Raymond*, launched, by 
and for Samuel Barlow Coal Co., Braunston. 

1958 Jun  5 BR NER opens new locomotive depot at Thornaby (51L; replacing 
Middlesbrough, and Newport) with roundhouse, the last designed to 
accommodate steam. 

1958 Jun  6 BR WR ‘Cornish Riviera Express’ first diesel-hauled, by BR D601. 

1958 Jun  9 Gatwick (new terminal) officially opens as second London airport (BR Gatwick 
Airport station opens May 28; some flights from May 30). Signage designed by 
Jock Kinneir & Margaret Calvert. 

1958 Jun 10 City of Westminster installs first regular parking meters, in Grosvenor Square, 
using imported US models (following experimental installation, 1956). Yellow 
lines also introduced in Metropolitan Police area during year. 

1958 Jun 20 Compania Administradora del Guano’s iron barque Omega of Callao, Peru 
(built as Drumcliff by Russell & Co., Greenock, 1887 for Gillison & Chadwick of 
Liverpool) sinks on passage between Pachacamac Islands and Huacho, 
world’s last full-rigged ship trading under sail alone. 

1958 Jun 21 ‘Flying Scotsman’ express first diesel-hauled, by BR D201. 

1958 Jul - Gardner 6LX 150 BHP diesel engine announced. 

1958 Jul - BTW Bowes Committee reports, recommending a core network of waterways to 
be developed and an annual boat licence to replace tolls. 

1958 Jul 12 BR stores ex-GWR diesel railcar 4* for preservation (restored by 18 Mar 1960). 

1958 Jul 18 SA de Gérance et d’Armement (SNCF) stern-loading ferry MV Compiègne 
(launched Rouen Mar 7) makes maiden voyage on Calais–Dover passage. 
First short sea ferry having variable-pitch propellers, bow thrusters directly 
controlled from the bridge, a stern bridge, and all-welded construction. 

1958 Smr All-time peak for summer Saturday rail travel. 

1958 Aug - Honda Motor Co. Super Cub step-through motorcycle begins production, 
originally from its Yamato plant, with 4 stroke engine and plastic fairings; more 
than 87M built. 

1958 Aug  8 BR WR places first D800 Warship class diesel-hydraulic locomotive into traffic, 
Sir Brian Robertson, built at Swindon with stressed-skin superstructure. 



1958 Aug 14 Shannon accident: KLM Lockheed Super Constellation PH-LKM Hugo de Groot 
on flight 607-E crashes in Atlantic, possibly resulting from mechanical failure 
(99 killed). 

1958 Sep  1 Dr C.S. (Todd) Andrews appointed chairman of CIÉ. 

1958 Sep 15 BR ScR introduces 4-wheel railbuses into service, AC Cars units on 
Gleneagles–Crieff–Comrie lines. 

1958 Sep 16 Relaxation of restrictions on hire purchase makes it easier to purchase private 
motor vehicles. 

1958 Sep 26 Austin, Carbodies and dealers Mann & Overton launch FX4 London taxi (diesel 
engine from new, automatic transmission and independent front suspension, 
pressed steel 4-door body and orange roof light replacing mechanical flag; Jim 
Stanfield, Phil Baker and Eric Bailey (body), design engineers). In full 
production 1959–97. 

1958 Sep 26 Leyland and Motor Panels launch Mk II “LAD” (Leyland, Albion, Dodge) lorry 
cab. 

1958 Sep 30 Transport Act (Irish Republic). Reduces CIÉ’s interest liabilities and writes 
down assets; CIÉ obliged to break even by 1964 (requirement later 
abandoned) and given authority to close unremunerative branch railways 
(carried out) and waterways not used for five years. 

1958 Sep 30 Aquila Airways flies last Solent aircraft Southampton–Madeira, the last flying 
boat service from Britain. 

1958 Oct - BR electric locomotive E1000, converted by Metropolitan Vickers from their gas 
turbine engine 18100 for training purposes, is completed, the first 25 kV 
locomotive. 

1958 Oct - First introduction of ‘priority to traffic from right’ rule on a roundabout, 
Middlesbrough. 

1958 Oct  1 GNR(I) divided between CIÉ and UTA, under terms of GNR Act (Irish Republic) 
Jul 16 and Transport Act (NI) Jul 29. GNR Board remains in existence as 
participant in County Donegal Railways Joint Committee. 

1958 Oct  4 BOAC de Havilland Comet 4 G-APDB* makes first commercial crossing of 
Atlantic by pure jet airliner (Rolls-Royce Avon engines), Heathrow–Gander–
New York International Airport, Anderson Field (Capt. R.E. Millichap). Pan Am 
introduces Boeing 707 jets New York–Paris Oct 26. Within 6 months aviation 
secures 65% of transatlantic passenger traffic. 

1958 Nov - BR opens rebuilt Banbury station (H.E.B. Cavanagh, WR architect). 

1958 Nov - BTW takes delivery of first six River class (“blue top”) welded-steel steel butties 
for GUC from Thames Launch Works, Teddington. Build time is 6–8 weeks, 
and all have an Elsan chemical toilet compartment. They are registered 29 Jan 
1959. 

1958 Nov - Eagle Airways seeks Air Transport Advisory Council permission to offer flights 
undercutting BEA and BOAC fares by more than 50%; this is refused. 

1958 Nov 15 Glasgow Corporation makes last route conversion from tram to trolleybus. 

1958 Nov 19 BR ER Hitchin accident: 3 freight trains and light engine collide due to driver 
error. 

1958 Nov 29 BR runs last through (coal) train over main line of former Hull & Barnsley 
Railway (90352). (The last passenger service, Howden–Hull, ran 25 Apr 1955.) 

1958 Dec - BT Hotels & Catering reorganised under board of management (Frank Hole, 
Chairman). 

1958 Dec - BTW begins to sink redundant narrow boats in Harefield Flash. 

1958 Dec - Potter & Son (Runcorn) sell their last narrow boat, Sunlight. 



1958 Dec  5 Ministry of Transport opens first motorway, A6 Preston By-pass (8 miles/13 km; 
James Drake, Lancashire County Surveyor). Prestressed concrete bridges; 
road signs in first version of Transport alphabet (Jock Kinnear); first traffic 
cones (Uniroyal, Edinburgh, manufacturer). First motorway casualty on same 
day. 

1958 Dec 5 First service by an Oakley class self-righting life-boat, RNLB J.G. Graves of 
Sheffield* at Scarborough (on station Oct; Richard Oakley, designer). 

1958 Dec  5 GPO Telephones introduce Subscriber Trunk Dialling, Bristol. 

1958 Dec  8 First production Leyland Atlantean rear-engine bus (with Metro-Cammell body) 
enters service, Wallasey Corporation Motors 1*. 15K sold until 1984, 1K each 
for Glasgow, Manchester and Merseyside. 

1958 Dec 13 Welsh Office opens new Conway road bridge. 

1958 Dec 16 BR Crewe Works completes its last new steam locomotive, 2-10-0 92250. 

1958 Dec 31 CIÉ closes Harcourt Street line, Dublin–Bray. 

 1959 

1959 Peak year for sale of motorcycles. 

1959 -- - BR introduces Pandrol rail clip, East Coast Main Line. 

1959 -- - BR ceases to generate traction current at Hamilton Square power station (ex-
Mersey Railway); standby steam beam pumping engines taken our of 
commission. 

1959 -- - Robert Stephenson & Hawthorns build their last steam locomotive, works no. 
8082, a fireless coking plant locomotive for Glasshoughton. 

1959 -- - First signal-controlled roundabout. 

1959 -- - Buses permitted to have fixed windscreen. 

1959 -- - Heathrow Airport first fed with aviation fuel from long-distance pipeline. 

1959/60 - CIÉ withdraws its last clerestory coaches from revenue service, ex-GS&WR. 

1959 early ? United Dairies last uses horse-carts for milk delivery, Fulham. 

1959 Jan  3 BR WR runs last regular passenger train to Monmouth. 

1959 Jan 28 Glasgow Corporation Shettleston Road accident: ‘Coronation’ tramcar collides 
with lorry and catches fire, last fatal accident on a traditional tramway (3 killed). 

1959 Jan 31 BR SS Dewsbury (built for Great Central Railway 1910) is withdrawn from 
Harwich–Antwerp service for scrapping, the last pre-Grouping railway ship in 
short sea service. 

1959 Feb 17 Jordan’s Wood air accident: Turkish Airlines Vickers Viscount TC-SEV crashes 
on Turkish Government charter flight from Ankara on approach to Gatwick in 
fog (14 killed). 

1959 Feb 22 Woodham Brothers, Barry, purchase first locomotives sold for scrap by BR WR. 

1959 Feb 28 Last day of BR passenger services over most of former Midland & Great 
Northern Joint Railway (160 miles/256 km). 

1956 Mar - BTC opens New Lodge, Windsor, as BR/BTH training & conference facility 
(acquired May 1956; known as BR School of Transport from Jan 1963). 

1959 Mar c. British Transport Staff College, Woking (former BR Staff College) begins to 
offer senior management courses. 

1959 Mar 16 BR introduces ‘Condor’ (container – door-to-door) dedicated container service, 
Hendon–Glasgow (Gushetfaulds), with scheduled non-stop run of 300 miles 
(480 km) to Carlisle crew change, using Conflats with roller bearings. 



1959 Mar 16 BR inaugurates Colchester–Clacton electric services, the first at 25 kV AC, 50 
Hz. 

1959 Mar 25 East Sussex County Council runs final (empty coal) train on Hellingly Hospital 
Railway, last hospital line. 

1959 Mar 31 CIÉ runs last trains on Cavan & Leitrim Railway (3 ft/0.914 m gauge). 

1959 Apr - Inland Waterways Redevelopment Advisory Committee appointed by 
government to make recommendations for future of non-commercial waterways 
(Adml Sir Frederick Parham, chairman). 

1959 Apr - Goods vehicle chassis freed from purchase tax. 

1959 Apr - Bristol Aero Engines and Armstrong Siddeley Motors merge to form Bristol 
Siddeley Aero Engines. Armstrong Siddeley car production ceases Jul 1960. 

1959 Apr  1 Aylesbury Boat Co. establishes marina. 

1959 Apr 14 A. Wander & Co’s pair Mimas and Enid last carry coal by canal to their Ovaltine 
factory at King’s Langley. 

1959 Apr 15 Completion of St Lawrence Seaway, under terms of St Lawrence Seaway 
Authority Act 1951 (Canada) and Wiley-Dondero Act 1954 (US), providing 27ft 
(8.2 m) draught navigation from the Atlantic to the Great Lakes. 

1959 Apr 21 Double white centre line ‘no overtaking’ road marking introduced generally, 
following experimental use on Dover, Portsmouth and Great North Roads from 
1957, in accordance with European agreement and Traffic Signs (Amendment) 
Regulations 1959. 

1959 Apr 23 Westland Heliport, Battersea, officially opens. 

1959 May - British Waterways introduces 5-day luxury ‘Heart of England’ cruises 
Nottingham–Boston using Water Wanderer (converted from Air & Calder 
flyboat 99). 

1959 May  3 BR completes quadrupling through Hadley and Potters Bar tunnels, utilising 
precast concrete segment tunnel linings (Horace D. Morgan of Sir William 
Halcrow & Partners, consultant engineers for tunnel construction). 

1959 May  7 First BR locomotive sold to a private individual for preservation, Ivatt 0-6-0ST 
68846 (GNR 1247)* to Capt. W.G. (Bill) Smith. 

1959 May 23 BR A4 Pacific 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley* on Stephenson Locomotive Society 
Doncaster–King’s Cross special achieves postwar steam locomotive speed 
record, 112 mph (180 km/h) (Bill Hoole, driver). 

1959 May 31 CIÉ ceases operation of Hill of Howth tramway (last in the world with a wholly 
open-top fleet – official last car 9*). 

1959 Jun - BR closes Lochgorm Works, Inverness. 

1959 Jun c. BTW Boulton & Watt beam engine (1812) at Crofton pumping station* (Kennet 
& Avon Canal) ceases to be operable. 

1959 mid - UTA regular passenger traffic over ex-NCC rail system now worked entirely by 
MPDs. 

1959 Jun  1 Ex-SR train ferry SS Dinard enters service as Viking Line’s first ship, car ferry 
SS Viking on Gräddö–Mariehamn–Korpoo service (built by Denny, Dumbarton 
1924). 

1959 Jun 11 Saunders-Roe prototype hovercraft SR-N1, the world’s first full-size craft, first 
hovers (launched at Cowes May 30; makes first Channel crossing Jul 25). 

1959 Jun 15 BR SR inaugurates Kent Coast electric services to Ramsgate and Dover. Lines 
resignalled with Siemens & General Electric colour lights. 

1959 Jul 21 Union Pacific (US) last operates a “Big Boy” class 4-8-8-4 steam locomotive 
(until 2019), 4015 on 4.10 pm Laramie–Cheyenne (arr. 7.55). 



1959 Jul 23 BTC publishes Re-appraisal of the British Railways’ Modernisation Plan. 

1959 Jul 23 RMS Windsor Castle becomes last passenger mailship launched at Cammell 
Laird’s Birkenhead yard; enters service with Union-Castle 18 Aug1960. 

1959 Jul 29 Erskine H. Childers (FF) appointed to new Irish government post of Minister for 
Transport & Power; held until Jul 1969. The new department’s secretary is 
Thekla Beere, the first female to achieve this grade in the Irish Civil Service. 

1959 Aug - Leyland Leopard coach introduced. 

1959 Aug 25 Ribble ‘Gay Hostess’ Leyland Atlantean double-deck coach 1251 enters public 
service on Blackpool–London route. 

1959 Aug 26 BMC Mini car goes on sale, at £350 + £146:19:2 (Alec Issigonis, engineer). 
(First pre-production model from Longbridge (Austin Se7en) Apr 3 or 4; first 
production model from Cowley (Morris Mini-Minor 850), 621 AOK*, May 8.) 5.3M 
sold until 4 Oct 2000. 

1959 Sep 12 NCB closes Hetton Colliery Railway (opened Nov 1822). 

1959 Sep 30 Ministry of Transport & Civil Aviation opens Chiswick flyover to road traffic 
(Harry Brompton & Partners, consultant engineers; Alderton Construction Co. 
Ltd, main contractors; official opening by Jayne Mansfield). 

1959 Sep 30 Last commercial flights from Croydon Airport (Ministry of Transport & Civil 
Aviation). Last out is Morton Air Services de Havilland DH114 Heron G-AOXL to 
Rotterdam (Capt. Last). 

1959 Sep - BR WR withdraws 0-6-0PT 9499 (delivered Jul 1955) for scrap. 

1959 Oct–1961 Feb  BR SR introduces 20 pull-push sets converted from 1930s coaching 
stock to replace older vehicles. 

1959 Oct - Guy Wulfrunian double-deck chassis introduced, with front entrance and front 
engine. Only 131 built, to 1965, West Riding being the first, and only 
substantial, customer. 

1959 Oct 14 Ministry of Transport & Civil Aviation renamed Ministry of Transport; Ernest 
Marples (Con.) appointed Minister (until 16 Oct 1964). 

1959 Oct 15 British Transport Commission Police open new headquarters at Park Royal. 

1959 Oct 28 BR withdraws its last 2-4-0 locomotive in service, ex-GER class E4 62785*, 
from Cambridge. 

1959 Oct 28 GPO offers Radiophone vehicle radio/telephone landline commercial service, 
initially operating from Manchester through base stations at Horwich (Winter 
Hill) and Liverpool. 

1959 Nov - BR (LMR) takes delivery of its first production 25 kV electric locomotive (dual 
voltage, with rectifier), class AL1 E3001. 

1959 Nov  2 BR LMR transfers principal London–Birmingham/Wolverhampton express 
services to WR to allow for electrification work on line from Euston. 

1959 Nov  2 BR Ipswich depot fully dieselised. 

1959 Nov  2 Ministry of Transport opens first section of M1, Crick–Berrygrove with St Albans 
By-pass and link to Dunchurch (71 miles/114 km), the first trunk motorway 
(parallel to London & Birmingham Railway and Grand Union Canal) (Sir Owen 
Williams & Partners, consultant engineers). BMMO introduces Birmingham–
London express coach service using its own-build CM5T vehicles, undercutting 
rail fare by c.50%; Birch Brothers introduce Rushden–London express coach 
service. Ribble ‘Gay Hostess’ 1251 is first PSV to use the motorway. First 
motorway services at Watford Gap (Blue Boar). 

1959 Nov  7 Leeds Corporation runs its last trams (car 178). 



1959 Nov 11 LT Routemaster (AEC/Park Royal) double-deck bus enters full public service 
(as Stage 4 trolleybus replacement from Poplar and West Ham depots). 
Innovative features are: integral construction, lightweight aluminium body, 
power steering and braking, fully automatic gearbox and independent front 
suspension. 2876 built until Mar 1968. (A.A. ‘Bill’ Durant, Eric Ottoway and 
Colin Curtis, engineers; Alfred Hill, body design; Douglas Scott, styling). 

1959 Nov 17 Prestwick and Renfrew airports are first in UK to offer duty free sales 

1959 Nov 23 Sydenham By-pass opens, first dual carriageway road in Northern Ireland 
(planned 1936). 

1959 Nov–Dec Last 3-axle trolleybuses enter service, Huddersfield 631*–640 (Sunbeam type 
S7A (P1)). 

1959 Dec - Joe & Rose Skinner retire the last (“No. 1”) horse boat working for long-
distance commercial freight, Friendship*, on Coventry and Oxford Canals, 
following death of their mule ‘Dolly’. 

1959 Dec  8 Broughty Ferry life-boat disaster, c.05.00: RNLB Mona lost on service to North 
Carr lightship (all 8 crew killed). 

1959 Dec 14 LT introduces 1959 Stock (built by Metro-Cammell with unpainted aluminium 
bodies) into service on Piccadilly Line. 

1959 Dec 17 First type 3 (class 33) diesel, D6500, delivered from Birmingham Railway 
Carriage & Wagon Co. to Hither Green depot (into service Jan 1960). 

1959 Dec 31 County Donegal Railways Joint Committee runs final rail services, the last Irish 
narrow gauge (3 ft/0.914 m) commercial passenger operation. Last train, 
Strabane–Stranorlar, hauled by 4-6-4T no. 14 Erne. 

1959 Dec 31 CIÉ withdraws its own barges from intermediate traffic on Grand Canal, Barrow 
and Shannon. 

1959 end Snailbeach District Railways last worked (by tractor, under lease by Shropshire 
County Council). 

1959 end Publication of first volume of George Dow’s Great Central. 

 1960 

1960 BR working loss for this and subsequent years. 

1960 Delivery of diesel locomotives and EMUs to BR at peak. 

1960–1 BR takes delivery of last steam breakdown cranes (8 x 30 t and 10 x 75 t), from 
Cowans, Sheldon & Co., Carlisle (ordered Oct–Nov 1959). 

1960–2 BR/Pressed Steel trial prototype Roadrailers, hybrid road/rail semi-trailers 
based on the Chesapeake & Ohio Railvan. Test transfer points set up at 
Marylebone and Takeley but technical and operational factors prevent this 
concept going into commercial service. 

1960 -- - BTC Commercial Advertising Department renamed British Transport 
Advertising. 

1960 -- - Last steam locomotive withdrawn by Israel Railways (Palestine Railways H 
class 4-6-0 no. 901). 

1960 -- - First boat hire firms started on the Shannon by O'Brien-Kennedys at Shannon 
Harbour and Dick McGarry at Roosky. 

1960 -- - Jersey Motor Transport withdraws last Leyland Titan TD1 buses, the world’s last 
petrol-engine double-deckers operating commercially. 

1960 -- - Coventry City Council completes Lower Precinct multistorey car park, the first 
with open decks and exposed rooftop parking (Arthur Ling, city architect). 

1960 -- - ČKD Tatra T3 tramcar introduced, in Prague. 14K built until 1989, for Eastern 
Bloc, the world’s largest tram class. 



1960 early BMMO’s first computer goes live. 

1960 Jan - Caledonian Steam Packet Co. (Irish Services) Ltd takes over management of 
Stranraer–Larne service. 

1960 Jan  1 Aerlínte Éireann becomes international arm of Aer Lingus. Takes delivery of 
first jets, Boeing 720s for transatlantic services, Dec 14. 

1960 Jan  4 BR inaugurates full Bedford–St Pancras DMU service (off-peak from 28 Sep 
1959) using Derby-built diesel-hydraulic units (class 127). 

1960 Jan  5 South Wales Transport Co. runs last electric trams on Swansea & Mumbles 
Railway (am: car 7). 

1960 Feb  1 (wef) CIÉ closes Valentia Harbour branch. 

1960 Mar   2 Guillebaud Report on railway wage comparability: recommends 8% increase. 

1960 Mar  1 Winchburgh railway ceases to carry shale workers (2 ft 6 in./76 cm gauge 
electric). 

1960 Mar 18 Last steam locomotive built for BR, class 9F 2-10-0 92220, named Evening 
Star* at Swindon Works. 

1960 Mar 21 Cunard acquires controlling interest in British Eagle International Airlines. 

1960 Mar 22 Road Traffic Act, coming into force Sep ?12. ?Introduces fixed penalty parking 
tickets. 

1960 Mar 24 First volume in Regional History of the Railways of Great Britain (The West 
Country by David St John Thomas) published (by Phoenix House). 

1960 Mar 27 Last regular scheduled steam passenger train on a class I US railroad, Grand 
Trunk Western, Durand–Detroit. 

1960 Mar 31 WD surrenders control of Shropshire & Montgomeryshire Railway to BR WR for 
dismantling. 

1960 Mar c. Jersey Motor Transport general manager Maj. F.H. Blakeway retires having 
served since 1931. 

1960 Apr - United Carriers Ltd ceases operation, BRS (Meat Haulage) Ltd having 
withdrawn from the pool. 

1960 Apr  1 David & Charles (Publishers) Ltd established in Devon (David St John Thomas 
and Charles Hadfield). First transport history published (under imprint ‘David 
Charles’) is The Hay Railway by C.R. Clinker. 

1960 Apr 10 First of the four steam locomotives owned by Dorking Greystone Lime Co. Ltd 
is removed from its Betchworth works for preservation*. 

1960 Apr 13 Harland & Wolff launch MV Arlanza in Belfast for Royal Mail Lines, the last 
passenger liner launched there (completed Sep 23). 

1960 Apr 20 Kent County Council/BTC officially open new Kingsferry Bridge (vertical lift 
road/rail; Mott, Hay & Anderson, engineers). 

1960 Apr 24 BR ER opens Finsbury Park diesel depot (111 ft 6 in. (34 m) span roof). 

1960 May - N. Francis & Co. Ltd, parcels carrier, sold to BRS (Parcels). 

1960 May - Britax introduce cross-shoulder car seatbelts to UK. 

1960 May  2 P&O–Orient Lines (Passenger Services) Ltd formed to place fleets under 
common management. 

1960 May 6–7 Norfolk & Western Railway runs last steam locomotive. 

1960 May 27 CIÉ operates last Guinness traffic from James Street Harbour, Grand Canal 
(Barge 51M to Limerick). 

1960 Jun early British Aircraft Corporation begins operation as merger of Bristol Aircraft, 
English Electric Aviation, Hunting Aircraft and Vickers-Armstrongs (Aircraft). 



1960 Jun  1 Radio Éireann is transferred from direct control of the Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs to a separate public authority. 

1960 Jun 3–6 (Whitsun Holiday weekend) Car speed limit of 50 mph (80 km/h) imposed 
experimentally on designated main roads; continues over subsequent holiday 
weekends into 1961. 

1960 Jun 18 Middleton Railway opens as first standard-gauge heritage line, initially using 
diesel traction; and regular services (from Sep 1) being freight only. Pioneer 
Hunslet diesel shunter (works 1697 of 1932)* is acquired for service. 

1960 Jun 18 Jaguar Cars takes over Daimler. 

1960 Jun 23 Motor Vehicles (Tests) Regulations introduce “MoT” test for vehicles over 10 
years old (?wef Sep 12). 

1960 Jul  1 British United Airways formed by merger of Airwork (including Channel Air 
Bridge), Hunting-Clan Air Transport, Air Charter, Morton Air Services, Olley Air 
Service, Transair and Bristow Helicopter, becoming the largest independent 
airline (controlled by Britiish & Commonwealth Shipping). 

1960 Jul  4 BR ‘Midland Pullman’, using dedicated ‘Blue Pullman’ 1st class DEMU sets (built 
by Metro-Cammell with North British-built MAN engines and air brakes), 
inaugurated, London St Pancras–Manchester Central via Peak. 

1960 Jul  8 TSS Esso Portsmouth becomes first tanker to moor at new Milford Haven 
refinery; she suffers a serious fire the following day. 

1960 Jul 11 Parliamentary Select Committee on Nationalised Industries (Low) reports. 
Considers BTC deficit chiefly attributable to railways through fixed interest 
payments on Transport stock, interest payments on government loans, and 
government interference in fares and charges; is critical of lack of objectives 
and financial management for BTC; considers BTC should not provide ‘social’ 
services which do not cover their costs. 

1960 Jul 15 UTA opens Oxford Street bus station, Belfast. 

1960 Jul 16 Blackpool Corporation takes delivery of tram trailer T1 from Metro-Cammell. 
The batch of 10 will be the last tramway vehicles to be built in Britain for more 
than thirty years. 

1960 Aug  - Last BR horse cartage, Birmingham Lawley Street, LMR. 

1960 Aug  4 Car speed limit of 40 mph (64 km/h) on designated main roads made 
permanent by Order under Road Traffic Act 1956. 

1960 Aug  4 Bedford TK cab-forward truck first rolls off Luton production line. Launched Sep 
23; in production until 1984. 

1960 Aug  7 Bluebell Railway opens as world’s first standard-gauge steam-worked heritage 
passenger line, under terms of Horsted Keynes & Sheffield Park Light Railway 
Order Jun 15. 

1960 Aug 21 BR ex-LMS 4-4-0 40907 hauls 9.05 am Sheffield–Derby, last compound 
locomotive to work in regular passenger service. 

1960 Aug 27 Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway opens as first narrow gauge new-build tourist 
line using heritage equipment, initially with diesel traction. (Closes 1985; 
reopens on new site at Skegness 3 May 2009.) 

1960 Sep - Marshall Reinig opens the first rural drive-in restaurant, the Ox in Flames on 
the Farnborough Bypass, although the concept is not extended at this time. 

1960 Sep  3 British Waterways hire boat Water Vixen explodes at Gayton. 

1960 Sep  3 Last auxiliary trading schooner, Kathleen & May* (Capt. Tommy Jewell, owner), 
brings her final cargo into her home port of Appledore. Auxiliary trading ketch 
Irene* of Bridgwater is also laid up during year. 



1960 Sep  7 Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway (15 in./381 mm gauge tourist line) acquired at 
auction from Keswick Granite Co. Ltd by representatives of R&ER Preservation 
Society. 

1960 Sep  7 Opening of North Ford Causeway connecting North Uist and Benbecula via 
Grimsay (5 miles/8 km), completing North and South Uist all-weather road link, 
Western Isles. Leads to substitution of GPO vans for last horseback mail 
delivery service. 

1960 Sep 10 Last BR slip coach operation, Bicester North, WR (5.10 pm ex Paddington). 

1960 Sep 12 BR inaugurates electric services Crewe–Manchester and officially opens 
reconstructed Manchester Oxford Road station (W.R. Headley, LMR architect). 
New signal boxes at Wilmslow, Sandbach and Manchester London Road use 
multiplex transmission, permitting control of wider areas. 

1960 Sep 12 LT Metropolitan line inaugurates electric services Rickmansworth–
Amersham/Chesham. 

1960 Sep 15 Death of Ernest Trench, chief engineer, L&NWR, 1909–23 (Marlborough) (b. 
1869). 

1960 Sep 19 First traffic wardens begin operation, in Westminster. 

1960 Sep 20 BR ER operates last steam suburban service out of Liverpool Street, 9.25 pm 
to Hertford East (N7 no. 69685). 

1960 Sep 23 Daimler Fleetline double-deck rear-engine bus launched with Birmingham-
liveried demonstrator. First example enters public service 1961. Main 
production run with Gardner engine 1962–81 exceeds 10K. 

1960 Sep 23 Morris/Austin FG series light commercial truck introduced, with ‘angle-planned’ 
(“threepenny-bit”) cab. 

1960 Sep 27 BR officially opens Travolator at Bank station (Waterloo & City line). 

1960 Sep 29 Stratford upon Avon Southern canal transfers to National Trust. 

1960 Oct  - Stedeford Committee (Special Advisory Group) reports on structure, finance 
and working of BTC (unpublished until 1991). Recommends closer control of 
investment and revision of charges policy; suggests appointing another body to 
review the future size of the railways and modernisation proposals. 

1960 Oct - BR WR withdraws 4-4-0 9017 (from Machynlleth); a private fund is started to 
preserve it in working order, the first for a standard gauge GWR locomotive; it 
is delivered from store in Oswestry to the Bluebell Railway Feb 1962. 

1960 Oct  - Henry Seddon & Sons Ltd, Middlewich, cease carrying salt traffic by narrow 
boat. 

1960 Oct  1 BR introduces standardised General Appendix. Uniform block telegraph 
regulations. 

1960 Oct  8 Sheffield Corporation runs its last trams (car 510*). 

1960 Oct 25 Severn Railway Bridge spans collapse in collision by Harker barges Arkendale 
H and Wastdale H, 10.30 pm (5 killed); bridge is closed permanently and 
Lydney Junction–Town closed to rail passengers. 

1960 Oct 28 Lancashire County Council opens M62 Stretford Eccles By-pass, the first urban 
motorway, including Barton High Level Bridge over Manchester Ship Canal, 
first major motorway viaduct (steel girder construction by Samuel Butler & Co., 
800 yds/730 m long, 100 ft/90 m above water level) (officially 21 Mar 1961). 
Tipping for viaduct approaches was first motorway construction. 

1960 Oct 31 Last trainload of Forest of Dean coal is shipped at Lydney docks, into Silvey’s 
motor trow Yarra. 

1960 Nov - BR ER completes uprating Shenfield electrification from 1500 V DC to 25 kV AC. 



1960 Nov - Thames Conservancy begins programme of converting lock mechanisms 
between Teddington and Oxford to hydraulic operation at Shiplake (programme 
completed Nov 1969 at Godstow). 

1960 Nov  5 BR Clyde ‘blue train’ electric services inaugurated, the first in Scotland. 25 kV 
AC, with 6.25 kV on clearance-restricted sections; hence first system with 
voltage changeover. Mk II overhead line equipment with sagged simple 
catenary and many steel components rather than copper. New through station 
at Hyndland. (Full commercial service Nov 7. Electric service suspended due to 
on-train transformer problems Dec 19 and reinstated 1 Oct 1961.) 

1960 Nov 20 Vulcan Foundry deliver D6700*, first class 37, to BR ER. The class will see 
more than 50 years service on the national rail network. 

1960 Nov 21 BR Great Eastern suburban electrification extends from Liverpool Street to 
Enfield Town, Hertford East, Chingford and Bishops Stortford (25/6.25 kV) with 
reinstatement of local services via Theobalds Grove and new stations at 
Broxbourne and Harlow Town (H.H. Powell, ER architect). 

1960 Nov 24  Death of William H. Morton, locomotive engineer in Ireland (Dublin) (b. 1877). 

1960 Nov 26  BR WR opens power signal box at Plymouth. 

1960 Dec  3 Orient Line’s SS Oriana sets out on maiden voyage Southampton–Sydney, the 
line’s last new passenger ship and, at 41,923 tg, the largest liner built in Britain 
(launched at Vickers-Armstrong Shipbuilders Ltd, Barrow-in-Furness 3 Nov 
1959, the last liner built there). 

1960 Dec 20 Government White Paper Reorganisation of the Nationalised Transport 
Undertakings proposes abolition of BTC. 

1960 Dec 31 CIÉ runs last trains on isolated Waterford & Tramore Railway (pm). 

 1961 

1961 BR withdraws last of several 4-4-0 locomotive classes from normal service 
during year: ex-LMS 41168 from store at Monument Lane Jul (BR’s last 
compound); ex-LSWR T9 30287 from Eastleigh Sep 16; ex-NBR 62496 Glen 
Loy from Eastfield Dec 31; also UTA withdraws last ex-NCC U2s Dec 15. 

1961  Last carrying craft completed for BWB during year: Admiral class motor & butty 
pairs Mountbatten* & Jellicoe* and Lindsay* & Keppel* by W.J. Yarwood & 
Sons Ltd, Northwich; and River class (“blue top”) butties Lyn, Rye, Tow and 
Yeo by E.C. Jones & Son (Brentford) Ltd. 

1961 -- - Last ‘railway dog’ to collect for Woking Homes, ‘Kim’ at Exeter. 

1961 -- - Hudswell Clarke build their last steam locomotives, and the last British standard 
gauge 0-4-0STs, works 1891–3 for NCB South Barnsley Area. 

1961 -- - Rural Bus Services (Jack Committee) main report proposes subsidy by county 
councils. 

1961 -- - Swiss postal service operates last horse-drawn stagecoach, Avers–Juf. 

1961 -- - Cropthorne watergate, Lower Avon Navigation, removed, the last flashlock. 

1961 -- - Willow Wren replaces horse haulage on lower Grand Union Canal by tractors. 

1961 -- - Arguably the first postwar canal cruiser built on traditional lines, wooden short 
boat Trees* launched by Samuel Barlow Coal Co., Braunston. 

1961 -- - Last sail-using coastal vessel in British Isles ceases trading commercially, 
auxiliary schooner De Wadden*, owned in Arklow. 

1961 -- - Ford Motor Co. of the US buys out the remaining 45% British interest in its UK 
operations. 

1961 Jan  1 BR abolishes Early Morning Returns outside London area. 

1961 Jan  1 BR Gravesend ferry piers transfer from ER to SR. 



1961 Jan  2 BR inaugurates Trans-Pennine DMU service, Hull–Liverpool. 

1961 Jan 10 BMMO introduces first of two prototype underfloor-engine double-deck buses 
(D10 class) into public service. 

1961 Jan 16 Vulcan Foundry deliver first production Deltic diesel, D9001, to BR ER. 

1961 Jan 31 CIÉ runs last trains on West Clare Railway, the last Irish narrow gauge (3 
ft/0.914 m) public railway operation. 

1961 Feb - CIÉ places its first General Motors (US)-built diesel locomotives into service, 
single-cab B121 (builders’ GL8) class. 

1961 Feb - ACV announces takeover of Transport Equipment (Thornycroft) Ltd. 

1961 Feb  6 BR installs first automatic level crossing barrier, on B5030 at Spath, N. Staffs. 
(authorised 1957). 

1961 Feb 11 Accident between Rugby and Lutterworth on BR GC main line: passenger train 
collides with wreckage following plain track derailment of short wheelbase 
wagon (driver killed); first of many such serious derailments. 

1961 Feb 16 Tanker barge BP Explorer capsizes in Severn below Sharpness (5 Harker crew 
killed). 

1961 Feb 24 Last fireless locomotive, 0-6-0 Barclay 2376, delivered to customer, Dorman 
Long (Steel), Lackenby (scrapped c. Nov 1967). 

1961 Feb 28 BR ER replaces Gravesend–Tilbury passenger ferry steamers with diesel 
vessels (with Voith-Schneider propulsion units).  

1961 Mar - Bristol installs first parking meters outside London.  

1961 Mar c. North of Scotland, Orkney & Shetland Shipping Co. sold to Coast Lines. 

1961 Mar  6 First minicabs in London: Carline in Wimbledon and Welbeck Motors (using red 
Renault Dauphines). 

1961 Mar 15 Jaguar E-type sports car introduced (Malcolm Sayer, designer). In production 
until 1974. 

1961 Mar 20 Birth of Michael O’Leary, airline executive (Mullingar). 

1961 Mar 22 Major fire at Glasgow Corporation’s Dalmarnock depot destroys 50 trams. 

1961 Mar 26 Mexborough & Swinton Traction Co. (BET) trolleybus system closes, the last in 
private ownership, and with an all-single-deck fleet. 

1961 Mar 29 BTC opens first section of Museum of British Transport in former bus garage, 
Clapham (John M. Scholes, curator). 

1961 Mar 31 CIÉ runs last trains on West Cork railway system. 

1961 Apr- - Government White Paper The Financial and Economic Obligations of the 
Nationalised Industries proposes that state corporations should break even 
over five years and build reserves. 

1961 Apr  6 CIÉ officially closes Royal Canal to navigation. 

1961 Apr 12 Yuri Gagarin becomes first man in space (Vostok 1*). 

1961 Apr 15 Last through navigation of Standedge Tunnel (HNC, until 2001) by Leeds 
Telephone Area Sports Club/R&CHS/RCTS party. (?Repeated 1962.) 

1961 Apr 28 Reading Transport Society established; becomes British Trolleybus Society Apr 
1971. 

1961 Apr 24 Canadian Pacific Steamships’ RMS Empress of Canada sets out on maiden 
voyage Liverpool–Montreal, the line’s last new passenger ship (launched at 
Vickers-Armstrong Shipbuilders Ltd, Walker on Tyne 10 May 1960; last 
passage for CP 1965). 



1961 Apr 24 Agreement for Leyland Motors to take over motor car builder Standard-
Triumph. 

1961 Apr 29 Harland & Wolff run trials of P&O liner SS Canberra (with turbo-electric 
propulsion) in Belfast Lough, the last passenger liner completed there 
(launched 16 Mar 1960). 

1961 May - BWB Caledonian Canal tug/icebreaker MV Scot II begins cruises on Loch Ness 
from Inverness. 

1961 May  1   Last issue of Bradshaw’s Guide (covers to Jun 11). 

1961 May  9 Scottish Omnibuses Group (Holdings) Ltd takes over control of BTC Scottish 
bus operating subsidiaries and W. Alexander & Sons Ltd split into Fife, 
Northern and Midland companies, the latter also incorporating David Lawson 
Ltd. 

1961 May 29 Admiralty operates last train on Lodge Hill & Upnor Railway (2 ft 6 in./76 cm 
gauge). 

1961 Spr - Air Transport Licencing Board begins operation licencing services, being 
obliged to look favourably on applications from independents, under terms of 
Civil Aviation Act 1960. 

1961 Jun - SMT splits W. Alexander & Sons bus operations into Fife, Midland and 
Northern companies. 

1961 Jun - Opening of first estuarine marina, Dartmouth. 

1961 Jun - Cunard Eagle Airways (having ordered two Boeing 707 jets in May) is licensed 
by the ATLB as a scheduled carrier Heathrow–New York JFK; however, on 
appeal by BOAC, the licence is revoked in Oct. 

1961 Jun  1 Dr Richard Beeching becomes chairman of BTC. 

1961 Jun  2–Sep  4  P&O liner SS Canberra maiden voyage Southampton–Suez–Fremantle–
Sydney–Los Angeles & return. 

1961 Jun 10 Last (freight) train operated by BR over Kent & East Sussex Railway. Residual 
grain traffic to Hodson’s Siding susbsequently operated by Hodson’s Mill 
owner. 

1961 Jun 12 BR introduces 4-character train describer system on LMR. 

1961 Jun 21 Last Guinness barge on the Liffey. 

1961 later - Lavenham railway convalescent home closed. 

1961 Jul - Renault 4 introduced. In production until 1992, it will be the best-selling French 
car. 

1961 Jul  1 BR ceases operation of Grimsby & Immingham Tramway. 

1961 Jul 10 Last boat uses Ashton Canal (James Hewitt’s Nippy). Lower Peak Forest Canal 
also becomes unnavigable by end of year. 

1961 Jul 16 BR Singleton Bank accident, LMR: DMU express collides with stationary ballast 
train following errors in temporary single line working (7 killed). 

1961 Jul 21 Cheshire and Lancashire County Councils open Runcorn–Widnes Bridge to 
road traffic, at this time the longest (combination trussed) steel arch in Europe 
and remaining the longest in Britain (Mott, Hay & Anderson, engineers). 
Crosville introduce a regular Chester–Liverpool service over it. Adjacent 
Widnes Transporter Bridge makes last public journey. 

1961 Jul 22 English Electric Co. Ltd acquires W.H. Dorman & Co. Ltd and its subsidiary 
W.G. Bagnall Ltd; the latter’s locomotive building at Stafford is phased out. 

1961 Jul 26 Speed limit for coaches on ordinary roads raised from 30 to 40 mph (64 km/h) 
by Motor Vehicles (Variation of Speed Limit) Regulations. 



1961 Jul 27 Manchester, Bolton & Bury and Dearne & Dove Canals closed to navigation, 
also portions of Ashton and Lancaster Canals and of BCN, under terms of BTC 
Act. 

1961 Smr ? Temporary freeze on railway investment. 

1961 Aug  1 Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations permit 36 ft 
(11 m) single-deck buses, an unprecedented 20% length increase; also 8 ft 2½ 
in. (2.5 m) width. 

1961 Sep–Nov 30 Strike at Rootes Group’s British Steel Pressings plant, Acton. 

1961 Sep - Reading Transport Society buys Reading Corporation 113* (AEC 1939), first 
trolleybus sold for private preservation. 

1961 Sep  8 BR’s ‘The Elizabethan’ makes last non-stop King’s Cross–Edinburgh run (the 
following day’s equivalent service being unnamed and calling at Newcastle; 
60022 Mallard* and 60009 Union of South Africa*). 

1961 Sep  9 LT runs its last locomotive-hauled passenger services, and its last north of 
Amersham (Metropolitan line). Amersham–Aylesbury services transfer wholly to 
BR Sep 11 (line formally transferred 18 Apr 1952). Cravens 1961 stock takes 
over Metropolitan services. 

1961 Sep 10 Last day of BR passenger services over former Midland & South Western 
Junction Railway. 

1961 Sep 10 Shannon accident: President Airlines Douglas DC-6 N90773 crashes (83 killed). 

1961 Sep 11 Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. last regular sailing from Fleetwood (TS Mona’s 
Queen). 

1961 Sep 16–17 Remnants of Atlantic hurricane ‘Debbie’ strike Ireland and Scotland, 
severely disrupting transport and communications (16 killed). 

1961 Oct - Jaguar Cars buys Guy Motors of Wolverhampton (in receivership). 

1961 Oct c. Central SMT takes over bus operations of J. Laurie & Co., Burnbank, Hamilton 
t/a Chieftain. 

1961 Oct/Nov Start of demolition of ‘Doric arch’ at Euston station. 

1961 Oct 13 BMC Bathgate truck factory begins production. 

1961 Oct 16 Department of Transport and Power opens Cork Airport. 

1961 Oct 17 British Transport Films’ Terminus (John Schlesinger, director) inaugurates 
London Film Festival. 

1961 Oct 24 Tamar Bridge opens to (tolled) road traffic (Tamar Bridge & Torpoint Ferry Joint 
Committee of Cornwall County & Plymouth City Councils, owner; Mott, Hay & 
Anderson, engineers; official opening 26 Apr 1962), superseding Saltash 
floating bridge. 

1961 Oct 25 Birth of Willie Walsh, airline executive (Dublin). 

1961 Nov - Self-service petrol pump introduced (Southwark Bridge, following experimental 
installation at Patcham). 

1961 Nov 16 LCC opens Hammersmith Flyover (681 yds (623 m) precast units prestressed 
together; Guy Maunsell & Partners, consultant engineers; Marples Ridgway 
contractors). 

1961 Nov 17 Runnymede Bridge officially opens to road traffic as part of A30 Staines By-
pass, first postwar Thames crossing on new site (clad concrete arch; C.W. 
Glover & Partners, engineers, and George Stewart, architect, to 1939 design by 
H.W. Fitzsimons and Edwin Lutyens). 

1961 Nov 20 Trinity House first illuminates new Dungeness Lighthouse (Philip W. Hunt, 
engineer; Clifford Newbold of Ronald Ward & Partners, architects). 



1961 Nov 25 CSP (Irish Services) TSS Caledonian Princess takes up station at Stranraer for 
Larne crossing, last railway steamer built by Denny (launched at Dumbarton 
Apr 5) and first high-capacity passenger/stern-loading short sea vessel. 

1961 Nov 27 CIÉ introduces its first Cú Uladh express coach service, single manned, 
Dublin–Cavan. 

1961 Nov 29 West Riding County Council opens A1 Wentbridge Viaduct, Wakefield, to road 
traffic, at this time the longest prestressed concrete span in Europe (F.A. 
Simms, engineer; S.M. Lovell, county surveyor). 

1961 late - BR SR withdraws last ‘birdcage’ brake coach from public service (S3324S). 

1961 Dec - RoSPA establishes Tufty Club to promote road safety amongst younger 
children (the character Tufty Fluffytail having been created by Elsie Mills in 
1953). 

1961 Dec  8 English and French national electricity grids connected by Cross-Channel 
submarine cable (Echingen (Boulogne)–Dungeness (Lydd), 65 km/40 miles, 
160 MW high voltage DC, cable by ASEA). 

1961 Dec 15 BR ER Connington South accident: four freight/ECS trains collide under 
permissive block working. 

1961 Dec 20 BR WR places first D1000 Western class diesel-hydraulic locomotive into traffic, 
Western Enterprise, built at Swindon. 

1961 Dec 23 White Lady Chairlift opens, Cairngorm. 

1961 Dec 31 Telefís Éireann begins broadcasting. 

 1962 

1962 BR withdraws 2921 steam locomotives during year. 

1962 -- - BR reduces standard working week for conciliation grades to 42 hrs. 

1962 -- - BR National Sundries Plan: number of freight depots to be reduced to 244. 

1962 -- - BR ScR fully dieselises Highland lines. 

1962 -- - 6-wheel railway coaches last carry passengers on CIÉ. 

1962 -- - CIÉ installs first automatic level crossing barrier in Ireland, at Grange. 

1962 -- - Dudley No. 1 Canal officially closes. 

1962 -- - Thames Steam Tug & Lighterage Co. Ltd merges with General Lighterage Ltd 
to form Thames & General Lighterage Ltd. 

1962 -- - Road Services (Caledonian) Ltd acquired by Tayforth group. 

1962 -- - Peel PSO 3-wheel microcar introduced by Peel Engineering, Isle of Man. 

1962 -- - Northern Aircraft Preservation Society formed, the first such voluntary body; 
takes Avro Avian 594 IIIA biplane G-EBZM* (1928) into its care. 

1962 Jan Ian Allan publishes first issue of Modern Railways, monthly magazine, 
superseding Trains Illustrated (Geoffrey Freeman Allen, editor). 

1962 Jan - BR’s first national timetable of principal services introduced. 

1962 Jan - BR ScR withdraws last Improved Director class 4-4-0 locomotive from normal 
service. 

1962 Jan - Last of Samuel Barlow Coal Co. narrow boat fleet sold to Blue Line Canal 
Carriers Ltd (Michael Streat). 

1962 Jan - British Aviation Services (parent of Silver City Airways) taken over directly by 
P&O which places it under subsidiary Air Holdings Ltd together with British 
United Airways and Channel Air Bridge. 

1962 Jan  1 BR abolishes Early Morning Returns in London area. 



1962 Jan  1 British Transport Commission Police cease to cover BW property. 

1962 Jan  9 Partial collapse of Marple Aqueduct (Peak Forest Canal). 

1962 Jan 17 Maintenance of Witham Navigation transferred to Lincolnshire River Board, 
under terms of statutory Order. Navigation at High Bridge, Lincoln, deepened to 
5 ft (1.5 m) in 1950. 

1962 Jan 18 Union-Castle liner RMS Transvaal Castle (undocked at John Brown & Co. 
(Clydebank) Ltd 17 Jan 1961) makes maiden voyage Southampton–Durban, 
perhaps the last major British ship built to enter the regular passenger liner 
trade. 

1962 Jan 20 BR runs last passenger trains Barnard Castle–Penrith over Stainmore summit. 

1962 Feb  1 BR SR introduces first electro-diesel locomotive, JA (73/0) E6001*. 

1962 Feb  1 Loganair, the Scottish airline, established. 

1962 Feb 12 AHL MV Fountains Abbey fire: cargo ship abandoned at sea on Bremen–Hull 
service (2 killed). 

1962 Mar - BR WR dieselises regular South Wales–Paddington services. 

1962 Mar - BMC produces first AD016 economy car as Morris 1100 from Cowley (launch 
Aug 15; Alec Issigonis and Charles Griffin, engineers; Pininfarina, stylists; 
hydrolastic suspension designed by Alex Moulton). Over 2M of model built to 
June 1974, and best seller for most of decade. 

1962 Mar  1 BR officially opens rebuilt Coventry station. 

1962 Mar 27 Cunard Eagle Airways becomes the first British independent to carry 
passengers in a pure jet airliner, Boeing 707 Bermuda–New York; on Mar 28 it 
withdraws from IATA and on May 5 introduces first jet on its London–Bermuda–
Miami service. 

1962 Apr - BTC sets up committee to manage BR (Dr Beeching, chairman). 

1962 Apr  1 CIÉ railway hotels transfer to new subsidiary Ostlanna Iompair Éireann. 

1962 Apr  1 Belfast (Bellevue) Zoo transferred from Corporation Transport Department to 
Parks & Cemeteries Department. 

1962 Apr  2 BR LMR introduces conductor-guards with Omniprinter tickets on Bedford–
Bletchley service. 

1962 Apr  2 First Panda Crossing, York Road, Lambeth. It exhibits an over-complex 
sequence of pulsating and flashing lights. 

1962 Apr 17 Reduced clearances permitted for 25 kV overhead railway electrification. 

1962 Apr 19 North British Locomotive Co. of Springburn, Glasgow, enters liquidation. 
Goodwill passes to Andrew Barclay. Last BR locomotive delivered Nov (last 
built in Scotland), B-B diesel-hydraulic D6357. 

1962 Apr 26 First (part)-British satellite, Ariel 1, launched by NASA Thor Delta rocket from 
Cape Canaveral. 

1962 Apr 30 (wef) BR withdraws regular passenger services from Denbigh. 

1962 May  8 LT runs last trolleybus services. Most vehicles scrapped at Hendon. Remianing 
central bus routes revert to numbering within 1–299 sequence. 

1962 May 10 Linton lock Navigation Commissioners resolve to close the lock. 

1962 May 23 Isle of Man Steam Packet Manx Maid makes first crossing, Liverpool–Douglas, 
its first (side-loading) car ferry. 

1962 May 27 BR opens new cutting bypassing Farnley Tunnel on Newcastle & Carlisle line. 

1962 Jun - Leyland Motors takes over ACV. 



1962 Jun - BOAC-Cunard absorb Cunard Eagle Airways, whose services are fully merged 
into BOAC Sep 30. 

1962 Jun  1 BR to paint yellow cantrail stripe on 1st class coaches. 

1962 Jun  3 BR Lincoln accident, ER: diverted sleeping car train driven by conductor driver 
derailed taking Lincoln Central station curve at excessive speed, 12.49 am (3 
killed). 

1962 Jun  3 BR ordinary 2nd class fares increased to 3d/mile. 

1962 Jun  8 BR ScR introduces regular Glasgow–Aberdeen expresses with accelerated 3 
hr timing normally worked by A4 Pacifics (until 3 Sep 1966 when last are 
withdrawn). 

1962 Jun 10 Lower Avon Navigation officially reopens Tewkesbury–Evesham. 

1962 Jun 15 Belfast Corporation opens Belfast Transport Museum at Witham Street. 

1962 Jun 17 LT quadruple tracks Northwood Hills–Watford South Junction open to traffic, 
completing Metropolitan Line reconstruction programme of Nov 1934. 

1962 Jun 18 BR ER timetable introduces high-speed high-utilisation inter-city services using 
Deltic diesels (Gerry Fiennes, former ER Line traffic manager). 

1962 Jun 18 BR ER introduces full electric service on London, Tilbury & Southend line. 

1962 Jun 18 BR SR inaugurates full Kent Coast phase 2 electric services with resignalling, 
leading to withdrawal of older SR steam classes. 

1962 Jun 22 Great Western Railway Museum, Swindon, officially opens. 

1962 Jun 22 Death of Sir Robert Inglis, railway civil engineer (Helensburgh) (b. 1881). 

1962 Jul - BR makes first withdrawal of Standard class locomotive, 4MT 2-6-4T 80103 at 
Stratford works with cracked frame. 

1962 Jul 10 First section of motorway in Northern Ireland opens, M1 Belfast–Lisburn (6.5 
miles/10 km), partly on course of Lagan Navigation (closed 1957). (Robert 
McFall, a Belfast motorcyclist, is the first user.) 

1962 Jul 11 First transatlantic satellite television signal relayed via AT&T’s Telstar; picked 
up by "Arthur", the world's first parabolic satellite communications antenna at 
the GPO’s new Goonhilly Downs tracking station, Cornwall, 01.00. 

1962 Jul 20–Sep 17 World’s first scheduled passenger hovercraft service, Rhyl beach–
Wallasey (Leasowe), using Vickers prototype VA-3-001 (experimental, actually 
operating for 19 days only; postal covers carried). 

1962 Aug  1 Transport Act abolishes BTC wef 1 Jan 1963. Liability for Transport Stock 
transfers to Treasury and Boards relieved of some commencing debt. Deficit 
grants payable to BRB and BWB for 5 years. Boards freed of common carrier 
obligations but BR prohibited from carrying freight throughout by road. BRB 
freed from obligatory station stops other than for named individuals. Transport 
Tribunal (London Fares & Miscellaneous Charges Division) to make orders 
relating to London passenger charges scheme. Establishes Nationalised 
Transport Advisory Council, Central Transport Consultative Committee and 
area Transport Users Consultative Committees; the latter when considering rail 
closures are to consider only personal hardship to regular users, not 
economics, and to report to Minister of Transport; no longer to have bus 
services within their remit. Boards given power to develop their property 
commercially. Defines consolidated local authority rate payments made by 
Boards as lump sum levies. Places special duty on British Waterways Board to 
consider disposal of waterways on which it is not ‘expedient’ to provide 
services, and removes until the end of 1967 any obligation on it to maintain any 
waterway unnavigable as of 1961. British Transport Police placed under control 
of BRB with requirement to reorganise. Department of Transport responsible 
for rail research. 



1962 Aug  1 A465 Heads of the Valleys Road first section opens (Rendel, Palmer & Tritton, 
consultant engineers). 

1962 Aug  1 Pipe-lines Act provides legislative framework for construction of long-distance 
pipelines. 

1962 Aug 22 Agreement brokered by Ministry of Public Building & Works for repair of Marple 
Aqueduct (Peak Forest Canal) to be funded by Cheshire and other local 
authorities with financial contribution by BWB in lieu of demolition costs. 
Aqueduct is scheduled as an Ancient Monument. 

1962 Aug 23/Sep 19  BR announces Workshop Reorganisation Plan, with closure of 12 out of 
29 works and loss of 17K+ jobs over 5 years. 

1962 later BR withdraws last gas-lit coaches, Culm Valley branch, WR. 

1962 Sep - BR/NCB introduce first coal concentration depot, Enfield Chase. 

1962 Sep - Rochdale Committee of Inquiry into the Major Ports of Great Britain, concludes 
there is over-capacity. 

1962 Sep  2 Glasgow Corporation runs its last trams in normal service. It is the last operator 
to run them in conjunction with both trolley- and motor buses. 

1962 Sep  8 Last day of BR WR passenger services over any part of Didcot, Newbury & 
Southampton line; last day of through passenger services onto Somerset & 
Dorset line (92220 Evening Star* hauls last ‘Pines Express’ to travel over this 
route; train subsequently diverted to run via Market Drayton, Wellington, 
Birmingham Snow Hill, Oxford and Basingstoke); last day of passenger 
services on Whitland & Cardigan branch. 

1962 Sep 10 BR ER fully dieselises services internal to East Anglia. 

1962 Sep 12 Last standard-gauge steam freight train on a US class 1 railroad, Colorado & 
Southern Railway, Leadville–Climax (locomotive 641*). 

1962 Sep 16 Liverpool & North Wales Steamship Co. makes last excursion sailings prior to 
going into liquidation. TSMV St Trillo sold to P. & A. Campbell 1963. 

1962 Sep 20 LT inaugurates work on Victoria Line. 

1962 Sep 21 Ford Cortina car launched, at £573 (first off Dagenham production line Jun 4). 
4M produced until 22 Jul 1982 (when replaced in Britain by Sierra), and best 
seller every year 1972–81. 

1962 Sep 25 Last steam locomotive built in Scotland, Andrew Barclay works no. 2377 (a 70 
cm gauge 0-6-2 subcontracted from Bagnall) is despatched to its customer in 
Sumatra. 

1962 Sep 28 Brush Traction hands over its first type 4 (class 47) diesel-electric, D1500*, to 
BR ER, Loughborough. (Enters traffic from 34G Clarence Yard; works King’s 
Cross–Hull Oct 8). 512 built until 1968, the largest diesel class. (Wilkes & 
Ashmore, design consultants.) 

1962 Oct - National Council on Inland Transport established as a pressure group. 

1962 Oct  4 General Motors EMD completes its 25000th diesel-electric locomotive at La 
Grange. 

1962 Oct  3 NUR national rail strike. 

1962 Oct  5 LT (Metropolitan Line) last operates compartment stock with 1st class 
accommodation.  

1962 Oct 14 First bus lane, in London (Berkeley Street). 

1962 Oct 17 London County Council opens Park Lane Underpass. 

1962 Oct 21 Last boats use northern section of Cannock Extension Canal prior to closure 
due to subsidence. 



1962 Oct 22 Manchester Ringway opens the first hub and pier terminal in Europe. 

1962 Oct 28 BR WR completes reconstruction of Chepstow Bridge. 

1962 Oct 28 Blackpool Corporation runs last trams on Marton route, the last with all street 
running. 

1962 Nov  1 Last new trolleybus enters service, Bournemouth 301* (Sunbeam MF2B). In Mar 
1963 the decision is taken to abandon the trolleybus system and Bournemouth 
takes delivery of first replacement motor buses later that year. 

1962 Nov  1 Drivers of ‘C’ licence HGVs under 16 cwt ulw exempted from certain record-
keeping. 

1962 Nov - Moulton small-wheel bicycle introduced (Alex Moulton, designer). 

1962 Nov 17 BR completes its last standard goods brake van, at Ashford Works. 

1962 Nov 17 Seaham life-boat disaster: RNLB George Elmy* capsizes entering harbour after 
service to coble Economy (all 5 life-boat crew & 4 survivors killed). 

1962 late - CIÉ withdraws last 2-4-0 locomotive in service in the British Isles, ex-MGWR 
G2 class 654, from Athlone. 

1962 Dec  - BR WR withdraws last King class 4-6-0s, all having been taken out of service 
during year (last workings to Wolverhampton Sep 9), principal services being 
taken over by Western class diesel-hydraulics. 

1962 Dec  - National Air Traffic Control Services established. 

1962 Dec  1 Scottish Omnibuses take over Baxter’s Bus Services, Airdrie. 

1962 Dec  6 BRB meets for first time (Dr Beeching, chairman). 

1962 Dec  6 LT withdraws all London buses from service due to smog (Dec 4–6, last major 
London smog: c.1K killed). 

1962 Dec 10 CIÉ places its first twin-cab General Motors (US)-built diesel locomotives into 
service, B141 (builders’ JL8) class. 

1962 Dec 12 GPO officially opens first all-electronic public telephone exchange in Europe, 
Highgate Wood (London), built by Joint Electronic Research Council member 
organisations. 

1962 Dec 14 BR Mk 2 prototype coach, W13252* (with B4 bogies), makes test run from 
Swindon Works. 

1962 Dec 23–1963 Mar Coldest winter of century with lying snow for much of period. 

1962 Dec 26 BR Coppenhall Junction accident, LMR: rear-end collision following signal 
passed at danger in snowy conditions (18 killed). 

1962 Dec 26 Bluebell Railway runs ‘Father Christmas’ trains. 

1962 Dec 29 BR SR withdraws Schools class 4-4-0s. 

1962 Dec 30 BR runs last passenger trains to Brecon. (Brecon & Merthyr line closed to 
freight wef 3 May 1964.) 

1962 Dec 31 Forth & Clyde Canal officially closes, under terms of Forth & Clyde Canal 
(Extinguishment of Rights of Navigation) Act (Mar). 

1962 Dec late Strabane Canal officially abandoned over upper section. 

 1963 

1963 ? First foreign-built locomotive imported for preservation, 2 ft (60 cm) gauge 
Orenstein & Koppel 5834/12* from Spain by Sir Peter Allen. 

1963 -- - CIÉ introduces one-man operation of rural single-deck stage carriage services. 

1963 -- - Remaining 11 miles/18 km of St Helens Canal officially abandoned, under 
terms of British Waterways Act. 



1963 -- - Gas Council begins regular import of Liquified Natural Gas in the world’s first 
purpose-built carriers, MV Methane Princess and Methane Progress (launched 
at British yards in 1962), from new Compagnie Algérienne du méthane liquide 
terminal at Arzew to Canvey Island, with onward transmission available by new 
high-pressure pipeline to Leeds. 

1963 -- - Last triple-expansion steamship in service with David MacBrayne, Loch Frisa, 
sold out of service to Greek flag as George Skouras. 

1963 Jan - Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Co. ceases rolling stock construction. 

1963 Jan - BR introduces ‘Clacton Express’ EMUs (class AM9, later 309, built at York), the 
first 25 kV AC express units, with Commonwealth bogies and maroon livery. 
Regular timetables require maximum speeds of 90 mph (145 km/h). 

1963 Jan  1 BTC abolished, under terms of Transport Act 1962; establishment of British 
Railways Board, London Transport Board, British Transport Docks Board, 
British Waterways Board, and Transport Holding Co.; all reporting directly to 
Minister of Transport; railway area boards become statutory regional boards; 
BR workshops placed under central control; shipping services transfer from BR 
regions to Shipping & International Services Division (wef 1966). Railway area 
structure proposed, with duties of stationmasters transferred to area managers 
(except on SR). Statutory BR/LT co-operation, partly through Passenger 
Transport Committee for London. Scottish Omnibuses reconstituted as Scottish 
Bus Group. British Transport Commission Police renamed British Transport 
Police. British Transport Hotels Ltd established as BRB subsidiary later in year 
(Frank Hole, general manager). BRB begins publishing Rail News in 
succession to regional staff magazines. 

1963 Jan  1 BTC having acquired remaining preference shares, Pullman Car Co. operations 
are merged with BR on-train catering. 

1963 Jan  1 BR adjusts regional boundaries: LMR takes control of most WR lines in the 
West Midlands, north of Aynho and west (motive power depots transferred Sep 
9); WR takes control of SR lines west of Salisbury.  

1963 Jan  1 Motor vehicle registration year suffix letter (A) introduced in many licensing 
areas; some adopt in 1964. 

1963 Jan 23 Counties Cork and Waterford open replacement Youghal Bridge over 
Blackwater, prestressed concrete fixed span. 

1963 Feb - Leyland Motor Corporation established (Sir Henry Spurrier, chairman). 

1963 Feb c. Holt’s Glen Line commissions its last (Glenlyon class) cargo liner MV 
Glenfalloch (Harry Meek, designer; launched at Fairfield Shipbuilding & 
Engineering, Govan 3 Jul 1962). 

1963 Feb  1 Geoffrey Jones begins filming the British Transport Films short Snow on BR. 

1963 Feb  9 Speed limit for HGVs outside built-up areas raised from 30 to 40 mph (20 to 30 
mph with trailers) by Regulations. 

1963 Feb 18 BR LMR Carlisle (Kingmoor) hump marshalling yard becomes operational (both 
up and down yards fully opened Jun 4). 

1963 Feb late? Harold Bamberg buys back controlling interest in Cunard Eagle Airways, 
relaunching it from Aug 9 under the British Eagle International Airlines name. 

1963 Mar  7 Agreement for Jaguar Cars to acquire Coventry Climax fork truck manufacturer. 

1963 Mar  8 First Ford Anglia 105E (1 KF)* off Halewood (Liverpool) production line. (1M of 
model produced Sep 1959–1967.) 

1963 Mar  8 First International Subscriber Dialling telephone call made, from Fleet Building, 
London, to Paris. 

1963 Mar 27 Publication of The Reshaping of British Railways (the ‘Beeching report’) 
proposing large-scale closure of lines, stations and local services, noting that 



half the route mileage carries 4% of total passenger miles and 5% of total 
freight ton miles. 

1963 Mar 30 CIÉ operates steam locomotives in regular service for the last time, ex-GNR(I) 
0-6-0 no. 15 and 4-4-2T no. 143 of Dublin Amiens Street shed. Ex-GNR(I) V 
class 4-4-0 85 Merlin* is laid aside at Dundalk, the last compound available for 
service in the British Isles. Ex-GS&WR J15 class 0-6-0s work an enthusiasts’ 
tour Jun 1964. 

1963 Mar 31 Railway Clearing House closes. 

1963 Spr ? Seymour-Roseblade of Leicester begin canal carrying. 

1963 Apr - Turnbull’s Garage introduces self-service petrol station, Plymouth (Charles 
roundabout). 

1963 Apr  1? BR Speedfreight container trains introduced. 

1963 Apr  1 BR/BEA Watford–Heathrow Airport Railair Link coach service starts. 

1963 Apr  1 BWB ceases almost all general carrying; from Jul many contracts (mostly using 
Grand Union Canal) transfer and boats leased to reconstituted co-operative 
Willow Wren Canal Transport Services Ltd (Hayes; incorporated Apr 30; Leslie 
Morton, managing director), following effective cessation of narrow canal traffic 
since Christmas 1962 due to ice. 

1963 Apr  6 Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway reopens (in part) as heritage line (2 ft 6 
in./76 cm gauge). 

1963 Apr  8 First experimental LT automatically-driven train, District line. 

1963 Apr 16 ex-LNER Pacific 4472 Flying Scotsman* sold to a private individual for 
preservation (Alan Pegler), following its last BR working, King’s Cross–
Doncaster Jan 14. Rolled out of Doncaster Works in LNER livery Mar 26; first 
public working in his ownership, Paddington–Ruabon special Apr 20. 

1963 Apr 22 GLC introduces first of three end-loading vessels on Woolwich (Free) Ferry (MV 
James Newman) with Voith-Schneider cycloidal propellors, replacing paddle 
vessels. (They are side-loading until completion of new terminals in 1965.) 

1963 Apr 28 English Electric prototype Deltic diesel locomotive* presented to Science 
Museum, the first mainline diesel preserved. 

1963 Apr 30–Aug 28  Bristol bus boycott (led by youth worker Paul Stephenson and the West 
Indian Development Council) results in agreement between Bristol Omnibus 
Co. and TGWU to employ non-white operating staff. 

1963 May  2 Rootes open Linwood plant for manufacture of Hillman Imp car (closed by 
Peugeot Talbot 22 May 1981). 

1963 May  3 CIÉ takes delivery of its first integrally-constructed (aluminium-bodied) railway 
passenger coaches, from Cravens of Sheffield, introducing “black and tan” 
livery. 

1963 May  4 BWB opens Canal Museum, Stoke Bruerne (Charles Hadlow, curator). Includes 
narrow boat Northwich*, the first restored for display. 

1963 May 13 BTH closes Euston Hotel. 

1963 May 26 BR/British United Airways/SNCF inaugurate ‘Silver Arrow’ rail/air service 
London Victoria–Gatwick–Le Touquet (using rail spur built by Compagnie Air 
Transport)–Paris. 

1963 May 29 M2 Medway Bridge opened (1091 yds (997 m) cantilevered prestressed 
concrete box girder viaduct with suspended composite beam & slab closure 
sections; main span 167 yds (152 m); Oleg Kerensky of Freeman, Fox & 
Partners, engineers). 

1963 May 31 BR operates Middleton incline, Cromford & High Peak Railway, for last time, 
last BR steam winding engine* in service. 



1963 May 31 BR Gorton Works closed. 

1963 Smr - RNLI places first inshore rescue boats on station. 

1963 Jun  2 TMS opens Tramway Museum, Crich, initially operating with horse-drawn tram 
(Sheffield 15* & ‘Bonnie’). First electric operation 5 Jul 1964 (Blackpool & 
Fleetwood 2*). 

1963 Jun 16 BR ER operates last steam locomotives south of Hitchin on East Coast Main 
Line. 

1963 Jun 17 BR issues first formal closure proposals under Beeching report. 

1963 Jun 17 (wef) CIÉ withdraws Claremorris–Collooney rail passenger service. 

1963 Jun 22 Orpington Rural Transport Association begins what is effectively the first 
community bus scheme, using volunteer crew and minibuses (John Wylde, 
manager). 

1963 Jun 28 BR WR closes Caerphilly works (last locomotive repaired Apr 16, 2-8-2T 5203). 

1963 Jul - Benson report, Northern Ireland Railways, presented to Northern Ireland 
Parliament. Recommends substantial rail closures and concentration on 
passenger traffic. 

1963 Jul - Cartagena-based collier SS Sac Barcelona completed by Bazan, Europe’s last 
tramp ship built with a reciprocating steam engine. 

1963 Jul 1 BR Act removes final obligations for compulsory station stops for individuals.  

1963 Jul  3 Glasgow Corporation’s Clyde Tunnel (northbound bore) officially opens to 
traffic (southbound bore opens 23 Mar 1964) (Sir William Halcrow & Partners, 
engineers). 

1963 Jul 23–Aug  P. & A. Campbell operate world’s first scheduled cross-Channel passenger 
hovercraft service, Penarth beach–Weston-super-Mare, using Westland SR-N2 
(experimental). 

1963 Jul 26 50 mph (80 km/h) weekend road speed limit. 

1963 Jul 29 M6 Thelwall Bridge opens over Manchester Ship Canal (336 ft (102 m) main 
span, the longest (steel) plate girder span in Britain). 

1963 Jul 31 Offices, Shops & Railway Premises Act. Removes railway exemption from 
Factories Acts. 

1963 Aug - Sir William Carrington reports on financial information to be made available to 
TUCCs in connection with proposed railway closures: sample line census 
converted into passenger-miles at standard fare. 

1963 Aug  8 Great Train Robbery, BR, Sears Crossing, Linslade, Bucks., 3.00 am: Up 
Special TPO (hauled by D326) stopped by false signal and £2.6M in used 
banknotes stolen. 

1963 Sep - BR closes Stratford main locomotive and carriage works. 

1963 Sep - BRS Federation created within BTC and restructured BRS Parcels Ltd and 
Pickfords Ltd companies set up. 

1963 Sep - Aston Martin DB5 GT sports car launched (Harold Beach, engineer). 

1963 Sep  4? NCB (Philadelphia Works) withdraws ex-Lambton, Hetton & Joicey 0-6-0T 27 
originating as Newcastle & Darlington Railway 2-4-0 22 (Robert Stephenson 
works no. 491) of 1845; scrapped Nov 1968. 

1963 Sep  8 New Medway Steam Packet Co. PS Medway Queen* runs final excursion, the 
last Thames paddle steamer.  

1963 Sep  9  (wef) BR ceases passenger service to Washington, Co. Durham (single train 
each way per day), first station closure under Beeching report. 

1963 Sep  9 BR LMR closes Camden locomotive shed to steam. 



1963 Sep 20 BR Derby Works completes its last steam locomotive overhaul, on 4-6-0 75042. 

1963 Sep 23 Government White Paper on Channel Tunnel. 

1963 Sep 30 BR WR withdraws last ex-GWR absorbed company locomotive, 1338*, ex 
Cardiff Rly, from 87D Swansea East Dock. 

1963 Sep 30 One-year Controlled Traffic Area experiment in three London streets is 
inaugurated, prohibiting jaywalking and introducing light-controlled pedestrian 
crossings. 

1963 Oct - CIÉ Report on internal public transport (‘Pacemaker’) published. 

1963 Oct  6  BR LMR opens power signal box at Nuneaton. 

1963 Oct 18 Last ocean liner calls at Plymouth, Holland America Line passenger-cargo liner 
TSS Diemerdyk outbound, and last use of a BR tender at Millbay, Sir Richard 
Grenville.  

1963 Oct 27 Blackpool Corporation runs last trams on Glynn Square–North Station branch, 
the last with street running, leaving the Promenade/Fleetwood route as the only 
UK tramway. 

1963 Oct 28 Belfast Aldergrove opened as the principal airport for Northern Ireland, civilian 
facilities transferring from Nutts Corner. 

1963 Nov - Bristol/Eastern Coach Works first production RE rear-engine single-deck PSV 
delivered, as Bristol bus 2115. 4600 sold until 1975 (Prototype 1962). 

1963 Nov - Traffic in Towns (Buchanan report). 

1963 Nov - British Eagle begins flights competing with BEA on routes from London 
Heathrow to Glasgow, Edinburgh and Belfast. 

1963 Nov  3 BR SR runs last (special) passenger train on Hayling Island branch, resulting in 
withdrawal of the engine which hauls it, “Terrier” 32636 (Fenchurch)*, its oldest 
locomotive (entered service Sep 1872). 

1963 Nov  6 BR Doncaster Works completes its last steam locomotive overhaul, on Pacific 
60009*. 

1963 Nov 18 Dartford Tunnel opens to road traffic (Mott, Hay & Anderson, engineers). 
Consequently BR ER Gravesend (West Street pier)–Tilbury vehicle ferries last 
operate 31 Dec 1964. 

1963 Dec  2 BR LMR officially closes Nantlle Railway (3 ft 6 in (1.067 m) gauge) and 
connecting line. The narrow gauge has last been worked for slate from Pen-yr-
Orsedd in Nov by contractor R. Oswald Jones using an agricultural tractor, 
horse ‘Charlie’ having been replaced by May 1961. 

1963 Dec 22 Greek-owned TSMS Laconia on a cruise from Southampton catches fire and 
sinks off Madeira (128 killed). 

1963 end - CIÉ introduces new liveries and “broken wheel” emblem. 

1963 end - Canal Transport Ltd, Liverpool (BWB subsidiary) ceases commercial carrying 
on Leeds & Liverpool Canal. 

 1964 

1964 Peak year for closure of passenger railway mileage (1058 miles/1693 km). 

1964 -- - BR introduces Motorail brand for accompanied car-carrying services. 

1964 -- - BR ER introduces microwave radiotelephone link, York/Darlington/Newcastle. 

1964 -- - BR withdraws from Grimsby fish traffic; BRS secures contract from Grimsby 
Fish Merchants Association Ltd. 

1964 -- - David Curwen builds first miniature bogie diesel to BR Western design (10¼ in. 
gauge, originally with mechanical transmission for Margate Miniature Railway)*. 



1964 -- - Wey Navigation donated by Harry Stevens to National Trust. 

1964 -- - BW lays up steam tug Mayflower* of Gloucester (1861); BR(WR) lays up steam 
scrape dredger “Bertha”* (designed by Brunel 1844) at Bridgwater Docks. 

1964 -- - Macbraynes introduce car ferries in Mallaig–Armadale (Skye), Lochmaddy 
(North Uist)–Tarbert (Harris)–Uig and Oban–Craignure (Mull) routes. 

1964 -- - Hay Hamilton Ltd formed by absorption of Scottish coasting fleet of Hamilton & 
McPhail into J. & J. Hay. 

1964 -- - Macbraynes purchase bus services of Tom Cameron, Harris Hotel Garage, 
Tarbert. 

1964 -- - First yellow “box junctions” introduced on roads in London. 

1964 Jan  1 Stark’s Motor Services, Dunbar taken over by Scottish Omnibuses. 

1964 Jan  5 LT introduces first automatic ticket barrier, Stamford Brook. 

1964 Jan  6 (wef) BR closes Wetherby branch, first line closure under Beeching report. 

1964 Jan  6 BR LMR introduces Euston–Glasgow ‘Night Limited’ including Pullman bar car. 

1964 Jan 17 Death of Vincent Delaney and (May 8) Harry Rice, co-founders, Inland 
Waterways Association of Ireland. 

1964 Jan 21 M1 motorway accident: 200-vehicle crash in fog. 

1964 Jan 21 Strand Underpass in London opened using part of Kingsway tramway subway. 

1964 Jan 30 BWB issues interim report The Future of the Waterways identifying navigations 
for commercial development. 

1964 Feb - Beck & Pollitzer begin smalls road delivery service to continental Europe. 

1964 Feb  6 BR exhibits prototype liner train (Marylebone). 

1964 Feb 27 Shipbuilding Credit Act passed. 

1964 Mar  2 Willow Wren Hire Cruisers Ltd (Rugby Wharf) set up (George Walker, 
manager). 

1964 Mar 27 Last standard-gauge British steam locomotive built new for commercial service, 
Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0ST works 3902* (with underfeed stoker and gas 
producer), delivered from Leeds to NCB Cadeby Main Colliery, Conisbrough 
(no. 66). 

1964 Apr - Wilts & Dorset under management of Hants & Dorset (wholly merged 1 Oct 
1972). 

1964 Apr  2 LT announces contracting out of its road excursions and tours. 

1964 Apr  5 LT introduces driverless trains, Hainault loop. 

1964 Apr  5–11 Unofficial strike by Glasgow Corporation bus crews arising from roster 
changes. 

1964 Apr  6 Newport (Mon.) County Borough Council opens George Street Bridge carrying 
A48 across river Usk, first cable-stayed bridge (Mott, Hay & Anderson, 
engineers; 500 ft/152 m main span). 

1964 Apr 14 Glasgow Corporation opens its Museum of Transport in the former Coplawhill 
tram works. 

1964 Apr 20 BR LMR opens standard gauge connection over ex-Festiniog Railway route 
between Blaenau Ffestiniog North and Central for Trawsfynydd nuclear power 
station traffic. 

1964 Apr 20 BR TSS Normannia, converted on the Tyne to stern-loading car ferry, enters 
service on Dover–Boulogne route. Her near-sister TS Falaise (1947) is 
converted at the same time to initiate drive-on/drive-off services on Newhaven–
Dieppe route, Jun 1. 



1964 Apr 29 BOAC introduces Vickers VC.10 airliner into service, G-ARVJ, Heathrow–Lagos. 

1964 Spr BR promotes Norwich–London diesel-hauled service by simplified fare 
structure and television advertising: 25% increase in 2nd class travel. 

1964 May - BR makes first withdrawals of Standard class 9F 2-10-0 locomotives, some 
less than six years old. 

1964 May - Macbraynes purchase bus services of R. & A. Cowe, Tobermory, Mull. 

1964 May  1 Condor (Commodore Shipping) commence Channel Islands–France hydrofoil 
service with Condor 1. 

1964 May  3 Thoresen Car Ferries introduces first drive-through vessel MS Viking I on 
Southampton–Le Havre route. 

1964 May 14 BR opens new research headquarters, Derby. 

1964 Jun  1 BR closes Wolverhampton works; 2859* is last locomotive repaired. 

1964 Jun  1 Vauxhall produces first complete (Viva) car off new Ellesmere Port factory 
production line. 

1964 Jun  2 Death of William Foden, commercial vehicle manufacturer (b. 1868). 

1964 Jun 10 Harbours Act, establishes National Ports Council to supervise development and 
consolidation of ports and consolidates legislation. 

1964 Jun 13 BR WR runs last trains on Vale of Neath line over Crumlin Viaduct. 

1964 Jun 13 Bablockhythe Ferry, the last manually-operated vehicle ferry on the Thames, 
ceases to operate. 

1964 Jun 15 BR introduces prototype XP64 passenger coaches (with B4 bogies) in 
blue/grey livery into service on ‘Talisman’ (design launched at Design Centre 
New Design for British Railways exhibition Spr 1963). 

1964 Jun 15 BR WR introduces 24 hr clock in public timetables. 

1964 Jun 17 Hovertransport Ltd introduces Southsea (Eastney beach)–Ryde (Appley Tower) 
hovercraft service, using SR-N2. 

1964 Jun 19 c. Associated Steamships Pty Ltd’s MV Kooringa, built as world’s first custom-
designed fully cellular container ship to handle 20-t containers, enters service 
on Fremantle–Melbourne passage. 

1964 Jul - Transport Act (Irish Republic). Allows £2M pa government subvention to CIÉ. 

1964 Jul - First Plasser & Theurer tamper enters service with BR WR. 

1964 Jul - Tayforth Ltd purchases road haulage operations of Siddle C. Cook. 

1964 Jul c. BR Mk 2 production coaches enter public service. 

1964 Jul  5 Exeter Bus and Coach Station opens in Paris Street (replacing Paul Street; first 
bus in Jul 4, Devon General DR817*). 

1964 Jul  9 Urban Mass Transportation Act in US provides national funding for transit 
improvements. 

1964 Jul 11 National Trust officially reopens Stratford upon Avon Canal, southern section 
(David Hutchings, restoration manager). 

1964 Jul 25 35 mile (56 km) traffic jam in south Devon. 

1964 Aug - Construction & Use Regulations uprate permissible gross vehicle weights, 
allowing 32 t 4-axle articulated trucks (previously 24 t); also maximum length 
for HGVs raised from 30 ft to 36 ft (11m) (35 ft to 42 ft 7 in. (13 m) for artics). 

1964 Aug  9 BR sundries charging altered, reducing rates on trunk routes and increasing 
them for rural areas. 



1964 Aug 15 BR WR 6858 Woolston Grange works 08.55 Bournemouth West–Leeds 
through from Basingstoke to Huddersfield. 

1964 Aug 18 Euravia (London) Ltd (established as a charter airline 1 Dec 1961) renamed 
Britannia Airways. 

1964 Aug 25 Festiniog Railway introduces its first wholly new-build coach of the preservation 
era, no. 24 (104*). 

1964 Sep - BR withdraws Horwich Works shunter 0-6-0ST 11305, last Lancashire & 
Yorkshire Railway locomotive in service (built as 0-6-0 by Sharp, Stewart Jun 
1877). 

1964 Sep - BR SR withdraws Battle of Britain class Pacific 34109 Sir Trafford Leigh-
Mallory (rebuilt Mar 1961) for scrap. 

1964 Sep - Leyland introduces Ergomatic tilt cab on trucks produced by its constituents. 

1964 Sep  4 Forth Road Bridge (tolled) officially opens (suspension with truss stiffened 
deck; Mott, Hay & Anderson and Freeman, Fox & Partners, engineers), 
superseding Queensferry Passage ferries. Approach roads constitute first 
sections of motorway in Scotland. 

1964 Sep  5 BR SR last works ‘Atlantic Coast Express’. 

1964 Sep  7 LT introduces 24 hr clock in Underground timetables. 

1964 Sep  7–Dec  5  Lincolnshire Road Car Co. operates circular rural route 51 out of Louth 
sponsored by MoT and Lindsey County Council, the first subsidised bus 
operation. 

1964 Sep 14 Approval granted for Channel Tunnel. 

1964 Sep 26 BR withdraws all Stanier Pacific locomotives. 

1964 Sep 27 BR introduces Cartic-4 twin-deck car carriers. 

1964 Sep 29 Confirmation that Chrysler is acquiring share in Rootes Group. Majority holding 
from early 1967. 

1964 Sep 30 Railway Preservation Society of Ireland holds inaugural meeting, Belfast. 

1964 Oct  1 Japan National Railways introduces Tōkaidō Shinkansen, Tokyo–Shin-Ōsaka, 
first 210 km/h (130 mph) service on new dedicated (standard-gauge) electrified 
line. Attracts 100K passengers pa. 

1964 Oct  1 Derby Airways renamed British Midland Airways. 

1964 Oct  6 BWB North West Division ceases carrying; 20 boats leased to Willow Wren. 

1964 Oct 23 BR operates last A4 Pacific locomotive out of King’s Cross. 

1964 Oct 27 Magdeburg collision, Thames: ship sinks (with cargo of 42 Leyland buses 
bound for Cuba). 

1964 Oct 27 Rugby Cement first pump chalk slurry from Kensworth quarry, Dunstable, to 
Rugby (57 miles (99 km))  by pipeline, constructed under terms of Pipe-lines 
Act 1962, parallel to M1 motorway and Gas Council methane pipeline. 

1964 Nov  2 (wef) BR withdraws passenger services from Blyth branch (Northumberland). 

1964 Nov  4 Minister of Transport announces he is unable to rescind BR line closures 
already approved. 

1964 Nov  5 Swaziland Railway opened, worked wholly by steam locomotives supplied from 
Moçambique. 

1964 Nov 20 First substantive section of motorway in Scotland opens, M8, Harthill. 

1964 late ? Northern Ireland Carriers Ltd created by UTA and THC, taking over former’s 
road freight business, following lifting of restrictions on haulage outside Belfast. 



1964 Dec  BR ER withdraws last A3 Pacific locomotives during month, 60106 Flying Fox 
(built Apr 1923) having recorded 2,642,860 miles (4,228,576 km) service, 
possibly a record for any steam locomotive. 

1964 Dec  3 Derby Canal Co. is issued with warrant of abandonment by Department of 
Transport, having been disused since 1945. 

1964 Dec  5 BR Bishopsgate Goods Depot fire, causing complete closure (2 killed). 

1964 Dec 14 Flooding disrupts BR Aberystwyth–Carmarthen passenger service, leading to 
complete withdrawal wef 22 Feb 1965. 

1964 Dec mid BR LMR withdraws last G (“Super D”) class 0-8-0s, last ex-LNWR locomotives 
in service (Bescot). 

1964 Dec 31 Last steam locomotives on Forest of Dean line. 

 1965 

1965 Road fatalities reach an all-time high of 7985 this year. 

1965  P&O buys out remaining private shareholders in Orient Line; Furness Withy 
acquires controlling interest in Royal Mail Lines; Ocean Steam Ship Co. Ltd 
(Blue Funnel - Alfred Holt Group) acquires controlling interest in Elder 
Dempster Lines. 

1965–8 Dublin General Traffic Plan (Schaechterle, consultants). 

1965 -- - BR SR opens first CLASP-design station building, Sunbury. 

1965 -- - UTA introduces regional liveries for some of its diesel units. 

1965 -- - First standard-gauge locomotive imported for preservation, Danske Statsbaner 
0-4-0WT 385* for Middleton Railway. 

1965 -- - Peak Forest Canal Society publishes The Cheshire Canal Ring promoting the 
retention and restoration of the route for pleasure cruising, first use of ‘ring’ 
concept. 

1965 -- - Last boat build at Yarwood’s yard, Northwich, MT St Elmo for Malta. 

1965 -- - Derby Corporation withdraws its last Utility trolleybuses. 

1965 -- - Driver & Vehicle Licensing Centre, Swansea, established. 

1965 early - Fleetwood fish traffic transfers from BR to Fleetwood Fish Transport (co-
operative road haulage). 

1965 Jan - BR/GPO agree 10-year contract for carriage of parcels traffic. 

1965 Jan c. Transport Trust established to co-ordinate preservation efforts. 

1965 Jan–Feb UTA diverts all internal freight traffic from rail to road. 

1965 Jan  1 Introduction of new (Worboys Committee) road signs, under terms of Traffic 
Signs Regulations and General Directions 1964. 

1965 Jan  3 BR WR closes 87F Llanelly locomotive shed to steam, last WR steam shed in 
Wales. 

1965 Jan  4 BR introduces Corporate Identity programme (Design Research Unit): trading 
name British Rail, new (predominantly blue) liveries, double arrow logo (Gerald 
Burney), and Rail Alphabet typeface (Jock Kinneir & Margaret Calvert). 

1965 Jan  4 BR LMR prohibits through West Coast Main Line steam workings south of 
Crewe. 

1965 Jan 16 Yvonne Pope makes first commercial flight as First Officer (appointed early Dec 
1964) in Martin Air Services Dakota. 

1965 Jan 18 (wef) BR LMR closes following west midlands lines to regular passenger 
services: Coventry–Nuneaton; Leamington–Coventry; Wolverhampton–



Walsall–Lichfield–Burton-on-Trent (much of this mileage is later reinstated to 
passenger use); also many station closures in area. 

1965 Jan 18 (wef) BR WR closes Ruabon–Llangollen–Barmouth Junction line. 

1965 Jan 30 Funeral of Sir Winston Churchill. His body is conveyed by Port of London 
Authority launch Havengore* Tower Pier–Festival Pier and by Pullman special 
train Waterloo–Handborough, hauled by Battle of Britain class steam 
locomotive 34051 Winston Churchill*. 80137/43 haul ECS; D1015* returns. 

1965 Jan end Association of Railway Preservation Societies formed as successor to Railway 
Preservation Association (6 Jan 1962) and Railway Preservation Society 
(1958). 

1965 Feb - Remaining two ships of Grand Union (Shipping) Ltd transferred to parent 
General Steam Navigation. 

1965 Feb c. Talyllyn Railway introduces new bogie coach 18*, traditionally coachbuilt in 
oak. 

1965 Feb  1 BR ordinary 2nd class fares increased to 3¼d/mile. 

1965 Feb 14 UTA runs last trains over ex-GNR(I) “Derry Road”, Portadown–Omagh–
Londonderry. Co. Tyrone and the town of Omagh lose all their lines. MEDs 
(DMUs) redeployed to substitute for steam on remaining regular UTA services; 
substitute Wolfhound express bus service introduced partly over M1 motorway 
using UTA’s first Leyland Leopard coaches. 

1965 Feb 16  The Development of the Major Trunk Routes (“second Beeching report” – 
although Beeching had little input: it is based on the work of a committee 
chaired by James Ness) published. 

1965 Feb 27 Last wholly steam-worked standard-gauge US common carrier (freight) 
railroad, Buffalo Creek & Gauley Railroad, West Virginia, ceases commercial 
operation (locomotive 4*). 

1965 Mar - BR 2-10-0 92220 Evening Star* withdrawn. 

1965 Mar - BR/LT produce A Railway Plan for London (Sir Alec Valentine, chairman), 
proposing LT Fleet (Jubilee) line. 

1965 Mar - Last supplement (dated Nov 1964) to Railway Clearing House Handbook 
published. 

1965 Mar - Colin T. Gifford’s photographic album Decline of Steam published by Ian Allan. 

1965 Mar - Paul A.L. Vine’s London’s Lost Route to the Sea published by David & Charles, 
progenitor of their ‘Inland Waterways History’ series. 

1965 Mar - Renault begins series production of the R16, Europe’s first modern production 
hatchback family saloon car, at its new Sandouville (Le Havre) factory. 
Continues to Jan 1980. 

1965 Mar  8 Birmingham & Midland Canal Carrying Co. Ltd incorporated, seeking finance 
mainly from enthusiasts. First traffics carried in Smr. 

1965 Mar 17 Vickers-Armstrong Shipbuilders Ltd of Barrow-in-Furness launch Europe’s 
largest oil tanker, BP Tanker Co. Ltd’s 111393 dwt (61578 tg) British Admiral, 
the last civilian ship completed at the yard (Leonard Redshaw, managing 
director). 

1965 Mar 22 BR WR closes 81A Old Oak Common (London) locomotive shed to steam. 

1965 Mar 22 B+I Line sold to Irish government by Coast Lines. 

1965 Apr - Minister of Transport requires input from Regional Economic Planning Boards 
into rail closure proposals. 

1965 Apr 18 c. Longleat Railway (15 in./381 mm gauge) opens; this becomes one of the 
busiest miniature lines. 



1965 Apr 24 Official opening of Pennine Way long-distance recreational footpath, Edale–
Kirk Yetholm. 

1965 May - Butlins open passenger monorail at Skegness holiday camp. 

1965 May  3 Strachan’s Deeside Omnibus Services, Ballater, taken over by Alexander 
(Northern). 

1965 May 10 BR SR Clapham Junction ‘A’ signal box partly collapses. 

1965 May 22 Townsend Brothers introduce Free Enterprise II on Dover–Calais service, first 
British registered drive-through ferry. 

1965 May 23 Rosslare ferry berth ro-ro ramp used for first time. 

1965 May 31 Dr Beeching resigns as chairman of BRB, being succeeded by Stanley 
Raymond. 

1965 May 31 BR reorganises Folkestone–Boulogne freight service to be fully containerised 
from/to Bricklayers Arms/Hither Green. 

1965 Jun - BR LMR takes delivery of first class AL6 locomotives for West Coast Main Line 
electrification from Doncaster Works and Vulcan Foundry. 

1965 Jun - Death in office of Allan Mylchreest Sheard, general manager, Isle of Man 
Railways and Road Services since 1927 (and on the staff since 1909). 

1965 Jun - Central Electricity Generating Board begins upgrading National Grid super grid 
electricity distribution system to 400 kV with power line from West Burton (on 
Trent) to Sundon (Beds., 150 miles/240 km)) using L2 pylons. 

1965 Jun  8 Seabridge consortium of British shipowners established to build and charter 
large bulk carriers. 

1965 Jun 10 BEA de Havilland Trident makes world’s first automatic landing, at Heathrow 
(on flight from Paris). 

1965 Jun 11 7029 Clun Castle* hauls last regular timetabled BR WR steam passenger train 
from Paddington, to Banbury. 

1965 Jun 11 (wef) BR LMR withdraws freight traffic over Great Central London extension. 

1965 Jun 14 24 hr clock public and working timetables introduced throughout BR. 

1965 Jun 14 BR ScR closes “Port Road”, Dumfries–Challoch Junction, Stranraer, from this 
date. 

1965 Jun 14 BR LMR reopens Dolgarrog station on Conway Valley line, its first such 
opening in Wales. 

1965 Jun 16 Clyde Hover Ferries begins hovercraft service on Firth of Clyde using the first 
production SR-N6 craft; the service ceases in Nov. 

1965 Jun 28 Ross & Marshall Ltd’s coaster MV Dawnlight completed by Scotts Shipbuilding, 
Greenock, last built for the West Highland trade. 

1965 Jun 28 COMSAT places Intelsat 1 (“Early Bird”), the first telecommunications satellite 
in geostationary (synchronous) earth orbit, into commercial service. 

1965 Jul - (wef 1966 ?end) BR produces National Freight Train Plan, intended to reduce 
costs and mileage for wagonload traffic. 

1965 Jul - BMMO D9 5400 (BHA 400C), the last double-deck bus wholly built at its central 
works (Carlyle Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham), enters service. (5445 (EHA 

445D), the last with BMMO-built chassis, enters service early Nov 1966.) 

1965 Jul - BMC takes over Pressed Steel. 

1965 Jul - National Negotiating Committee for the Road Haulage Industry (Hire or 
Reward) first meets. 

1965 Jul - Owen Maclaren patents baby buggy. 



1965 Jul - Trinity House completes Tater Du lighthouse, Cornwall, as an automatic shore 
light (Michael H. Crisp, designer). 

1965 Jul  9 BR initiates drive-on/drive-off services on Holyhead–Dún Laoghaire route with 
TSS Normannia, the purpose-built MV Holyhead Ferry I (from Hawthorn, Leslie) 
entering service on Jul 19. 

1965 Jul 15 Royal Corps of Transport formed from elements of RASC and RE. 

1965 Jul 27 British Leyland takes shares in THC subsidiaries Bristol Commercial Vehicles 
and Eastern Coach Works, allowing them to supply the open market. 

1965 Jul 27 THC announces deal to acquire 75% holding in Tayforth Ltd (Edinburgh) 
including Road Services (Caledonian) Ltd (Dumfries) and Hanson Haulage 
(Huddersfield) Ltd (the latter acquired in Jan). Coast Lines retains its minority 
share in Tayforth acquired in Sep 1963. 

1965 Jul 31 Belfast Central Railway severed by road construction, isolating NIR Bangor 
line. Last (PW) train Aug 12 operated by UG class 0-6-0 48. 

1965 Aug - Edinburgh & Glasgow Union Canal abandoned. 

1965 Aug - Bird’s install first car crusher, at their Long Marston scrapyard. 

1965 Aug - BP’s British Admiral, the first British-owned Very Large Crude Carrier, docks for 
the first time at Milford Haven. 

1965 Aug  5 Finance Act introduces fuel duty rebate for bus operators. 

1965 Aug 26 Upper Avon Navigation Trust incorporated. 

1965 Aug 27 Overseas Containers Ltd established by British & Commonwealth 
Shipping/Alfred Holt/P&O/Furness Withy (Kerry St Johnston, founder director). 

1965 Sep - BR operates first merry-go-round train, Manton Colliery–West Burton 
generating station in the Trent Valley, using HOP 32AB hopper coal wagons. 

1965 Sep  1 All new cars to have flashing turn indicators. 

1965 Sep  6 (wef) BR ScR closes Edinburgh Princes Street station. 

1965 Sep 11 Railway Preservation Society of Ireland runs inaugural railtour, last working of 
4-4-0s in commercial service in British Isles: UTA ex-GNR(I) VS class 207 
Boyne and S class 171 Slieve Gullion* (both officially withdrawn Dec). 

1965 Sep 13 US singer Paul Simon supposedly writes Homeward Bound while touring north 
west England, perhaps at Ditton station. 

1965 Sep 15 c. London Transport (Country Area) introduces its first rear-engine double-deck 
buses into service, XF (Daimler Fleetline) on route 424 Reigate–East 
Grinstead. 

1965 Sep 17 BP/Total Marine semi-submersible rig Sea Gem makes first strike of North Sea 
gas, in West Sole Field, off Grimsby (Sea Gem capsizes Dec 27 (13 killed)). 

1965 Sep 24 ISO adopts standard specifications for containers. 

1965 Sep 27 BR West Coast Main Line electrification extended south to Willesden. 

1964 Sep 27 BR diverts Glasgow–Oban passenger trains via West Highland line and 
connection at Crianlarich following closure of line through Callander. 

1965 Sep 27 Death of Sir William Stanier, LMS CME (London) (b. 1876). 

1965 Oct - First production Ford Transit vans constructed at Langley, Slough. 

1965 Oct  2 BR operates last steam-worked push-pull train, ?20.10 Stamford–Seaton 
(41212). 

1965 Oct  4 BR takes Prestatyn and Christleton water troughs out of use. 

1965 Oct  7 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow luxury saloon car introduced, its first use of 
monocoque construction (25K built at Crewe to 1980). 



1965 Oct  8 GPO opens Post Office Tower, London, as hub of microwave network (620 
ft/189 m; Eric Bedford, chief architect, MPBW). Its counterpart, the GPO Tower 
in Birmingham, begins operation Dec 1966 and is officially opened 5 Oct 1967. 

1965 Oct 15 BR runs last royal train over Royal Deeside branch (19.15 ex Ballater, 
D6142/5). 

1965 Oct 15 Fairfield Shipbuilding & Engineering Co. Ltd, Goven, goes into receivership; 
reconstructed as Fairfields (Glasgow) Ltd (‘the Fairfield experiment’). 

1965 Oct 29 BR opens Tinsley yard. 

1965 late - BR SR introduces first NCR21 ticket validation machine, Horley. First purpose-
designed tickets for these machines Oct 1969, East Croydon. 

1965 Nov  9 Commissioners of Irish Lights first illuminate Kish Bank Lighthouse, Dublin Bay 
(prefabricated concrete tower; R. Gellerstad, designer). 

1965 Nov 13 Isle of Man Railway suspends all rail services after end of traffic for ‘track 
repairs’ following discovery of large financial losses. 

1965 Nov 15 BR operates first commercial Freightliner service, 20.05 London (Maiden 
Lane)–Glasgow (Gushetfaulds) via West Coast Main Line. Only BR vehicles 
may access terminals. 

1965 Nov 22 BR electrifies Northampton loop, completing Crewe–Euston scheme (energised 
Nov 18; lines into Euston Oct 25). 

1965 Nov 25 BR operates first electric-hauled timetabled passenger train out of Euston, 
08.35 to Liverpool (class AL6 E3171). 

1965 Nov 27 7029 Clun Castle* hauls last BR WR steam passenger train from Paddington, a 
special (last steam in the station until 1979). 

1965 Dec - BWB publishes report The Facts about the Waterways identifying costs of 
maintaining a cruising network. 

1965 Dec - Cawoods Hargreaves introduce 170 t barges worked by pusher tugs to serve 
Ferrybridge C generating station on Aire & Calder Navigation. 

1965 Dec 13 BR LMR withdraws last Royal Scot and Patriot class 4-6-0s, 46115 Scots 
Guardsman* and 45530 Sir Frank Ree.  

1965 Dec 22 70 mph (112 km/h) road speed limit introduced, by Regulations and Orders, 
initially experimentally. 

1965 Dec 23 Barbara Castle (Lab.) appointed Minister of Transport (until 6 Apr 1968). 

1965 Dec 24 End of BR East Coast Main line steam operation in England. 

1965 Dec 25 First Christmas Day without BR services in England and Wales. 

 1966 

1966 UTA acquires 108 buses from Ribble, Western SMT and Edinburgh this year to 
expedite conversion to one-man operation. 

1966 -- - Greater London Council proposes construction of Ringway 1 (the inner city 
“Motorway Box”). 

1966 -- - Lofthouse motorway intersection (M1/M62) opens (S.M. Lovell, West Riding 
county surveyor). 

1966 -- - Atlantic Container Line established by Cunard/CGT French Line/Holland 
America Line/Swedish American Line/Transatlantic Redereii/Wallenius Lines. 

1966 -- - British Gas Corporation National transmission system for North Sea gas 
(methane)  initiated with Feeder No. 1, Easington (Holderness)–Totley, fed 
from West Sole offshore installation by first undersea pipeline (4 Mar 1967). 



1966 Jan  1  CIÉ takes control of County Donegal Railways Joint Committee (bus 
operations), BRB surrendering all interests in it, under terms of agreement 31 
May 1967 made retrospective. 

1966 Jan  3 BR LMR inaugurates full electric passenger service Euston–
Manchester/Liverpool with 100 mph (160 km/h) operation to Rugby. New panel 
boxes for scheme at Euston, Willesden, Bletchley and Wolverhampton. 100 
mph schedules also introduced on East Coast Main Line. ‘Manchester Pullman’ 
converted to electric haulage. 

1966 Jan  3 6998 Burton Agnes Hall* (owned by GWS) hauls last steam train worked by BR 
WR (10.25 Poole–York) Oxford–Banbury, returning light to Oxford shed (81F); 
6106* & 6111 also in steam this day. 

1966 Jan 12 Associated Container Transportation Ltd established by Blue Star Line/Ben 
Line/Port Line (Cunard)/Ellerman Lines/Charente (T. & J. Harrison). 

1966 Jan 18 National Board for Prices & Incomes Board reports on BR wage rates. 

1966 Jan 27 BR runs last royal train from Wolferton. 

1966 Jan 30 Last Weymann-bodied bus produced from company’s Addlestone factory. 

1966 Feb  3 Silverwood Colliery disaster, Rotherham: NCB underground materials train 
collides in rear with manriding train (10 killed). 

1966 Feb  7 Union Cartage Ltd acquires majority shareholding in BRS (Meat Haulage) Ltd 
from THC. 

1966 Feb 14 BR closes twelve intermediate stations on Chester & Holyhead line from this 
date (four later reopen). 

1966 Feb 20 Wrestler’s Bridge collapse, Hatfield: Bridge 62 carrying A1000 (old Great North 
Road) over BR ER collapse precipitated by excavations for railway permanent 
way works. 

1966 Feb 26 Last day of BR passenger services over Royal Deeside (Ballater) branch. 

1966 Mar  5 Last day of regular BR passenger services over Somerset & Dorset line. Bath 
Green Park locomotive shed closes Mar 6, last WR steam shed. 

1966 Mar  5 Mount Fuji air accident: BOAC Boeing 707 G-APFE on round-the-world flight 
Speedbird 911 breaks up in mid-air following departure from Tokyo 
International Airport for Hong Kong, due to severe clear-air turbulence (all 124 
killed). (There have been two unrelated serious crashes of craft landing at the 
airport in the preceding month, an Air Nippon Boeing 727 on Feb 4 (133 killed) 
and a Canadian Pacific Douglas DC-8 on Mar 4 (64 killed).) 

1966 Mar 17 Townsend inaugurate first car ferry service to Belgium, Free Enterprise II, 
Dover–Zeebrugge. 

1966 Mar 18 BTDB opens Immingham Ferry Terminal for Tor Line roll-on service to 
Gothenburg. 

1966 Mar 31 Thomas Clayton (Oldbury) Ltd operate their last narrow boat tar tanker, Stour*. 

1966 Apr - BR introduces new staff uniform styles. 

1966 Apr  1 British Airports Authority takes over Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted and 
Prestwick airports, under terms of Airports Authority Act 1965. 

1966 Apr  1 UK and Irish Republic assume joint responsibility of Prestwick and Ballygirreen 
(near Shannon) for Atlantic airspace as Shanwick Oceanic Control. 

1966 Apr  2 BR closes Darlington locomotive works. 

1966 Apr  6 Hoverlloyd Ltd introduces Ramsgate–Calais hovercraft service, using SR-N6 
Swift. 

1966 Apr 10 CIÉ names principal stations after heroes of 1916 Easter Rising. 



1966 Apr 17 East London line closed to BR ER cross-London freight traffic. 

1966 Apr 18 BR LMR inaugurates full timetabled electric passenger service Euston–
Manchester/Liverpool, heavily marketed with discounted fares and Inter-City 
branding: 66% traffic increase to Jun. 

1966 Apr 18 LT introduces first Red Arrow bus service, route 500 Victoria–Marble Arch, with 
flat fare, entrance turnstiles and high-standing-capacity one-man-operated AEC 
Merlin XMS single-deckers. 

1966 Apr 23 Sea-Land Service Inc.’s Fairland makes first transatlantic voyage by container 
ship, Port Elizabeth (NJ)–Rotterdam. Later serves Grangemouth. 

1966 Spr ? Shuttleworth Trust begins regular public opening of its collection at Old 
Warden, the first privately-owned collection of historic aircraft to do so. 

1966 May - Ro-ro ferry MV Isle of Gigha delivered from Bideford to Eilean Sea Services. On 
Nov 11 she capsizes on a Gigha–Port Ellen crossing. 

1966 May  2 Glasgow Airport (Abbotsinch) opens to traffic, replacing Renfrew. 

1966 May 12 Isle of Man Steam Packet TSS Ben-my-Chree makes first voyage, the last 
(turbine) steamer built for a short sea route. 

1966 May 16–Jul  1  National Union of Seamen’s strike (State of Emergency declared May 
23). Lord Pearson chairs committee of inquiry into grievances. 

1966 May 16 Last NCB Ashington Colliery miners’ passenger train service. 

1966 May 19 Tay road bridge opens (William A. Fairhurst, engineer). Dundee–Newport 
ferries withdrawn ?Aug 18. 

1966 May 24 BR opens purpose-built Motorail passenger terminal at Kensington Olympia. 

1966 Smr - UTA sells its railway hotels to Grand Metropolitan. 

1966 Jun–Dec Crumlin Viaduct demolished (Bird’s of Swansea, main contractors). 

1966 Jun - Last motor coach body from Thomas Harrington Ltd, Hove, delivered, on AEC 
Reliance chassis FFJ 13D to Greenslades Tours Ltd, Exeter. 

1966 Jun  5 Severn Bridge opens to (tolled) motorway traffic (Mott, Hay & Anderson and 
Gilbert Roberts of Freeman, Fox & Partners, engineers). Chief technical 
innovations are inclined hangers and aerofoil-section orthotropic steel box 
girder deck. Official opening Sep 8, on which date Old Passage (Aust) ferry last 
operates. From Sep 9 Red & White and Bristol Omnibus Co. run their 300/301 
Cardiff–Bristol routes over the bridge. 

1966 Jun  6 BR ceases passenger services Peterborough–Rugby–Leicester wef this date. 

1966 Jun  9 BR announces general introduction of ‘rail blue’ livery for rolling stock etc. 

1966 Jun 27 BR LMR opens new Harecastle Tunnel. 

1966 Jun 27 (wef) BR ScR closes Glasgow St Enoch station. 

1966 Jun 30 Last steam locomotives work on Manchester Ship Canal Railway in regular 
service. 

1966 mid Stone Blocks and Iron Rails by Bertram Baxter (d.1966) published (by David & 
Charles). 

1966 Jul - Beyer, Peacock (Manchester) delivers its last locomotive (works no. 8069), BR 
type 2 (class 25/3) diesel-electric no. D7659*, to LMR. 

1966 Jul - UTA introduces its new “DE” (70 class) DEMUs, largely on ex-NCC lines, the 63 
ft (19 m) ‘River’ class power cars being the last vehicles built at its Duncrue 
Street works (with above-floor-mounted English Electric 4SRKT engines) and 
with trailers converted from older stock (Norman Russell, engineer). 

1966 Jul - Laker Airways begins operation from Gatwick as charter airline. 



1966 Jul  1 Regulations permit one person operation of double-deck buses with upper deck 
closed off. 

1966 Jul  6 Seaspeed (British Rail Hovercraft Ltd, created Mar) introduces Southampton–
West Cowes hovercraft service, using British Hovercraft Corporation SR-N6 
craft. 

1966 Jul 11 BR introduces BRUTE parcels trolleys. 

1966 Jul 11 BMC merges with Jaguar Cars to form British Motor Holdings. 

1966 Jul 15 BR LMR allows Dominican-born Asquith Xavier to transfer as a guard from 
Marylebone to Euston, overturning the opposition of NUR members on the local 
staff committee. 

1966 Jul 22 Welsh Office opens M4 Port Talbot By-pass, first section of motorway in Wales. 

1966 Jul 27 Government White Paper Transport Policy proposes costing of non-
remunerative services. 

1966 Jul 28 MoT announces that motorway junctions are to be numbered. 

1966 Aug  3 BWB authorised to close Ashby Canal north of Snarestone (commenced Feb), 
by Act. Ashby Canal (Preservation) Association formed during year. 

1966 Aug 13 BR WR (sic.) withdraws USA class 0-6-0T DS234 from departmental service at 
Meldon Quarry (sold for scrap 1 Mar 1967). 

1966 Aug 28 First modern balloon rally. 

1966 Sep - BR withdraws last pre-Grouping 0-6-0 locomotive from mainland service (ex-
NER J27 65882 of 1922). 

1966 Sep - LT publishes Reshaping London’s Buses proposing conversion to one person 
operation. 

1966 Sep c. Last British-built batch of trolleybuses, Sunbeam MF2NS single-deckers 
delivered to Coimbra, Portugal.  

1966 Sep  3 BR LMR runs last main line train from Marylebone, 22.45 to Manchester 
(44984): passenger service over Great Central London extension reduced to 
Rugby–Nottingham Arkwright Street DMU. Last Bournemouth–York services 
worked over WR by steam (SR Pacifics; Banbury shed (LMR 2D) closes Oct 3). 

1966 Sep 11 Brighton Corporation introduces one-man double-deck bus operation, using 
adapted half-cab 23*. 

1966 Sep 20 GLC opens new end-loading terminals for Woolwich (Free) Ferry (Husband & 
Co., engineers). 

1966 Sep 22 Cosens & Co. PS Embassy runs final excursion from Bournemouth, the last 
south coast paddle pleasure steamer. 

1966 Sep 29 UTA works last service trains over ex-GNR(I) metals with an ex-GNR(I) 
locomotive, UG class 0-6-0 49 (last steamed for shunt duties end Jan 1967). 

1966 Oct  8 RPSI runs railtour (Belfast–Larne) with ex-GNR(I) no. 171 Slieve Gullion*, first 
locomotive operated by a preservation society on a UK main line. 

1966 Oct 29 UTA runs official last steam train over GNR(I) main line with WT class 2-6-4T 
54. 

1966 Oct c. Toyota Corolla compact car introduced. By the time of introduction of the 12th 
generation in 2018 sales exceed 45M worldwide. Introduced to UK market early 
1970s; first models assembled at Burnaston, Derbys. (ex airfield), Dec 1992. 

1966 Aut - Ulster Transport Railways take over rail operations. 

1966 Nov  7 BR ScR closes Glasgow Buchanan Street station wef this date. 

1966 Nov  8 UTA closes Belfast Adelaide locomotive shed. 



1966 Nov 12 BR LMR (sic.) withdraws last GWR-design standard-gauge locomotives in 
England, from Tyseley (4646 (unofficially reallocated to Croes Newydd), 4696 
& 9774). 

1966 Nov 26 BR LMR (sic.) withdraws last GWR-design standard-gauge locomotive, from 
Croes Newydd (9641). 

1966 Nov 30 Last BR cargo-only Channel ferry operates, Brest. 

1966 Dec - BR Sundries Division created for less-than-wagonload freight and parcels. 

1966 Dec  5 Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway Preservation Society’s new 15 in./381 mm 
gauge 2-8-2 steam locomotive River Mite is delivered to Ravenglass from 
Clarkson of York by traction engine; commissioned into traffic 20 May 1967. 

1966 Dec  6 BR electrifies Rugby–Stafford via Birmingham. 

1966 Dec 15 GPO opens first production electronic public telephone exchange, Ambergate. 

1966 Dec 19 Simpson’s Motors of Rosehearty, Aberdeenshire, taken over by Alexander 
(Northern). 

1966 Dec 20 General Steam Navigation (‘Eagle’ line) announces its withdrawal from the 
Thames coastal excursion trade. 

1966 Dec 31 BR operates last steam train on Isle of Wight railway, 22.12 Shanklin–Ryde 
Esplanade hauled by class 02 no. 14 Fishbourne (1889), oldest BR locomotive 
in regular service. Goods traffic on the island ceases. 

 1967 

1967 Bus crew strikes during the year at Southend and Middlesbrough, targeting 
leading members of the Municipal Transport Association. 

1967 -- - BR National Traction Plan to eliminate non-standard locomotive classes. 

1967 -- - BR introduces first axle counters for train detection, at Glasgow Queen Street. 

1967 -- - BR InterCity runs its first television advertising campaign, ‘Heart to heart’. 

1967 -- - GPO withdraws BR’s free telegraph facility. 

1967 -- - David Curwen builds first miniature 2-8-2 to Rio Grande K36 design (7¼ in. 
gauge 487 for J. Brian Hollingsworth)*. 

1967 -- - English Electric supplies first batch of class 1400 diesel-electric locomotives 
from its Vulcan Foundry to Caminhos de Ferro Portugueses, its first mainline 
diesel export order for continental Europe. 

1967 -- - James J.W. Whyte retires as general manager, Londonderry & Lough Swilly 
Railway Co. (bus operator) having served since May 1931 (and on the staff 
since 1910). 

1967 -- - Government White Paper on Nationalised Industries. 

1967 -- - Regulations permit full one person operation of double-deck buses. 

1967 -- - “MoT” test now to apply to road vehicles of 3 years old. 

1967 -- - Texaco takes full control of Regent Oil Co. (set up 1947) and begins to phase 
out the brand. 

1967 -- - Extensive pedestrianisation introduced in Norwich. 

1967 -- - CSP (Irish Services) ferries reregistered to BRB. 

1967 -- - Liberia overtakes Britain as the flag carrier with the largest merchant shipping 
fleet. 

1967 -- - Holt’s Glen Line commissions its last (Super P (Priam) class) cargo liner 
Radnorshire. 

1967 -- - MS Result* with auxiliary ketch rig ceases trading commercially. 



1967 Jan - Ministry of Transport begins creation of Road Construction Units to design 
motorway and trunk road network. 

1967 Jan  1 BR North Eastern Region absorbed into Eastern Region, with headquarters at 
York (Gerry Fiennes, chairman and general manager). 

1967 Jan  1 Tees and Hartlepool Port Authority takes over from Tees Conservancy 
Commissioners. 

1967 Jan  6 Lambton Staiths, Sunderland, close; NCB steam locomotives cease to run over 
BR Penshaw branch to reach them. 

1967 Feb  2 Crewe Works completes the last BR steam locomotive overhaul at any of its 
workshops, on Pacific 70013 Oliver Cromwell*. 

1967 Feb  2 British Air Services formed (from dormant Railway Air Services) as BEA 
subsidiary to acquire entire share capital of Cambrian Airways and BKS (latter 
renamed Northeast Airlines 1970). 

1967 Feb 20 GPO introduces first postbus, Llanidloes–Llangurig, using Morris Commercial 
J2 vehicles (this service last operates 5 Aug 2006). 

1967 Feb 21 Shell-Mex & BP introduce 100 t glw bogie oil rail tank wagons built by Metro-
Cammell. 

1967 Feb 21 BR retires last shunting horse, ‘Charlie’, from Newmarket (dies in retirement in 
Somerset 29 Oct 1968). 

1967 Feb 28 BR Stechford accident, LMR: EMU collides with locomotive making 
unauthorised shunt move (9 killed). 

1967 Feb 28 BR tickets at Birmingham New Street station can be purchased using 
Barclaycard credit cards. 

1967 Mar - BR Freightliner depots opened to independent road hauliers. 

1967 Mar - Leyland Motor Corporation takes over Rover. 

1967 Mar - Star grading of petrol. 

1967 Mar 1–9 CIÉ remodels layout at Limerick Junction to eliminate need for trains to reverse 
in. 

1967 Mar  4 BR runs last Matlock–Buxton (Midland) local passenger service, freight traffic 
having already been withdrawn. 

1967 Mar  4 BR LMR (sic.) runs last ‘Cambrian Coast Express’, bringing an end to standard-
gauge steam on the Cambrian lines (Standard class 4 75033 up and 75021 
down) and through working from Paddington beyond Birmingham. Last steam 
working over ex-GWR lines Wolverhampton–Birkenhead Mar 5. 

1967 Mar  5 BR Conington South accident, East Coast Main Line: express derailed at speed 
on points following deliberate action by signalman (5 killed).  

1967 Mar  6 BR LMR inaugurates full timetabled electric passenger service Rugby–Stafford 
via Birmingham. 

1967 Mar  6 BR WR starts Reading–Heathrow Airport Road Train coach link service. 

1967 Mar  6 BR ER introduces Paytrains on all Norwich Division branch lines with 
conductor-guards and unstaffed stations (Shelford–Sudbury closed from this 
date). 

1967 Mar  6 BR ER opens New Pudsey station, first deliberately located to attract motorists 
(from Bradford and Leeds). 

1967 Mar  6 Pullman division fully merged into BR Catering. 

1967 Mar  7 First X-way Crossing, High Street, Lincoln, experimental predecessor of the 
Pelican. 

1967 Mar 17 Rebuilt Victoria Bridge over Thames at Datchet opened, part paid for by BR. 



1967 Mar 18 Torrey Canyon disaster: supertanker on charter to BP runs aground on Seven 
Stones reef off Cornwall due to navigational error on passage Kuwait–Milford 
Haven, the world’s first major oil spill. 

1967 Mar 20 BR SR inaugurates electric passenger services on remaining section of Isle of 
Wight railway, Ryde Pier Head–Shanklin, using 3rd rail and ex-London 
‘Standard’ Tube stock, the first MU fleet entirely in rail blue. 

1967 Mar 21 BR SR abolishes Hardham Juncn signal box (1863). 

1967 Mar 26 Narrow Boat Owners Club holds its first meeting & rally, Stoke Bruerne. 

1967 Mar 27 (wef) CIÉ closes Mallow–Waterford line, its last major rail closure. 

1967 Mar 31 BR Railway Technical Centre, Derby, officially opens: Minister of Transport 
announces Advanced Passenger Train (APT) project. 

1967 Apr - Cadbury’s send last canal traffic from Bournville (to Regent’s Canal Dock). 

1967 Apr  1–Jun 11  BR progressively singles most of Salisbury–Exeter line, introducing 
tokenless block signalling. 

1967 Apr  1 BR operates Sheep Pasture incline, Cromford & High Peak Railway, for final 
time, its last cable-worked incline. Most remaining sections of C&HPR close 
progressively during year up to 21 Nov. 

1967 Apr  1 Installation of seatbelts compulsory in new cars. 

1967 Apr  2 Last day of steam operation to Lymington (41312*), the last BR fully steam-
worked branch. 

1967 Apr  2 BRS creates Containerway & Roadferry Ltd from Anglo Continental Container 
Services (London) Ltd and British Road Ferry Services Ltd. 

1967 Apr 10 THC’s Tartan Arrow London–Glasgow container operation with trunking by BR. 

1967 Apr 17 Ulsterbus Ltd (Werner Heubeck, managing director) takes over bus operations 
from UTA. (Some services in Lurgan and Portrush areas transferred 
respectively to Sureline Coaches Ltd and Coastal Bus Services Ltd.) 

1967 Apr 21 Transport Act (Northern Ireland). 

1967 Apr 24 First production Britten-Norman Islander flies. 

1967 May–1968 Mar  CIÉ implements school bus system to provide 56.5K secondary school 
pupils with free transport, for Department of Education (230 new Bedford buses 
acquired for service). Main implementation Sep 4. 

1967 May - British Railways: Network for Development plans: define lines as either 
profitable or socially necessary (the latter usually in urban areas). (Plan for 
Scotland issued Mar.) 

1967 May - BR Derby Works completes its last new locomotive, D7677. 

1967 May - BR begins to place into store class 14 0-6-0DH trip working locomotives (built 
Swindon Jul 1964–Oct 1965) prior to sale into industry Dec 1967–Nov 1969. 

1967 May - UTA board (wrongfully) dismisses John Coulthard, managing director, railways 
since 1966. 

1967 May  1 Rebuilt BR Leeds (City) station fully operational (planned 1959). 

1967 May  1 BR ScR closes 64A St Margarets (Edinburgh) locomotive shed. 

1967 May  1 GPO begins national introduction of postcodes, Croydon. 

1967 May  5 M4 Crindau (Brynglas) Tunnels, Newport By-pass, open, the first bored 
motorway tunnels. 

1967 May  5 First all-British satellite, UK3 (Ariel 3), launched by NASA Scout rocket from 
Vandenberg AFB, California. 



1967 May  6 BR officially opens rebuilt Birmingham New Street station with major air rights 
development in partnership with Norwich Union Insurance. Stephenson Tower 
is built above it. 

1967 May 27 BWB officially reopens Stourbridge Canal, Staffs & Worcs Canal Society 
volunteer labour having assisted in the restoration of the Wordsley 16 locks (NB 
Beatty). 

1967 May 27 Glasgow Corporation runs its last trolleybuses. They are replaced by Leyland 
Atlanteans. 

1967 May 30 BR operates Royal Train with steam for the last time, conveying the Duke of 
Edinburgh to Nidd Bridge (45562). 

1967 Jun - Dover Strait Traffic Separation Scheme (“keep right”) for ships traversing 
English Channel inaugurated (voluntary at this time). 

1967 Jun  3–1971 Sep 25  Isle of Man Railway reopens for seasonal tourist services under 
lease by David Kennedy, 7th Marquess of Ailsa (Sir Philip Wombwell, manager, 
1967). 

1967 Jun  3 Perpignan air disaster: Air Ferry DC-4 G-APYK on charter flight from Manston to 
Perpignan crashes into Mount Canigou, probably because crew overcome by 
heater fumes (all 88 killed). 

1967 Jun  4 Stockport air disaster: British Midland Canadair C4 Argonaut G-ALHG on charter 
flight from Palma de Mallorca crashes on approach to Manchester Airport due 
to loss of engine power because of fuel system design flaw (72 killed). 

1967 Jun  5 BR ScR withdraws its last steam locomotives, J36 class 0-6-0s (ex-NBR) 
65288 (from 62C Dunfermline shed) & 65345 (from 62A Thornton Junction 
shed, Fife), the last internal steam diagrams having been worked on Apr 30 by 
the latter, from Seafield Colliery. 

1967 Jun  5–1975 Jun 10  Suez Canal closed to shipping from outbreak of Six Day War (four 
British ships are among the “yellow fleet” trapped). 

1967 Jun  6 Last BR steam working into Scotland, 20.32 Carlisle–Perth, taken over by Type 
2 diesels. 

1967 Jun 12 CIÉ introduces 24 hr clock in public timetables. 

1967 Jun 14 Lochty Private Railway opens for visitors as a preserved steam-worked line, 
first heritage railway in Scotland. Passengers first hauled 23 Jun 1968; last 
operates 8 Sep 1991. 

1967 Jun 26 BR SR ‘MN’ Pacific 35003 Royal Mail reaches a maximum speed of 105.88 
mph (170.39 km/h, on 18.15 Weymouth–Waterloo between Winchfield and 
Hook), highest attained on SR, 11 days before withdrawal. 

1967 Jun 26 UTA issues first timetable under title ‘Northern Ireland Railways’ (and with 24 hr 
clock). 

1967 Jun 29 Normandy Ferries begins operation Southampton–Le Havre, jointly owned by 
General Steam Navigation (P&O) and SAGA (SA de Gerame et d’Armencent), 
with MV Dragon. 

1967 Jul  8 BR SR operates last tank locomotives in passenger service: 07.18 Waterloo–
Salisbury (82029) and Southampton Central–Eastern Docks (80152). 

1967 Jul  9 BR SR operates its last steam trains (the last steam-hauled express services 
on BR and the last into a London terminus): ‘MN’ Pacific 35030 (Elder-
Dempster Lines) hauls final steam service into Waterloo (14.07 ex Weymouth). 
BR Standard 3MT 2-6-0 77014 hauls final steam service, evening 
Bournemouth–Poole parcels. Final up boat train hauled by 34021 Dartmoor; 
final ‘Bournemouth Belle’ Pullman service hauled by D1924 (last steam-hauled 
Jul 5 by 34036 Westward Ho). Weymouth becomes the last ex-GWR 



locomotive shed to close to standard gauge steam. (C class DS 240 is in steam 
as stationary boiler at Kimberley sidings, Ashford until Jul 23.) 

1967 Jul 10 BR inaugurates full electric services Waterloo–Bournemouth with Weymouth 
portions worked forward in push-pull mode with class 33/1 diesel locomotives. 
‘MN’ Pacific 35028 Clan Line* is purchased by Merchant Navy Locomotive 
Preservation Society. 

1967 Jul 27 Road Traffic Regulation Act: consolidation. “MoT” extended to 3 years. 

1967 Jul 28 Steelmaking industry renationalised as British Steel Corporation, under terms 
of Iron & Steel Act. 

1967 Jul 31 BR Thirsk accident: express collides with derailed cement wagon (7 killed; 
prototype locomotive DP2 written off). 

1967 Aug - New BR wages grade staff pension scheme inaugurated. 

1967 Aug  1 Start of motor vehicle registration year moved from Jan 1. 

1967 Aug  2 GLC opens new Blackwall Tunnel to (northbound) road traffic. 

1967 Aug 14 BR Willesden Freightliner terminal opens. 

1967 Aug 25 P. & A. Campbell (White Funnel)’s PS Bristol Queen runs final full excursion in 
Bristol Channel, the last true pleasure steamer (with reciprocating steam 
engine) commercially operating in England or Wales. The following day she hits 
debris off the south Wales coast and is withdrawn from service. 

1967 Sep - US Postal Service announces cancellation of principal rail contracts. 

1967 Sep  1 P&O revives dormant Grand Union (Shipping) Ltd as European Unit Routes Ltd 
to charter ships for Tilbury–Low Countries container services (continues to Apr 
1976). 

1967 Sep  3 Dagen H: Sweden changes from driving on the left to the right. 

1967 Sep  4 (wef) BR officially closes Nottingham Victoria station. 

1967 Sep  4 70 mph (112 km/h) speed limit made permanent (includes permission for HGVs 
on motorways). (Between 1974 and 1977 Regulations reduce speed limit to 60 
mph on dual carriageways and 50 mph on single carriageway roads.) 

1967 Sep  6 Supertanker Myrina for Deutsche Shell launched from the Musgrave Yard 
slipway at Harland & Wolff in Belfast, the largest ship built in the UK to this date 
at 193,048 summer dwt. 

1967 Sep  7 Ministry of Transport issues White Paper British Waterways: recreation and 
amenity. 

1967 Sep  9 BR closes sheds at North Blythe, Sunderland, Tyne Dock and West Hartlepool, 
ending last steam locomotive operations (on coal traffic) in (former) NER (?Oct 
1) and bringing withdrawal of last 0-6-0 locomotives (ex-LNER) from service, a 
type used in the North East for 140 years. Ex-NER Q6 0-8-0 63395* of 1918, 
withdrawn from Sunderland, is last pre-Grouping locomotive in service. 

1967 Sep  9 Death of Henry O’Brien, L&YR and LMS electrical engineer (Dublin) (b. 1876). 

1967 Sep 18 Dock labour decasualised. 

1967 Sep 27 Cunard liner Queen Mary* completes her last Atlantic crossing. 

1967 Sep 30 BBC Radio restructured into 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

1968 Sep c. Hall Lifts & Elevators sold to Otis. 

1967 Oct - BR LMR Westhouses shed (16G) closes and BR’s last working standard-gauge 
tank locomotives are withdrawn (3 x 3Fs and J94 68012). 

1967 Oct - Willow Wren ceases direct canal carrying in the south and closes its Braunston 
boatyard. BW repossesses its leased boats 1968. 



1967 Oct early–Nov 27 Unofficial London dock strike. 

1967 Oct  2 BR/SNCF introduce train ferry service Harwich–Dunkerque, using MV Norfolk 
Ferry. 

1967 Oct  2 Oxfordshire Ironstone Co. Ltd ceases to operate workmen’s trains (using goods 
brake van) at its Wroxton quarries from this date following their closure, 
perhaps the last such civilian standard-gauge service. 

1967 Oct  6 NCB North Derbyshire Area begins operation of Williamthorpe Colliery by its 
own diesels, replacing hired BR steam locomotives. 

1967 Oct  8 80 mg alcohol/100 ml blood limit for drivers introduced, under terms of Road 
Safety Act May 10. First breathalyser test administered at Flax Bourton on 
same day. 

1967 Oct 14 Samuel Ledgard (bus operator), Leeds acquired by West Yorkshire Road Car. 

1967 Oct 23 GPO introduces first postbus in England, Honiton–Dunkeswell (this service last 
operates 2 Jan 2004). 

1967 Oct 23 Hay Hamilton Ltd’s Scottish puffer SS Invercloy (1934) arrives at Dalmuir for 
breaking up, last coaster working commercially under steam. 

1967 Oct 28 Meeting to establish British Aircraft Preservation Council held at Derby. 

1967 Oct 30 West Riding Automobile Co., the largest independent bus operator, sold to 
THC. 

1967 Nov - Holy War* ceases work on Penrhydd Bach level, Dinorwic, the last narrow 
gauge ‘Quarry Hunslet’ steam locomotive operating in the Welsh slate industry. 

1967 Nov - Preserved ex-LNER Pacific 4472 Flying Scotsman* becomes only privately-
owned steam locomotive authorised to work excursions on BR, exercised in 
first instance until 31 Aug 1969. 

1967 Nov  4 Great Western Society moves into Didcot depot (from Taplow). 

1967 Nov  4 Blackdown air accident: Iberia Caravelle EC-BDD on Flight 062 from Malaga to 
Heathrow flies into Blackdown Hill, Fernhurst, Sussex (all 37 killed). 

1967 Nov  5 BR Hither Green accident: DEMU 1007 derailed at speed by broken rail (49 
killed). 

1967 Nov  5 BR runs last trains to Birkenhead Woodside (last arrival Nov 6 am). 

1967 Nov  8 First BBC local radio station, Radio Leicester. 

1967 Nov 11 Willow Wren make last run from Sideway Colliery, Stoke, to Henry Seddon & 
Sons Ltd’s saltworks, Middlewich, Trent & Mersey Canal, using leased BW (ex-
FMC) motor boat Tench*, the last regular commercial long-distance traffic on 
the north west narrow canals. Anderton Canal Carrying Co. (Alan Galley) set 
up Dec 1 to handle remaining traffic. 

1967 Nov 22 BET bus companies sold to THC. 

1967 Nov 27 GPO opens first Pulse Code Modulation digital trunk route between Sunbury on 
Thames and Faraday (London) telephone exchanges. 

1967 Dec - BR ER withdraws its last steam locomotive, Peppercorn K1 class 2-6-0 62005*. 

1967 Dec - BR’s first drive-through car ferry, MV Antrim Princess, enters service on 
Stranraer–Larne crossing. 

1967 Dec - Forth Ports Authority established as a public trust under terms of Forth Harbour 
Reorganisation Scheme, merging Burntisland, Grangemouth and Methil (from 
BTDB), Granton (private), Kirkcaldy (burgh) and Leith (trust) wef 1 Jan 1968. 

1967 Dec ? Coast Lines last offer passenger accommodation on Liverpool (East Trafalgar 
Dock)–London (East India Dock) shipping service in MVs Pacific Coast and 
Hibernian Coast. 



1967 Dec  2 BR MV Sea Freightliner I launched by J. Readhead (Swan Hunter), South 
Shields, first cellular container ship built. 

1967 Dec  2–3 New York Central Railroad operates ‘20th Century Limited’ for last time, New 
York–Chicago. 

1967 Dec 14 Northern Ireland Transport Holding Co. established, under terms of Transport 
Act (NI); begins operations 5 Apr 1968. 

1967 Dec 14 BR ceases (freight) traffic over Walnut Tree Viaduct, Glam. 

1967 Dec 30 BR operates last through Oxford–Cambridge passenger service. 

1967 Dec 30 BR withdraws last GWR-design general service passenger coaches. 

1967 Dec 31 BR LMR closes steam shed at 12A Carlisle Kingmoor, ending long-distance 
steam main line working. 

 1968 

1968 BR withdraws its last 359 standard-gauge steam locomotives, and 431 diesels, 
during year; also last LNER-design general service hauled passenger coaches. 

1968 -- - New BR numerical locomotive classification scheme. 

1968 -- - BR Freight Plan, gives continuing commitment to wagonload traffic if direct 
costs covered. 

1968 -- - BR closes Cowlairs locomotive works. 

1968 -- - Gloucester Railway Carriage & Wagon Co. builds its last wagon. 

1968 -- - Limehouse Cut diverted to enter Thames via Regent’s Canal Dock, under 
terms of British Waterways Act 1965. 

1968 -- - T. & S. Element cease to carry on Birmingham Canal Navigations. 

1968 -- - Strangford Lough Ferry (Strangford–Portaferry) passes to local authority control 

1968 -- - London’s first female bus driver, Lisa Mann, qualifies to work Continental 
Pioneer’s Richmond Hill service. 

1968 Jan - Ford Escort car introduced, from Halewood. Produced until 20 Jul 2000, having 
achieved 2M production by 1974. 

1968 Jan  1 BR introduces metric system for new projects. 

1968 Jan  1 BR introduces 6-digit National Location Codes for asset management. 

1968 Jan  1 Last BR train calls at Trent station. 

1968 Jan  1 UTA’s Ulster Transport Railways renamed Northern Ireland Railways. 

1968 Jan  2 BR introduces Holyhead–Dublin container service, using MV Harrogate. 

1968 Jan  6 BR Hixon accident: train collides at speed with heavy indivisible load on 
automatic half-barrier level crossing (11 killed). A judicial enquiry into the 
circumstances under Section 7 of the Railways Act 1871 is held by F.B. 
Gibbens QC. 

1968 Jan  6 Canal Transport Marketing Board inaugurated. 

1968 Jan 29 BR opens Millbrook (Southampton) Freightliner terminal. 

1968 Jan 29 M1 completed throughout, Belfast–Dungannon (38 miles/90 km), first motorway 
in Northern Ireland finished end to end. 

1968 Feb - Formation of Upper Clyde Shipbuilders by amalgamation of Fairfields, Govan; 
Alexander Stephen & Sons, Linthouse; John Brown & Co., Clydebank; Charles 
Connell & Co., Scotstoun; and Yarrow Shipbuilders Ltd (latter leaves 
consortium Apr 1970); with 48.4% government holding. 

1968 Feb - Miss Gillian Cazalet becomes a pilot with Skyways Coach Air Ltd. 



1968 Feb 10 Boeing 737 first commercial flight, with Lufthansa. 

1968 Feb c. BR WR closes Rhondda tunnel, at 3443 yds (3148 m) the longest in Wales. 

1968 Mar  1 Aurigny Air Services begins operations in Channel Islands. 

1968 Mar  2 BR runs last train (until 1987) through Birmingham Snow Hill tunnel, severing 
the ex-GWR Chester line as a through route. 

1968 Mar  3 First enthusiasts’ trains operate over Leighton Buzzard Light Railway (2 ft/60 
cm gauge) (first regular steam working Jun). 

1968 Mar 23 BR WR runs last regular passenger train Honeybourne (East Junction)–
Cheltenham. 

1968 Mar 23 BR ER Hatfield accident to freight train due to excessive speed. 

1968 Mar 24 Tuskar Rock accident: Aer Lingus Vickers Viscount EI-AOM St Phelim on flight 
712, Cork–London, crashes into St George’s Channel off Co. Wexford, 
attributed to structural failure (61 killed). 

1968 Mar 25 Opening of Tinsley motorway viaduct, Sheffield (steel box girder; Freeman, Fox 
& Partners, engineers) (lower level: upper level Jun?). 

1968 Apr  1 BR places into store at Hull Dairycoates 33 of 56 class 14 0-6-0DH trip working 
locomotives (some built as recently as Sep–Oct 1965) prior to sale into 
industry. 

1968 Apr  1 Portsmouth–Ryde hovercraft service introduced, using Hovermarine HM2 
sidewalled craft. 

1968 Apr  1 Teesside Municipal Transport set up under joint committee of Langbaurgh, 
Middlesbrough and Stockton councils, merging Middlesbrough and Stockton 
Corporation Transport departments and Tees-Side Railless Traction Board 
(owned 66% by Middlesbrough and 33% by Eston UDC), which had made the 
last extension to any trolleybus network (Grangetown–Eston–Normanby) the 
previous day. 

1968 Apr  5 Northern Ireland Transport Holding Co. takes over former UTA constituents, 
Northern Ireland Railways Co. Ltd, Ulsterbus Ltd, Northern Ireland Carriers Ltd 
and Northern Ireland Airports Ltd; UTA dissolved. 

1968 Apr  5 Monarch Airlines (established 5 Jun 1967 as subsidiary of Globus Gateway 
Holdings) begins operation with Luton–Madrid charter using Bristol Britannia 
aircraft (ceases trading 2 Oct 2017). 

1968 Apr  6 Richard Marsh (Lab.) succeeds Barbara Castle as Minister of Transport (until 6 
Oct 1969). 

1968 Apr  7 Western Ferries (Clyde) Ltd begin ro-ro service Kennacraig (West Loch 
Tarbert)–Islay route. 

1968 Apr  8 Heathrow air accident: BOAC Boeing 707 G-ARWE on flight Speedbird 712 
crashes after takeoff from Heathrow for Sydney following engine fire (5 killed). 

1968 Apr 12 B+I Line runs last Dundalk–Liverpool cargo service, with MV Inniscarra. 

1968 Apr 30 BR transfers remaining portion of Harpenden–Hemel Hempstead branch to 
Hemelite (concrete block producers). 

1968 May  6 BR runs last Okehampton–Bere Alston passenger service, severing the ex-
LSWR Exeter–Plymouth line as a through route west of Meldon Quarry. 

1968 May  6 BR LMR deletes the suffix ‘Halt’ from the name of stopping places. 

1968 May 10 BR runs last royal train over Windsor (Central) branch (19.00 ex Matlock, 
5226/3). 

1968 May 12 Belfast Corporation last runs trolleybuses, the only system in the island of 
Ireland. 



1968 May 14 British Leyland Motor Corporation Ltd set up by merger of British Motor 
Holdings and Leyland Motor Corporation (announced Jan 17). Some products 
badged BMC. Takes over Aveling-Barford during year.  

1968 May 20 BR diverts Vale of Rheidol Railway (2 ft/60 cm gauge) onto former standard-
gauge formation at Aberystwyth. The steam locomotives and stock are 
repainted with current BR blue livery and logo. 

1968 Jun - Bedwas & Machen UDC 6 (PAX 466F)* is delivered, the last lowbridge double-
deck bus built (Leyland Titan PD3/Massey Brothers). 

1968 Jun  4 GPO introduces first postbus in Scotland, Dunbar–Innerwick–Spott. 

1968 Jun 10 Last Irish Travelling Post Office lineside mail exchanges, Enfield and 
Charleville. 

1968 Jun 18 First commercial passage of BR dedicated ISO container ferry Sea Freightliner 
I, 04.45 Harwich Parkeston Quay–Rotterdam (or Mar 7 Harwich–Zeebrugge). 

1968 Jun 24 NUR begin work to rule. 

1968 Jun 24 Lease of Ripon Canal lower pound by Ripon Motor Boat Club returns to BW. 

1968 Jun 25 BTH opens Old Course Hotel, St Andrews, its only new establishment. 

1968 Jun 29 Keighley & Worth Valley Light Railway, Keighley–Oxenhope, reopens as a 
heritage steam-worked line. 

1968 Jul - BTDB takes over Humber Conservancy Board. 

1968 Jul - GPO introduces K8 public telephone kiosk (Bruce Martin, designer) intended to 
replace K6 (Jubilee) model. 

1968 Jul–Aug BR/NUR/ASLEF Penzance and Windsor Agreements: major concessions from 
unions on productivity and reduction in number of grades. 

1968 Jul  1 BR diverts Matlock–Peak Forest Junction traffic via Dore & Chinley, severing 
the ex-MR Derby–Manchester line as a through route. 

1968 Jul  1 BR LMR closes steam sheds at 9H Patricroft (Eccles) and 9K Bolton. 

1968 Jul  3 Countryside Act, gives cyclists right to use bridleways; provision for local 
authorities to reclassify roads used as public paths as either bridleways or 
byways open to all traffic. 

1968 Aug  1 BR Seaspeed introduces Dover–Boulogne hovercraft service, using SR-N4 The 
Princess Margaret (Rolls-Royce Proteus gas turbine engines), first international 
car-carrying service. 

1968 Aug  1 Port of Tyne Authority takes over management from Tyne Improvement 
Commission and others. 

1968 Aug  3 BR’s last steam-hauled ordinary passenger trains, from Preston to Blackpool 
(45212*) and Liverpool (45318*); last steam-hauled freights, Heysham–
Carnforth (75019) and on Kendal branch (44709); last steam banker, on Copy 
Pit (48191); and last steam heating of sleeping cars, Preston (45212*, Aug 3–
4). 48665 (built Brighton Apr 1944) works freight and withdrawn. 

1968 Aug  4 BR LMR closes steam shed at 10D Lostock Hall (Preston) as locomotive depot, 
45212* being last on shed. 48476 (built Swindon Jun 1945) & 73069 work last 
(RCTS 1L50) chartered steam special. 48493 works Lostock Hall–Farington 
Juncn ballast shunt. 48519 (built Doncaster) yard shunting at Rose Grove. 

1968 Aug  5 BR LMR closes steam sheds at 10A Carnforth* and 10F Rose Grove (Burnley). 

1968 Aug 11 BR’s last steam-hauled passenger train, 1T57 “Fifteen guinea special”, 
Liverpool–Manchester–Carlisle & return (45110*, 70013 Oliver Cromwell*, 
44871*). 



1968 Aug 18–19  BR 70013 Oliver Cromwell* and LT&SR 80 Thundersley* are delivered to 
Bressingham Steam Museum, Norfolk, the first items from the BR relics 
collection to be placed on loan to a private institution. 

1968 Aug 20 BR’s first dedicated company container train, for Ford Motor Co., Liverpool 
(Halewood)–Harwich Parkeston Quay. 

1968 Sep - New Bus Grant Scheme: Government subsidy of 25% (increased to 50% from 
Oct 1971) for all new stage carriage vehicles capable of one person operation. 
Continues until 1984. 

1968 Sep - Nissan-Datsun begin large-scale import of Datsun cars at Shoreham. 

1968 Sep  1 LTB opens first section of Victoria Line, Walthamstow Central–Highbury & 
Islington (Dec 1: Stage II, Highbury–Warren Street) using 1967 stock by Metro-
Cammell with automatic train operation and single train operators. 

1968 Sep  3 Last steam train on a US industrial short line, Magma Arizona (5*). 

1968 Sep 6–7 Isle of Man Railway runs last (steam) passenger trains on Ramsey and Peel 
lines (respectively). (4 Loch* works her first revenue train with a new boiler on 
the Peel service.) Freight traffic on both lines continues until Sep 27. 

1968 Sep  7 LT commences implementation of Reshaping London’s Buses programme: 
route changes to ‘hub and spoke model’ and flat fare entrance turnstile single-
deckers on high-capacity suburban routes in certain areas (Wood Green). 

1968 Sep  8 BR introduces selective prices for passenger fares, under terms of  National 
Board for Prices and Incomes approval, May. 

1968 Sep 11 First locomotive towed from Woodham Brothers’ Barry scrapyard for 
preservation, 43924* to Keighley & Worth Valley Light Railway (restored to 
steam 4 Oct 1970). 

1968 Sep 11 GPO opens Empress PCM Digital Tandem Exchange, Earl’s Court, world’s first 
to switch PCM signals carrying live traffic from one group of telephone lines to 
another in digital form. 

1968 Sep 16 GPO introduces two-tier letter post system: TPOs and inland air services carry 
1st class letters only. 

1968 Sep 19 BR 73050* works under own steam Newton Heath–Peterborough for 
preservation. 

1968 Sep 20 Plaxton Elite coach bodywork introduced, first with side windows curved in 
profile (Ogle Design). 

1968 Sep 21–2 ‘Operation Ashton’ on Ashton Canal through Droylsden, first major canal 
clearance by volunteers (Graham Palmer & John Foley, leaders). 

1968 Sep 22 Death of Leslie Morton, canal carrier. 

1968 Sep 23 BR introduces experimental on-train public announcements, on regular 
Euston–Manchester services. 

1968 Sep 23 Boeing rolls out first 747 jumbo jet airliner, Everett, Wash. First flies 9 Feb 
1969, Paines Field (Joe Sutter). 

1968 Sep 30 Last steam-worked industrial narrow gauge (2 ft 6 in./76 cm) passenger 
service, Bowater’s, Sittingbourne, ceases from this date. 

1968 Sep 30 PLA closes St Katharine Docks to shipping. 

1968 Aut ? BR LMR Line Group management (West Coast, Midland, etc.) 

1968 Oct - M1 motorway completed by opening of Rotherham–Leeds section (35 miles (56 
km)). At Leeds, it is tunnelled over the 1758 Middleton Railway. 

1968 Oct  1 MoT goods vehicle plating and testing scheme commences. 



1968 Oct  1 Glenlight Shipping Ltd formed to manage Scottish coasting fleets of Hay 
Hamilton Ltd and Ross & Marshall Ltd. 

1968 Oct  4 First section of Frankfurt U-Bahn opened, pioneering the Stadtbahn concept. 

1968 Oct  7 PLA’s Brent* (ex TID 159) works final duties, last steam tug to work in London’s 
enclosed dock system (Royal Docks). 

1968 Oct  9 PO introduces rectangular fabricated postbox (F Type; David Mellor, designer; 
Vandyke Engineering, manufacturer). 150 produced, but design does not prove 
durable. 

1968 Oct 14 New BR Euston station officially opens. 

1968 Oct 25 Transport Act. Based partly on report of Joint Steering Group (appointed by 
Mrs Castle 1966) Sep 1967, Government White Papers Railway Policy Nov 
1967 and British Waterways Sep 1967, and report of Geddes Committee on 
carriers’ licensing (appointed by Ernest Marples) 1965. BR capital liabilities 
written off; government subsidy for BR socially necessary services according to 
Cooper Brothers formula (an average of maintenance costs and administrative 
expenses on a service-by-service basis); block grants to BR London area 
services. Tapering grant to BR for ‘surplus capacity’, i.e. track mileage in 
excess of normal traffic demands. Regional railway boards no longer statutory. 
BR workshops may tender for work in the open market. BR given duty to 
undertake research. BR may no longer challenge road transport operators in 
licencing courts. Section 34 provides for local authority grants or loans to 
socially necessary rural bus or ferry services, 50% refundable by Government 
(supersedes BR grants for replacement bus services); section 138 permits local 
authority travel concessions to elderly or disabled people. Passenger Transport 
Authorities to be established for major regional conurbations. NBC subsidiary 
Amalgamated Passenger Transport Ltd (Dewsbury) to take over railway shares 
in joint bus operations with municipalities. Section 30 permits school buses to 
convey general public. Minibuses seating up to 12 operable by permit. 
Transport Holding Co. to be dissolved; National Bus Co. to take over English & 
Welsh operators; NFC to take over BRS, railways sundries business, 51% of 
Freightliners Ltd and AHL. Requirement for haulier to prove need if applying to 
extend operator’s licence is abolished. Carriers’ licensing to be abolished for 
vehicles under 3½ t and replaced by a form of quality licencing for operators of 
larger HGVs. Provision for ‘quantity licensing’ of road hauliers, obliging them to 
offer first refusal of traffic over 100 miles (160 km) to BR, never implemented 
and repealed by incoming government. (Substantial increases in HGV taxation 
dropped from Bill at early stage.) Reintroduces HGV tests for drivers; introduces 
maximum drivers’ hours for HGVs and authorises use of tachographs to record 
them; introduces HGV weight plating. First “MoT” test to be at three years from 
first registration. Divides British Waterways into Commercial, Cruising and 
Remainder; removes certain obligations (e.g. those under Railway Regulation 
Act 1873) to maintain waterways. Creates Inland Waterways Advisory Council. 
Provides for transfer of relics to Department of Education & Science (records to 
Public Record Office). 

1968 Nov - CIÉ last uses horses for delivery, Dublin. 

1968 Nov  1 BR officially begins removing D prefixes from diesel locomotive numbers. 

1968 Nov  3 Reading Corporation runs its last trolleybuses. They are largely replaced by 
crush-load single-deckers. 

1968 Nov  3 Bantry Transportation Co’s new Ultra Large Crude Carrier TSS Universe Ireland 
(330 000 dwt; Yokohama built; Liberian registered) makes first call at Gulf Oil’s 
Whiddy Island oil terminal in Bantry Bay. 

1968 Nov  5 Manchester Liners’ MV Manchester Challenge begins a regular Manchester–
Montreal service, the first British-built and -owned oceanic cellular container 
ship (500 teu, launched by Smiths Dock Co., Middlesbrough Jun 11 with 
Crossley engines). 



1968 Nov  6 (24.00 hrs) British Eagle International Airlines ceases trading. 

1968 Nov 30 General Electric Co. absorbs English Electric (Arnold Weinstock, managing 
director). 

1968 Nov 30 Official last steam train on Swiss Federal Railways (2969*). 

1968 Dec  6 Last steam freight train on a US class 1 railroad, Denver & Rio Grande Western 
(3 ft/0.914 m gauge), Alamosa–Durango (473*/483*). 

1968 Dec 11 Vulcan Foundry deliver D449, last of fifty class 50s (introduced 7 Oct 1967), to 
BR LMR. Last diesel locomotive built for BR until 1977 and last ever designed 
for passenger traffic. 

1968 Dec 31 Operation of last bus service with nominally full railway ownership, Sheffield 
Joint Omnibus Committee route 85, Sheffield–Worksop. 

1968 Dec 31 British Transport Ship Management (Scotland) Ltd takes over Stranraer–Larne 
service. 

 1969 

1969 BR achieves railway operating surplus of £48.5M and overall surplus of 
£14.7M, subsidy now being counted into passenger income. 

1969 Peak year for UK truck manufacture, 199K being produced. 

1969 -- - London Underground introduces recorded “Mind the Gap” station 
announcements. 

1969 -- - BR withdraws last pre-Grouping directors’ saloon, ex-GNR 706E* (1897). 

1969 -- - ASLEF withdraws from Ireland, its membership being transferred to NATE. 

1969 -- - OIÉ opens Great Southern Inn, Killarney, first of three wholly new hotels built 
under its auspices. 

1969 -- - Increase in fuel duty rebate for buses. 

1969 -- - City Link express delivery service set up, initially utilising BR Red Star for 
trunking. 

1969 -- - First miniroundabout introduced, Peterborough (Frank Blackmore, designer; 
this example abandoned 2008). 

1969 -- - Preston Bus Station opens (80 bus gates & multistorey car park; Keith Ingham 
of Building Design Partnership, architect; Ove Arup & Partners, engineers). 

1969 -- - Freight Transport Association formed by merger of Traders’ Road Transport 
Association, Traders’ Traffic Association and Traders’ Co-ordinating 
Committee. 

1969 -- - Regent’s Canal Dock closed to commercial shipping. 

1969 -- - The Maritime Trust established to co-ordinate preservation of historic vessels, 
largely on initiative of the Duke of Edinburgh. 

1969 -- - Immingham Oil Terminal opens. 

1969 c. Boalloy patent Tautliner curtain-sided truck body. 

1969 early - CIÉ introduces its first dedicated container service, Dublin–Cork. 

1969 Jan - First ex-SR locomotive removed from Woodham Brothers’ Barry scrapyard for 
preservation, 31618*. 

1969 Jan  1 Transport Act 1968 comes into effect. National Bus Company begins 
operations. National Freight Corporation takes over road transport operations 
from THC (retaining its headquarters) and National Carriers (former Sundries 
Division) and Freightliners (51%) from BRB (which is forbidden to operate 
goods vehicles). Scottish Transport Group takes over management of Scottish 
Bus Group Ltd and Caledonian Steam Packet Co. Ltd. Also, LT takes legal 



ownership of Bromley–Barking line (station operation from 26 Apr 1970). (A.N. 
Todd, Chairman & T.W.H. Gailey, Chief Executive, NBC; Sir Reginald Wilson, 
Chairman & G.W. Quick Smith, Chief Executive, NFC; W.M. Little, Chief 
Executive, STG.) 

1969 Jan  1 THC acquires majority holding in tour operator Lunn Poly, guaranteeing its air 
charter arrangements. 

1969 Jan  4 BR ScR runs last trains on St Andrews branch. 

1969 Jan  5 BR runs last passenger trains on Waverley route (until 2015). Closure of 
Galashiels leaves no stations open in Selkirkshire and Hawick (population 
16,000) is 45 miles from the nearest railhead. 

1969 Jan  5 Gatwick accident: Ariana Afghan Airways Boeing 727 YA-FAR crashes into 
house (50 killed). 

1969 Jan  8 First ex-GWR locomotive purchased from Woodham Brothers’ Barry scrapyard 
for preservation, 5322*; removed Mar 8 to Caerphilly. 

1969 Jan 26 BR closes Ryde Pier Tramway. 

1969 Feb c. Stockport Corporation 97* enters service, the last open rear platform double-
deck bus in the UK (Leyland Titan PD3/East Lancs). 

1969 Feb 19 Ruston & Hornsby Ltd despatch the last of c.6K internal combustion industrial 
locomotives from their Lincoln works (544998). 

1969 Feb 19 Liverpool Corporation introduces first one-man double-deck bus operation 
using purpose-built rear-engine vehicle. (The claim to priority has been 
disputed by Manchester and elsewhere.) 

1969 Feb 24 BR Board authorises High Speed Diesel Train (HST) prototype design (Terry 
Miller, Chief Engineer (Traction & Rolling Stock); Kenneth Grange, consultant 
industrial designer). 

1969 Mar  2 First flight of BAC/Aérospatiale Concorde supersonic airliner, prototype 001* 
from Toulouse (first flight of British prototype 002*, from Bristol Apr 9). Sixteen 
production models will be built up to 1978; last flight 2003. 

1969 Mar  6–29 TSS Encounter Bay makes maiden voyage as world’s first purpose-built 
deepwater container ship (1,530 teu) for Overseas Containers Ltd, Rotterdam–
Fremantle (British traffic being transhipped from Tilbury due to TGWU dispute). 

1969 Mar  7 LTB officially opens Victoria Line throughout, the first wholly new Tube line 
since 1907 and the first in bored tunnel since 1947. 

1969 Mar 17 Longhope life-boat disaster: RNLB TGB overwhelmed by high seas (all 8 crew 
killed). 

1969 Mar 19 United Kingdom Oil Pipeline, Stanlow–Shell Haven, opens. 

1969 Mar 20 Border Union Railway Co. publicly launches its revival scheme for the Waverley 
route; the scheme will be effectively abandoned by the end of the year. 

1969 Mar 22 Associated Container Transportation’s ACT 1 begins maiden voyage to 
Australia. 

1969 Mar 23 BR runs last cross-London (parcels) train through Snow Hill tunnel (until 1988). 

1969 Spr? First bus in all-over commercial advertising livery, LT RM1737* for Silexine 
Paints. 

1969 Apr  1 Merseyside, SELNEC, Tyneside and West Midlands Passenger Transport 
Authorities set up under terms of Transport Act 1968 to provide integrated 
public transport, operating through Passenger Transport Executives, combining 
bus and ferry fleets of former municipalities and other major operators, wef Oct 
1 (WM), Nov 1 (SELNEC), Dec 1 (Merseyside) and 1 Jan 1970 (Tyneside). 



1969 Apr  5 Dart Valley Light Railway, Buckfastleigh–Totnes (Riverside), opens (officially 
May 21, by Dr Beeching) as commercially-operated steam-worked tourist line 
using heritage GWR-design equipment. Offpeak services this season are 
worked push-pull. (Last passenger service on line 1 Nov 1959.) 

1969 Apr  9 Wolverhampton Corporation’s Sikh bus crews win the right to wear turbans on 
duty. 

1969 Apr 11 BR Pay and Efficiency Agreement for workshop staff concluded, reducing 
number of grades and abolishing piecework. 

1969 Apr 18 Jones (bus operator) of Aberbeeg sold to NBC. 

1969 Apr 20 Willow Wren make last delivery of imported bulk grain from Brentford to 
Whitworth Brothers’ mill, Wellingborough, via Grand Union Canal and River 
Nene, the last regular commercial traffic passing to the Nene. Flamingo and 
Beverley* carry the last load. BR take over the traffic from Tilbury. 

1969 Apr 24 BLMC launches (in Oporto) its first new model, the Austin Maxi, Britain’s first 
production hatchback family saloon car, with 5-speed transmission (Alec 
Issigonis, engineer). Production (at Cowley) continues to 1981. 

1969 May  2 Very Large Crude Carrier Esso Northumbria launched by Swan Hunter at 
Wallsend, the largest ship built in the UK to this date at 254,277 dwt.  

1969 May  2–7 Cunard dual purpose cruise liner TSS Queen Elizabeth 2* (launched 
Clydebank 1967) makes maiden transatlantic voyage, Southampton–New York. 

1969 May  3 BR ER runs last train on Lynn–Hunstanton branch. 

1969 May  5 (wef) BR closes Manchester Exchange and Central stations and withdraws 
residual passenger service through Loughborough Central. 

1968 May  5 BR officially deletes the suffix ‘Halt’ from the name of remaining stopping 
places carrying it in England and Wales. 

1969 May  5 BR ER inaugurates Lea Valley electrification. Mk III overhead line equipment 
with headspans generally (rather than portal structures) and metric dimensions. 

1969 May  7 BR Morpeth accident: high-speed derailment on curve (6 killed). 

1969 May  7 Union Pacific 6900*, first ‘Centennial’ DDA40X D-DDE from General Motors 
EMD, at 6600hp the most powerful diesel locomotive class in the world, makes 
first trip. 

1969 May 29 Shannon Ferries Ltd begin operation, Tarbert (Co. Kerry)–Kilmer (Co. Clare), 
with MV Shannon Heather. 

1969 Jun  BR LMR opens power signal boxes at Trent, Derby and Saltley with NX panels, 
controlling 242 route miles (387 km) and replacing 180 manual boxes. 

1969 Jun c. NIR introduces conductor guard working on all trains. 

1969 Jun  1 BR holding in Huddersfield Joint Omnibus Committee passes to Amalgamated 
Passenger Transport (NBC). On Oct 1, Huddersfield Corporation buys out this 
holding. 

1969 Jun  1 Vickers Vimy biplane replica* built by volunteers of Vintage Aircraft & Flying 
Association (Brooklands) first flies. 

1969 Jun 10–Jul 23  Four serious derailments on BR due to buckled continuously-welded 
rails. 

1969 Jun 10 Seaham Harbour Dock Co.’s steam PT Reliant (1907) leaves station. 

1969 Jun 20 Llandudno cable car opened. 

1969 Jun 25 Vehicle & Driving Licences Act authorises centralisation of licensing. 

1969 Jun 26 EEC Regulation 1191 Public Service Obligation requires state rail subsidy to be 
restricted to unprofitable passenger services. 



1969 Jun 30 BR/Godfrey Davis Rail Drive self-drive car hire facility introduced at 70 mainline 
stations. 

1969 Jul - Orkney Islands Shipping Co. SS Earl Sigurd (1931) makes final voyage, the last 
steamer on the Northern Isles service. 

1969 Jul c. Pelican crossing introduced. 

1969 Jul  1 David MacBrayne Ltd passes to management of Scottish Transport Group 
(50% share each from Transport Holding Co. and Coast Lines Ltd). Bus 
operations transfer progressively to Highland Omnibuses 1970. 

1969 Jul  4 Last commercial traffic on Wey Navigation. 

1969 Jul 19 Death of Maj.-Gen. Gilbert Szlumper, SR general manager (b. 1884). 

1969 Jul 20 Neil Armstrong becomes first man to walk on the moon (US NASA Apollo 11 
mission). 

1969 Jul 26 Birmingham City Council officially opens James Brindley Walk canalside 
conservation scheme at Farmers Bridge Locks, Birmingham & Fazeley Canal 
(Peter White, job architect). 

1969 Jul 31 NIR starts to take delivery of its first diesel locomotives, 0-6-0DH shunters from 
English Electric/Vulcan Foundry. 

1969 Jul 31 BR MV Vortigern enters service on Dover–Boulogne passage, the last (dual 
purpose) train ferry built. 

1969 Aug 14 (?Sep 13) BR PS Ryde makes its final Isle of Wight ferry crossing, the last 
Solent paddle steamer. 

1969 Aug 15 Start of Troubles in Northern Ireland: six Belfast Corporation Transport Daimler 
buses destroyed in rioting. 

1969 Aug 28 London Railway Preservation Society opens heritage railway centre at 
Quainton Road, Bucks. 

1969 late Smr? North Norfolk Railway Co. Ltd issues prospectus as public company offering 
shares (with little prospect of financial return) in this heritage line. 

1969 Sep - Central Gulf Lines, New Orleans, takes delivery of world’s first Lighter Aboard 
Ship (LASH) vessel, Acadia Forest (Jerome L. Goldman, naval architect). 

1969 Sep 16 P. & A. Campbell’s TSMV St Trillo runs final Menai Bridge/Llandudno excursion. 

1969 Oct  1 West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive (the first PTE to operate) takes 
control of Birmingham, Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton municipal 
bus fleets (Walsall trolleybuses last operate in regular service 2 Oct 1970). 

1969 Oct  1 Isle of Sark Shipping Co Ltd takes over service to the island from Commodore 
Shipping with MV Ile de Serk (ex Island Commodore). 

1969 Oct  1 Post Office becomes public corporation; Postmaster General becomes Minister 
of Post & Telecommunications (John Stonehouse). Guernsey and Jersey set 
up their own postal administrations. 

1969 Oct 18–19 ‘Welshpool Weekend’ (“Operation Mudsplash”): Montgomeryshire Canal 
through Welshpool cleared in a ‘big dig’ by volunteers. SUCS waterbus Powis 
Princess launched here 16 May 1970. 

1969 Oct 25 Last steam-worked industrial narrow gauge (2 ft 6 in./76 cm) railway operates, 
Bowater’s, Sittingbourne (portion donated for preservation officially Oct 4, 
Triumph*). 

1969 Oct 31 RCT runs official last trains on Longmoor Military Railway. 

1969 Nov  9 BR LMR completes replacement Besses o’ th’ Barn bridge over A56 Bury Old 
Road and M62 motorway (prestressed concrete box girder with longitudinal 
cantilever decks; W.F. Beatty, chief civil engineer). 



1969 Nov 22 LT introduces one-man double-deck bus operation using XA (Atlantean) 22 on 
route 233, Croydon. 

1969 Nov 29 Completion of Trans-Australian standard-gauge. 

1969 Dec - Hay’s Dock, London, closes. 

1969 Dec  3 Cardiff Corporation runs its last trolleybuses in normal service, the last in Wales 
(official closure 11 Jan 1970). 

1969 Dec  5 Cork County Council opens Dursey Island cable car. 

1969 Dec 10? Shannon grab hopper dredger Coill an Eo launched, last vessel built at Liffey 
Dockyard. 

1969 Dec 31 BR closes Inverurie locomotive works. 

 1970 

1970  NIR opens Castlerock signal box, the last mechanical installation in Ireland, 
and inaugurates its first panel interlocking, at Portadown, during year. 

1970 -- - Dr Michael J.T. Lewis’s Early Wooden Railways published. 

1970 -- - Courier Express set up in UK as parcels delivery service. 

1970 -- - Raleigh Chopper Mk I children’s bicycle introduced. 

1970 -- - Blue badge parking permits available for disabled people. 

1970 -- - Braidley Road Bridge, Bournemouth, completed (post-tensioned reinforced 
concrete; Gifford, engineers), first with tensioning cables left unencased. 

1970 Jan - Adoption of Sealink brand name for marketing BR and associated shipping 
services. 

1970 Jan  1 BRB takes non-executive status, railways being managed by a Railway 
Management Group; British Rail Engineering Ltd takes over workshops, with 
ability to tender for outside contracts; British Rail Property Board takes over 
property management; Transport Systems & Market Research Ltd (Transmark) 
begins operation as overseas consultancy. (David Bowick, chief executive, 
railways; Graham Calder, CM&EE.) 

1970 Jan  1 LT passes to control of GLC as LTE without accumulated debt, under terms of 
London Transport Act 1969; London Country Bus Services to NBC. LTE takes 
full control of Hammersmith & City lines Westbourne Park–Paddington 
suburban. 

1970 Jan  3 BR runs last passenger services via Woodhead; last passenger use of 
Sheffield Victoria station. 

1970 Jan  5 BMMO S23 single-decker 5941* (UHA 941H), the last bus wholly built at its 
central works (Carlyle Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham), enters service. 

1970 Jan 21 Fraserburgh life-boat disaster: RNLB Duchess of Kent capsizes (5 crew killed). 

1970 Jan 21 Pan Am makes first commercial flight of a Boeing 747 jumbo jet airliner, New 
York–London Heathrow. 

1970 Feb - BR ScR (sic.) withdraws last SR-design general service hauled passenger 
coaches (Bulleid-design SOs 1466 & 1502). 

1970 Feb c. Yvonne Pope makes first commercial flight as First Officer in Dan-Air de 
Havilland Comet 4 jet. 

1970 Feb 23 BR gains approval for electrification Weaver Junction–Glasgow. Mk IIIA 
overhead line equipment with aluminium/steel catenary rather than copper. 

1970 Feb 27 Anderton Canal Carrying Co. carries last long-distance commercial traffic on 
Trent & Mersey Canal (Mountbatten*). 

1970 Mar - Post Office introduces Datapost overnight courier delivery service. 



1970 Mar c. Furness Withy incease shareholding in Manchester Liners to take control. 

1970 Mar  8 BR signal control centre at Bristol controls 114 route miles (182 km), at this 
time the largest installation in Europe. 

1970 Mar 15 BOAC takes delivery of its first Boeing 747 jumbo jet airliner. 

1970 Mar 31 NIR runs last regular steam-hauled passenger train on a national network in the 
British Isles, 17.25 Whitehead–Carrickfergus (hauled by WT class 2-6-4T 4*). 

1970 Apr - STG transfers MacBraynes Inverness area bus operations to Highland 
Omnibuses. 

1970 Apr  3 CIÉ opens Ballinacourty factory branch. 

1970 Apr 11 First bus delivered to an NBC order, Bristol VRT/ECW OFC 901H* ordered for 
Southern Vectis but delivered as City of Oxford Motor Services 301. 

1970 Apr 19 Portscreek reopens to navigation, having been blocked since 1939. 

1970 Apr 25 Death of O.V.S. Bulleid, SR and CIÉ CME (Malta) (b. 1882). 

1970 Apr 27 Willow Wren Canal Transport goes into receivership. 

1970 May - Caledonian Steam Packet Co. Ltd introduces MV Iona on Gourock–Dunoon 
passage, the first ro-ro car ferry in the fleet (nominally on charter from 
MacBraynes). 

1970 May  2 NIR runs last regular steam-hauled train on a national network in the British 
Isles, Magheramorne–Belfast Lough spoil for M2 motorway construction 
(worked by WT class 2-6-4Ts). 

1970 May  2 Ro-ro car ferry MS Apollo enters service with Rederi AB Slite on Kapellskär–
Mariehamn–Naantali service, first of the ‘Papenburg sisters’ built by Jos. L. 
Meyer Werft, Germany (launched 23 Dec 1968). 

1970 May  6 Rochdale Committee of Inquiry into Shipping reports. 

1970 May 22 Appledore Shipbuilders Ltd (Court Line) float out the first ship built at their new 
covered yard, dredger Pen Stour. 

1970 May 23 BR Britannia Bridge over Menai Straits closed by fire. 

1970 May 23 Severn Valley Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a heritage steam-
worked line, south from Bridgnorth (to Hampton Loade). Bridgnorth signal box 
completely rebuilt. 

1970 Jun - Highland Omnibuses take over John Morrison, Northton, South Harris. 

1970 Jun c. TIP Trailer Rental opens its first UK depot (West Thurrock). 

1970 Jun  1 BR operates first stone train over new connection from Foster Yeoman’s 
Merehead Quarry (Somerset Mendips) with 1022 Western Sentinel. 

1970 Jun  2 Cleddau Bridge collapse, Pembrokeshire: box girder road span collapses 
during erection (4 killed). Three other box girder collapses worldwide this year; 
results in Merrison Inquiry and new standards for such structures. 

1970 Jun 20 BR WR runs last regular Bridgend–Treherbert passenger services. 

1970 Jun 21 Penn Central Transportation Co. files for bankruptcy, the largest in the US up to 
this date. Penn Central was a 1 Feb 1968 merger between the Pennsylvania 
and New York Central Railroads, with the New Haven & Hartford RR wholly 
merged 1 Jan 1969. Taken over by Conrail 1 Apr 1976. 

1970 Jul - BMMO S23 single-decker 5991 (UHA 991H), the last bus built at its central works 
(panelled and fitted out by Plaxton, Scarborough), enters service. 

1970 Jul - Douglas Corporation sells last Utility double-deck buses out of service. 

1970 Jul  1 (wef) John Cockerill’s Tilbury–Ostend shipping service closed. 



1970 Jul  3 NIR relaunch ‘Enterprise’ express, Belfast–Dublin, with new dedicated Mk 2b 
buckeye stock (built by BREL Derby) worked push-pull by new 101 class 
locomotives (built by BREL Doncaster for Hunslet), NIR’s first mainline diesels. 

1970 Jul  3 Dan-Air disaster: Dan-Air de Havilland Comet G-APDN on charter to Clarksons, 
Manchester–Barcelona, crashes at Sierra Del Montseny, Spain, off route (all 
112 killed). 

1970 Jul 16–Aug  2 TGWU dockworkers strike (State of Emergency declared). 

1970 Jul 19 Brunel’s SS Great Britain* (1843) is towed up the Avon to Bristol for 
preservation. 

1970 Jul 28 A40(M) Westway in London opens. 

1970 Aug early Waterway Recovery Group formed by IWA members to co-ordinate voluntary 
efforts in physical waterway restoration. 

1970 Aug 15 Aer Arann begins operation. 

1970 Aug 20 Wey & Arun Canal Society holds first meeting (first working party at Rowner 
Lock 28 Mar 1971). 

1970 Aug 22 Last steam train on a US standard gauge line, Mobile & Gulf, Alabama (97*). 

1970 Aug 26–Sep  3  Willow Wren makes last delivery of coal loaded by lorry at Gopsall 
Wharf on Ashby Canal (the last regular load on this waterway, managed by 
Willow Wren Cruisers under contract to Ashby Canal Association) to John 
Dickinson & Co’s Croxley paper mill on Grand Union Canal in Redshank and 
Ara*, ceases all canal carrying and goes into liquidation. (Last delivery to 
Croxley directly operated by Willow Wren Canal Transport Services in Stratford 
and Bideford 18 Jan 1967.) 

1970 Aug 28 Seaton & District Electric Tramway opens, for tourist traffic, 2 ft 9 in. gauge on 
railway formation. 

1970 Sep  6 BR introduces minimum earning level, £6 pw. 

1970 Sep  6 Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine hijacks four Europe–New York 
flights forcing three to land at Dawson’s Field, Jordan. On Sep 9 BOAC VC.10 
G-ASGN on Flight 775 Bombay–London is hijacked after leaving Bahrein and 
added to those held, being the first British airliner hijacked. Leads to 
intensification of airport security checks. 

1970 Sep  7 STG transfers MacBraynes Skye bus operations to Highland Omnibuses and 
Ardrishaig operations to Western SMT. 

1970 Sep  8 First diesel locomotive sold by BR to a heritage line: Dart Valley Light Railway. 

1970 Sep 30 BR Old Dalby test track brought into use. 

1970 Oct - Seddon Diesel Vehicles of Oldham takes over fellow truck manufacturer 
Atkinson of Walton-le-Dale. 

1970 Oct  4 Last day of BR passenger services over East Lincolnshire Railway. 

1970 Oct 15 Newly-created Department of the Environment takes over Government 
responsibility for transport (Peter Walker (Con.), Secretary of State; John 
Peyton, Minister for Transport Industries (until 4 Mar 1974; Minister of 
Transport since Jun 23)). 

1970 Oct 15 Blue Line narrow boats complete last “jam ’ole run” from Atherstone Colliery to 
Kearley & Tonge, Southall, Grand Union Canal, the last regular commercial 
long-distance (240 miles/380 km) carrying on the narrow canals: Renfrew* + 
Lucy* (Bill & Rose Whitlock with Laura Carter), Stanton* (Jim & Doris Collins) 
and Nutfield* + Raymond* (Arthur & Rose Bray with Ernie Kendall), the latter 
being the last unloaded, on Oct 19. 

1970 Oct 15 ‘Thames’ spritsail barge Cambria*, the last vessel trading commercially under 
sail alone in British waters, loads her last cargo (cattle cake), at Tilbury, setting 



sail on Oct 17 and unloading at Ipswich Oct 20, returning light to Gravesend to 
lay up Oct 22–23 (Capt. A.W. “Bob” Roberts). 

1970 Oct 16 Brecknock & Abergavenny (‘Mon & Brec’) Canal officially reopens, Pontypool–
Brecon. 

1970 Oct 23 M6 motorway completed through Lune Gorge. 

1970–71 Wtr No regular North Atlantic passenger shipping services scheduled, for first time 
since maiden voyage of SS Great Western Apr 1838. 

1970 Nov  1 Stan Robinson (Stafford) Ltd, haulier, commences operation. 

1970 Nov  3 BR orders its last vacuum braked wagons (bogie flat conversions). 

1970 Nov 23 Eddie Stobart registered as limited company at Hesket Newmarket, Cumb. 
Haulage side of business separated and transfers to Carlisle 1976 (Edward 
Stobart jr, manager). 

1970 Nov end Caledonian and British United Airways amalgamate (renamed British 
Caledonian Sep 1971; British United Island Airways renamed British Island 
Airways). 

1970 Dec  1 BR files patent for a saucer-shaped passenger spaceship powered by 
‘controlled thermonuclear fusion reaction ignited by pulsed laser beams’ 
(Charles O. Frederick, designer). 

1970 Dec 21 EMI film of The Railway Children, filmed on Keighley & Worth Valley Light 
Railway, premiered. 

1970 Dec 23 c. Last commercial vessel leaves PLA Surrey Commercial Docks. 

 1971 

1971 Peak year for opening of new motorway mileage (250 miles/400 km, over 50% 
higher than any other year, including long sections of M4 (Dec)). 

1971 -- - McKinsey field organisation proposals for BR, creating territories and local 
areas. Abandoned 1976. 

1971 -- - BR Sudbrook pumping station for Severn Tunnel converted from steam to 
electric operation. 

1971 -- - BR School of Transport, New Lodge, Windsor, closes. 

1971 -- - Irish Railway Clearing House closes. 

1971 -- - Severn-Lamb builds first miniature internal-combustion 2-8-0 designed by 
David Curwen to Rio Grande C16 design (10¼ in. gauge 278 for Drayton 
Manor)*. 

1971 -- - Armitage Tunnel (Trent & Mersey Canal) opened out. 

1971 -- - Eirebus consortium of independent coach operators formed. 

1971 -- - Scammell Crusader 32 t tractor unit produced as standard model for BRS, until 
1978. 

1971 -- - ZiU-682 trolleybus introduced in USSR. 50K built, the world’s most numerous 
model. 

1971 early Threefellows Carrying (narrow canal carriers) set up. 

1971 Jan - BRB publishes its first corporate plan. 

1971 Jan c. RATP (Paris) withdraws last Renault TN4 single-deck buses with street access 
from rear platform. 

1971 Jan  1 BR introduces GoldenRail holiday packages. 

1971 Jan  1 South Midland transferred from Thames Valley to City of Oxford Motor 
Services; Rhondda Transport wholly merged into Western Welsh; Yorkshire 
Woollen District tansferred to West Riding management. 



1971 Jan  2 LT extends one-man double-deck bus operation using DMS “Londoner” 
(Daimler Fleetline). 

1971 Jan 11 Tanker Texaco Caribbean explodes and sinks following collision in English 
Channel (9 killed). Two ships are sunk through hitting the wreck during Jan–
Feb leading to improved Channel buoyage. 

1971 Jan 20–Mar 8 Union of Post Office Workers strike. 

1971 Jan 22? RATP operates last open-platform buses in Paris. 

1971 Feb  1 Birch Brothers Ltd coaching interests pass to George Ewer Group. 

1971 Feb 15 Decimal Day: introduction of decimal currency, under terms of Decimal 
Currency Act 1969; also in Irish Republic. BR and LT change Feb 14; some 
bus companies Feb 21. 

1971 Feb 23 Government acquires assets of Rolls-Royce Ltd, in receivership Feb 4 following 
financial problems in developing RB211 high-bypass turbofan jet aero engine, 
under terms of Rolls-Royce (Purchase) Act Feb 11. 

1971 Feb 25 Mersey Docks & Harbour Board’s Liverpool Riverside station last used by train. 

1971 Feb 26 Coast Lines sold to P&O. 

1971 Mar  6 Aer Lingus takes delivery of its first Boeing 747 jumbo jet airliner, EI-ASI Saint 
Columcille. 

1971 Mar 22 GTS Euroliner (launched in Emden 24 Oct 1970), the first gas turbine powered 
container ship, is delivered to her operator, Seatrain Lines (US), under charter 
from owners Scarsdale Shipping Co., Glasgow. 

1971 Apr - Green Cross Code introduced to promote road safety amongst children. 

1971 Apr  1 BAA takes over Edinburgh Airport (Turnhouse) from Edinburgh City Council. 

1971 Apr 7 Birmingham Inner Ring Road officially opened. 

1971 Apr 16 LTE operates its last lowbridge double-deck buses, RLHs from Dalston garage 
on route 178 Stratford–Carpenter’s Road–Clapton Pond. (They are replaced by 
single-deck flat-fare AEC Swifts from West Ham garage.) 

1971 Apr 19 National Industrial Relations Court orders 14-day cooling-off period in railway 
dispute. 

1971 May - Northern Counties Carriers formed to trade on Leeds & Liverpool Canal etc. 
(Alan Holden, Chris Oatway & Geoff Wheat). 

1971 May  1 Amtrak (Railroad Passenger Corporation) takes over most principal remaining 
US inter-city passenger operations. 

1971 May  3 BR introduces Mk 2d (air-conditioned) coaches. Enter regular daily service Jul 
13. King’s Cross–Newcastle. 

1971 May  3 BR introduces half-hourly Edinburgh–Glasgow Inter-City service, locomotive-
operated in push-pull mode with class 27/1 diesels and Mk 2 coaches. 

1971 May  5 (wef Jun 24) BWB donates Grand Western Canal, western end, to Devon 
County Council, with endowment, for leisure uses. 

1971 May 22 Irish Women’s Liberation Movement members in open defiance of the law bring 
contraceptives into Irish Republic by train, Belfast–Dublin Connolly. 

1971 Jun - NIR 1st class rail travel abolished other than on express services, having been 
phased out from 1969. 

1971 Jun - STG transfers MacBraynes Harris and Mull bus operations to Highland 
Omnibuses. 

1971 Jun - Lunn Poly purchased by Sunair (Cunard group) from THC. 



1971 Jun - Trinity House first illuminate Royal Sovereign Lighthouse, off Eastbourne, 
replacing lightship (prefabricated concrete tower; I.C. Clingan, designer). 

1971 Jun  5 Peak District National Park officially opens Tissington Trail recreational path, 
Ashbourne–Hartington, early instance of a former extended railway formation 
converted into a formal long-distance trail (Richard Hutchins, assistant solicitor, 
Derbyshire County Council). 

1971 Jun  6 LT runs official last steam operation (L94*), the last pannier tank locomotive 
having worked on engineering duties in early hours of May 15 (L90) before 
replacement by diesels. 

1971 Jun  7 BR reopens Peterborough–Spalding line to passenger traffic (15 miles/24 km; 
closed wef 5 Oct 1970), its first such reopening. 

1971 Jun 18 Southwest Airlines begins operation as low-cost airline, Dallas–San Antonio. 

1971 Jun 24 Kingsway Mersey Tunnel opens to road traffic (Mott, Hay & Anderson, 
engineers). 

1971 Jul - McKinsey report on CIÉ recommends retention of railway system with selective 
investment. 

1971 Jul  2 Erskine Bridge opens to (tolled) road traffic (cable-stayed box girder over River 
Clyde; Freeman, Fox & Partners, engineers). 

1971 Jul  7 NIR Portadown accident (its first since formation): Dublin–Belfast ‘Enterprise’ 
express collides in rear with shunting freight during temporary single line 
working. 

1971 Jul 12 CIÉ takes over remaining assets of County Donegal Railways Joint Committee 
and Strabane & Letterkenny Railway, dissolving the latter, under terms of 
Transport (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (Irish Republic), Jul 10.  

1971 Jul 30 Workers begin to take control of Upper Clyde Shipbuilders yards (Jimmy Reid, 
convenor) following the company’s liquidation on Jun 15. 

1971 Jul 31 LCBS fully introduces SuperBus high-frequency farebox network in Stevenage 
New Town in conjunction with DoE and Stevenage Development Corporation 
as alternative to provision of extra road capacity. 

1971 Aug - Cunard taken over by Trafalgar House Investments Ltd. 

1971 Aug c. P&O reorganised into divisions; General Cargo division amalgamates its 
subsidiary British India Steam Navigation Co. 

1971 Aug c. Kyle of Tongue Bridge and causeway opened, replacing ferry. 

1971 Aug  3? Mersey Docks & Harbour Board reconstituted as Company. 

1971 Aug  5 British Airways Board established as strategic management of BOAC and BEA. 

1971 Aug 18 Government authorises BR King’s Cross suburban electrification and LT Fleet 
(Jubilee) Line. 

1971 later - BR withdraws non-standard diesel locomotive classes 17, 21, 22 and 23. 

1971 Sep - LT withdraws last Q stock surface clerestory trains, from East London line. 

1971 Sep - Deutsche Bundesbahn introduces Inter-City express train network. 

1971 Sep 25 Ferry TSS St Patrick makes last passage for Sealink, from Boulogne. 

1971 Sep 26 Merseyside PTA operates last New Brighton Ferry. 

1971 Oct–Nov Oxford relief road through Christ Church Meadow (officially proposed since 
Feb 1948) finally rejected. 

1971 Oct  1 Seaham Harbour Dock Co. taken over by Dundee, Perth & London Shipping 
Co. 



1971 Oct  2–9  Preserved BR 4-6-0 6000 King George V* (in care of Bulmers) runs 
demonstration steam specials on BR main lines ending period of prohibition 
since Sep 1969. 

1971 Oct  3 Last Travelling Post Office lineside mail exchange, Penrith. 

1971 Oct  4 Bluebell Railway’s Adams Radial Tank 488* enters Swindon Works for 
overhaul, first BREL steam locomotive contract (leaves 25 Jan 1973; re-enters 
service 4 Aug). 

1971 Oct  6 BR given formal approval by Minister for Transport Industries to acquire TOPS 
(Total Operations Processing System) real-time computer system for managing 
freight movement. The system, developed for Southern Pacific Railroad, is 
acquired from TOPS On-Line Services lnc. (including source code) running on 
a large IBM mainframe. 

1971 Oct 14 M62 Lancashire–Yorkshire Motorway officially opens over its trans-Pennine 
section. Scammonden Bridge (carrying A6025 over Deanhead cutting) is 
Britain’s longest reinforced concrete arch span (410 ft (125 m) open spandrel) 
and the adjacent Scammonden Dam,carrying the motorway, is its largest 
rockfill dam (Stuart Lovell, West Yorkshire county surveyor; James Drake, 
Lancashire county surveyor). 

1971 Oct mid BR camping coaches last in public use. 

1971 Oct 28 Satellite X3, Prospero, launched by RAE Black Arrow rocket from Woomera, 
the only all-British satellite/launch vehicle combination ever, the Black Arrow 
programme having been cancelled Jul. 

1971 Oct 29 Runcorn Busway opens, operated by Crosville. 

1971 Nov - MacBraynes South Uist bus operations transferred to MacAulay Brothers Ltd, 
Lochboisdale. 

1971 Nov - Atlantic Steam Navigation acquired by Townsend Thoresen (European Ferries 
Group). 

1971 Nov. c. Last steam locomotive built for industrial use: 2 ft (60 cm) gauge bagasse-
fuelled 0-4-2ST Hunslet, Leeds, works 3902, for Trangkil sugar factory, 
Indonesia, 4*. 

1971 Nov  1 Last commercial use of Exeter Canal up to Exeter, by Dutch coaster Jenjo with 
Finnish timber. 

1971 Nov  1 Reflective Long Load markings required on trucks. 

1971 Nov 30 M1 motorway accident: 50-vehicle crash in fog, Luton (7 killed + 1 in Derbys.) 

1971 Nov c.30 Associated Humber Lines operates last services (Hull–Antwerp/Rotterdam). 

1971 Dec  6 Mersey Docks & Harbour Board begins opening of Seaforth Dock. 

1971 Dec 21 Ministerial consent given for BR ScR to close Dingwall–Kyle of Lochalsh line 
wef 31 Dec 1975 (sic; not proceeded with). 

1971 late ? London Tugs’ ST Challenge* is laid up at Gravesend, the last steam tug to work 
commercially on the Thames. 

1971 end Ray Tomlinson sends first (test) electronic mails between computers, using 
ARPAnet protocol, at BBN, Cambridge, Mass. (and with @ sign in address). 

 1972 

1972 Peak year for UK road vehicle manufacture, 2.3M being produced. 

1972 -- - BR withdraws its oldest complete vehicle, ex-Hull & Barnsley Riding Van No. 2* 
(1885). 

1972 -- - CIÉ renumbers most locomotives without class letter prefixes. 

1972 -- - CIÉ orders Mk 2d A(ir) C(onditioned) railway coaches from BREL Derby. 



1972 -- - CIÉ withdraws ex-G&SWR 12-wheel brake composite 861* (1906) from 
Inchicore workmen’s service, last clerestory coach in service in the British Isles. 

1972 -- - Volvo acquires site at Irvine for truck assembly plant and introduces its first 
coach for the UK market (B58 BUS 653K). 

1972 early - BRE-Metro Ltd set up by BRE and Metro-Cammell as joint marketing 
organisation for rolling stock construction. 

1972 early - Blue Star ceases regular London–South America (passenger/cargo) liner 
service, selling SS Argentina Star, Brasil Star and Uruguay Star for breaking. 

1972 Jan BR Inter-City publishes Travelling, quarterly onboard magazine. 

1972 Jan - STG transfers MacBraynes Islay bus operations to Highland Omnibuses. 

1972 Jan  1 NBC merges Aldershot & District Traction and Thames Valley Traction as 
Thames Valley & Aldershot Omnibus Co. trading as Alder Valley.North Western 
Road Car bus operations transferred to SELNEC and Crosville. 

1972 Jan  9–Feb 28  National Union of Mineworkers strike against National Coal Board over 
pay. 

1972 Jan 18 Belfast Corporation Transport bus driver Sydney Agnew is shot dead in his 
home by paramilitaries, preventing him from giving evidence in a case involving 
the earlier hijacking and burning of his bus, the first of twelve bus staff killed 
during the Northern Ireland Troubles. 

1972 Jan 26 Yaw damper for rail bogies patented (Tony Hobbs). 

1972 Jan 30 Reconstructed Britannia Bridge reopens for rail traffic (2 killed in 
reconstruction). 

1972 Feb 10 Last trolleybuses withdrawn from regular service, Bradford (official last day Mar 
26, no. 844*). 

1972 Feb 14 Control of Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway (15 in./381 mm gauge) is 
secured by an enthusiast-based holding company (Bill McAlpine, chairman; 
John B. Snell, managing director). 

1972 Mar  4 BR runs last trains on residual Birmingham Snow Hill–Wolverhampton Low 
Level passenger service. 

1972 Mar  4 Hovertravel Southsea accident: SR-N6 hovercraft capsizes in heavy seas on 
passage from Ryde (4 killed). 

1972 Mar 15 Leyland National single-deck rear-engine bus enters service with Cumberland 
Motor Services (NBC) in Whitehaven, where it was built (production prototype 
005 ERM 35K). 7.7K built until 1985. 

1972 Mar 16 M1 motorway accident: 200-vehicle crashes in fog, north of Luton (9 killed). 
Similar to last Nov. 

1972 Mar 23 Transport (Grants) Act permits local authorities to subsidise any bus (or ferry) 
initiative. 

1972 Mar 27 Experimental battery-electric bus enters service, Leeds DT1. 

1972 Mar 29 BRB (Central Wales Railway) Light Railway Order, first for conversion of a BR 
passenger line to light railway. 

1972 Mar 31 Mountain Goat established as specialist tourist minicoach operator in Lake 
District. 

1972 Apr - Greater London Council completes Drayton Green Tunnel over BR West Ealing 
loop. 

1972 Apr - Dennis (specialist vehicle manufacturer of Guildford) taken over by Hestair. It 
will supply only the municipal market after this year. 



1972 Apr  1 Civil Aviation Authority begins operation, taking responsibility for regulating 
airworthiness and operations, under terms of Civil Aviation Act 1971 (John 
Boyd-Carpenter, chairman). National Air Traffic Control Services becomes 
National Air Traffic Services as a CAA subsidiary. 

1972 Apr  2? Isle of Wight Steam Railway opens first section. 

1972 Apr 11 NBC introduces corporate liveries and branding (Norman Wilson, consultant 
designer). 

1972 Apr 12 Vickers Viscount turboprop G-ALWF* passes into preservation, first large 
postwar airliner preserved. 

1972 Apr 14 Rolls-Royce RB211 high-bypass turbofan jet aero engine certificated. 

1972 Apr 26 Oxford South Midland introduces Dial-a-ride minibus service in Abingdon 
(ceases c. Aug 1973). 

1972 Apr 30 Last run of BR ‘Brighton Belle’ Pullman service. 

1972 Apr/May Waterways World magazine first published. 

1972 May c. Tyne & Wear PTE take over North & South Shields ferry from Tyne 
Improvement Commission. SS Northumbria, withdrawn from the passage later 
in year, is the last screw steamer on an estuarial ferry service. 

1972 May  1 BR Bristol Parkway station opens, the first named Parkway station. 

1972 May  3 BR Euston–Birmingham half-hourly service; recast of North East/South West 
services based on Birmingham New Street. 

1972 May  8 TSS Liverpool Bay (launched by Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft AG, Kiel, West 
Germany 5 Dec 1971; registered at Southampton), the first Panamax container 
ship (2,500 teu), is completed for Ocean Steam Ship Co. Ltd of Liverpool. On 
same day, Ocean (Blue Funnel - Alfred Holt Group, including Glen Line) 
acquires William Cory & Son Ltd, fuel distributors; renamed Ocean Transport & 
Trading Co. Ltd 1973. 

1972 May 22 Isle of Man Railway Co. resumes direct (seasonal tourist steam) working of 
remaining operational (South) line in its own right with government subsidy 
following surrender of lease 

1972 May 24 Final section of M6 motorway opens in Birmingham area (Bescot–Great Barr) 
completing 225 miles/362 km and including Gravelly Hill Interchange 
(“Spaghetti Junction”: O.T. Williams, consultant engineer). 

1972 May 26 Thomas Cook & Son Ltd travel agency sold by Transport Holding Co. to 
consortium of Midland Bank, Automobile Association and Trust House Forte. 

1972 Jun 10 Privately owned ex-BR 4-6-0 7029 Clun Castle* runs first post-1968/9 
passenger-carrying steam special on mainline, Tyseley–Didcot, one of five 
approved routes. 

1972 Jun 11 BR Eltham (Well Hall) accident, SR: excursion derails taking restricted curve at 
speed, attributed to driver intoxication (6 killed). 

1972 Jun 12 MV Lancashire delivered from Doxford & Sunderland Shipbuilding & 
Engineering Co. to Bibby Line, the shipowner’s last conventional cargo liner. 

1972 Jun 18 Staines air disaster: BEA Trident G-ARPI on flight 548 crashes after takeoff from 
Heathrow for Brussels following stall due to pilot error (118 killed). 

1972 Jul  4 National Motor Museum opens at Beaulieu, Hants., replacing Montagu Motor 
Museum (8 Apr 1952). 

1972 Jul 16 Sealink car ferry Hengist enters service on Folkestone–Boulogne passage. 
With sister Horsa (Aug) is first ship with fleet name on hull. 



1972 Jul 21 ‘Bloody Friday’, Belfast: Provisional Army (IRA) bombs explode at Ulsterbus 
Oxford Street, Smithfield and Great Victoria Street depots (7 killed at former) 
and NIR York Road station. 

1972 Jul 25 BR experimental Advanced Passenger Train (APT-E, gas turbine power) runs for 
first time on main line, Railway Technical Centre, Derby–Duffield. ASLEF 
blacks all movement of high speed trains until Dec 22. 

1972 Jul 25 BR HST prototype (Paxman Valenta engines) completed (begins trials Jan 
1973). 

1972 Jul 28–Aug 20 National dock strike. 

1972 Aug  1 Red & White Services to Western Welsh management (wholly merged 27 Aprt 
1978); Western Welsh western area transferred to South Wales Transport. 

1972 Aug 13 Rheilffordd Llyn Tegin Cyf opens first section of Bala Lake Railway (to 
Pentrepiod), first narrow gauge (2 ft/60 cm) tourist line on a former standard-
gauge formation. Takes delivery of purpose-built twin-cab bogie diesel-
hydraulic Meirionnydd* from Severn Lamb 17 Jul 1973; introduces steam 
traction Mar/May 1975. 

1972 Sep  3 Trolleybus Museum, Sandtoft, makes first official run under power. (First 
vehicle on site 1 Nov 1969, Reading 193). 

1972 Sep  9 LT introduces its first minibus route, W9 in Enfield. 

1972 Sep 30 BR ‘Golden Arrow’ Pullman boat train service makes last run (E5013). 

1972 Oct - BR introduces first Speedlink service for wagonload freight, Bristol–Glasgow. 

1972 Oct  ? John Marshall’s The Guinness Book of Rail Facts and Feats (©1971) first 
published. 

1972 Oct  5 Last ship launched at the former John Brown & Co. yard on Clydebank, ‘Clyde’ 
class bulk grain carrier MV Alisa. 

1972 Oct  8 Railway Policy Review (commissioned by DoE) leaked to Sunday Times. 

1972 Oct 26 Local Government Act: Section 203 provides for local authority grants to any 
socially necessary bus service. 

1972 Oct 30 BR Paignton–Kingswear line operation transfers directly to Dart Valley Railway 
plc, working being until 28 Dec continued by BR DMUs. Ownership transfer 
completed Dec 30; DVR commences direct operation as Torbay Steam Railway 
1 (?15) Jan 1973 (including contracted school services); daily service ceases 8 
Oct 1973 being seasonal thereafter. Kingswear–Dartmouth ferry transfers to 
Borough of Dartmouth. 

1972 Nov 13 Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation becomes first municipal bus operator to be 
wholly one person operated. 

1972 Dec ? BR ScR opens Motherwell Signalling Centre, with NX panel, controlling West 
Coast Main Line in Scotland. 

 1973 

1973 -- - Wider national availability of BR discounted period returns. 

1973 -- - British Transport Film Unit adds BR Central Photographic Unit to its remit. 

1973 -- - LT/BR produce first ‘London’s Railways’ diagramatic map (Tim Demuth, 
designer). 

1973 -- - BR transfers MV Norfolk Ferry to subsidiary Passtruck (Shipping) Co. Ltd 
(Harwich). 

1973 -- - Last Irish estuarial commercial traffic, carried by Dowleys of Carrick-on-Suir. 

1973 -- - Chrysler UK (owners of Dodge) purchase Commer and Karrier. 

1973 -- - Cleveland petrol filling stations rebranded as Esso. 



1973 Jan - BR ER realigns East Coast Main Line through Peterborough station for 100 
mph (160 km/h) running. 

1973 Jan  1 NIR issues its first integrated rule book. 

1973 Jan  1 Eight BRS regional companies begin operation. 

1973 Jan  1 Caledonian MacBrayne Ltd formed by merger of Caledonian Steam Packet Co. 
and most shipping interests of MacBrayne’s. 

1973 Jan  1 Reflective numberplates required on newly-registered road vehicles (introduced 
generally from Dec 1967). 

1973 Jan  2 Brittany Ferries (Breton-Angleterre-Irland) begins operation with (late-night) 
departure of MV Kerisnel from new Port du Bloscon, Roscoff to Plymouth 
Millbay carrying trailers of agricultural produce. 

1973 Jan 15 BR Deltic diesels begin to record two million miles in service, with 9010 The 
King’s Own Scottish Borderer. 

1973 Jan 30 Death of Sir Eustace Missenden, SR manager and RE chairman (Rudgwick) (b. 
1886). 

1973 Feb 20 Treasury rejects GLC’s Ringway 1 plans as too expensive. GLC election Apr 12 
brings Labour majority (opposed to the scheme). 

1973 Feb 26 John Betjeman’s documentary Metro-Land first broadcast on BBC television. 

1973 Mar - BR presents report The Future of British Railways to government 

1973 Mar 17 New London Bridge officially opens to road traffic (Mott, Hay & Anderson, 
engineers). 

1973 Apr - Citybus Ltd (subsidiary of Northern Ireland Transport Holding Co.) takes over 
bus operations from Belfast Corporation Transport. 

1973 Apr - Van Hool McArdle takes over CIÉ Spa Road bus works, Inchicore. First new 
buses Jun 1974; CIÉ contract suspended 1976. 

1973 Apr - Gilbern Sports Cars ceases production of its glass-fibre-bodied models at 
Llantwit Fardre. 

1973 Apr  1 BWB ceases carrying altogether, surrendering contract for London–Boxmoor 
lime juice traffic to Clive Stephens and Threefellows Carrying. 

1973 Apr 21 Dudley No. 1 Canal (including Dudley Tunnel) officially reopens. 

1973 Apr 22 North York Moors Historical Railway Trust opens North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway for regular tourist traffic as a preserved steam-worked line over part of 
former Whitby & Pickering Railway, Grosmont–Pickering, 18 miles/29 km 
(official opening May 1). 

1973 Apr 28 King Alfred Motor Services (R. Chisnell & Sons) ceases operation in 
Winchester (417*). Operations taken over by Hants & Dorset. 

1973 Apr 30 MacBraynes Lochaline–Fishnish ferry introduced (MV Morvern delivered for 
service). 

1973 May  5 Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a 
preserved steam-worked line. 

1973 May  6 BR alphabetic shedcodes replace alphanumeric system. 

1973 May  7 BR opens Alfreton & Mansfield Parkway station, with strong local authority 
support, on site of Alfreton & South Normanton. 

1973 May  7 BR Cardiff General station renamed Cardiff Central. 

1973 May 23 BSC runs last train on Lowca Light Railway. 

1973 May 23 Land Compensation Act defines improved rates of compensation for those 
affected by new road or airport construction. 



1973 May 24 Diesel Traction Group takes delivery of Warship class diesel-hydraulic D821 
Greyhound* (at Didcot), first mainline diesel locomotive sold by BR for 
preservation (Colin Massingham and Chris Reid). 

1973 May 26 c. Erewash Canal Preservation & Development Association reopens Great 
Northern basin at Langley Mill. 

1973 Jun - BR locomotive renumbering by numerical classes to suit TOPS. (E26050 to 76 
050 w/e 11 Nov 1972.) 

1973 Jun - BR introduces class 87 express passenger 25 kV electric locomotives for WCML, 
built by BREL Crewe Works. 

1973 Jun - BR introduces NCR51 Inter-City tickets generally (experimental introductions 
from c. 1969). 

1973 Jun - Stewarts & Lloyds last use steam locomotives at Corby. 

1973 Jun  1 Greater Glasgow PTE set up, under terms of 1968 Act. 

1973 Jun  1 Motorcyclists obliged to wear safety helmets. 

1973 Jun  3 Western Ferries begin ro-ro service on Gourock (McInroy’s Point)–Dunoon 
(Hunters Quay) crossing. 

1973 Jun  6 Irish Continental Line (Irish Shipping/Fearnley & Eger/Lion Ferry (Sweden)) 
begins operation with MS St Patrick on Rosslare–Le Havre route. 

1973 Jun 14 BR HST prototype attains 143 mph (228 km/h) on test, Darlington–York (the 
British record having been beaten Jun 6 with 131 mph (210 km/h) and the 
world record Jun 13 with 141 mph (226 km/h)). 

1973 Jun 28 Last ex-ROD GCR-design 2-8-0 locomotives* work commercially, on J. & A. 
Brown’s Richmond Vale Railway, Stockrington mines–Hexham, in the Maitland 
coalfield near Newcastle, New South Wales, Australia. 

1973 Jul - BSA (motorcycle manufacturer) sold to Manganese Bronze Holdings (owners of 
Norton-Villiers) to create Norton-Villiers-Triumph. 

1973 Jul  2 BR introduces Executive Travel on Newcastle/Leeds/Bradford–London Inter-
City services. 

1973 Jul  5 Isle of Man sets up its own postal administration. 

1973 Jul 23 New BR station at Stevenage, promoted as a London peripheral boarding point 
for Inter-City services. 

1973 Jul 23 BR introduces regular electric services Weaver Junction–Preston. 

1973 Jul 25 Tyneside Metropolitan Railway Act. 

1973 Jul 25 First data packets exchanged between computers in London (University 
College) and ARPAnet in the US (via NORSAR, Kjeller, Norway by undersea 
cable). 

1973 Aug - First BR TOPS real-time operation, Cornwall and Devon. 

1973 Aug 23 IRA bomb discovered at Baker Street station, LT, and defused, first postwar 
terrorist targeting of London Underground. 

1973 Aug 30 BR Shields Junction accident, ScR: collision and fire (5 killed). 

1973 Sep  1 ex-LMS ‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0 5690 Leander* hauls its first mainline excursion in 
private ownership, first locomotive from (Barry) scrapyard to operate on BR. 

1973 Sep  8 IRA bomb explodes at London Victoria station; followed on Sep 10 by bombs at 
Euston and King’s Cross, first terrorist targeting of BR. 

1973 Oct First National Express timetable published launching new national brand name 
for NBC coach services. 

1973 Oct - Amtrak (US) introduces air-conditioned stock. 



1973 Oct  1 BR Catering renamed Travellers-Fare (under management of BTH). 

1973 Oct  6–24 Yom Kippur War. OPEC oil prices to West rise by 70%+. 

1973 Oct  8 First independent local radio station, London Broadcasting Co., goes on air. 

1973 Oct 12 Four IRA bomb incidents on NIR. 

1973 Nov - Fuel ration-books issued to motorists. 

1973 Nov 28 Commons announcement of investment plan shifting resources from road to rail 
– abandoned 1974. 

1973 Dec  5 50 mph (80 km/h) speed restriction on all roads as economy measure (wef 1 
Jan 1974?). 

1973 Dec mid First continuing Park & Ride operation, Oxford. 

1973 Dec 20 BR Ealing Broadway accident, WR: high-speed derailment following locomotive 
maintenance error (10 killed). 

 1974  

1974 -- - BR launches DMU refurbishment programme. 

1974 -- - CIÉ installs concrete sleeper casting and rail welding plants, Portlaoise. 

1974 -- - Salter Brothers withdraw through Oxford–Kingston Thames pleasure steamer 
trip. 

1974 -- - Confederation of British Road Passenger Transport (CPT) formed by merger of 
Public Transport Association, Passenger Vehicle Operators’ Association and 
Scottish Road Passenger Transport Association. 

1974 -- - Plaxton Supreme coach bodywork introduced. 

1974 -- - Calum MacLeod concludes a 10-year single-handed task of planning and 
constructing “Calum’s Road”, a 1¾ mile (3 km) track from Brochel Castle to 
Arnish on North Raasay. 

1974 Feb  2 NIR Belfast Great Victoria Street station gutted by IRA bombs. 

1974 Feb  3 Kent & East Sussex Railway reopens for regular tourist traffic as a heritage line 
with steam working, south from Tenterden Town (official opening Jun 1). 

1974 Feb  4 M62 coach bombing: IRA bomb explodes soon after midnight on chartered 
coach carrying off-duty soldiers and families, Yorkshire (12 killed). 

1974 Mar - Barge Aboard Catamaran push-towed barges, shipped from Rotterdam to Hull 
on BACAT 1, are used on Humber waterways. Dock labour disputes prevent 
extension of service beyond Dec 1975. 

1975 Mar 15 Four IRA bomb incidents on NIR including stopping and evacuation of up and 
down ‘Enterprise’ expresses at the frequently-targetted Meigh level crossing 
and planting of hoax bombs onboard. 

1974 Mar 24 BR Marylebone–Banbury transferred from WR to LMR. 

1974 Mar 26 Last vessel leaves Newry Ship Canal (Dutch-owned tanker Anna Broere). 

1974 Mar 29 Bridgewater Department of Manchester Ship Canal Co. last carries 
commercially by boat (maize to Kelloggs). 

1974 Apr  1 Local government reorganisation in England under terms of Local Government 
Act 1972 comes into effect. South and West Yorkshire PTE’s set up; remainder 
of PTA’s enlarged and become PTE’s of new Metropolitan County Councils 
(Greater Glasgow becomes Strathclyde, SELNEC becomes Greater 
Manchester and Tyneside becomes Tyne & Wear). Under Transport Policies 
and Programme system: metropolitan counties are to submit annually to the 
Secretary of State for Transport a five-year rolling programme of running and 
capital expenditure on transport, 65% of agreed costs to be met by central 
government grant. All county councils have duty ‘to provide a co-ordinated and 



efficient system of public passenger transport’. As result of changes, Aberdare 
becomes Cynon Valley; Accrington becomes Hyndburn; Bedwas & Machen, 
Caerphilly and Gelligaer are merged into Rhymney Valley; Burton upon Trent 
becomes East Staffs; Darwen is merged into Blackburn; Halifax Joint Omnibus 
Committee is merged into Calderdale JOC; Morecambe & Heysham is merged 
into Lancaster; Pontypridd becomes Taff-Ely; Swindon become Thamesdown; 
Teesside Municipal Transport becomes Cleveland Transit; West 
Monmouthshire Omnibus Board becomes Islwyn Borough Transport; Widnes 
becomes Halton. 

1974 Apr  1 Regional water authorities take over from river authorities, catchment and 
drainage boards and local authorities under terms of Water Act 1973. Thames 
management above Teddington passes from Thames Conservancy to Thames 
Water Authority; Thames Piers below Staines pass from PLA to GLC. 

1974 Apr  1 British Airways formed by merger of BOAC and BEA (operated under single BA 
name since 1 Sep 1973). 

1974 Apr 10 BR introduces regular electric services Preston–Carlisle. 

1974 Apr 10 Monopolies Commission report on Cross-Channel car ferry services requires 
operators to withdraw from Harmonisation Conference fares cartel. 

1974 May - Volkswagen Golf small family car introduced. More than 27M sold worldwide in 
all marks. 

1974 May c. Seddon Atkinson taken over by International Harvester. Last truck to Atkinson 
design from Walton-le-Dale plant 1975 (Defender rigid 8-wheeler). 

1974 May  6 BR’s first all-line timetable, Great Britain Passenger Timetable, comes into 
effect. 

1974 May  6 BR officially inaugurates full West Coast Main Line electric passenger service 
Euston–Glasgow Central. Principal services hauled by new class 87 
locomotives. ‘The Clansman’ introduced as Euston–Inverness service. 

1974 May  6 BR officially deletes the suffix ‘Platform’ from the name of Wootton Wawen, the 
last remaining stopping place carrying it. 

1974 May  9 Death of L.T.C. Rolt, transport preservationist and historian (Stanley Pontlarge) 
(b. 1910). 

1974 May 13 Lower Peak Forest and Ashton-under-Lyne Canals reopen (14¼ miles/22.8 km, 
16 locks), completing Cheshire Ring (official opening Apr 1). 

1974 May 18 Severn Valley Railway extends to Bewdley (12½ miles/20 km; 5764*). 

1974 May 27 LT’s first female bus driver, Jill Viner, begins shifts, from Norbiton garage. 

1974 Jun  1 Upper Avon Navigation reopens, Evesham–Stratford (21 miles/33.5 km, 9 
locks) (David Hutchings, restoration manager). 

1974 Jun  3 Agreement between railway companies and Post Office (superseding that of 1 
Feb 1891) permitting operation of railway letter services, now including 
members of the Association of Minor Railway Companies. 

1974 Jun 10 North Sea Ferries’ ro-ro MV Norland (12988 grt) enters service on Hull–
Rotterdam crossing. 

1974 Jun 23 BR raises fares by 12.5%. 

1974 Jul 14 Great Central Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a preserved steam-
worked line over part of former GCR south from Loughborough Central, first 
heritage operation to take over a main line. 

1974 Jul 18 Government announces intention not to proceed with construction of third 
London airport at Foulness/Maplin Sands (authorised 25 Oct 1973). 

1974 Jul 31 Railways Act: capital reconstruction; establishes overall Public Service 
Obligation grant to BR and Transport Supplementary Grants to PTEs (all non-



service-specific). (No passenger line closures, 1974–5, reprieving Cambrian 
Coast, Kyle of Lochalsh, Ashford–Hastings, Bedford–Bletchley, Stockport–
Stalybridge and Wimbledon–West Croydon lines.) Section 8 provides for grants 
from MoT for rail-connected freight terminals. (Bill published Jun 12.) 

1974 Aug  8 CalMac sells last operating Clyde paddle steamer Waverley* for nominal 
consideration to Waverley Steam Navigation (set up by Paddle Steamer 
Preservation Society members). 

1974 Aug 15 Court Line, transport conglomerate and charter airline operator, and its tour 
operating subsidiary Clarksons, become bankrupt, stranding up to 49K 
holidaymakers overseas. Leads to introduction of ABTA bonding scheme. 

1974 Sep - CalMac withdraws King George V, last (reciprocating) steamer on West 
Highland service. 

1974 Sep  5 60 cm/2 ft gauge 0-4-0ST Trixie completed by Trevor Barber and Alan Keef, 
Cote. 

1974 Sep  8–Oct 5  BR SR opens power signal box at Feltham with NX panels, controlling 70 
route miles (112 km) and replacing 45 manual boxes. 

1974 Sep 28 BWB reopens Caldon Branch of Trent & Mersey Canal (17½ miles/28 km, 16 
locks), with majority of restoration funding coming from riparian local 
authorities. 

1974 Oct - Driver & Vehicle Licencing Agency, Swansea, takes over responsibility for 
vehicle licencing from local authorities. 

1974 Oct  4 NCB works last coal over remaining section of Bowes Railway*, with last four 
remaining cable-worked inclines using haulage engines in North East 
(Springwell incline retained for wagon shop workings until Nov). 

1974 Oct 19 GWS operates mainline steam excursion with complete rake of restored GWR 
carriages* (last runs 26 Jan 1980). 

1974 Oct 21 CIÉ Gormanston accident: collision following runaway; first ever accident with 
fatalities to CIÉ rail passengers (2 killed). 

1974 Oct 23 PO introduces rectangular cast iron postbox (G Type), Bramford, Suffolk. 
Produced (by Carron Co.) until 1981. 

1974 Oct 28 BR/Transfesa agricultural produce transshipment terminal opens, Paddock 
Wood. 

1974 late - Leyland Sherpa panel van production models introduced (Stan Dews, 
engineer). In production until 2005. 

1974 Nov 20 BR opens Basildon station, 04.45. 

1974 Dec - Term Internet first used to describe a network using TCP/IP protocol. 

1974 Dec 19 Minister for Transport directs BRB to continue to provide a public service 
comparable generally with that then existing. 

1974 Dec 31 Lisbon Electric Tramways Ltd (London) surrenders control of Companhia Carris 
de Ferro de Lisboa, the Lisbon tram and bus operator, the municipality having 
acquired a 67% interest. 

 1975 

1975 Humber waterways traders James Barraclough & Co. Ltd (Hull), Furley & Co. 
Ltd (Gainsborough – business transfers to Gilyott & Scott (Hull)), G. D. Holmes 
Ltd (Immingham) and John Hunt & Sons (Leeds) Ltd cease to trade by water 
during year. 

1975 -- - BR withdraws last cattle wagons*, ScR. CIÉ also abandons cattle traffic. 

1975 -- - Steam Locomotive Operators’ Association established to co-ordinate main line 
excursions (George Hinchcliffe, chairman). 



1975 -- - New Leyland Titan B15 double-deck bus introduced. 

1975 -- - NBC’s first female board member, Mrs M. Wilkinson, appointed (part-time). 

1975 -- - Belmec (Norfolk) build a new forecarriage-steering traction engine to Savage 
patterns for the enthusiast market. 

1975 -- - Neath & Tennant Canals Preservation Society restores Aberdulais Basin. 

1975 -- - North of Scotland, Orkney & Shetland Shipping Co. rebranded in name of 
parent P&O Ferries. 

1975 -- - Empresa Nacional de Ferrocarriles del Perú withdraws MV Yavari* (built for 
Peruvian Navy as a prefabricated armed steamer byThames Ironworks under 
contract to James Watt, 1862) from commercial service on Lake Titicaca. 

1975 -- - Stannah Stairlift introduced. 

1975 early Harker cease (oil tank) barge traffic on Severn. 

1975 Jan - Blue Star Ship Management, Liverpool (established Spr 1974) becomes active, 
taking over operation of Blue Star Line and its subsidiaries Booth Line and 
Lamport & Holt Line. 

1975 Jan 12 British Airways introduces Heathrow–Glasgow shuttle, the first European ‘turn 
up and fly’ service. 

1975 Jan 18 Olau Line commences to operate Sheerness–Vlissingen ferry as passenger 
service (having run during previous year as freight-only). 

1975 Jan 19 Channel Tunnel scheme abandoned. 

1975 Jan 23 BR Watford Junction accident: derailment caused by obstruction on line (driver 
killed). 

1975 Feb 28 LT Moorgate accident: Northern Line Highbury branch train accelerates into 
dead end tunnel (43 killed). 

1975 Mar 28–31 Middle Level Commissioners and Well Creek Trust reopen Well Creek to 
through navigation. 

1975 Mar 31 River Stour Trust reopens Flatford Lock. 

1975 Apr c? BRS Truck Rental set up. 

1975 Apr  1 BR introduces Senior Citizen railcard. 

1975 Apr  1 Addison Lee established as a London minicab service by John Griffin. 

1975 Apr  1 BAA takes over Glasgow Airport from Glasgow Corporation (at end of 5-week 
closure due to electricians’ strike). 

1975 Apr  6 Sealink withdraws Heysham–Belfast service. 

1975 Apr 26 Obsolete Fleet begins operating open-top bus tours of London from Stockwell 
garage using converted ex-BMMO D9s. 

1975 May - Diesel & Electric Group purchases Hymek class diesel-hydraulic D7017*, first 
mainline diesel locomotive acquired for preservation by public appeal. 

1975 May - Volvo’s Ailsa Trucks plant at Irvine opens (ceases production Apr 2000). 

1975 May ? BR/Kelloggs cereals free accompanying child voucher promotion. 

1975 May  5 BR HST prototype enters revenue service, Paddington–Bristol. Its Mk 3 catering 
vehicles are the first built for general service in 20 years. 

1975 May 12 BR introduces Mk 3 coaches onto locomotive-hauled Euston–Liverpool 
services; include wheelchair provision. 

1975 May 27 Dibbles Bridge accident, Grassington: coach crashes through bridge (32 killed), 
highest death toll in a road accident. 



1975 Jun - British Leyland Motor Corporation nationalised through creation of holding 
company British Leyland Ltd. 

1975 Jun 11 First British North Sea oil comes ashore, from Hamilton Brothers’ Argyll Field 
production platform to Sullom Voe Terminal, Shetland. 

1975 Jun  6 BR Nuneaton accident: sleeping car train derailed at temporary speed 
restriction (6 killed). 

1975 Jun 20–21 First commercial flight by a female captain of a jet airliner, Yvonne Pope 
Sintes in Dan-Air BAC1-11, Gatwick–Athens. 

1975 Jul 13 North Norfolk Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a preserved steam-
worked line over part of former M&GNJR, Sheringham–Weybourne. 

1975 Aug  6 BR Weaver Junction accident: caustic soda tank train with inadequate brake 
power collides with Freightliner. 

1975 Aug 10 BR APT-E achieves 245 km/h (152.3 mph) east of Didcot on Goring–Uffington 
(WR) test. 

1975 Aug 13 Royal Mail issues “150th anniversary of public railways” set of commemorative 
postage stamps. 

1975 Aug 31 Rail 150 cavalcade, Shildon–Heighington, led by new replica Locomotion*. The 
oldest working locomotive is 0-4-0WT Shannon* (1857). 

1975 Sep 27 National Railway Museum, York, officially opens, first national museum outside 
London. This gives improved coverage to non-steam motive power and to 
ordinary passenger coaches by comparison with its predecessors (at York, and 
Clapham closed 23 Apr 1973), and attracts over 1M visitors in its first year (Dr 
John A. Coiley, first director). 

1975 Sep 28 SS Maid of Orleans withdrawn from Dover–Boulogne service, the last channel 
packet built for foot passengers only. 

1975 Sep 30–1977 Jun 25  Manx Electric Railway Laxey–Ramsey services suspended 
between these dates; complete end to winter services and to MER mail 
collection. 

1975 Oct  6 BR ScR reinstates passenger services over Perth–Ladybank–Edinburgh route 
(20 miles/32 km, closed 19 Sep 1955, not calling at intermediate stations). 

1975 Oct 27 BR TOPS installation completed. 

1975 Nov - English-built SNCF 140.C.38 works freight from Gray (depot) to Chalindrey, last 
commercial steam-hauled train in France. 

1975 Nov  1 CIÉ runs last trains on Loughrea branch, arguably its final inland rural branch 
closure. Typical passenger train comprised diesel locomotive + single coach. 

1975 Nov  3 Cruden Bay–Grangemouth oil pipeline opened. 

1975 Nov 14 Convention on International Transport of Goods Under Cover of T[ransit] 
I[nternational] R[outier] Carnets (UNECE, Geneva) agrees provision for 
transnational freight movement without border customs checks. 

1975 Dec - Highland Omnibuses sells Harris operations to David Cameron. 

1975 Dec - Ballachulish Bridge opened, replacing ferry. 

1975 Dec 14 Japan National Railways (Hokkaido) runs its last official steam passenger train, 
Muroran–Iwamizawa with C 57-135* (last in regular service Nov 25 with class C 
57 from Iwamizawa, last freight Dec 24 with class D 51 on Oiwake–Yubari line, 
last shunters 2 Mar 1976). 

1975 Dec 31 CIÉ Gorey accident, Co. Wexford: train derailed at bridge damaged by lorry (5 
killed). 

1975  In addition to France and Japan, Valtionrautatiet (State Railways of Finland) 
and RENFE (Spain)? withdraw their last steam locomotives during year. 



 1976 

1976 -- - CIÉ introduces its first major ‘Centralised Train Control’, i.e. power box, scheme 
with control of Cork main line from Dublin Connolly (supplied by Westinghouse; 
based on De Vos report). 

1976 -- - NIR commences sytem-wide installation of emergency cab radio. 

1976 -- - NIR installs turntable* at Queen’s Quay maintenance depot, last new example 
for public railway in British Isles (manufactured by Harland & Wolff). 

1976 -- - Transport Tribunal dissolves. 

1976 -- - Plaxton Viewmaster high-floor coach bodywork introduced, initially on Leyland 
Leopard chassis. 

1976 -- - Shell-Mex & BP Ltd marketing organisation demerged. 

1976 -- - P&O amalgamates its short sea subsidiaries as P&O Ferries. 

1976 -- - Townsend Thoresen transfers its Le Havre passenger service from 
Southampton to new Portsmouth Continental Ferry Port. 

1976 early - BR withdraws last prenationalisation-design hauled passenger coaches, LMS-
design sleeping cars. 

1976 Jan  1 Greater Manchester PTE acquires Lancashire United Transport. 

1976 Jan 5–6 Blue Bus Willington depot fire: fleet of 19 buses (owned by Derby Corporation 
since 1 Dec 1973) destroyed. 

1976 Jan 21 Concorde makes first commercial flight, BA G-BOAA*, Heathrow–Bahrain. 

1976 Jan 26 BR opens Birmingham International station, serving airport and National 
Exhibition Centre. 

1976 Feb - BRS Parcels renamed Roadline. 

1976 Mar 15 Provisional IRA bomb explodes on BR SR ECS train at Borough Market 
Junction. 

1976 Mar 15 Provisional IRA bomber shoots District line driver (& himself), West Ham. 

1976 Mar 28 West Somerset Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a heritage steam-
worked line, from Minehead (to Blue Anchor), leased from Somerset County 
Council. Extends to Williton Aug 28; some services worked by DMU. 

1976 Mar 31 Sallins train robbery, CIÉ: IR£200,000 stolen from a Cork–Dublin mail train by 
gunmen, probably from the Provisional IRA. 

1976 Mar 31 Harker and Cory cease Humber operations, most passing to Whitaker. 

1976 Apr - BR SR withdraws last Southern Railway-built 4 Sub EMUs. 

1976 Apr - Highland Omnibuses sells Mull operations to Bowman, Craignure. 

1976 Apr  3 CIÉ runs last Limerick–Claremorris passenger service, closing the western 
railway corridor to passengers. 

1976 Apr 12 NIR opens Belfast Central Railway, re-connecting all lines in Northern Ireland 
(based on report by Gerry Fiennes). Great Victoria Street and Queen’s Quay 
termini closed. NIR headquarters staff transfer on May 9 from York Road to 
Central. 

1976 May  1 Remaining BR Seaspeed Solent hovercraft service, Cowes–Southampton, 
transfers to Solent Seaspeed (Hovertravel/British Hovercraft Corporation). 

1976 May  3 Ribble introduces 681 Haltwhistle–Alston bus route replacing BR branch line 
(last train May 1), using new bridge over South Tyne. 

1976 May 15 First unrebuilt Bulleid Pacific locomotive returned to steam, 21C123 Blackmore 
Vale by the Bulleid Society on the Bluebell Railway. 



1976 May 23 BW Montgomeryshire Canal isolated ‘Prince of Wales length’ Burgedin–
Gallowstree Bank (7 miles/11 km) officially reopens. 

1976 Jun 12 Boat Museum, Ellesmere Port, opens. 

1976 Jun 22 SNCF LGV Paris–Lyon (for TGVs) approved. 

1976 Jun 23 Following 3-month trial, BR secures 12-year contract with BSC for 1,000-ton 
iron ore trains, Port Talbot–Llanwern (3 x class 37). 

1976 Jul - General Motors EMD turns out first 071 class diesel locomotives for CIÉ. 

1976 Jul  9 Guinness beer tanker MV Miranda Guinness launched by Charles Hill & Sons, 
Albion shipyard, Bristol (established 1820), the last ship built there. 

1976 Jul 13 Death of F.W. Hawksworth, GWR CME (Swindon) (b. 1884). 

1976 Jul 13-14 Fire at Trent’s Derby garage destroys 40 buses. 

1976 Jul 20 First spacecraft lands successfully on Mars (US NASA Viking 1 mission). 

1976 Aug  4 First class 56 diesel locomotive subcontracted by Brush to Electroputere of 
Craiova, Romania, handed over to BR (at Zeebrugge), its first heavy freight 
design. Delivered to Tinsley Aug 7. 

1976 Aug 25 BR freight train derailment near Winchcombe causes closure of Honeybourne–
Cheltenham line. 

1976 Sep - North Yorkshire Moors Railway becomes first heritage line to operate a 
mainline diesel in regular passenger service, 24 032 (D5032)* (initially on a 
temporary basis), first diesel-electric mainline locomotive acquired for private 
preservation. 

1976 Sep - Chrysler Europe rebadges the Hillman car marque as Chrysler. 

1976 Sep 10 Ministry of Transport separated from Department of the Environment; Bill 
Rodgers (Lab.) appointed Secretary of State for Transport (until 4 May 1979). 

1976 Sep 10 Zagreb air disaster: British Airways Hawker Siddeley Trident 3B G-AWZT on 
flight BEA476, Heathrow–Istanbul, collides in mid-air with another airliner due 
to local Air Traffic Control error, the only fatal accident involving a BA plane (all 
69 & 113 killed). 

1976 Sep 13 Peter Parker takes office as Chairman of BR. 

1976 Oct  1 Isle of Man National Transport Ltd merges Isle of Man Road Services Ltd and 
Douglas Corporation Transport bus services (but not horse trams) under 
government ownership (Bill Lambden, general manager). 

1976 Oct  4 BR introduces HSTs (Inter-City 125) into full squadron service on Paddington–
Bristol/South Wales routes with scheduled 125 mph (200 km/h) running, trains 
formed 2+7 Mk 3. Traffic increases by 33% in first two years. 

1976 Oct  4 BR opens Derby–Sinfin branch to passenger traffic (operated by taxi from 17 
May 1993). 

1976 Oct 14 PO takes last manual public telephone exchange out of service, Portree CBS2*. 

1976 Oct 18 Ford officially launches volume production of Fiesta car at Valencia plant. 
Model still in production as of 2016. 

1976 Oct 26 Cuckmere community bus begins operation.  

1976 Nov  5 BR last operates Great Northern suburban services via King’s Cross York Road 
and Hotel Curve. 

1976 Nov  8 BR introduces full Great Northern electric inner suburban service, Welwyn 
Garden City/Hertford North–Moorgate, using class 313 dual voltage AC/DC units 
(built BREL York Works 1975–7), its first second-generation EMUs and first 
production vehicles with Tightlock automatic couplings. (First services Aug 8.) 



Approval granted for Bedford/St Pancras electrification (following approval for 
resignalling in 1975). 

1976 Nov 15 Local authorities permitted to licence private hire vehicles (minicabs) under 
terms of Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act. 

1976 Dec 13 Nine terrorist incidents on NIR. 

1976 later - NCB withdraws its last steam locomotive in the North East, South Hetton 
Austerity 0-6-0ST no. 62 (scrapped Jan 1977). 

 1977 

1977 Britain imports more cars than it makes. 

1977–84 BR Inter-City runs ‘This is the age of the train’ advertising campaign fronted by 
Jimmy Saville (Allen Brady & Marsh, advertising agency). 

1977 -- - BTH takes over direct management of Grosvenor Hotel, Victoria (leased out 
since 1899). 

1977 -- - Metro-Cammell wins contract for Hong Kong Mass Transit Railway rolling 
stock. 

1977 -- - NBC Market Analysis Project begins, as national development of Midland Red’s 
Viable Network Project for bus services, 1976. 

1977 -- - Last busman ‘loaned’ by GWR to Western National Omnibus Co. in 1929 
retires 

1977 -- - British Gas Corporation completes national programme of conversion from 
manufactured to natural gas. 

1977 Jan - David MacBrayne withdraws MV Scalpay, the last turntable vehicle ferry. 

1977 Jan  8 Total SA tanker Betelgeuse explodes following structural collapse at 01.00 hrs 
at Gulf Oil’s Whiddy Island oil terminal in Bantry Bay, which is then abandoned 
(51 killed (42 French)). 

1977 Jan 10 BR Board reorganised on functional lines. 

1977 Feb 26 BR runs diesel-hydraulic locomotives for last time, with withdrawal of Western 
class.  

1977 Mar - BR starts hauling containerised compacted domestic waste to landfill, Brentford 
(London)–Appleford (Oxon.) 

1977 Mar  4 BR ER runs its last trains from Moorgate via City Widened Lines. 

1977 Mar 11 BR ER begins withdrawal of ‘Ladies only’ compartments from Liverpool Street 
suburban trains, the last remaining. 

1977 Mar 17 Aircraft & Shipbuilding Industries Act creates nationalised industries British 
Aerospace (Apr 29, by merger of British Aircraft Corporation, Hawker Siddeley 
and Scottish Aviation (Prestwick)) and British Shipbuilders Corporation (Jul 1, 
by merger of English and Scottish shipyards). 

1977 Mar 23 BR acquires Société anonyme de navigation Angleterre Lorraine Alsace (ALA) 
shipping service. 

1977 Mar 27 BR/Bradford Metropolitan Council open Metro Travel Interchange. 

1977 Apr  2 BWB officially reopens Harecastle Tunnel after 3½ years of extensive repairs. 

1977 Apr 11 LT launches Silver Jubilee (SRM) buses. 

1977 Apr 30 Mid-Hants Railway reopens as a heritage steam-worked line, Ropley–Alresford. 

1977 May - New GLC Conservative administration confirms renaming of LT Fleet Line 
(under construction) to Jubilee Line. 

1977 May - M5 motorway completed throughout to Exminster (from Birmingham). Includes 
11-span River Exe Viaduct (679 m (754 yds) prestressed twin-cell box and 



reinforced concrete cantilevers cast in-situ; Freeman, Fox & Partners, 
engineers). 

1977 May  2 BR Inter-City reopens Leamington–Coventry line to passengers (10 miles/16 
km). 

1977 May  2 Sealink ro-pax (ro-ro vehicle/passenger) ferry MV St Columba makes first 
commercial passage Holyhead–Dún Laoghaire. 

1977 May 16 Inauguration of new principal saloons for BR Royal Train (2903/4 converted 
from prototype Mk 3 coaches) for Queen Elizabeth II’s Silver Jubilee year.  

1977 May 19 Last Orient Express, Paris–Istanbul. 

1977 May 19 Isles of Scilly Steamship Co. Ltd introduces new RMV Scillonian III (launched 
May 5, Appledore Shipbuilders) on passage from Penzance. 

1977 May 21 Glasgow Subway service suspended for 3-year rebuilding. 

1977 May 31 Road speed limits of 70 mph on motorways and dual carriageways and 60 mph 
generally (50 mph where specified) made permanent. 

1977 Jun - Government White Paper on future of railways (following Sunningdale 
conference Mar 5–6). 

1977 Jun - Stuart K. Baker’s Rail Atlas of Britain (Oxford Publishing Co.) first compiled. 

1977 Jun  4 Nene Valley Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a heritage steam-
worked line adopting Continental loading gauge, east from Wansford, leased 
from Peterborough Development Corporation (official opening Jun 1). 

1977 Jun 30 US Post Office operates last Railway Post Office, Chicago–Washington, DC. 

1977 Smr - Post Office ‘all up’ airmail service for first class post to Ireland. 

1977 Jul - London Hydraulic Power Co. ceases pumping, from its Wapping station. 

1977 Jul  4 BR Hall Road accident, LMR: rear-end collision between EMUs. Results in 
upgrading of block protection nationally. 

1977 Jul  8 Festiniog Railway runs first regular (tourist) train through New Moelwyn Tunnel 
(270 m (295 yds)) on Llyn Ystradau Deviation. 

1977 Jul 11 BR electric locomotive 87 001 (re)named Royal Scot, resuming systematic 
policy of class naming abandoned after Jan 1967. 

1977 Jul 11 Merseyside Passenger Transport Bill talked out of Parliament, ensuring 
retention of Mersey ferries. 

1977 Jul 23 Bermuda 2 Agreement between US and UK relating to air services creates 
virtually ‘open skies’ policy for airports other than Heathrow. 

1977 Aug  1 Norbert Dentressangle UK Ltd set up as English subsidiary of the French 
haulier (begins operating 1978?). 

1977 Aug 12–Sep 19  Union-Castle RMS Windsor Castle (1959/60) makes the line’s last 
passenger mail voyage out of Southampton for the Cape, the last major British 
ship to operate in the regular liner trade. Their last mail voyage is by 
Southampton Castle (1964/5) Sep 16–Oct 20. 

1977 Sep - BR creates Environment Panel with Director, Environment (Bernard Kaukas). 

1977 Sep  1 Mopeds restricted to 30 mph (50 km/h) with 49 cc engines; pedals no longer 
legally required. 

1977 Sep  7 Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway (15 in./381 mm gauge) begins operation 
of daily trains for Southland School, Dymchurch. 

1977 Sep 13 BR relaunches Speedlink wagonload freight service using air-braked wagons 
and based around core traffic flows. 



1977 Sep 26 Laker Airways inaugurates ‘walk-on’ Skytrain service London Gatwick–New 
York JFK. 

1977 Aut - CalMac withdraws Queen Mary*, last (turbine) steamer in Clyde fleet. 

1977 Oct 31 BR inaugurates Braintree branch electrification. 

1977 Nov - Sealink introduces Portsmouth–Channel Islands ferry service. 

1977 Nov - Last Glen Line (cargo) liner, MV Glenfalloch, sold to China. 

1977 Nov 12 Ellerman’s Wilson/DFDS ro-ro ferry MV Hero on Esbjerg–Grimsby passage is 
abandoned in North Sea and sinks. 

1977 Dec - Metro-Cammell-Weymann produce prototype* Metrobus integral double-deck 
bus. Major customers are LTE (1.4K), WMPTE (1K) and in Hong Kong 
(including 3-axle versions). 

1977 Dec 16 LTE opens Piccadilly Line Heathrow extension, Hatton Cross–Heathrow 
Central. 

1977 late? - Strathclyde PTE opens Buchanan Street bus station,Glasgow. 

 1978 

1978 -- - Railway Development Society formed by merger of Railway Development 
Association and Railway Invigoration Society. 

1978 -- - Driffield Navigation Trust takes over Driffield Navigation Commissioners and 
restoration begins. 

1978 -- - National road speed limit of 60 mph (96 km/h; 70 mph (112 km/h) for cars on 
dual carriageways and motorways) introduced. 

1978 -- - Wright coachbuilders licence Alusuisse construction system. 

1978 -- - Last short sea cargo ship with passenger accommodation withdrawn, North of 
Scotland, Orkney & Shetland Shipping (P&O) MV St Clement sailing from 
Aberdeen. 

1978 -- - British Airways and British Midland agree route swapping, resulting in the latter 
taking over many routes internal to the British Isles. 

1978 -- - PO Telephones begin operation of Mondial House international switching 
centre, Upper Thames Street (next to Cannon Street station), London 
(Hubbard, Ford & Partners, architects; official opening 3 May 1984; closed 31 
Dec 2004; demolished Aug 2006). 

1978 early Guide Friday begin open-top tourist bus operation in Stratford-on-Avon. 

1978 Jan - NIR 1st class rail travel abolished on all internal services. 

1978 Jan  1 City Widened Lines, King’s Cross–Moorgate, transfer from LT to BR. 

1978 Jan  3 BR Merseyrail underground link and loop lines open in Liverpool (3 km/4.8 
miles, using paved concrete track). 

1978 Jan 13 Isle of Man Railway nationalised in takeover by Manx Electric Railway Board, to 
operate as Isle of Man Railways. First trains operate under new management 
May 14 (Bill Jackson, chief executive); IoMR Co. (in liquidation) holds last 
meeting 4 Nov 1981. 

1978 Feb - BR catering and hotels divisions managerially separated; Travellers-Fare given 
own board of directors. 

1978 Feb  6 BR introduces full Great Northern outer suburban electric service, King’s 
Cross–Royston, following remodelling of King’s Cross station throat. Last 
through Cambridge “Beer train” runs Feb 5. 

1978 Mar - Government White Paper Nationalised Industries proposes more sophisticated 
corporate plans and financial targets for nationalised transport industries. 



1978 Mar - First Motive Power Pocket Book published by Platform 5 Publications 
(Sheffield). 

1978 Mar c. Sealink PS Lincoln Castle withdrawn from passage on Humber ferry, the last 
English paddle steamer in commercial service.  

1978 Mar 25 Gwili Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a preserved steam-worked line, 
north from Bronwydd Arms, first standard-gauge heritage railway in Wales. 

1978 Mar 25 First steam excursion (since 1968) over Settle & Carlisle line, with National 
Railway Museum’s V2 class 2-6-2 4771 Green Arrow*. 

1978 Mar 27 BR’s first female guard (in peacetime), Helena Wojtczak, Waterloo, works first 
solo shift. Appointment follows Sex Discrimination Act 1975. 

1978 Apr  1 London air traffic distribution rules come into effect, providing that airlines not 
operating from Heathrow before 1 Apr 1977 must use Gatwick. 

1978 Apr 22 First new-generation light rapid transit system, partly on former heavy rail 
formation, opens, Edmonton, Canada. 

1978 Apr 28 Great Ouse Navigation restored to Bedford by reopening of Castle Mill Lock. 

1978 Apr 26 National Welsh Omnibus Services formed by merger of Western Welsh and 
Red & White. 

1985 May  3 BR last runs ‘The Thames-Clyde Express’ as a named train. 

1978 May  8 BR HSTs enter revenue service on East Coast Main Line, King’s Cross–
Edinburgh. Extended to Aberdeen Oct 2. 

1978 May  8 BR/WMPTE introduce improved service on Birmingham Cross City line with 
three new stations, including that at University which becomes the city’s 
highest-income suburban station. 

1978 May 13 Eric Treacy, railway photographer and former Bishop of Wakefield, dies on 
Appleby station. 

1978 Smr - BR sponsors regular series of steam excursions on Cumbrian Coast (from 
Carnforth) and York–Harrogate circuit. 

1978 Jun  7 BR introduces electric-powered Advanced Passenger Train prototype (APT-P)*. 
First Glasgow–Crewe run 26 Apr 1979. 

1978 Jul - BR introduces new staff uniform styles. 

1978 Jul - Trial introduction of Timtronic electronic ticketing system (by Ticket Equipment, 
Cirencester) on Crosville (NBC) buses in Wales, first in world. First regular use 
by City of Oxford Motor Services, Feb 1981. 

1978 Jul - Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Motorway Service Areas (Prior): areas 
to be let on 50-year leases by competitive tender. 

1978 Jul  1 British Leyland renamed BL Ltd. 

1978 Jul  6 BR Taunton sleeping car fire (12 killed). 

1978 Jul 16 Strathspey Railway opens for regular tourist traffic as a preserved steam-
worked line, Boat of Garten–Aviemore. 

1978 Jul 22 Death of André Chapelon, French steam locomotive engineer (b. 1892).  

1978 Jul 25 Motability scheme provides its first adapted vehicles to disabled people. 

1978 Aug  2?  Freightliners Ltd returned to full BR ownership. 

1978 Aug 10 PSA (Peugeot-Citroën) agrees to buy Chrysler Europe’s car and commercial 
vehicle manufacturing operations (including former Rootes companies in UK 
and Simca in France) wef 1 Jan 1979. From Jul 1979 it will use the Talbot 
name on its products. 

1978 Sep - PO opens Madley satellite ground station, Herefordshire. 



1978 Sep 27 BR removes last semaphore signal on East Coast Main Line, Decoy No. 2 up 
main home*. 

1978 Oct  6 LT’s first female Underground driver, Hannah Dadds, District line. 

1978 Oct 12 Tanker Christol Bitas grounds off Pembrokeshire coast. 

1978 Oct 20–29  First Motor Show to be held at National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham. 

1978 Oct 24 Airline Deregulation Act signed into US law. 

1978 Oct 25 Science Museum Air Transport Collection established at Wroughton with arrival 
of former United Air Lines Douglas DC-3A Dakota NV16071* from Ireland. 

1978 Oct 29 VIA Rail takes over all passenger operations from Canadian National and 
Canadian Pacific Railways. 

1978 Nov 21 Bentley Colliery disaster, Doncaster: NCB underground manriding train 
runaway (7 killed). 

1978 Nov 25 First oil pumped from Dunlin oilfield via Brent pipeline to Sullom Voe Terminal, 
Shetland (operated by BP Exploration). First shipped out Nov 30 by Shell 
tanker Donovania. 

1978 Nov 29 Manx Line Ltd (established earlier in year) sold to BR (60%) and James Fisher 
& Sons (40%). 

1978 Dec  4 LT introduces new Leyland Titan double-deck buses into service, on route 246 
from Hornchurch. 1131 of model eventually added to LT stock; last in London 
service, T1018, 19 Jun 2003. 

 1979 

1979 -- - CIÉ introduces its first air-braked stock, bogie cement wagons (Linke-Hofmann-
Busch, builders). 

1979 -- - Paul Davis Freight Services established to provide shared-user ro-ro services 
to Ireland, later extending to all British offshore islands. 

1979 -- - Construction of Bristol & Bath Railway Path as a cycleway begins (John 
Grimshaw & associates) 

1979 -- - First Shopmobility scheme, Milton Keynes. 

1979 c. Alan “Caggy” Stevens operates last horse boat for commercial freight, using 
horse ‘Mac’, on BCN. 

1979 Jan  1 Sealink UK Ltd established, taking over BR Shipping & International Services 
Division. 

1979 Jan  3–15 TGWU lorry drivers strike, during “winter of discontent”, securing 15%+ pay 
rise. NUR and ASLEF stage series of one-day rail strikes. 

1979 Jan 20–21  BR ER uprates Shenfield–Southend electrification from 6.25 to 25 kV AC. 

1979 Feb - BR opens Lyne Bridge, Chertsey, over M25 Motorway, first cable-stayed 
railway bridge in Europe (J.B. Manson, designer). 

1979 Feb  3 Airship Developments’ prototype Skyship 500 helium-filled dirigible airship first 
flies at Cardington, the world’s first modern example (Roger Munk, designer). 

1979 Feb 10 Barry Steam Locomotive Action Group formed to co-ordinate efforts to save 
remaining locomotives from the scrapyard. 

1979 Spr - EMAP launch Steam Railway magazine, the first devoted to heritage railways. 

1979 Spr - P&O Ferries operate Jetfoil One on regular Tower Bridge–Oostende service. 

1979 Mar - BR installs first flashing yellow junction signals, Didcot. 

1979 Mar - PO introduces Prestel, the world’s first dial-up interactive Viewdata (videotex) 
service, operated from St Alphage House, London. The service is most 
successfully employed as Prestel Travel by travel agencies. 



1979 Mar  1 Preserved steam locomotives return to Paddington station for its 125th 
anniversary. 

1979 Mar 17  Penmanshiel Tunnel, BR East Coast Main Line, collapses during reconstruction 
to take 8 ft 6 in. high containers (2 killed). 

1979 Mar 30 LTE runs last RF single-deck buses. 

1979 Apr  7 LTE runs last RT double-deck buses. 

1979 Apr 12 Scottish Development Department Cromarty Bridge (68-span prestressed 
concrete) opened over Cromarty Firth. 

1979 Apr 23 Ensign Bus Co. (dealer) of Grays begins to take delivery of DMS double-deck 
buses withdrawn by LT. (First withdrawn, Feb, is DMS251). 

1979 Apr 26 Aer Lingus’ first female pilot, Grainne Cronin, captains her first flight, Frankfurt–
Shannon. 

1979 May  1 LTE opens Jubilee Line, Charing Cross–Baker Street and over ex-Metropolitan 
tracks to Stanmore. 

1979 May  4 Greater Manchester Museum of Transport (buses) opens. 

1979 May  8 BR 84 001* enters National Railway Museum (for ‘100 Years of Electric 
Railways’ exhibition), first AC electric locomotive preserved. 

1979 May 11 Norman Fowler (Con.) appointed Minister of Transport in the new Government 
of Margaret Thatcher. 

1979 May 25 BLMC rolls last chassis off AEC Southall production line (Leyland Marathon 
tractor unit). The last AEC bus, Reliance JTM 109V* with Duple Dominant body, 
enters service with Tillingbourne, Nov. 

1979 Jun  9 West Somerset Railway extends regular tourist traffic as a preserved steam-
worked line from Minehead through to Bishop’s Lydeard, 19½ miles (12 km), 
making it the longest standard-gauge heritage railway. 

1979 Jun 17 BR introduces Family Railcard. 

1979 Jul  2 Blackpool Corporation’s first double-deck ‘Jubilee’ tram 761* (extensively rebuilt 
from ‘Balloon’ 725 at Rigby Road works) enters service (Stuart Pillar, engineer). 

1979 Jul  2 Post Office introduces Skynet night airmail network, based at Liverpool Speke. 

1979 Jul  8?–? LT operates regular (tourist) horse bus service marking Shillibeer Omnibus 
sesquicentenary. (Motor buses in commemorative livery from Mar 2.) 

1979 Jul 19 Festiniog Railway places double Fairlie Earl of Merioneth into service, first new 
locomotive built at its Boston Lodge Works since 1886 and first Fairlie built 
anywhere in the world since 1911 (first run Jun 12). 

1979 Aug 20 BR completes Penmanshiel Deviation, East Coast Main Line. HSTs (Inter-City 
125) introduced into full timetabled squadron service on ECML. 

1979 Sep–1980 Jun  BR/Persil soap powder (Lever Brothers) free rail ticket voucher 
promotion. 

1979 Sep - Mountain Bikes established in San Anselmo, Ca., to assemble specialist 
bicycles (Gary Fisher & Charlie Kelly). 

1979 Sep - PO links its first telephone subscribers directly to a digital exchange, 
Glenkindie*. 

1979 Sep 13–29 National Railway Museum/Travellers-Fare ‘Centenary Express’ of restored 
catering vehicles tours BR. 

1979 Oct 22 BR Invergowrie accident: rear-end collision after signal passed at danger (5 
killed). 

1979 Nov  1 Jersey European Airways established. 



1979 Nov  5 BR reopens Argyle line (8km/4.8 miles, electrified), reinstating Glasgow Central 
(Low Level) Railway. 

1979 Dec - First (experimental) scheduled passenger use of (MAN) articulated bus, Oxford. 
Also trialled in Sheffield from Sep. 

1979 Dec 20 BR APT-P* achieves 259.5 km/h (162.2 mph), Beattock, ScR. 

 1980 

1980 -- - Emergency Control Trains on BR disbanded; most coaches preserved*. 

1980 -- - Travellers-Fare opens first Casey Jones burger bar, Waterloo. 

1980 -- - CIÉ ceases to carry wagonload traffic. 

1980 -- - CalMac assumes ownership and operation of entire Scottish west coast 
shipping fleet; David MacBrayne Ltd becomes dormant. 

1980 -- - Agapitos I (ex TSS St Patrick) broken up after 4-year lay-up at Perama; last ex-
GWR ship. 

1980 Jan - Minister of Transport states government view that BR Inter-City, Freight and 
Parcels businesses should be run commercially (lecture in US) 

1980 Jan  1 Air UK formed by merger of British Island Airways, Air Anglia, Air Wales and Air 
Westward. 

1980 Jan 14 Townsend Thoresen introduce ro-ro ferry MV Spirit of Free Enterprise on 
Dover–Calais passage, reducing crossing time to 75 min. 

1980 Jan 14 Tachographs mandatory in commercial and public service vehicles. 

1980 Jan 15 1¼-mile (2 km) branch railway to Ford Motor Co., Bridgend, opened. 

1980 Jan 17 Dunmurry train explosion, NIR: IRA bomb prematurely detonated onboard (3 
killed). 

1980 Jan 26 Agreement for Vickers to take over Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 

1980 Feb 24 NIR opens new Londonderry terminus. 

1980 Mar - Vehicle hire company Gloagtrotter of Perth acquire a secondhand Ford Transit 
minibus for private hire under name of GT Coaches (Ann & Robin Gloag). 

1980 Mar c. ICI ceases to operate packets on Weaver. 

1980 Mar  4 BR loads final shipment of coal from Dunston Staiths*, last on the Tyne. 

1980 Mar 25 First bus lane in Dublin (Parliament Street). 

1980 Mar 28 LT opens London Transport Museum at Covent Garden. 

1980 Apr - Manx Electric Railway Board takes control of Isle of Man National Transport as 
well as Isle of Man Railways. 

1980 Apr - M8 motorway Glasgow–Edinburgh substantially completed. 

1980 Apr c. BR’s first female station manager, Pennie Bellas, Burgess Hill. 

1980 Apr c. Furness Withy shipping line sold to C.Y. Tung, Hong Kong. 

1980 Apr 16 Glasgow Underground reopens after 3-year rebuilding. 

1980 May 10 Pacific 46229 Duchess of Hamilton* makes her first mainline passenger runs 
following restoration to steam at the National Railway Museum. 

1980 May 12 BR introduces full HST service through to Penzance (some services from Oct 
1979). 

1980 May 12 BR Inter-City introduces dedicated bus connection Kettering–Corby–
Peterborough. 

1980 May 16 Dartford Tunnel, second bore, opens to road traffic (Mott, Hay & Anderson, 
engineers). 



1980 May 17 BR SR London Victoria Signalling Centre opens at Clapham Junction, 
commencing ‘Operation New Look’ Brighton line modernisation. 

1980 May 20 Lundy passenger sailing operations wholly taken over by Landmark Trust 
operating as White Funnel Steamers (initially chartering from P. & A. 
Campbell). 

1980 May 19 BR lengthens East Coast Main Line HST formations to 9 coaches. 

1980 May 24–6 Cavalcade of rail transport, Rainhill, led by locomotive Lion* (1838) returned 
to steam, and including working replica Rocket* (1979) and 46229*. 

1980 Jun 24 National Trust return former Coniston Railway steamer Gondola* (1859) to 
excursion service on Coniston Water. 

1980 Jun 30 Transport Act: provides for deregulation of coach services; deregulation of bus 
services in trial areas; and privatisation of NFC; changes to BR and NFC 
pension schemes; abolition of Freight Integration Council, Railways & Coastal 
Shipping Committee and National Ports Council; legalises articulated buses; 
removes Traffic Commissioners’ powers over fares and makes applications for 
route licences easier; other miscellaneous provisions related to road traffic. 

1980 Jul - Woodham Brothers cut up Standard class 9F 2-10-0 92085 at Barry, the last 
ex-BR steam locomotive scrapped in a dealer’s yard. 

1968 Jul  1 PO Telephones bring into service the first System X processor-controlled digital 
switching system, a tandem junction unit, at Baynard House, London. 

1980 Jul  3 BRB approves plans for introduction of APT into squadron service from May 
1984. 

1980 Jul 11 A55 road deck on Britannia Bridge officially opened. 

1980 Jul 14 Minister of Transport announces that private capital is to be introduced into BR 
non-rail subsidiaries. 

1980 Jul 31 Bus conductor licencing abolished, under terms of Transport Act 1980. 

1980 Jul 31 PO introduces new-style cylindrical pillar boxes (K Type; Tony Gibbs, 
designer). 

1980 Aug c. Resco (Railways) Ltd (Woolwich) complete restoration of 4-wheel District 
Railway coach 100* to service from a grounded body, the first time this has 
been done for a standard-gauge vehicle. 

1980 Aug  1 CIÉ Buttevant accident, Co. Cork: express collides with stationary ballast train 
following irregular working of facing points (18 killed). 

1980 Aug 11 Tyne & Wear Metro first section opens to public, Haymarket (Newcastle)–
Tynemouth via South Gosforth, chiefly on former heavy rail formation, the first 
such conversion to light rail. Vehicles built by Metro-Cammell. All operating 
functions use metric measurements. 

1980 Aug 17 Opening of Wicklow Way long-distance recreational footpath, first in the Irish 
Republic. 

1980 Sep - PO Telephones bring first operational optical fibre link into service, Brownhills–
Walsall (9 km/5½ miles). 

1980 Sep  9 Bibby Line’s Liverpool-registered ore-bulk-oil combination carrier MV Derbyshire 
(1975/6) sinks south of Japan in Typhoon Orchid following structural failure, at 
91,655 tg the largest UK-registered ship ever lost (all 44 crew killed). 

1980 late - Greater Glasgow PTE/A renamed Strathclyde. 

1980 Oct - BRB’s first female member, Prue Leith, appointed (part-time). 

1980 Oct c. Leyland Olympian bus introduced, constructed at Bristol Commercial Vehicles; 
it becomes the last standard double-decker with NBC and LT (usually with 
Eastern Coach Works bodywork). 



1980 Oct  4 Last Channel crossing by a ‘foot passengers only’ British ferry, Caesarea, 
Boulogne–Folkestone. 

1980 Oct  5 Coventry City Council opens Museum of British Road Transport. 

1980 Oct  6 Deregulation of coach services (and express bus services, now defined as 
those over 30 miles), under terms of Transport Act 1980. Traffic 
Commissioners to have presumption in favour of granting unconditional road 
service licences for stage carriage services without applicant being required to 
demonstrate need. Local education authority buses permitted to carry general 
public with road service licence (but without LEA requiring an operator’s 
licence); (three) trial deregulated areas permitted; bus grant and fuel duty 
rebates restricted to stage carriage services; restrictions on car sharing lifted. 
British Coachways consortium of private operators begins operation of network 
based on London King’s Cross Road (remaining partners dissolved 18 Oct 
1982). 

1980 Oct  6 Harker sell their remaining six barges (on Mersey and Tyne) to Whitaker. 

1980 Oct  9 Gloagtrotter of Perth trading as GT Coaches begins operation of Dundee–
London St Pancras service as The Stage Coach. 

1980 Oct 12–1981 May 22 BR closes Barmouth Bridge for work following discovery of 
damage by shipworm. 

1980 Oct 13 Foden acquired by PACCAR (as Sandbach Engineering) following receivership 
Jul. 

1980 Oct 14 P. & A. Campbell’s MV Balmoral runs final regular commercial excursion in 
Bristol Channel in their ownership, Penarth/Ilfracombe.  

1980 Oct 27 Sealink flagship ro-pax ferry MV St Anselm makes first passage Dover–Calais. 
Sister ships St Christopher and Irish Sea ferries Galloway Princess and St 
David built concurrently at Harland & Wolff. 

1980 Oct 31 Last departures of ‘Night Ferry’ conveying through Wagon-Lits Paris/London 
via Dover–Dunkerque train ferry (33 043). 

1980 Nov - British Rail Investments Ltd (BRIL) set up as BRB subsidiary to be holding 
company for non-rail businesses preparatory to their disposal (ceases to 
operate Oct 1984). 

1980 Nov 15 Holme Valley Parish Council introduces a rural minibus network around 
Holmfirth, operated (until 1988) by SKJ Motors. 

1980 Nov 19 Guernsey Railway Co. (Steiner Investments) ceases all bus operation on the 
island at one day’s notice. 

1980 Nov 30 Western National makes major changes and withdrawals to former Devon 
General services, almost all remaining ex-DG full-size buses having been 
withdrawn during the year. 

1980 Dec 22 GT Coaches (Stagecoach, of Perth) take over bus operations of A. & C. 
McLennan of Errol, their first stage carriage services. 

1980 Dec 25 First Christmas Day without London Underground services. 

1980 end Cowie Group purchases George Ewer Ltd (Grey-Green Coaches). 

 1981 

1981 -- - BR closes Rail Express Parcels collection and delivery service. 

1981 -- - BR ScR opens Edinburgh Signalling Centre, with GEC–General Signal NX 

panel, controlling 221 route miles (354 km) and replacing 64 manual signal 
boxes. 

1981 -- - Closure of last tramway using main-and-tail rope haulage, Brenkley Drift–
Seaton Burn, Northumberland. 



1981 -- - Remaining Port Line ships flagged out to other Cunard subsidiaries. 

1981 -- - Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust established. 

1981 Jan - Renault Vehicles Industriels buy Dunstable commercial vehicle manufacturing 
operation (previously Commer) from Peugeot Talbot, continuing production of 
Dodge trucks. 

1981 Jan  5 Office of Minister of Transport elevated to Secretary of State for Transport 
(Norman Fowler, incumbent, until Sep 14). 

1981 Jan 16 Great Northern Railway Board (Ireland) and County Donegal Railways Joint 
Committee are formally dissolved, having remained in nominal existence 
primarily to safeguard pension rights of former Donegal staff. 

1981 Feb  6 Liverpool coaster Nellie M is sunk in Lough Foyle by an IRA unit using a 
hijacked pilot boat. 

1981 Feb 16 Guernseybus Ltd (Trafalgar Leisure International) begins operation. 

1981 Feb 26 Death of Robert Aickman, waterway revivalist (b. 1914). 

1981 Feb 28 BMMO S23 single-decker 5930 (RHA 930G), the last bus in service (wholly) built 
at its central works, works its last service, from Rugby garage. 

1981 Mar  1 Vehicle licencing for commercial operators replaced by operator licencing, 
under terms of Transport Act 1980. 

1981 Mar 25 Waddington work last coal  boats Cadeby Colliery staithe–Doncaster 
generating station over Sheffield & South Yorkshire Navigation through 
Sprotbrough Lock (enlarged 26 Nov 1980) (Sheaf, Ricall and Felix). 

1981 Apr - CK Coaches, Cardiff, start operation in opposition to Corporation Transport  
(company wound up Feb 1982). 

1981 May - First buses for CIÉ produced from its new Shannon works managed by 
Bombardier. 

1981 May 25 First new-generation light rapid transit system with street running opens, 
Calgary, Canada. 

1981 May 31 Regie voor Maritiem Transport (RMT – Sealink) introduces Boeing jetfoil 
Princesse Clementine on Dover–Oostende service. 

1981 May–Jun FlyPast first published, the first commercial magazine devoted to aviation 
history and heritage (Mike Twite, editor). 

1981 Jun 18  BTH announces sale of Gleneagles, Caledonian and North British Hotels to 
private investors as Gleneagles Hotels plc. 

1981 Jun 18 Sally Line (Viking Line) enters Channel ferry market with ‘Papenburg sister’ MV 
The Viking (1974) on Ramsgate–Dunkerque (Ouest) service. 

1981 Jun 21 Goodge Street station fire, LTE, originating in smoking material (1 killed). 

1981 Smr - BR sponsors regular York–Scarborough steam excursions, using reinstated 
turntable facilities co-sponsored by Scarborough Borough Council. 

1981 Jul  2 Transport Act 1962 (Amendment) Act (“Speller amendment”) allows BR to 
begin new services experimentally without requirement to go through statutory 
closure procedures should they prove unsuccessful. First reopenings under this 
provision 16 Apr 1983. 

1981 Jul 14 PO launches System 4 direct-dial carphone. 

1981 Jul 17 BR runs last (freight) trains on Woodhead route; class 76 electric locomotives 
withdrawn. 

1981 Jul 17 Humber Bridge officially opens to (tolled) road traffic (Gilbert Roberts of 
Freeman, Fox & Partners, engineers). It will be the world’s longest single span 
for 17 years. Sealink DEPV Farringford makes last Humber ferry crossing. 



1981 Jul 26 Llangollen Railway opens first section for regular tourist traffic as a preserved 
steam-worked line, first standard-gauge heritage line with entire running line 
reinstated from bare trackbed. 

1981 Jul 27 Start of trial bus deregulation in Herefordshire, under terms of Transport Act 
1980. 

1981 Aug - (?Oct) Last regular commercial cargo carried on narrow canals, lime juice for 
Roses from London Docks to Boxmoor, Grand Union Canal. 

1981 Aug - British Telecom (PO) opens first (pre-production) System X Digital Local 
Switching Unit public local telephone exchange, Woodbridge. 

1981 Aug 10 Sealink ro-pax ferry TSMV St David makes first passage Holyhead–Dún 
Laoghaire, last short sea ship to enter service with Sealink under BR 
ownership. 

1981 Aug 12 IBM launches its Personal Computer (model 5150) with Intel processor and 
Microsoft software in the US. 

1981 Aug 20 British Telecom (PO) Public Data P[acket] S[witching] S[ervice] begins full 
commercial operation, with switching nodes in London, Birmingham and 
Manchester. 

1981 Aug 30 CalMac PS Maid of the Loch* ceases excursion service on Loch Lomond, the 
last paddle steamer in commercial service in the British Isles. MV Glen Sannox 
runs last Clyde cruise at end of season. 

1981 Sep - BR introduces computerised seat reservations, East Coast Main Line. 

1981 Sep - BR introduces Saver fares, Liverpool–London. 

1981 Sep - Oxford Airport sold by Oxford City Council to lessees CSE Aviation Ltd. 

1981 Sep ? BR International relaunches as Inter-City Europe. 

1981 Sep 15 Locomotive John Bull (built by R. Stephenson) operates in steam in the US on 
the 150th anniversary of its first run. 

1981 Sep 27 Derwent Valley Light Railway operates last train over line York Layerthorpe–
Dunnington. 

1981 Sep 27 SNCF introduces first TGV ‘V150’ high-speed electric passenger train (designed 
by GEC-ALSTHOM for 300km/h+ operation) at line speed over new high-speed 
line, LGV Sud-Est, Paris–Lyon (line officially opens Sep 22). 

1981 Oct - BR HSTs enter revenue service on Cross Country (North East/South West) 
route. 

1981 Oct  1 British Telecom (name adopted 1980) becomes separate business from PO, 
under terms of British Telecommunications Act (Jul 27). 

1981 Oct  2 Sealink’s last steamship, Maid of Kent, makes her final regular sailing, 
Weymouth–Cherbourg. 

1981 Oct  4 LT introduces ‘Fares Fair’ average 32% reduction of fares (declared unlawful 
Dec 17 following legal challenge by London Borough of Bexley). 

1981 Oct 10 BR takes delivery of first Mk 3 sleeping cars from BREL Derby works. 

1981 Oct 15 MV Clan Macgregor completes last Clan Line voyage. 

1981 Oct 25 Hoverspeed created as amalgamation of Seaspeed and Hoverlloyd (jointly 
owned by Brosta MS/BRB). 

1981 Oct 30 Preston Dock closes to commercial traffic (last foreign cargo arrives Oct 16). 

1981 Nov - National Freight Consortium plc set up. 

1981 Nov - PLA closes Royal Docks to general trade, last of its upstream docks operating 
(last vessel loaded left King George V Dock Oct 7 and last discharged at end 
Oct). 



1981 Nov - Cable & Wireless privatisation commences by Government selling 50% of 
shares. 

1981 Nov  2 BR open station experiment with penalty fares, in north of Scotland. 

1981 Nov  8 BR ScR opens Dubbs Junction signal box (Ardrossan), the last mechanical 
installation. 

1981 Nov  8 Trathens and National Express begin joint Plymouth–London Rapide service  
using Trathens Neoplan Skyliner double-deck coaches. In 1982 Trathens 
acquire Oasis restaurant at Orange in south of France 

1981 Nov 15 Tyne & Wear Metro extends to Heworth, crossing the Tyne by the Queen 
Elizabeth II Bridge (3-span through truss; main span 161 m of total 346 m (179 
yds of 384); W.A. Fairhurst & Partners, designers). 

1981 Dec  7 BR Advanced Passenger Train prototype (APT-P)* enters trial public service, 
Glasgow–Euston (electric power). 

1981 Dec 11 BR Seer Green accident: rear-end collision following irregular block working in 
snowy conditions. 

1981 Dec 11 NCB 17 (Barclay 2296/50)* ceases regular work on closure of Bedlay Colliery, 
the last conventional steam locomotive in regular industrial service in Scotland. 

1981 Dec 19 Penlee life-boat disaster: RNLB Solomon Browne driven onto rocks on service to 
Irish coaster Union Star on the latter’s maiden voyage (all 8 & 8 crew 
respectively killed). 

 1982 

1982 -- - HM Railway Inspectorate appoints first Assistant Inspecting Officer not to have 
been an RE officer (Alan Cooksey, a railway civil engineer). 

1982 -- - CIÉ commences sytem-wide installation of cab radio (AEG/Telefunken). 

1982 -- - British Transport Staff College courses transfer from Woking to Ashridge 
Management College, Berkhamsted. 

1982 -- - Plaxton Paramount coach bodywork introduced (Ogle Design), initially on 
Leyland Leopard chassis. 5K+ built. 

1982 Jan - BR introduces Saver fares nationally. 

1982 Jan  1 Travellers-Fare becomes direct subsidiary of BRB. 

1982 Jan  2 BR runs Deltic diesels for last time.  

1982 Jan  4 BR introduces sector management for marketing purposes: passenger services 
divided into Inter-City, London & Southeast, and Provincial, plus Parcels; 
Railfreight divided into Trainload; Distribution; and Freightliner; BR 
Maintenance Ltd set up. 

1982 Feb - National Freight Corporation management employee buy-out (MEBO). 

1982 Feb  5 Laker Airways operates last flight and enters bankruptcy. 

1982 Feb 23 Glasgow coaster St Bedan is sunk in Lough Foyle by an IRA unit using a 
hijacked pilot boat. 

1982 Feb 25 Transport (Finance) Act increases borrowing limits for BRB, NBC, PLA and 
MD&HB; supersedes previous BR public sector obligation arrangements. 

1982 Mar - Associated Leisure acquires Blundell Group touring coach operators including 
Smiths Happiways–Spencers. 

1982 Mar 21 LT fares increased by average 96%. 

1982 Mar 31 Blackpool Corporation’s final ‘Jubilee’ tram 762* (extensively rebuilt from 
‘Balloon’ 714) is rolled out, last substantially new double-deck car. 



1982 Apr  6 Wells & Walsingham Light Railway opens in Norfolk, world’s longest public line 
of so small a gauge (4 miles/6.5 km of 10¼ in./260 mm gauge), on former 
standard-gauge formation. 

1982 Apr 15 Auxiliary MV Nelcebee* (built as a prefabricated steam tug by T.B. Seath & Co, 
Rutherglen, 1883) makes last commercial round voyage, Port Adelaide–
Kangaroo Island. 

1982 Apr 27 IRA firebomb attack at Ulsterbus Armagh depot destroys 26 buses, the largest 
single loss of vehicles during the Troubles. 

1982 May - David Serpell appointed to secure improved financial results from BR. 

1982 May - Sealink ferry MV St Edmund requisitioned by Ministry of Defence for service in 
Falklands Conflict (and subsequently purchased). 

1982 May 17 BR opens Milton Keynes Central to public as Inter-City station (officially May 
14). 

1982 May 17 BR introduces Anglo-Scottish Nightrider cheap fare trains. 

1982 May 17 BR HSTs enter full timetabled squadron service on Cross Country route. 

1982 May 25 Reinaugural ‘Venice Simplon-Orient-Express’ (Sea Containers Group), using 
Pullman cars London Victoria–Folkestone and Wagons-Lits Boulogne–Venice. 

1982 May 25 Festiniog Railway reopens throughout to Blaenau Ffestiniog (Central), first 
passenger service on upper section of line since Sep 1939, over part-volunteer-
constructed deviation. 

1982 May 25 Cunard Line ro-ro container ship SS Atlantic Conveyor (14,950 tg; built by Swan 
Hunter, 1970) taken up from trade by the Ministry of Defence is hit by air-
launched Argentine Exocet missiles and burnt out during the Falklands Conflict 
(12 killed). 

1982 May 28 Pope John Paul II’s visit to the UK begins with a journey from Gatwick Airport to 
London Victoria station in saloon 975025. 

1982 Jun - CPT rebrands as Bus & Coach Council. 

1982 Jun  7 Monopolies & Mergers Commission report on a sample of major publicly-owned 
bus operators. 

1982 Jul 19 Kessock Bridge, over Beauly Firth near Inverness, officially opens to road 
traffic, replacing ferry (cable-stayed; Hellmut Homberg, Crouch & Hogg and 
Ove Arup & Partners, designers). 

1982 Aug  2 BR introduces flexible rostering for train crew by agreement with NUR and 
ASLEF. 

1982 Sep  4 Isle of Man Steam Packet TSS Manxman makes last crossing, Douglas–
Liverpool, the last (turbine) steamer on a short sea route. 

1982 Oct  1 Inland Telegraph Service withdrawn. 

1982 Oct  4 BR HSTs enter revenue service on Midland Main Line, St Pancras–Sheffield. 

1982 Nov - BR launches Night Star parcels service (overnight Red Star with delivery, 
usually by contracted taxi). 

1982 Nov - NBC sells its 50% share of Bus Manufacturers (Holdings) Ltd to British Leyland, 
the other shareholder. 

1982 Nov - British Shipbuilders closes ex Hawthorn, Leslie Hebburn yard; nuclear fuel 
carriers Pacific Teal and Mediterranean Shearwater are the last vessels 
completed. 

1982 Nov c. Inbucon Report proposes that BWB should maximise income from waterside 
developments. 



1982 Nov  1 Manx Airlines begins operation (as subsidiary of British Midland and British & 
Commonwealth Shipping). 

1982 Nov 11 BR introduces prototype Thorn EMI APTIS ticket issuing system, Portsmouth & 
Southsea. 

1982 Nov 11 NASA STS-5: first operational launch of Space Transportation System (‘Space 
Shuttle’) with reusable orbiter vehicle, OV-102 Columbia, from Kennedy Space 
Center, US. System in use until Jul 2011. 

1982 Nov 14 Tyne & Wear Metro completes North Tyne loop, St James–Tynemouth via 
Wallsend. Section includes Byker Viaduct, with segmental construction by 
balanced cantilever method using precast prestressed concrete box girder 
sections with joints counter cast and glued by epoxy resin (806 m (895 yds); 
Ove Arup & Partners, designers); and part reuse of Newcastle & North Shields 
Railway formation (1839). 

1982 Nov 18 Western Isles Council opens South Ford Causeway, Benbecula–South Uist, 
replacing the 1942 bridge. 

1982 Dec  1 Grafton Street, Dublin, pedestrianised. 

1982 Dec  9 BR Railfreight takes delivery of first class 58 diesel locomotive (modular design) 
at BREL Doncaster Works. 

1982 Dec 17 Orwell Bridge (A45 Ipswich Bypass) opened (1287 m (1177 yds) cantilevered 
prestressed concrete viaduct cast in-situ; main span 190 m (174 yds); Sir 
William Halcrow & Partners, engineers). 

 1983 

1983  21 of remaining 23 British Transport Hotels sold to private sector during year. 
BTH Superbreak Mini-Holidays sold to Dunn-Miller Associates. 

1983 BR transfers most remaining 16-t mineral wagons out of traffic use during year. 

1983 -- - BR introduces flexible rostering for footplate grades. 

1983 -- - First all-female heritage railway steam locomotive footplate crew, Margaret 
Harding and Margaret Lansdell, Dean Forest Railway. 

1983 -- - Scottish Bus Group introduces Scottish Citylink coach network. 

1983 -- - Sustrans established (in Bristol) as a charity to promote cycleways. 

1983 -- - British Motor Industry Heritage Trust set up to safeguard British Leyland group 
heritage road vehicles and archives. 

1983 -- - The last two Brocklebank ships, Manaar and Matra are sold off 

1983 -- - BR Harwich–Zeebrugge container shipping service transferred to Freightliner. 

1983 Jan  1 British Transport Docks Board renamed Associated British Ports. 

1983 Jan 10 (wef) BR closes passenger lines to Paisley Canal and Kilmacolm. 

1983 Jan 20 Publication of Serpell Report on railway finances. 

1983 Jan 31 Wearing of seatbelts in motor vehicle front seats becomes compulsory. 

1983 Feb - ABP privatised by sale of 49% share in ABP Holdings plc. 

1983 Feb  7 Belfast Harbour Airport reopens to commercial flights. 

1983 Feb  8 British Waterways Act provides, iner alia for transfer of portions of certain 
remainder waterways to cruiseways: Ashton Canal, Caldon and Leek branches, 
Erewash Canal, Lower Peak Forest Canal, ‘Mon & Brec’ Canal and Slough 
arm. 

1983 Feb 17 BR’s first female train driver, Anne Winter, Waterloo. 

1983 Mar 28 BR SR introduces class 455 EMUs on Waterloo suburban services, its first 
second-generation units (built by BREL York). 



1983 Mar 28 Transport Act: sets financial limits for metropolitan county support for PTEs. 

1983 Apr  1 Manx Electric Railway Board reconstituted as Isle of Man Passenger Transport 
Board, having operated as Isle of Man Passenger Transport from 1982. 

1983 Apr 13 Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Society formed. 

1983 Apr 15 Last steam roller works in service, Marshall 79669*, West Sussex County 
Council, Midhurst. 

1983 Apr 24 Denver & Rio Grande Western works last ‘Rio Grande Zephyr’, the last 
privately-operated commercial passenger train in the US. 

1983 May  9 Level Crossings Act: Secretary of State for Transport can direct level of 
protection required. 

1983 May 16 BR reopens Pinhoe station and Penistone–Barnsley line (7 miles/11 km) to 
passenger services, first under terms of “Speller amendment”; also Garston–
Hunts Cross. 

1968 May 16 BR officially deletes the suffix ‘Halt’ from the name of the four remaining 
stopping places (in Scotland) carrying it (Balmossie, Carfin, Golf Street and 
Rosyth). 

1983 May 16 Clamp introduced in Metropolitan Police area. 

1983 May 20 Rochdale Canal Society reopens restored section Todmorden–Hebden Bridge. 

1983 May 22 LTE introduces ‘Balanced Plan’ fares (average reduction 25%) with simplified 
zones; also bus/Underground Travelcard. 

1983 May 28 Mid-Hants Railway extends Ropley–Medstead, first English standard-gauge 
heritage line to reinstate lifted running track. 

1983 Jun  1 BWB officially opens Sheffield & South Yorkshire Navigation improvements to 
take 700 t barges to Rotherham, under terms of British Waterways Act 1974 
(completed Apr). 

1983 Jun 11 Hon. Nicholas Ridley (Con.) appointed Secretary of State for Transport with 
new government commitment to privatise publicly-owned transport industries. 

1983 Jun 18 Death of R.A. Riddles, former BR CME (Calne) (b. 1892). 

1983 Jul 11 BR introduces nominally full electric service Bedford–St Pancras/Moorgate (in 
practice phased in 28 Mar 1983–23 Jan 1984), the first driver only operated 
trains on BR (the subject of industrial dispute from Jan 1982). 

1983 Jul 11 BR introduces Mk 3 sleeping cars, on Paddington–Penzance ‘Night Riviera’. 

1983 Jul 16 Scilly helicopter accident: BA Sikorsky S-61 G-BEON crashes in sea off Isles of 
Scilly due to pilot error in fog (20 killed). 

1983 Jul 30 South Tynedale Railway opens first section from Alston, first English narrow 
gauge (2 ft/60 cm) steam-worked tourist line on a former standard-gauge 
formation (official opening 25 May 1984. First section of Launceston Steam 
Railway opens 26 Dec 1983). 

1983 Aug - BR ScR/Strathclyde introduce first MUs painted Govan orange, first use of a PTE 
livery on heavy rail stock. 

1983 Aug - Meriden Motorcycle Co-operative agrees to cease trading. 

1983 Aug  1 Motor vehicle registration year letter changes to A prefix from Y suffix. 

1983 Smr - Nissan Micra supermini car first on sale in UK. 

1983 Aug 21 CIÉ Cherryville Junction accident, Co. Kildare: rear-end collision (7 killed). 

1983 Sep - BR introduces Cornish Railways as a local brand (continues to 26 May 1986). 

1983 Sep  6 BR runs last SR-design 4 Sub EMUs in regular service (4279/54, 10.21 East 
Croydon–Victoria). 



1983 Sep 12 Robert B. (Bob) Reid promoted to Chairman & Chief Executive of BR in 
succession to Sir Peter Parker (Bob Reid knighted Jun 1985). 

1983 Sep 24 MBO of Tillingbourne as Metrobus. 

1983 Aut - NCB withdraws its last steam locomotives in regular service, Bickershaw 
Colliery. 

1983 Oct - BR/WYPTE introduce production class 141 4-axle 2-car railbus with Leyland 
National body into service.  

1983 Oct  2 BR opens Selby Diversion (22.5 km/14 miles), avoiding potential coalmining 
subsidence on East Coast Main Line. 

1983 Oct  3 BR relaunches Inter-City, with new livery. 

1983 Oct  3? BR Inter-City designates certain London services as ‘Executive’ with premium 
service for 1st class business travellers. 

1983 Oct  5 M7 Naas By-pass opens, first motorway in Irish Republic (7 km). 

1983 Nov 23 BR Paddington accident, WR: sleeping car train derails taking turnout at speed. 

1983 Nov 23 Sealink Isle of Wight ferry MV St Helen makes first crossing Portsmouth–
Fishbourne, last vessel built new for Sealink under BR ownership, and last 
vessel launched by Robb Caledon, Leith (Sep 15). 

1983 Dec - Synthite ceases rail traffic at its Alyn chemical works, Mold, withdrawing Motor 
Rail works no. 1844* of Dec 1919, oldest diesel locomotive in commercial 
service. 

 1984 

1984 -- - BR withdraws last unbraked wagons from revenue service. 

1984 -- - Carnforth Railway Restoration & Engineering Services set up. 

1984 -- - BTP cease to police LT buses. 

1984 -- - LT’s first female bus mechanic, Helen Clifford, Holloway garage. 

1984 -- - Speed limit for HGVs raised from 40 mph to 50 mph (60 mph for rigid vehicles 
on dual carriageways). On motorways, the limit is raised from 60 mph to 70 
mph (remaining at 60 mph for artics). 

1984 -- - Courier Express changes name to Parceline. Acquired by Mayne Nickless 
(Australia) 1985. 

1984 -- - Colas Products Ltd (Shell) takes over W. & J. Glossop Ltd, road contractors. 

1984 -- ? BR ends recognition of closed shop. 

1984 Jan - National Express ceases use of Cheltenham coach interchange. 

1984 Jan - Shearings Holidays acquired by Associated Leisure, which later in the year is 
itself acquired by Pleasurama. 

1984 Jan  1 Irish Republic Department of Posts & Telegraphs split into An Post and 
Telecom Éireann, under terms of Postal & Telecommunications Services Act 
1983. 

1984 Jan  5 BR introduces on-train payphones, on Paddington–Swansea service. 

1984 Feb - International Harvester sells Seddon Atkinson to ENASA (Spanish government-
owned owner of Pegaso). 

1984 Feb  5 BR SR Waterloo–Vauxhall resignalling commissioned, the 1936 Westinghouse 
style L miniature power frame – the last at a London terminus – is replaced by 
a new panel in Waterloo signal box. 

1984 Feb 13 BR WR headquarters moved from Paddington to Swindon. 



1984 Feb 27 Devon General (NBC) introduces high-frequency minibus operation in Exeter, 
using Ford Transit/Carlyle vehicles (John Hargreaves, Derek Fytche, Brian 
Barrett and Harry Blundred (manager)). 

1984 Mar  5 NCB ceases to work inclines on Seaham Harbour branch of South Hetton 
Railway, last remaining self-acting inclines, and last of any type in North East. 

1984 Mar  6–1985 Mar  3  National Union of Mineworkers strike against National Coal Board 
pit closures. On Aug 30–31 1984 103 striking miners occupy the 3 unloading 
cranes at ABP Port Talbot deepwater (iron ore) berth. 

1984 Mar  9 OIÉ hotels transfer from CIÉ to Council for Education, Recruitment & Training. 

1984 Mar 12–1985 Mar  3  National Union of Mineworkers strike in opposition to NCB pit 
closures. ASLEF blacks BR coal movement Mar 30. 

1984 Mar 15 Proposed closure of BR Marylebone station, but Coopers & Lybrand report for 
BR considers its conversion to a coach terminus served by express busway 
fails cost/benefit analysis. 

1984 Mar 23 Road speed limits of 70 mph on motorways, 60 mph on dual carriageways and 
50 mph generally consolidated by Regulations. 

1984 Mar 24 Tyne & Wear Metro opens South Shields branch, partly on route of 1834 
mineral line at Chichester. 

1984 Mar 26 LT introduces one person operation on Hammersmith & City Line trains as trial 
for general roll-out. 

1984 Mar 26 BR ScR reintroduces mixed trains for Aberdeen–Wick container workings; 
these survive only until 1985. 

1984 Apr 12 London Docklands Railway Act (LTE). 

1984 Apr 12 TSS FairSky completed by Chantiers de Nord et de la Mediterranée, La Seyne 
sur Mer, for Italian cruise operator Sitmar, the world’s last major (turbine) steam 
passenger ship built (on British registry 1988–2000 as Sky Princess). 

1984 Apr 22 Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway opens first section for regular tourist 
traffic as a preserved steam-worked line south from Toddington, first English 
standard-gauge heritage line with entire running line reinstated from bare 
trackbed. 

1984 May  2 LT introduces 1983 tube stock into public service on Jubilee Line. 

1984 May  2 Liverpool International Garden Festival opens officially with 15 in./381 mm 
gauge railway system for internal transport. 

1984 May 14 BR SR introduces Gatwick Express, with class 488 (converted Mk 2f) coaches 
worked push-pull by class 73/1 electro-diesel locomotives. 

1984 May 14 BR West Coast Main Line maximum speed increases to 110 mph (175 km/h). 

1984 May 24? BR introduces regular steam excursions on West Highland Line Mallaig 
Extension. 

1984 Smr - First privately-operated trolley food services on BR provincial trains, Gylee 
Enterprises operating Shrewsbury–Newport. Travellers-Fare also introduces 
trolley services during year. 

1984 Jun - BTH sells Queens Hotel, Leeds, to Trusthouse Forte Ltd, the last railway hotel. 

1984 Jun  8 BR last offers railway letter service. 

1984 Jun 11 Translink’s minibus subsidiary, Flexibus Ltd, begins operation in Belfast. 

1984 Jun 15 Blackpool Corporation’s first single-deck one-man operated ‘Centenary’ tram 
641* (built by East Lancashire Coachbuilders reusing motors) enters service. 

1984 Jun 22 Mull & West Highland Narrow Gauge Railway officially opens as steam-worked 
tourist line (2 miles/3 km of 10¼ in./260 mm gauge), the first public railway on a 



Scottish island (experimental service from 18 Aug 1983; closes at end of 2011 
season). 

1984 Jun 22 Virgin Atlantic operates first flight, London Gatwick–Newark Liberty 
International, with Boeing 747 G-VIRG Maiden Voyager (Richard Branson). 

1984 Jun 24 BR Morpeth accident: high-speed derailment on curve. 

1984 Jun 29 LT passes from control of GLC to London Regional Transport (reporting to the 
Department of Transport), under terms of London Regional Transport Act 26 
Jun 1984. 

1984 Jul - Buses White Paper proposes deregulation, as embodied in Transport Act 1985. 

1984 Jul  9 LT prohibits smoking on trains, initially for experimental period. 

1984 Jul  9 T&GWU calls a national dock strike in protest at breach of National Dock 
Labour Scheme during NUM strike. This collapses about Jul 19, as does a 
second dock strike in Sep supported mainly in Scotland. 

1984 Jul 13 Ford assembly plant at Cork closes; Dunlop also closes its tyre plant here this 
year. 

1984 Jul 17 CEGB stages crash of train into nuclear flask on BR Old Dalby test track. 

1984 Jul 18 Sealink UK sold to British Ferries (subsidiary of Sea Containers Group, 
registered in Bahamas). Renamed Sealink British Ferries 1985. 

1984 Jul 23 CIÉ opens Dublin Area Rapid Transit (railway electrification scheme) to public 
(officially Oct 22). Units built by Linke-Hoffmann-Busch. Includes Automatic 
Train Protection for EMUs and Continuous AWS for other traffic (WABCO). 

1984 Jul 23 BR SR abolishes Divisions and reduces number of area managers in favour of 
passenger business managers. 

1984 Jul 27 Approval given for BR East Coast Main Line electrification, to be funded from 
existing resources. Work officially inaugurated 7 Feb 1985, Peterborough. 

1984 Jul 27? Hoverspeed in management buy-out (MBO). Sold on to Sea Containers 1996. 

1984 Jul 30 BR Polmont accident, ScR: Edinburgh–Glasgow express working push-pull with 
driving trailer leading is derailed by a cow on the line (13 killed). 

1984 Jul 30 Severn Valley Railway extends to new southern terminus, Kidderminster Town 
(total length 16½ miles/26 km). 

1984 Smr - Last Triumph Acclaim saloon car* off Cowley production line, the last Triumph-
badged car (replaced by the similarly Honda-based Rover 200 series from 
Longbridge). 

1984 Aug - Last Morris Ital estate car off Longbridge production line, the last Morris-badged 
car (replaced by the Austin Montego from Cowley). 

1984 Aug  1 Highland Regional Council opens Kylesku Bridge to road traffic (276 m 
prestressed concrete portal over Loch a' Chàirn Bhàin; Ove Arup & Partners, 
engineers), replacing ferry. 

1984 Aug  7 Birmingham International Airport Maglev connection to railway station opens to 
public, using DC electromagnetic suspension and linear induction propulsion 
developed by BR Research (closes 19 Jun 1995). 

1984 Aug 10 Jaguar Cars privatised. 

1984 Aug 22 BWB reopens Blisworth Tunnel after extensive repairs. 

1984 Sep - BR introduces Radio Electronic Token Block, Dingwall–Kyle of Lochalsh, with 
Solid State Interlocking. 

1984 Sep  4 Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends first broadcast on ITV. 

1984 Sep 15 BR ScR reopens Dyce station. 



1984 Sep 23 First preserved EMU to operate in line passenger service, 2 Bil. 2090* on SR. 

1984 Oct - National Motorcycle Museum opens at Bickenhill, Solihull. 

1984 Oct  9 WMPTE ‘Tracline 65’ guided busway experiment, Birmingham, using 
Metrobuses (until 26 Sep 1987), using former tramway reservation at Short 
Heath. 

1984 Oct 11 BR Wembley Central accident: EMU collides with Freightliner after signal 
passed at danger (3 killed). 

1984 Oct 17 Foyle Bridge, Londonderry, officially opens to road traffic, longest span and 
suspended structure in Ireland (steel box girder, 233.6 m of total 865.7 m (766 
ft of 2840); Freeman, Fox & Partners, engineers). (Partial opening in May?) 

1984 Oct 18 BR corporate plan envisages major subsidy and job reductions by 1990. 

1984 Oct 22 Brother Edmund Ignatius Rice Bridge, Waterford (crossing River Suir), opens to 
road traffic (precast prestressed concrete beam, total 204 m (669 ft) with 40 m 
(131 ft) prefabricated steel bascule; Rendel, Palmer & Tritton, engineers). 

1984 Oct 22 East-Link (Bridge, Dublin (crossing River Liffey), opens to road traffic, only toll 
bridge in Ireland, built by National Toll Roads plc (bascule). Dublin Corporation 
withdraws last Liffey ferry (Ringsend–East Wall). 

1984 Nov 14 Irish Shipping Ltd placed into liquidation by its owner, the Irish Government. 

1984 Nov 20 51% share in BT offered in public issue, under terms of Telecommunications 
Act. 

1984 Nov 23 LT Oxford Circus fire: Victoria Line northbound tunnel gutted by fire originating 
in contractor’s material. 

1984 Dec - BR publishes Inter-City into Profit policy statement, 

1984 Dec  4 BR Eccles accident, LMR: passenger service collides in rear with oil tank train 
following signal passed at danger followed by fire (3 killed). 

1984 Dec 20 BR Summit Tunnel fire, LMR: petrol tank train derailment followed by intense 
fire burning for 24 hrs. 

 1985 

1985 ‘GWR 150’ celebrations throughout year: many events and special trains, 
including gala at Didcot and return of steam on WR lines in Devon and to 
Portishead, but projected major summer exhibition at Swindon abandoned 
following announcement of works closure. 

1985 -- - BR inaugurates first signalling system with SSI for NX panel, at Leamington 
Spa. 

1985 -- - BR withdraws its last vacuum braked wagons from revenue service. 

1985 -- - BR opens its last narrow gauge line, at Poppleton Nurseries, York (hand-
worked). 

1985 -- - Transport operator Samuel Williams ceases operations. 

1985 early - P&O Ferries English Channel services acquired by Townsend Thoresen 
(European Ferries Group). 

1985 early - Reardon Smith Line Ltd (Cardiff bulk ship owners) ceases trading. 

1985 Jan - BR Scottish Region becomes ScotRail (brand used from 17 May 1982); 
resumes management of all Edinburgh–Glasgow services. 

1985 Jan - Freightliner launches Masterhaul logistics package for shipping lines. 

1985 Jan - PLA reopens Tilbury Baggage Hall as London International Cruise Terminal. 



1985 Jan  2 First public mobile phone calls made on a cellular network, Vodafone, in 
London. Cellnet (60% owned by BT with Securicor) also launches at this time 
initially operating from a single mast on the BT Tower in London. 

1985 Jan  2–3 Last 405-line television broadcasts. 

1985 Jan  6 LT/BR introduce Capitalcard joint Underground/bus/surface rail period season 
ticketing in London. 

1985 Jan 10 Sinclair C5 battery-assisted recumbent tricycle launched. Fewer than 17K are 
sold before Sinclair Vehicles goes into receivership Oct 12. 

1985 Jan 26 St Cuthbert’s Co-operative Society, Edinburgh, last uses horse-carts for milk 
delivery, probably the last major commercial operator. 

1985 Feb - Optare coachbuilders begins operations in Leeds, taking over Charles H. Roe 
from Leyland. 

1985 Feb  1 SNCF takes full ownership of Newhaven–Dieppe ferry, with MV Senlac. 

1985 Feb  3 BR runs first of its regular sponsored ‘Shakespeare Express’ steam-hauled 
excursions London Marylebone–Stratford-upon-Avon, with A4 Pacific 4498 Sir 
Nigel Gresley*. 

1985 Feb 17 LT prohibits smoking underground and on trains. 

1985 Feb 23 Festiniog Railway introduces production TITAN computer-based ticket issuing 
system, Porthmadog Harbour station (Brian Bushell, programmer). 

1985 Mar - BR drops InterCity hyphen. 

1985 Mar - PSV driving tests become compulsory, rather than at option of regional Traffic 
Commissioners. 

1985 Mar - Stagecoach introduces its first Routemaster bus into service, from Perth 
(purchased Jan). 

1985 Mar 23 Death of Richard Beeching, former chairman of BR (East Grinstead) (b. 1913). 

1985 Mar 25 BR opens Mills Hill station (Manchester & Leeds line) on site of 1839 station 
closed 11 Aug 1842. 

1985 Mar 27 BR London & Southeast beige/brown/orange (“Jaffa cake”) livery unveiled, on 
first refurbished ‘Clacton’ EMU, 309 605, at Wolverton works. 

1985 Mar 30 BR SR Three Bridges Signalling Centre takes over control of Brighton station, 
completing ‘Operation New Look’ Brighton line modernisation 6 months ahead 
of plan (station remodelling completed Apr 29). 

1985 Apr - BR InterCity sector takes over Gatwick Express and Liverpool Street–
Norwich/Parkeston Quay services; also launches Charter Train Unit. 

1985 Apr - Railway Heritage Trust established to safeguard historic structures. 

1985 Apr - BTP cease to police ABP property. 

1985 Apr  1 London Regional Transport transfers operations to three wholly-owned 
subsidiaries, London Underground Ltd (LUL), London Buses Ltd (LBL), and 
LRT Bus Engineering Ltd. 

1985 Apr  1 Manx Line Ltd (Sealink UK) takes 40% share in Isle of Man Steam Packet Co, 
which moves its English terminal from Liverpool to the Manx Line one at 
Heysham. 

1985 Apr  3 BR introduces first electric buggy for disabled people, at Waterloo station. 

1985 Apr  3 New working reproduction GWR broad gauge locomotive Iron Duke* officially 
named (Hyde Park). 

1985 Apr  5 Longest ever traffic jam, 32 miles (51 km), on M1 motorway between Milton 
Keynes and Rugby, caused by roadworks. 



1985 Apr 11 BT fully launches Teletex, a high-speed electronic mail service supplementing 
Telex; by closure on 17 Apr 1988 it has just 270 subscribers. 

1985 May - NCB withdraws its last working steam locomotive, Menelaus (Peckett 1889/35)* 
at Marine Colliery, Ebbw Vale. 

1985 May 12 BR last runs ‘The Irish Mail’ as a named train. 

1985 May 13 BR introduces electric service Liverpool Street–Ipswich, using class 86/2 
locomotives working push-pull. 

1985 May 13 BR InterCity relaunches Pullman brand with (re)inauguration of ‘Manchester 
Pullman’, ‘Merseyside Pullman’ and ‘Yorkshire Pullman’ and new purpose-built 
Mk 3b Pullman cars (from BREL Derby Works), the last built. 

1985 May 13 BR fare structure simplified: cheap day returns for journeys of 50 miles+ 
(outside London & Southeast) generally replaced by Savers. 

1985 May 15 ‘Royal Scotsman’ luxury tour train inaugurated. 

1985 May 28 Channel Island Ferries (Mainland Market Deliveries/Brittany Ferries/Huelin 
Renouf) make first sailing from Portsmouth with ‘Papenburg sister’ MV Corbiere 
(former Apollo of 1970) in competition with Sealink. 

1985 May 31 BR Battersea Park collision, SR, 09:49: DEMU struck in rear by Gatwick Express 
following signal passed at danger (104 injured). 

1985 May end Reardon Smith Line (tramp shipping) goes into liquidation. 

1985 Jun - BR introduces first on-train toilet for disabled people, on WCML Mk 3b coach. 

1985 Jun  1 Scottish Bus Group reorganised into new regional companies: Central Scottish, 
Clydeside Scottish, Eastern Scottish, Fife Scottish, Kelvin Scottish, Lowland 
Scottish, Midland Scottish, Northern Scottish, Strathtay Scottish, Western 
Scottish, Scottish Coaches and SBG Engineering. 

1985 Jun 23 Air India bombing: Boeing 747 jumbo jet VT-EFO Emperor Kanishka on flight 
182, Montreal–London(–Delhi), is blown apart by a Sikh terrorist bomb over 
Atlantic south west of Ireland (329 killed). 

1985 Jun 29 A55 Colwyn Bay Bypass completed. 

1985 mid BR Merseyrail withdraws final class 503 EMUs, last prenationalisation-design 
surface passenger stock in service. 

1985 Jul  1 BR given authority for Thameslink services via reopened Snow Hill Tunnel 
using new dual-voltage EMUs. 

1985 Jul  6 BR runs last trains on Tunbridge Wells–Eridge line (DEMUs 1317*/1311), its final 
rural branch passenger closure. 

1985 Jul  8 Ryanair makes first flight, Waterford–London Gatwick, using an Embraer EMB-
110 Bandeirante turboprop (Tony Ryan, Adam Cooke & Liam Lonergan). 

1985 Jul 13 Following first round of London bus route tendering, route 81 becomes the first 
to be awarded to a non-LBL company, London Buslines. 

1985 Aug - Travellers-Fare introduces Cuisine 2000 dining car service, using cook-chill 
meals provided by Trusthouse Forte Ltd, on BR London–Manchester services. 

1985 Aug - SYPTE demonstrates prototype Dennis trolleybus 2450*. 

1985 Aug  1 East Staffordshire District Council (Burton) bus services merged into local 
independent Stevensons. 

1985 Aug 22 Manchester air disaster: British Airtours Boeing 737 G-BGJL River Orrin on flight 
28M to Corfu catches fire on runway at Manchester International Airport due to 
engine component failure (55 killed). 

1985 Sep - BR diverts East Coast TPOs to Midland Main Line to allow Royal Mail road/rail 
connection at Derby with East Midlands Airport. 



1985 Sep  1 Iremer/WHOI expedition locates wreck of RMS Titanic (1912) in Atlantic. 

1985 Sep 27 BR sets speed record for diesel traction with reinaugural ‘Tees–Tyne Pullman’ 
approaching Essendine, 144 mph (232 km/h) (HST power cars 43038/43158). 

1985 Oct 21 Coach collides with stationary traffic on M6 Motorway (13 killed). 

1985 Oct 25 First flight from Knock International Airport, Co. Mayo. 

1985 Oct 30 Transport Act: Any bus operator permitted to run a ‘commercial’ service 
provided route and timetable registered with Traffic Commissioners; non-
commercial services to be offered by local authority or PTE to lowest bidder for 
subsidised operation. NBC to prepare programme for sale of its subsidiaries, 
the sales to be completed by Jan 1989. PTE and remaining municipal bus 
operations to be transferred to ‘arm’s length’ companies by 26 Oct 1986 with a 
view to sale. Inter-operator agreements become subject to scrutiny of Office of 
Fair Trading. Local authorities must operate a licencing system for taxis (in 
London, the Public Carriage Office transfers from the Home Office to TfL). 
Establishes Disabled Persons' Transport Advisory Committee (DiPTAC) which 
issues first specification for low-floor buses. Following this, operators withdraw 
from national wage agreements. 

1985 Dec - Air Atlantique (freight charter airline) moves base from Jersey to Coventry 
Airport. 

1985 end - BR probably operates last steam-heated passenger services in England. 

 1986 

1986 -- - First CIÉ diesel locomotives sold for preservation during year, E class shunting 
engines 421*, 428* and 432*. 

1986 -- - BRB appoints Director of Architecture, Design & Environment (Jane 
Priestman). 

1986 -- - BR introduces Trans-Pennine branding. 

1986 -- - Last steam locomotive in commercial industrial service in Scotland, fireless 
(Barclay 1952 of 1928*) at Shell refinery, Ardrossan (closed). 

1986 -- - ATL Group set up by Carlton PSV (A.T. Lavin, chairman). 

1986 -- - Ipswich Corporation withdraws its last conductor-operated buses. 

1986 -- - National Express drops all local coach branding (including Royal Blue). 

1986 -- - CIÉ closes Shannon bus works, 847 vehicles having been built for it. 

1986 -- - Minibus ranges launched: Optare CityPacer and Metr-Cammell Weymann 
Metrorider. 

1986 -- - Advanced stop lines for cyclists introduced on roads in Oxford. 

1986 -- - British Airports Authority assets pass to a new company, BAA, under terms of 
Airports Act. 

1986 Jan  5–1988 Jan 2  B+I ceases to operate Rosslare ferry service from Pembroke; 
service from Fishguard operated jointly with Sealink 

1986 Jan 12 LT/BR Capitalcard available for journeys originating outside London; free inter-
terminal travel by Underground for through BR passengers. 

1986 Jan 20 Treaty of Canterbury: Anglo-French agreement on Channel Tunnel as rail-only 
link. 

1986 Jan 20 BR Provincial introduces production class 150 Sprinter second-generation 
DMUs (built by BREL, York Works) into squadron service from Derby, 
superseding first-generation units but lacking accommodation for parcels traffic. 

1986 Jan 24 News International begins move of its newspaper production from Fleet Street 
to Wapping with road delivery by TNT replacing BR Parcels. 



1986 Feb–Dec BR introduces No Signalman Key Token working on Central Wales line, 
Pantyffynon–Craven Arms. 

1986 Feb 15 BR opens new London telephone centre, Waterloo. 

1986 Feb 17 General Motors (US)-built, Foster Yeoman-owned class 59 diesel locomotives 
enter stone train service on BR, 59 001 having on Feb 16 achieved 114 000 lb 
tractive effort on test. 

1986 Feb 28 Initial registration of commercial bus services due by this date. 

1986 Mar  6 BR InterCity On-Board Services takes over train catering from Travellers-Fare. 
Introduces bought-in sandwiches. 

1986 Mar  9 CIÉ introduces its first one person operated double-deck buses, Dublin. 

1986 Mar 24 BR reopens Edinburgh–Livingston–Bathgate line to passengers (16 km/10 
miles). 

1986 Mar 27 BREL closes Swindon Works. 

1986 Mar 29 Sealink British Ferries introduce HSC Our Lady Patricia onto Portsmouth–Ryde 
passage, the world’s first high-speed, high-capacity SeaCat wave-piercing 
catamaran. 

1986 Apr  1 Metropolitan county councils and GLC abolished, under terms of Local 
Government Act 1985; controlling authorities for PTEs become PTAs. Rural Bus 
Grant also introduced as transitional measure (until Mar 1990). 

1986 Apr - Snowdon Mountain Railway introduces its first diesel locomotives, from 
Hunslet, into service, following financial restructuring. 

1986 Apr - Last train of “Tom pudding” compartment coal boats works down Aire & Calder 
Navigation to Goole. 

1986 Apr  7 MV Balsa24 strikes and severely damages the F&RR&H Barrow Bridge. 

1986 Apr 12 BA Heathrow Terminal 4 opens to public, including LT Piccadilly Line station. 

1986 Apr 30 BR withdraws closure notices for London Marylebone. 

1986 May 10 Ex-DB ferry MV Oldenburg enters regular service on Lundy crossing. 

1986 May 12 BR inaugurates full electrified services: Tonbridge–Hastings full service (track 
singled in tunnels); Manningtree–Harwich; Romford–Upminster and Wickford–
Southminster. 

1986 May 12 BR InterCity introduces cross-London services calling at Kensington Olympia. 

1986 May 12 BR opens new stations including Cwmbran, Telford Central and Tiverton 
Parkway. 

1986 May 15 Termination of BR Post Office Parcels Post contract announced. 

1986 May 21 John Moore succeeds Nicholas Ridley as Secretary of State for Transport. 

1986 Jun - Brittany Ferries begins Portsmouth–Caen (Ouistreham) service with MV Duc de 
Normandie. 

1986 Jun  4 NCB withdraws its last steam locomotive in South Wales, Maesteg Pamela*. 

1986 Jun  6 First preserved diesel locomotive to work an excursion train on a national 
railway network in the British Isles, ex-CIÉ shunter E428*, Tuam–Claremorris. 

1986 Jun 10 BR London & Southeast sector rebranded as Network SouthEast, partly 
superseding Regional functions (Chris Green, Sector Director since Jan 6). Its 
first three years will see commuting up 15%, off-peak travel up 23%, and 
subsidy down 34%. 

1986 Jun 11 LT/BR NSE 1-day off-peak Capitalcard introduced. 

1986 Jun 18 National Railway Museum completes restoration to working order of ex-LNER 
Pacific 4468 Mallard*. 



1986 Jun 26 BR NSE introduces Gold Season ticket with loyalty inducements. 

1986 Jun 27 BR runs last train from Broad Street station, London. 

1986 Jun 27 Ribble bus operations in Cumbria transferred to Cumberland Motor Services 
and Merseyside operations split off as a new North Western Road Car Co. 

1986 Jul - Nissan Motor Manufacturing UK produces first (Bluebird)* car off new 
Washington (Sunderland) factory production line. 

1986 Jul - Fiat and Ford Europe merge truck building divisions to form Iveco Ford. 

1986 Jul  1 CIÉ canals taken over by Office of Public Works, under terms of Canals Act 
Mar 11. 

1986 Jul  7 BR introduces PORTIS on-train ticket issuing system, on Bristol–Severn Beach 
line. 

1986 Jul 14 BR reopens eight intermediate stations on Settle & Carlisle line. 

1986 Jul 14 National Holidays sold to Pleasurama Group, first sale of an NBC subsidiary. 

1986 Jul 20 First accessible bus service introduced in London, Alder Valley North Careline 
Heathrow–Victoria Coach Station–principal rail termini, operated by lift-
equipped Leyland Nationals. 

1986 Jul 26 BR Lockington accident, Humberside: DMU collides with road vehicle on 
automatic open crossing (9 killed). A report into level crossing safety is 
commissioned from Prof. F.P. Stott. 

1986 Aug - Downpatrick & Ardglass Railway takes delivery of ex-Great Southern & 
Western bogie coach 836* (S&T workshop 463A, built Ashbury 1902) from IÉ. 

1986 Aug  3 Isle of Wight Steam Railway completes restoration of I.o.W.R. (ex-NLR) 4-
wheel coach 46* to service from a grounded body, probably the first time this 
has been done on a volunteer-run standard-gauge heritage line. 

1986 Aug  7 Ferry Konigin Beatrix is forced to turn back to Harwich due to serious disorder 
by English football hooligans. 

1986 Aug 19 NBC’s first bus operating subsidiary privatised: Devon General Ltd 
management buy-out (MBO). 

1986 Aug 23 Falmouth Docks No. 3* officially withdrawn from service, the last conventional 
steam locomotive operated commercially by an industrial owner. 

1986 Sep - Colwyn Bay Borough Council runs its single one-bus route for the last time. 

1986 Sep  8 Last regular steam freight train on a US common carrier railroad, Crab Orchard 
& Egyptian Railroad, southern Illinois (2-8-0 locomotive 17*). 

1986 Sep  9 MV Norsea launched at Govan for P&O North Sea Ferries’ Hull–Rotterdam 
crossing, the largest passenger ship built on the Clyde (31785 grt) and last 
large passenger ship built in the UK; enters service 8 May 1987. 

1986 Sep 19 BR Colwich accident, LMR: collision following misinterpretation of signal 
aspects (1 driver killed). 

1986 Sep 23 NBC sells Badgerline to MEBO. 

1986 Sep 28 Scotrail runs last trains Balloch–Balloch Pier (25 kV electrified). 

1986 Sep 29 Scotrail inaugurates Ayrshire electrification, main section, Kilwinning–Ayr. 

1986 Sep 29 BR NSE introduces Network Card offering reduced off-peak travel. 

1986 Sep 29 LT introduces one person operation on Metropolitan Line trains. 

1986 Oct - BR begins production APTIS ticket issuing at stations including Didcot Parkway 
and Abbey Wood (official launch Nov 18, Regent Street travel centre). 

1986 Oct  1 Channel Island Ferries and Sealink British Ferries form joint operation, British 
Channel Island Ferries, and withdraw Weymouth services. Due to trade union 



disputes, Sealink does not in practice participate in the operation and is 
compulsorily bought out c. Jan 1987. 

1986 Oct  7 NBC sells Southern Vectis Omnibus Co. (Isle of Wight) to MBO. 

1986 Oct 20–25 Cunard liner Queen Elizabeth 2* makes the last transatlantic crossing (New 
York–Southampton) by steam (turbine) power. From Oct 27–25 Apr 1987 she 
is refitted (by Lloyd-Werft, Bremerhaven) with MAN/GEC diesel-electric 
propulsion machinery. 

1986 Oct 21 Secretary of State for Transport (John Moore) sets out 3-year directive to BR to 
improve services and reduce PSO grant. 

1986 Oct 26 Deregulation Day for buses (outside London and Northern Ireland). Stagecoach 
begin Magicbus operation in Glasgow using Routemasters. 

1986 Oct 27 ‘Big Bang’: London Stock Exchange rules change, deregulating financial 
markets and moving to electronic trading. 

1986 Oct 29 M25 London orbital motorway final section officially opens (Micklefield–South 
Mimms). 

1986 Oct 31 “Corkickle brake”, Whitehaven, closes to traffic, the last cable-worked rail 
incline. 

1986 Oct 31 NBC sells Cheltenham & Gloucester Omnibus Co.to MBO (Western Travel). 

1986 Nov  3 BR inaugurates first section of East Coast Main Line electrification, King’s 
Cross–Huntingdon. 

1986 Nov  6 Sumburgh accident: British International Helicopters Boeing Chinook crashes 
approaching airport due to mechanical failure  (45 killed). 

1986 Nov  7 NBC sells Maidstone & District Motor Services to MBO. 

1986 Nov 11 Ex-BR Standard steam locomotive, Pacific 71000 Duke of Gloucester* returns 
to steam after 13 years restoration from part-dismantled condition 
(Loughborough). 

1986 Nov 15  LT closes Aldenham bus overhaul works. 

1986 Dec  5 NBC sells Cambus (split off from Eastern Counties 9 Sep 1984) to MBO. 

1986 Dec  5 P&O Group acquires controlling interest in European Ferries Group (including 
Townsend Thoresen). 

1986 Dec 10 A1(M) Hatfield Tunnel (cut and cover) opened, longest motorway tunnel (1150 
m/1300 yds; Mott, Hay & Anderson, engineers). 

1986 Dec 15 NBC sells PMT (Potteries) to MBO. 

1986 Dec 19 NBC sells South Midland (split off from City of Oxford Motor Services 17 Jun 
1984) to MBO. 

1986 Dec 22 NBC sells Midland Red West and Midland Red Coaches to MBO. 

1986 Dec 23 NBC sells Eastern National Omnibus Co. to MBO. 

1986 Dec 30 NBC sells Trent Motor Traction to MBO (Wellglade). 

 1987 

1987 Peak postwar year for BR (re)opening of stations (26) and (re)opening 
domestic lines to passenger traffic (32 miles/51.9 km). 

1987 -- - Gatwick Airport opens guided automated people mover. 

1987 -- - ‘Rollaboard’ two-wheeled suitcase invented by pilot Robert Plath (US). 

1987 -- - First submarine fibre-optic data cable inaugurated, to Belgium. 

1987 Jan - Unipart sold by Rover Group to MBO as UGC Ltd. 



1987 Jan  1 New motor vehicle registration system in Irish Republic. The first sequence 
issued for Dublin commmences at 87-D 1. 

1987 Jan 13 Leyland Bus sold by Rover Group to MBO (sold on to Volvo Mar 1988). 

1987 Jan 15 NBC sells City of Oxford Motor Services to MBO. 

1987 Jan 26 End of 3-month ‘freeze’ on local bus service registrations and start of full 
competition. Manchester Minibuses (Bee Line Buzz Co. subsidiary of United 
Transport (BET)) introduces high-frequency minibus operation, Stockport–
Altrincham. 450 services nationally are deregistered. 

1987 Jan 28 NBC sells Yorkshire Traction Co. to MBO. 

1987 Jan 29 NBC sells National Travel East to ATL Holdings (who dispose of its coaching 
fleet in Feb) and West Riding Automobile Co. and Yorkshire Woollen District 
Transport jointly to MBO (Caldaire Holdings). 

1987 Jan 31 BR MV Cambridge Ferry makes last Harwich–Zeebrugge train ferry crossing 
(first 2 Jan 1964). 

1987 Feb–Apr Majority share in Leyland Trucks division of Leyland Vehicles sold by 
nationalised Rover Group to DAF Beheer BV (MBO Jun 1993). 

1987 Feb  2 CIÉ operations transfer to new subsidiaries, Iarnród Éireann, Bus Éireann and 
Dublin Bus (Bus Átha Cliath), under terms of Transport (Reorganisation of CIÉ) 
Act 1986 (IÉ retains management of residual road freight). 

1987 Feb  3 NBC sells East Yorkshire Motor Services to MBO (Alan J. Stephenson, 
managing director). 

1987 Feb 11 British Airways privatised. 

1987 Feb 26 NBC sells Eastern Counties Omnibus Co. to MBO. 

1987 Mar - BR operates last steam-heated passenger services, Scotland (perhaps May 2 
on Aberdeen–Glasgow football special). 

1987 Mar - BREL Doncaster Works completes its last new locomotive and the last diesel 
built in a railway-owned works, 58 050. 

1987 Mar  5 NCB becomes British Coal Corporation. 

1987 Mar  5 NBC sells East Kent Road Car Co. to MBO. 

1987 Mar  5 NBC engineering subsidiaries sold to Frontsource. 

1987 Mar  6 Zeebrugge disaster: Townsend Thoresen car ferry Herald of Free Enterprise 
capsizes having put to sea with bow doors open (193 killed). 

1987 Mar  7 Thames Transit begins operations with high-frequency minibus service in 
Oxford and introduction of The Oxford Tube express coach service to London 
via M40 Motorway (Harry Blundred, chief executive). 

1987 Apr  - BREL Doncaster, Eastleigh and Glasgow (St Rollox, Springburn) locomotive 
works become British Rail Maintenance Ltd (BRML) Level 5 depots. 

1987 Apr  1 Most municipal airports to transfer out of direct local authority control. 

1987 Apr  2 Hampshire Bus (Hants & Dorset until 1 Apr 1983) sold to Skipburn Ltd, a 
Stagecoach associate, first NBC bus operating subsidiary sold to an external 
bidder. 

1987 Apr  9 Ex-LSWR M7 class 0-4-4T 30053* arrives at Swanage returned from display in 
US. 

1987 Apr 13 Corby branch reopens for passengers, sponsored entirely by local authority 
(service last runs 28 May 1990). 

1987 Apr 13 Swansea Cork Car Ferries Ltd (set up by local authorities in Ireland and Wales) 
takes delivery of its first ferry Celtic Pride. 



1987 Apr 15 Last new channel train ferry, Armement navale’s Nord Pas de Calais, enters 
service on Dover–Dunkerque crossing, with new linkspan at Dover. 

1987 May  1 BR InterCity 21st birthday rebranding, with swallow emblem (Newell & Sorrell, 
design consultants). 

1987 May  7 NBC sells National Welsh Omnibus Services and Northern General Transport 
to MBOs. 

1987 May  8 NBC sells Brighton & Hove Bus & Coach Co. and South Wales Transport to 
MBOs and Provincial Bus Co. (Fareham) to ESOP (People’s Provincial Bus Co-
Ownership). 

1987 May 11 BR 2nd class redesignated Standard (applies on NIR from Oct). 

1987 May 11 BR inaugurates full electrified services: Ipswich–Norwich, Bishops Stortford–
Cambridge and Huntingdon–Peterborough. 

1987 May 11 BR reopens to regular passenger services: Coventry–Nuneaton (closed wef 18 
Jan 1965) and Oxford–Bicester Town (closed wef 1 Jan 1967). Also opens 
Lake station, Isle of Wight. 

1987 May 25 Solent Blue Line (set up by Southern Vectis on mainland) begins bus operation 
in Southampton. 

1987 Jun - BR Parcels loses Mirror Group newspapers delivery contract. 

1987 Jun 24 NBC sells Wilts & Dorset Bus Co. (revived 1 Apr 1983) to MBO. 

1987 Jun 24 NFC creates Lynx Express Delivery from merger of Roadline and NCL. 

1987 Jun 28–Dec 14  10 locomotives removed from Barry scrapyard are returned to steam. 

1987 Jun 30 BREL sells Swindon Works site to Tarmac Swindon Ltd for redevelopment. 

1987 Jul - British Transport Advertising sold to MBO. 

1987 Jul  2 BR NSE launches Network Gold Card as replacement for annual season tickets 
and CapitalCard. 

1987 Jul  3 NBC sells Shamrock & Rambler Coaches (Bournemouth) to Drawlane. 

1987 Jul  11 BR opens new Oxted signal box, first on SR with SSI. 

1987 Jul  11 BR Network SouthEast introduces free weekend parking at most stations. 

1987 Jul 16 BAA privatised. 

1987 Jul 22 NBC sells Cumberland Motor Services to Stagecoach. 

1987 Jul 23 NBC sells Wessex National express coach operator to MBO. 

1987 Jul 25 East Lancashire Railway opens first substantive section for regular tourist traffic 
as a heritage line, Bury–Ramsbottom. Cost of acquiring the line from BR is 
largely met by derelict land grants made available to local authorities. 

1987 Jul 30 Docklands Light Railway (LRT) officially opens, with driverless automatic train 
operation as standard. 

1987 Aug  6 NBC sells Western National to Plympton Coachlines (39% owned by 
Badgerline; control to Badgerline Sep 1988). 

1987 Aug  7 NBC sells Milton Keynes City Bus to MBO. 

1987 Aug 18 NBC sells Midland Fox to MBO (Swadlincote operations to Stevensons of 
Uttoxeter). 

1987 Aug 21 NBC sells Luton & District Transport to MEBO. 

1987 Aug 25 NBC sells West Yorkshire Road Car Co. to Alan J. Stephenson and MBO. 

1987 Aug 31 LT introduces one person operation on Piccadilly Line trains, first on Tube 
lines. 



1987 Sep  7 Groupe Special Mobile publishes Memorandum of Understanding on the 
Implementation of a Pan-European 900 MHz Digital Cellular Mobile 
Telecommunications Service by 1991 in Copenhagen. 

1987 Sep 18 NBC sells Bristol Omnibus Co. to Midland Red West Holdings/MBO. 

1987 Sep 21 BR London Fenchurch Street station refurbishment with air rights development 
officially opened. 

1987 Sep 23 NBC sells Voyage National SA (Lille) to Gurna Ltd. 

1987 Sep 26 BR Weymouth Quay tramway last scheduled passenger train (officially closed 
May 2016). 

1987 Oct -  BR introduces APEX (prebooked reduced-rate) fares, London–Glasgow. 

1987 Oct - LT introduces first U[niversal] T[icketing] S[ystem] gates, Regents Park. 

1987 Oct  2 NBC sells Southdown Motor Services to MBO. 

1987 Oct  4 BR reopens Cardiff City line to passenger services (5 miles/8 km, 4 stations), 
the first such reopening in Wales, sponsored by South Glamorgan County 
Council. 

1987 Oct  5 BR reopens Birmingham Snow Hill to regular services; full electrified service to 
East Grinstead; and Haddenham & Thame Parkway (the 150th station opened 
since the Beeching report). 

1987 Oct  8 Humber Tugs’ MT Lady Sybil launched by Cochranes at Goole Shipbuilding, the 
last vessel built there. 

1987 Oct 11 BR London Marylebone–Fenny Compton transferred from LMR (Chiltern Line) 
to WR (Thames & Chiltern). 

1987 Oct 15 Railfreight launches new identity. 

1987 Oct 15–16 Great Storm causes extensive transport disruption across southern England; 
Sealink ferry Hengist beached at Folkestone and severe damage to new Dover 
Western Docks train ferry pier. 

1987 Oct 16 BR Doncaster Wagon Works sold to MBO as RFS Industries, first railway 
workshop privatisation. 

1987 Oct 19 BR Glanrhyd Bridge accident, Central Wales line: DMU run onto bridge 
collapsed in heavy flooding (4 killed). 

1987 Oct 21 NBC sells Northumbria Motor Services to MBO (Proudmutual). 

1987 Oct 21 P&O European Ferries launched rebranding P&O Group and subsidiary 
European Ferries ships. 

1987 Oct 26 London City Airport in Docklands (John Mowlem & Co. plc) opens to scheduled 
traffic with Brymon and Eurocity Express Dash-7 STOL flights to Paris (official 
opening Nov 5; sold to control of Irish entrepreneur Dermot Desmond 1995). 

1987 Oct 28 HGV collides with stationary traffic on M61 Motorway (12 killed). 

1987 Oct 30 NBC sells Alder Valley (Aldershot) to Frontsource. 

1987 Oct 31 BA accepts its first female pilot, Lynn Barton. 

1987 Nov  1 BR sets world speed record for diesel traction with bogie-test train, York–
Darlington, 148.5 mph (237.5 km/h) (HST power cars 43102/43159). 

1987 Nov 18 LT King’s Cross fire: flashover on escalator (31 killed). 

1987 Nov 18 NBC sells United Counties Omnibus Co. to Stagecoach. 

1987 Nov 18? RMT/Sealink Princes Paola withdrawn from Dover–Oostende service, the last 
conventional Channel mailship. 

1987 Nov 21 Severn Valley Railway commissions Kidderminster Town Signal Box, 62 levers, 
built new with GWR design and components. 



1987 Dec  2 NBC sells United Automobile Services (Darlington) to Caldaire Holdings. 

1987 Dec  5 Downpatrick & Ardglass Railway begins public operation, the first Irish standard 
gauge (5 ft 3 in (1.6 m)) heritage railway to run over its own track. 

1987 Dec  7 BR allocates all rolling stock to sectors (first assigned Apr; pools assigned Oct). 

1987 Dec 10 NBC sells Midland Red South to Western Travel (Cheltenham & Gloucester). 

1987 Dec 11 Red Admiral (Badgerline/Southampton Citybus) begins minibus operation in 
Portsmouth. 

1987 Dec 12 Last vehicle delivered to an NBC order, Hestair Duple 425 Integral coach E456 

EGM for Berks Bucks Bus Co.’s Railair Link. 

1987 Dec 12 NBC sells Berks Bucks Bus Co. to Len Wright Travel (Q Drive); adopts 
operating name Bee Line. 

1987 Dec 16 NBC sells Hastings & District Transport to MBO. 

1987 Dec 17 British Waterways Act authorises restoration of Montgomery Canal Newtown–
Frankton Juncn. 

1987 Dec 21 NBC sells Crosville Wales to MBO. 

1987 Dec  2 BR announces abandonment of APT project. 

1987 late ? Derbyshire County Council purchases Chesterfield Canal above Staveley. 

 1988 

1988–9 BR InterCity enters profit. 

1988 ABP buys Colchester Dock Transit Co. and Teignmouth Quay Co. during year. 

1988 -- - BR withdraws its last steam breakdown cranes from service, Ransomes & 
Rapier DS1560*/1561*. 

1988 -- - BR InterCity runs ‘Relax’ television advertising campaign (Saatchi & Saatchi, 
advertising agency); BR also runs last corporate televsion advertisement. 

1988 -- - HM Railway Inspectorate appoints first Chief Inspecting Officer not to have been 
an RE officer (Robin Seymour, from the HSE). 

1988 -- - Closure of railway orphanage at Woking. 

1988 -- - ABB formed by merger of ASEA (Sweden) and Brown Boveri (Switzerland / 
Germany). 

1988 -- - Reghin Works, Romania, delivers class 490 0-8-0T 764-412R* to the 76 cm/2 ft 
6 in. gauge Berzasca forestry railway, Europe’s last new steam locomotive for 
industrial use. 

1988 -- - First roadside traffic enforcement cameras installed, to detect red light running 
in Nottingham. 

1988 -- - Bergen Line (owned since end 1984 by Kosmos) sold to RoNoTro A/S and 
drops name. 

1988 Jan  5 NBC sells London Country Bus (North West) to MBO. 

1988 Jan 27 NBC sells Midland Red North to Drawlane; Alan Stevenson sets up AJS 
Holdings. 

1988 Jan 28 NBC sells Lincolnshire Road Car Co. to Yorkshire Traction. 

1988 Feb  4 BR InterCity introduces Silver Standard service. 

1988 Feb  5 NBC sells East Midland Motor Services to MBO. 

1988 Feb 10 Premier Travel Services (Cambridge) sold to AJS. 

1988 Feb 12 BR NSE introduces Serviceman commuter car servicing facility, Winchester 
station. 



1988 Feb 12 Preliminary meeting leading to establishment of Lichfield & Hatherton Canals 
Restoration Trust. 

1988 Feb 19 NBC sells London Country Bus (South West) to Drawlane. 

1988 Mar - BR/BA new London Victoria Railair terminal (Victoria Place) officially opened. 

1988 Mar  2 NBC sells Ribble Motor Services to MBO. 

1988 Mar  5 NBC sells engineering companies to Frontsource Ltd. 

1988 Mar  9 BR NSE announces 7-year improvement plan for all its stations. 

1988 Mar 15 NBC sells Kentish Bus & Coach Co. to Proudmutual (holding company for 
Northumbria). 

1988 Mar 16 NBC sells North Western Road Car Co. to Drawlane. 

1988 Mar 17 NBC sells National Express to MBO (includes Rapide brand name and ‘double 
N’ symbol). 

1988 Mar 20 National Express launches Expressliner coach (Volvo B10M-60 Mk III/Plaxton 
Paramount 3500 C46FT with solid rear panel) intended as standard for Rapide 
services. 

1988 Mar 23 Murder of Deborah Linsley in closed compartment of 4 EPB EMU. 

1988 Mar 24 NBC sells National Travelworld travel agency to Badgerline. 

1988 Mar 25 NBC sells Crosville (English operations) to ATL. 

1988 Mar 28 BR ceases to offer conveyance of coffins. 

1988 Mar 29 NBC sells North Devon and Southern National to joint MBO. 

1988 Mar 30 Secretary of State for Transport (Paul Channon) directs BR to maintain the 
passenger system at a level comparable generally with that then existing. 

1988 Apr  1 BR Anglia Region created, taking over lines east of 
Whittlesea/Meldreth/Hertford East (John Edmonds, general manager 19 Oct 
1987–31 Jul 1989). 

1988 Apr  1 BR establishes holding company BREL (1988) Ltd to take control of Crewe, 
Derby and York workshops. Split into British Rail Engineering (1988) Ltd and 
British Rail Maintenance Ltd (BRML). 

1988 Apr  1 Stratford upon Avon Southern canal operation returned from NT to BWB. 

1988 Apr  1 BWB opens Waterways Museum, Gloucester Docks (officially Aug 5). 

1988 Apr  1 Victoria Coach Station, London, passes from NBC to London Regional 
Transport. 

1988 Apr  1 New cars built from this date to run on unleaded petrol. 

1988 Apr 14 BR sets world speed record for 750 V DC 3rd rail electric traction: new EMU 442 
2401/3 attains 109 mph (175 km/h) on Waterloo–Weymouth special. 

1988 Apr 14 British Airways absorbs British Caledonian; latter retained as name for British 
Airtours business. 

1988 Apr 22 Last NBC bus operating subsidiary privatised, London Country Bus (North 
East) Ltd sold to AJS Group. 

1988 Apr 22 Midland Red West purchased by Badgerline Holdings, first onsale of an ex-
NBC subsidiary. 

1988 Apr 25 Blackpool Transport’s final single-deck ‘Centenary’ tram 647* enters service, 
last new car for a traditional tramway. 

1988 May  8 Thames Line plc begins timetabled public Docklands RiverBus service in 
London using Incat catamarans; into liquidation Aug 20. 



1988 May 16 BR begins Thameslink Bedford–Brighton services via reopened Snow Hill 
Tunnel using new dual-voltage class 319 EMUs built by BREL York (official 
opening Apr 25). Class 317/1 EMUs displaced from Bedford line are cascaded 
to improve Euston–Northampton services, and 310s from Northampton line to 
Great Eastern. 

1988 May 16 BR NSE reinstates King’s Cross–Cambridge through services with EMUs on 
completion of Royston–Shepreth Branch Junction electrification. 

1988 May 16 BR SR extends electrification to Weymouth, over ex-GWR line from Dorchester 
Junction, and first NSE class 442 ‘Wessex Electric’ EMUs (built by BREL Derby 
using recycled English Electric 546 traction motors) introduced into revenue 
service on route. (Officially energised Jan 11.) 

1988 May 16 BR opens ‘Windsor Link’, Salford, connecting lines across Manchester. Full 
commissioning of Manchester modernisation programme 15 May 1989. 

1988 May 16 LUL Bakerloo line trains extended Queens Park–Harrow & Wealdstone. 

1988 May 16?Euston becomes terminal for all BR Scottish sleeper services. 

1988 May 19 LUL withdraws last 1938 stock from its service, some having temporarily been 
reinstated on Northern Line. 

1988 May 25 DAF produces last Scammell truck chassis from Tolpits Lane works, Watford. 

1988 Smr early Stagecoach begins to standardise its white striped livery across fleets (David 
Souter, designer). 

1988 Jun  8 Southampton Citybus acquires 75% stake in Portsmouth; sold 20 Oct 1989 to 
Stagecoach and merged 1 Jan 1990 into Southdown. 

1988 Jun 10 BR Chiltern Line total route modernisation announced with new signalling and 
trains. 

1988 Jun 18 BR NSE introduces Harlequin Line route identity for Euston–Watford Junction 
services (via Hatch End, Harlesden and Queens Park). 

1988 Jun 19 Royal Canal (Ireland) officially reopens, 13th lock, Leixlip–Maynooth. 

1988 Jul - BR runs last newspaper train (for the Financial Times). 

1988 Jul 11 BR inaugurates Watford Junction–St Albans Abbey electrification (class 313 
EMUs). 

1988 Jul 29 Last Edmondson tickets issued at a SR station, South Merton. 

1988 Jul 29 British Waterways Act authorises BWB to permit navigation on waterways 
closed by LM&SR (Canals) Act 1944. 

1988 Aug - Rover Group taken over by British Aerospace. 

1988 Aut - BR/Royal Mail 5-year contract for carriage of mail (extended 1992–1996). 

1988 Sep  1 Harrogate & District Travel Ltd (AJS) separated from West Yorkshire Road Car 
Co. 

1988 Sep  5 Taff-Ely Transport sold to National Welsh. 

1988 Sep 15 BREL York hands over first class 321 EMU, 321 301 to NSE for Great Eastern 
services (into traffic, Ilford Nov 29; passenger service late Dec). 

1988 Sep 30 CalMac MV Columba makes its last ferry sailing, the company’s last hoist-
loading vehicle ferry. 

1988 Oct - Deutsche Reichsbahn withdraws its last standard-gauge steam locomotives. 

1988 Oct - BR Railfreight Distribution inaugurated. 

1988 Oct - Dennis Dart midibus introduced. Majority from Jan 1991 given Plaxton Pointer 
bodies; 1k+ built. (Capoco Design, consultants for Dart and Pointer; Pointer by 
Plaxton subsidiary Reeve Burgess until Jul 1991.) 



1988 Oct  1 Trinity House district pilotage services transfer to local port and harbour 
authorities, under terms of Pilotage Act 1987. 

1988 Oct  2 BR sets British speed record for electric traction: new 91 002 attains 232 km/h 
(145 mph) on East Coast Main Line. 

1988 Oct  3 BR Train Crew Agreement. Guards become Trainmen ‘D’ and may sit in 
locomotive front cabs. 

1988 Oct  3 BR introduce last new Travelling Post Office service, ‘Yorkshire TPO’ St 
Pancras–Newcastle. 

1988 Oct 21 Yorkshire Rider sold by West Yorkshire PTE to management-employee buy-out 
(MEBO), first sale of a PTE bus operation. 

1988 Nov  4 BR runs its last regular steam and narrow gauge train on Vale of Rheidol 
Railway (last timetabled weekend Santa Specials operate Dec 18; last 
permanent way train operated May). 

1988 Nov 10 DoT publishes Investigation into the King’s Cross Underground fire (report by 
Desmond Fennell QC under terms of Section 7 of Regulation of Railways Act 
1871). 

1988 Nov 15 Road Traffic Act. Consolidation. 

1988 Dec - Travellers-Fare sold to MBO. 

1988 Dec 12 BR Clapham accident, NSE: double collision following signalling installation 
error (35 killed). A judicial enquiry into the circumstances under Section 7 of 
Regulation of Railways Act 1871 is held by Anthony Hidden QC (report 7 Nov 
1989). 

1988 Dec 14 BR InterCity Wolverhampton–Euston services converted to driving trailer 
operation. 

1988 Dec 14 AT&T, BT and France Télécom complete first optical transatlantic submarine 
telephone cable “TAT-8”, laid Widemouth Bay–Tuckerton (NJ). 

1988 Dec 21 Lockerbie air disaster: Pan Am Boeing 747 jumbo jet N739PA Clipper Maid of the 
Seas on flight 103, Heathrow–New York, blown apart by terrorist bomb over 
Lockerbie (270 killed). 

1988 late Secretary of State for Wales refuses applications for EC funding for public 
bodies to fund full restoration of Montgomery Canal. 

 1989 

1989 -- - Brinnington Railway Bridge, Bredbury (over M60 Orbital), longest Warren truss 
girder (120 m (394 ft)). 

1989 -- - IÉ completes last new coaches to be built at Inchicore Works, Mk 3 (under 
licence). 

1989 -- - GEC ALSTHOM formed by merger of power and transport interests of GEC 
(UK) and Compagnie Générale d’Electricité. 

1989 -- - Ulsterbus introduces Belfast–Dublin express coach service. 

1989 -- - Duple coachbuilders close; most designs to Plaxton. 

1989 -- - Stagecoach Cumberland introduces 3-axle Leyland Olympian double-deck 
buses. 

1989 -- - Mecca purchases Pleasurama; National Holidays operation rebranding as 
Shearings National. 

1989 -- - Dennis Specialist Vehicles MBO from Hestair. 

1989 -- - City Link Transport Holdings sold to Securiguard Group. 

1989 -- - Red Funnel Group sold to ABP (resold c. Jan 2001). 



1989 -- - Elder Dempster Lines shipowning operations sold to Delmas-Vieljeux. 

1989 Jan - London Taxis International introduce FX4 Fairway model with wheelchair 
accessibility and Nissan engine. 

1989 Jan  1 London Country North East (AJS) split into Sovereign Bus & Coach Co. 
(Hatfield) and County Bus & Coach Co. (Harlow). 

1989 Jan  1 BWB introduces trading name British Waterways. Restructures its operations 
into devolved waterways during year. 

1989 Jan  8 LT/BR Capitalcard relaunched as Travelcard. 

1989 Jan  8 Kegworth air disaster: British Midland Boeing 737 G-OBME on flight 092, 
Heathrow–Belfast, crashes on M1 motorway embankment while attempting 
emergency landing at East Midlands Airport with failed engine due to pilot error 
(47 killed). 

1989 Jan 18 Grampian Regional Transport Ltd sold by Grampian Regional Council to ESOP 
(GRT Holdings plc) lead by Moir Lockhead, first post-deregulation sale of a 
non-PTE municipal bus operator. 

1989 Jan 31 British Transport Police cease policing Sealink. 

1989 Jan 26 Central London Rail Study published: proposes East–West and North–South 
Crossrail; enhanced Thameslink Metro services; and Chelsea–Hackney Tube. 
DoT approval for East–West Crossrail announced 9 Oct 1990. 

1989 Feb  1 All purpose-built taxicabs to be wheelchair accessible. 

1989 Feb  7 BR Ness Viaduct, Inverness, washed away by floods (replacement opens 9 
May 1991). 

1989 Feb 17 BR introduces new locomotive liveries for its InterCity, Mainline, Railfreight and 
Departmental business sectors. 

1989 Mar  4 BR Purley accident, SR: collision after signal passed at danger (5 killed). 

1989 Mar  6 BR Bellgrave Junction accident, ScR: head-on collision on single lead junction 
following ‘ding-ding and away’ signal passed at danger (2 killed). 

1989 Mar  9 Minister for Public Transport (Michael Portillo) announces stay of execution for 
Settle & Carlisle railway line. 

1989 Mar 24 BR’s first Integrated Electronic Control Centre goes live at Liverpool Street, with 
software contracted from CAP Group. 

1989 Mar  24 BR InterCity opens new passenger complex at Reading, with combined rail 
tickets & information services and retail mall (official opening Apr 4). 

1989 Mar 31 BR sells Vale of Rheidol Railway Ltd to Brecon Mountain Railway Co. New 
operating season begins May. 

1989 Mar 31 Stagecoach purchases UTI’s 51% share in United Transport Malawi, its first 
overseas acquisition (share sold on to Admarc Investment Aug 1997). 

1989 Apr - London Buses Ltd twelve subsidiaries begin operation. 

1989 Apr  1 Norfolk Broads become a National Park, under terms of Broads Act 15 Mar 
1988. 

1989 Apr  7 Stagecoach purchases East Midland Motor Services Ltd from MBO team; 
outlying operations disposed of. 

1989 Apr 11 Ministerial consent for BR Settle & Carlisle line closure is refused. 

1989 Apr 18 British Rail Engineering (1988) Ltd sold to Asea Brown Boveri (40%)/Trafalgar 
House (40%)/management & employees (20%). 

1989 Apr 21 Stagecoach purchases Ribble Motor Services Ltd from MBO team. 

1989 May - BR InterCity introduces Senior Conductor grade. 



1989 May - ScotRail introduces class 156 Super Sprinter DMUs on the (at this time isolated) 
Far North and Kyle lines. 

1989 May - BR Gold Star Holidays (GoldenRail) sold to Superbreak Mini-Holidays. 

1989 May - NFC Distribution Division rebranded as Exel Logistics; Alpine and Tempco 
Union subsidiaries merged as Temperature Controlled Services. 

1989 May - Kingston upon Hull Corporation Transport Ltd acquires some coaching assets 
of Voyage National SA (Lille) from receiver (sold in MBO early 1993). 

1989 May  5 Busways Travel Services sold by Tyne & Wear PTE to MEBO. 

1989 May 14 BR York IECC takes over signalling in its area, 07.08 (Westinghouse SSI). 

1989 May 15 BR inaugurates King’s Cross–Leeds electrification. 

1989 May 15 ‘Project 89’: BR Network SouthEast introduces 19 regional route identities. 

1989 May 20 Government White Paper Roads for Prosperity proposes programme of 500 
planned schemes. 

1989 May 22 Government Green Paper New Roads by New Means – bringing in private 
finance. 

1989 May 26 Assets of BBT Ltd (Barrow-in-Furness Borough Transport; in receivership 21 
Dec 1988) sold to Stagecoach and merged with Cumberland. 

1989 Jun - Welsh Office opens new Penmaenbach Tunnel to road traffic as part of A55(T) 
North Wales Coast Road improvements (Travers Morgan & Partners, 
engineers). 

1989 Jun - Stena acquires Dutch government 70% holding in De Stoomvaart Maatschappij 
Zeeland. 

1989 Jun 10 Trinity House’s last manned lightship is towed off station, Channel*. 

1989 Jun 29 Last Edmondson tickets issued at a BR station, Emerson Park. 

1989 Jul - Marine Accident Investigation Branch set up. 

1989 Jul  1 LT completes installation of UTS ticket gates, Covent Garden. 

1989 Jul  1–9 First LT ‘Steam on the Met’ event, for Chesham branch centenary. 

1989 Jul  2 Barton Transport (bus operator) purchased by Wellglade, owners of Trent. 

1989 Jul  3 National Dock Labour Scheme abolished, under terms of Dock Work Act. 

1989 Jul 21 Transport (Scotland) Act authorises privatisation of Scottish Transport Group. 

1989 Jul 31 National Express acquires Stagecoach’s Scottish express coach services. Also 
acquires ATL Holdings during month. 

1989 Aug  8 Preserved ex-LNER Pacific 4472 Flying Scotsman* makes non-stop run of 422 
miles (675 km), Parkes–Broken Hill, New South Wales during Australian tour. 

1989 Aug 12 Most of West Yorkshire Road Car Co. sold by AJS to Rider Holdings as 
Yorkshire Rider; remainder retained as Keighley & District Travel. 

1989 Aug 16 Stagecoach purchases Southdown Motor Services. 

1989 Aug 20 Marchioness disaster, London, 01.46: pleasure boat run down and sunk on 
Thames by dredger Bowbelle, attributed to poor lookouts being kept (51 killed). 

1989 Sep - Seamus Brennan, Minister of Transport, Irish Republic, requires Aer Lingus to 
surrender its Stansted operations to Ryanair. 

1989 Sep  1 National Rivers Authority takes over management of rivers from regional water 
authorities, under terms of Water Act 1989. 

1989 Sep 12 ex-NCB 17 (Barclay 2296/50)* is donated for preservation from storage at 
Bedlay Colliery, last steam locomotive in British Coal ownership. 



1989 Sep 17 BR sets British speed record for electric locomotives: 91 010 achieves 260.2 
km/h (161.7 mph) down Stoke Bank. 

1989 Sep 18 Fire Precautions (Sub-surface railway stations) Regulations 1989 begin to 
come into effect, under terms of Fire Precautions Act 1971, section 12, and 
incorporating recommendations of Fennell investigation into King’s Cross fire. 

1989 Oct  2 BR inaugurates full electric King’s Cross–Leeds service, using IC225 (class 
91+Mk 4) formation (officially Sep 20). 

1989 Oct 19 River Ouse, York–Goole, transfers to BW control, under terms of British 
Waterways Board (Transfer of Undertakings) (River Ouse Navigation) Order 
1989, made by the Secretary of State for the Environment under Section 10 of 
British Waterways Act (c.11) 1983. 

1989 Dec - LRT is set quality of service objectives by Government, to be achieved by Apr 
1992. 

1989 Dec  8 Formia Group, owners of Hastings & District Transport, sold to Stagecoach 
(Southdown). 

 1990 

1990 -- - LRT readopts London Transport identity. 

1990 -- - BRSA becomes National Association of Railway Clubs. 

1990 -- - Charterail set up as intermodal freight operator (BR 22% interest; GKN 15%) 
using Tiphook piggyback wagons. 

1990 -- - Aer Rianta Teo. acquires Great Southern Hotel Group hotels. 

1990 -- - European Conference of Ministers of Transport signs declaration on Transport 
Policy and the Environment committing governments to restrict road traffic on 
environmental grounds. 

1990 -- - Telehouse (North) in London Docklands becomes operational as Europe’s first 
purpose-built carrier-neutral colocation centre; it becomes the UK’s main 
Internet hub. 

1990 Jan  1 John Welsby takes office as BR Chief Executive. 

1990 Jan  2 Last of 213 locomotives removed from Woodham Brothers’ Barry scrapyard for 
preservation, 5553*. 

1990 Jan 26 BR runs last (rush-hour) trains to Holborn Viaduct station. 

1990 Feb - BR awards contracts for experimental ATP signalling installations. 

1990 Feb - Disposal Programme for sale of Scottish Bus Group subsidiaries published. 

1990 Feb - Roads for the Future. 

1990 Feb  4 Last Edmondson tickets issued for BR travel, Pembrey Travel. 

1990 Feb 16 United Welsh Services (bus operators South Wales Transport and Brewer) sold 
to Badgerline. 

1990 Feb 27 BR Frequent Traveller passenger loyalty scheme. Continues to 1991. 

1990 Feb end Post Office brands mail delivery business as Royal Mail and parcels as 
Parcelforce. 

1990 Mar - Ian Allan publish their last “abc” British Rail Locomotives (last “Combined” 
edition Jan 1989). 

1990 Mar  5 Sealink British Ferries introduces superferry MS Felicity (1980) on Fishguard & 
Rosslare crossing. 

1990 Mar  8 Sealink British Ferries introduces MS Fantasia (launched 1979) on Dover–
Calais crossing. 



1990 Mar 15 Sea Containers Group confirm sale of Sealink British Ferries to Stena (except 
Isle of Wight ferries, rebranded Wightlink 1991) and container business to 
Tiphook (agreed Feb 1). 

1990 Mar 31 Privatisation of electricity generating industry 

1990 Apr  1 Robert P. (Bob) Reid succeeds Sir Bob (Robert B.) Reid as Chairman of BR 
(appointed 6 Dec 1989; part-time non-executive until Oct 1; knighted Jun 15). 

1990 Apr  1 Driving Standards Agency established as an executive agency of the 
Department for Transport to supervise driver testing (Nottingham). 

1990 Apr  2 Caledonian MacBrayne passes to direct control by Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 

1990 Apr 12 Badgerline purchases Eastern National from Gurna Holdings. 

1990 Apr 15 BR completes Waterloo area resignalling (WARS, authorised 19 Dec 1984). 
Wimbledon control centre is last major installation to use relay technology. 

1990 Apr 23 BR Marylebone IECC begins operation. 

1990 Apr 25 New canal tunnels at Dudley officially open, linking Singing Cavern with Castle 
Mill Basin for trip boats. 

1990 Apr 29 Tapton Lock, Chesterfield, reopens, first restoration on isolated Chesterfield 
Canal remainder section. 

1990 May - BR closes last hump yard, Scunthorpe West (opened Apr 1973). 

1990 May  1 BR Parcels sector red & black livery introduced. 

1990 May 12 Last scheduled diesel-hauled main line train departure from Liverpool Street 
station, for King’s Lynn. 

1990 May 14? BR ceases to charge for accompanied dogs. 

1990 May 14 BR InterCity introduces designated commuter services, Derby and 
Peterborough to London. 

1990 May 14  BW reopens 14-mile (22.5 km) length of Forth & Clyde Canal. 

1990 May 18 DoT authorises Channel Tunnel rail infrastructure works: Waterloo International 
station, North Pole Eurostar depot; Tonbridge–Redhill electrification; class 92 
locomotives. New construction at Waterloo International officially inaugurated 
Dec 11. 

1990 May 20 AJS sells most of Premier Travel Services to Cambus (remainder retained at 
Cambridge Coach Services) and ⅔ of Stevenage operations of Sovereign Bus 
& Coach to Luton & District. 

1990 May 24 Town & Country Planning Act section 106 allows local authorities to attach 
conditions to planning consent which could include provision for improved 
access to public transport. 

1990 May 29 BR opens St Paul’s Thameslink station (renamed City Thameslink 1991) on 
approximate site of former Holborn Viaduct low level platforms, together with 
new 1:29 connection up to Blackfriars. 

1990 Jun - BR makes first proposals for West Coast Main Line upgrade. 

1990 Jun  8 Welsh Office officially opens Dee Viaduct to road traffic as part of A483 
Newbridge By-pass, Clwyd (reinforced concrete balanced cantilever box girder, 
57.3 m (200 ft) above river level; Travers Morgan Consulting Group, 
engineers). 

1990 Jun 14 Government rejects proposals for publicly-funded Channel Tunnel high speed 
rail link and seeks proposals which BR can finance itself. 



1990 Jul  3 BT’s long-distance telephone network becomes wholly digital on closure of 
Thurso electro-mechanical exchange, completing trunk lines modernisation 
begun in 1985. 

1990 Jul 29 Rider Holdings acquire York City & District Travel and Target Travel Services 
from AJS (having acquired Reynard Buses Jul 27). 

1990 Jul 30 BR reopens Paisley Canal line to regular passenger traffic. 

1990 Jul 30 BR introduces Track 29 overnight heavy parcels delivery service. 

1990 Jul 30 LUL gives Hammersmith & City line its own identity. 

1990 Aug - Scottish Bus Group’s first constituent sold: Lowland Scottish MEBO, renamed 
Reiver. 

1990 Aug  8 BW officially reopens Kennet & Avon Canal throughout. 

1990 Aug 14 High-speed SeaCat wave-piercing catamaran Hoverspeed Great Britain (with 
Ruston engines and auxiliary water-jet propulsion) begins experimental service 
Portsmouth–Cherbourg (ceases 6 Jan 1991), having made a record eastbound 
Atlantic crossing. 

1990 Sep - Government White Paper on the environment This Common Inheritance states 
impossibility of catering for unrestricted road traffic growth in congested areas. 

1990 Sep - SBG sells Eastern Scottish (SMT) to MEBO. 

1990 Sep  5 BT opens Worldwide Network Management Centre, Oswestry. 

1990 Sep 10 NUR amalgamates with National Union of Seamen to form National Union of 
Rail, Maritime & Transport Workers (RMT). 

1990 Sep 18 BREL Crewe Works (under contract to GEC) completes last InterCity 225 
electric locomotive for East Coast Main Line passenger trains, 91 132. 

1990 Sep 28 GRT takes over Midland Scottish, its first SBG acquisition. 

1990 Oct - BR 81 002* withdrawn and becomes first AC electric locomotive sold to a 
private individual for preservation (Peter Holt). 

1990 Oct - Luton & District purchases London Country North West. 

1990 Oct - Stagecoach purchases Gray Coach Lines from Toronto Transit Commission 
(sold on Dec 1992). 

1990 Oct  1 BR InterCity Anglia services converted to driving trailer operation. 

1990 Oct 15 75% interest in County Bus & Coach sold by AJS to new Lynton Travel Group. 

1990 Oct 29 NSE pilots penalty fares scheme on LT&S line. 

1990 Nov - Bombardier (Montréal) acquires Procor Engineering Ltd, Wakefield rolling stock 
builder, renamed Bombardier Prorail. 

1990 Nov 14 BREL Crewe Works completes electric locomotive 90 050, last in class. 

1990 Nov 20 Channel Tunnel service tunnel breakthrough. 

1990 Dec - Newly-formed Color Line takes over Fred. Olsen Line ferry services. 

1990 Dec  3 BR Provincial services branded as Regional Railways. 

1990 Dec 31 National Transcommunication Ltd acquires Independent Television 
transmitters, under terms of Broadcasting Act. 

 1991 

1991 -- - Embankment Place air rights commercial development over BR Cannon Street 
station, London completed in post-modern style (Terry Farrell & Partners, 
architects; Ove Arup & Partners, engineers). 

1991 -- - Plaxton Verde single-deck bus body introduced, first to DiPTAC specification. 



1991 -- - Seddon Atkinson transferred from ENASA to Iveco. 

1991 -- - Sand dredger Ral laid up at Remmestrand, Denmark (former Traly built at 
Millwall 1912 as probably the first trading ketch new as an auxiliary motor 
vessel for a British Isles owner). 

1991 c. BR introduces train starting baton in place of green flag. 

1991 c. Last steam locomotive in commercial industrial service in England, fireless at 
Glaxochem, Ulverston. 

1991 Jan  8 BR Cannon Street accident, NSE: EMU collides with buffers (2 killed). 

1991 Jan 12 BR NSE operates last ex-Tube ‘Standard’ stock on Isle of Wight, cars 28/31 
(1925) being the oldest BR vehicles in passenger service. Units have been 
replaced by ex-LT 1938 stock (class 483) from 13 Jul 1989. 

1991 Jan 15 M40 motorway completed throughout Oxford–Birmingham via Cherwell valley. 

1991 Jan 19 Stagecoach divests its Southdown Portsmouth bus operations to Transit 
Holdings. 

1991 Feb - SBG sells Kelvin Central to MEBO. 

1991 Feb 11 BR Director of Operations Terry Worrall states in response to criticism “we are 
having particular problems with the type of snow”, translated into an Evening 
Standard headline “British Rail blames the wrong type of snow”. 

1991 Feb 14 LT prohibits smoking on buses. 

1991 Feb 15 BR NSE takes delivery of initial class 165 Networker Turbo from BREL York 
Works, first production DMUs with (welded) aluminium construction, with 
experimental ATP installed. First enter public service on Chiltern Lines Sep 9; 
full service 20 Jan 1992; 165/1 introduction on Thames services 13 Apr 1992. 
(Jim Vine, NSE project director.) 

1991 Feb 18 Bomb explosions at London Paddington and Victoria stations; followed on Feb 
19 by evacuations and a train fire on the Underground. 

1991 Mar  3 Tilbury–Gravesend passenger service passes from Sealink to White Horse 
Ferries, who introduce their own-build catamaran MV Great Expectations onto 
the crossing on 30 Jun 1992. 

1991 Mar 11 Government publishes A Bus Strategy for London, proposing privatisation. 

1991 Mar 13 51-car accident on M4 Motorway (10 killed). 

1991 Mar 18 BR InterCity inaugurates Carstairs–Edinburgh electrification. 

1991 Mar 19 BR opens Stansted Airport link (5.6 km/3.5 miles) to coincide with opening of 
new terminal building (steel space frame; Norman Foster, architect, and Ove 
Arup & Partners, engineers). 

1991 Mar 23 c. Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway (14¼ in. gauge) opens for the new season 
following takeover by private operators from Cleethorpes Council. 

1991 Mar 27 SBG sells Northern Scottish (Bluebird Northern) to Stagecoach. 

1991 Apr - NBC formally dissolved. 

1991 Apr  1 BR Network SouthEast fully absorbs Southern and Anglia Regions and takes 
over costs and assets for which it is prime user. 

1991 Apr  6 BR NSE North and Thameslink Divisions set up. 

1991 Apr 12 BR Tyneside IECC (Newcastle) begins operation (GEC-ALSTHOM SSI). 

1991 Apr 29 BR begins Organisation for Quality (announced 29 Jun 1990): new profit 
centres start to take over assets and operations from former Regions. NSE 
South Central, South East and South West Divisions set up. 

1991 May - Cleveland Transit sold to MEBO. 



1991 May - Ulsterbus opens Europa Buscentre, Belfast. 

1991 May 10 Basingstoke Canal officially reopens for 32 miles (54 km) at eastern end, 
having been acquired by riparian county councils. 

1991 May 20? Control of Manchester Ship Canal Co. passes to Peel Holdings. 

1991 May 22 Channel Tunnel north running tunnel breakthrough. 

1991 May 26 Foster Yeoman 59 005 hauls 11 982 t stone train on test on BR WR. 

1991 May 27 BR NSE Great Eastern, LT&S and West Anglia Great Northern Divisions set 
up. 

1991 Jun - SBG sells Strathtay Scottish to Yorkshire Traction. 

1991 Jun - P&O sells Felixstowe Dock & Railway to Hutchison Port Holdings (ultimately 
controlled by Li Ka-shing of Cheung Kong Holdings, Hong Kong). 

1991 Jun  1 Official opening of elevated public passenger monorail at Merry Hill Centre, 
Brierley Hill (Von Roll Transport Systems (UK) Ltd, engineers; closes c. Spr 
1995). 

1991 Jun  1 DB introduces ICE 1 high speed trains, Hamburg–München. 

1991 Jun 24 BR NSE Thames & Chiltern Division set up. 

1991 Jun 28 Channel Tunnel south running tunnel breakthrough. 

1991 Jul - Staff of LBL bus operating subsidiary London Forest go on 2-week official strike 
in protest at severe projected pay cuts following a low tender for Walthamstow 
area services; operation of routes is transferred to non-LBL operators. 

1991 Jul  1 Wearing of seatbelts in rear of cars becomes compulsory. 

1991 Jul  5–6 BR runs last Speedlink services. All public delivery sidings close wef Jul 8. 

1991 Jul  8 BR inaugurates full East Coast Main Line electric service King’s Cross–
Edinburgh Waverley. (First trains to Newcastle Jun 10 (91 009), to Waverley 
Jun 12 (91 009); royal inauguration Jun 28.) InterCity resumes Edinburgh–
Glasgow service. 

1991 Jul 21 BR NSE opens Smallbrook Junction station for public service providing 
interchange with Isle of Wight Steam Railway. 

1991 Jul 25 Road Traffic Act: provides legislative framwork for new tram and trolleybus 
systems. 

1991 Jul 25 Ports Act provides for transfer of statutory port undertakings to successor 
companies (specifically, for the PLA to divest itself of the port of Tilbury) and for 
local lighthouses to transfer to care of harbour authorities. 

1991 Jul 27 SBG sells Fife Scottish to Stagecoach. 

1991 Jul 29 European Council Directive 440 on Development of the Community’s Railways 
provides for separation of infrastructure and train service provision (mandatory 
for finances); ‘Second railway package’ provides for opening up of freight 
market to competition. 

1991 Jul 29 DLR extends via bored tunnel to Bank (Mott MacDonald, engineers). 

1991 Aug - SBG sells Highland Scottish to Clansman Travel (Rapsons Coaches/Scottish 
Citylink). 

1991 Aug - Bristol Port (Avonmouth and Portbury) leased by local authority to First 
Corporate Shipping Ltd. 

1991 Aug  2 75% interest in AJS Group sold to new Blazefield Holdings Ltd. 

1991 Aug  6 CERN publicises World Wide Web as a publicly available Internet application. 

1991 Aug 14 BR first uses class 153 single car unit in revenue service following conversion 
from class 153 Sprinter by Hunslet Barclay (first handed over Jul 18). 



1991 Aug 27 Scottish Office A9 Dornoch Firth Bridge officially opened (21-span reinforced 
concrete; Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners and Ove Arup & Partners, designers, 
with Crouch Hogg Waterman, engineers; Christiani & Nielsen, contractors). 
Scotrail have been discouraged by the Scottish Office from making a formal 
case for a rail link over the crossing 

1991 Sep - BR/Boots free rail ticket voucher promotion. Continues to Mar 1992 and revived 
Sep 1992–Mar 1993. 

1991 Sep - Interlink Express (established as franchised network by Richard Gabriel 1978) 
acquired by Mayne Nickless (Australia). 

1991 Oct - West Midlands Travel (incoporated Oct 8) sold to MEBO. 

1991 Oct - Last Scottish Bus Group constituent sold, Western Scottish to MBO. 

1991 Oct - LBL closes down its London Forest bus operating subsidiary. 

1991 Oct - Iveco Ford New Cargo (EuroCargo) truck range launched. 

1991 Oct c. Wagons-Lits wholly absorbed by Accor SA. 

1991 Oct 11 BR launches Rail express systems (Res) parcels operation. 

1991 Oct 25 Welsh Office officially opens Conwy Crossing (immersed tube tunnel) to road 
traffic as part of A55(T) North Wales Coast Road improvements (Travers 
Morgan & Partners and Christiani & Nielsen A/S, engineers). 

1991 Oct 30 Queen Elizabeth II Bridge, Dartford, opens to (tolled) road traffic, longest cable-
stayed structure in Europe at this date (Hellmut Homberg, engineer). 

1991 Nov 10 Faversham accident: tourist coach crashes (10 killed). 

1991 Dec - (?1992 Feb) First road protest camp set up, to hinder work on M3 through 
Twyford Down, Winchester. 

1991 Dec  4 Pan Am ceases operations (in bankruptcy since Aug 11). 

1991 Dec  5 BR Liverpool Street station officially ‘reopens’ after rebuilding (Nick Derbyshire, 
BR Architectural Services Group). 

1991 Dec  7  BR Severn Tunnel accident: rear-end collision in tunnel. 

 1992 

1992 early BR Telecommunications Ltd (BRT) set up to manage BR internal networks and 
wayleaves. 

1992–3 Pete Waterman begins to create collection of diesel and electric heritage 
traction. 

1992 -- - Aberfeldy Golf Club bridge (63 m (207 ft) cable-stayed; Guy Maunsell & 
Partners, engineers) is world’s first long span of composite materials. 

1992 Jan - BR InterCity offers free seat reservations to 1st class passengers. 

1992 Jan - National Welsh Omnibus Services Ltd goes into administrative receivership. 
Most former Red & White services purchased by Western Travel Feb; last 
operations (from Barry) Jul. 

1992 Jan  1 Start of progressive introduction of Euro 1 European emission standards for 
motor vehicles, under terms of Council directive 91/441/EEC of 26 Jun 1991. 

1992 Jan 19 BR NSE takes delivery of initial class 465 Networker EMUs, 465/0 from BREL 
York Works. 

1992 Jan 27 BR NSE satellite-based passenger information system trialled on LT&S line. 

1992 Jan 31 B+I Line sold to Irish Continental Group by Irish government. Its first superferry, 
Isle of Inisfree (I), is introduced initially on Rosslare–Pembroke route during 
year. 



1992 Feb - Government deregulates provision of motorway service areas: minimum 
distance between reduced from 25 to 15 miles under special circumstances; 
applicants must prove need; otherwise regular planning procedures apply. 
Government will also sell some leaseholds of existing sites. 

1992 Feb - Norfolk Line (A.P. Møller - Mærsk Group, shipping company) moves UK 
terminal from Great Yarmouth to Felixstowe. In Apr, places large order for 
innovative lightweight lorry trailers with rear doors replaced by tilts. 

1992 Feb c.6 Tiger Rail (wagon leasing and wagonload freight service) goes into 
receivership. 

1992 Feb  7 Army makes official last run of a steam locomotive, Austerity 0-6-0ST 98 Royal 
Engineer* at Long Marston. 

1992 Feb 28 London Bridge station bombing, BR: IRA bomb detonated (29 injured). 

1992 Mar - ABB takes majority shareholding in BREL, which becomes ABB Transportation 
Ltd. 

1992 Mar 16 Transport & Works Act introduces new legislative procedure for infrastructure 
construction. 

1992 Mar 23 Forth Ports floated on stock market. 

1992 Mar 26 EEC Regulation 881 on access to the market in the carriage of goods by road 
provides for community authorisation (issued by member states) for 
international hauliers. 

1992 Apr - Road coaches to have 70 mph (112 km/h) speed limiters fitted by this date. 

1992 Apr c. AA Buses passes to sole control of Dodds of Troon by buyout of the other 
remaining co-operative partner, Young’s of Ayr. 

1992 Apr  1 DLR ownership transfers from LRT to London Docklands Development 
Corporation. 

1992 Apr  6 BR begins full OFQ operations with new profit centres fully operative, including 
Trainload Freight and Railfreight Distribution, and remaining Regions 
abolished. 

1992 Apr  6 Manchester Metrolink Light Rapid Transit system opens for public service over 
first stage to Bury, on former heavy rail formation (last day of BR operation 16 
Aug 1991). Vehicles built by Ansaldo Trasporti. 

1992 Apr 10 BR Royal Train first runs onto a standard-gauge heritage railway, diesel-hauled 
on Torbay & Dartmouth line carrying Duke of Edinburgh Slough–Kingswear 
(BR InterCity 47 834 Fire Fly*). 

1992 Apr 11 John MacGregor (Con.) appointed to replace Malcolm Rifkind as Secretary of 
State for Transport (until 20 Jul 1994); Steve Norris appointed first Minister for 
Transport in London May ?. 

1992 Apr 14 Bluebell Railway extends for regular tourist traffic through Sharpthorne Tunnel 
(731 yds/665 m), longest on a heritage line. 

1992 Apr 27 Manchester Metrolink second stage Manchester Victoria–G Mex opens, the first 
street running Light Rapid Transit route. 

1992 May - Rabbit launches a short-range (telepoint) cordless telephone network, in 
Manchester; it ceases 31 Dec 1993. 

1992 May c. Palletline plc established jointly by consortium of carriers to provide a British 
Isles road distribution network for palletised consignments. 

1992 May  6 Queen’s speech announces rail privatisation. 

1992 May  6 BR sets world speed record for underfloor engine DMU, Glasgow Queen Street–
Edinburgh, 107 mph (171 km/h) (Express Sprinters 158 708/710). 



1992 May 11 Stagecoach Rail leases and markets coaches on BR Aberdeen–Euston 
overnight service. Continues to Nov 1; joint marketing arrangement ceases 1 
Oct 1993. 

1992 May 18 Fire at Strathclyde Buses’ Larkfield depot destroys 60 vehicles. 

1992 Jun - Richard Branson opens discussions about possibility of Virgin Group operating 
InterCity services. 

1992 Jun - Ex-BR class 20 diesel locomotives shipped to Cie de Chemins de Fer 
Départementaux (CFD) in France 

1992 Jun - Carryfast Ltd sold to United Parcel Service of US as the basis of a UK branch. 

1992 Jun - Thomas Cook sold by HSBC to Westdeutsche Landesbank/Lufttransport-
Unternehmen GmbH. 

1992 Jun  1 Demon Internet becomes first Internet Service Provider. 

1992 Jun  3–14 Rio Earth Summit. 

1992 Jul - Vodafone launches first British GSM mobile phone network, at 900 MHz (first 
GSM call made I Jul 1991 in Finland). 

1992 Jul 14 Government White Papers on rail privatisation and London bus deregulation. 

1992 Jul 28 Union Railways established to build Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 

1992 Aug 27 Charterail goes into liquidation. 

1992 Sep 12/13 First preserved electric locomotive to haul passenger services on BR, E5001* 
on Network SouthEast (Waterloo–Bournemouth). 

1992 Sep 25 Rhine–Main–Danube waterway opens throughout. 

1992 Sep 28 BR restores passenger services to Maesteg. 

1992 later - BA withdraws from Irish flights following price-cutting by Ryanair. 

1992 Oct  8 Honda of the UK Manufacturing Ltd produces first complete (Accord) car off 
new Swindon factory production line. 

1992 Oct 19 LUL reopens Angel station with new (northbound) station tunnel and the British 
Isles’ highest vertical-rise escalators (upper bank, 27.4 m (90 ft) rise; 60 m (197 
ft) long; CNIM type). 

1992 Oct 23 Irish Traction Group takes delivery of C class 226* from CIÉ, first Irish mainline 
diesel locomotive sold for preservation. 

1992 Oct end? BR closes Glasgow Eastfield diesel depot, Springburn. 

1992 Nov - LBL trials ‘Countdown’ bus stop dot matrix displays giving waiting times. 

1992 Nov - University of Hertfordshire (Hatfield) begins Universitybus operations. 

1992 Nov 23 Dan-Air sold for nominal consideration to BA, becoming British Airways 
(European Operations at Gatwick) Ltd. 

1992 Nov 28/9 BR NSE closes Tilbury Riverside station (electrified). Occasional Fenchurch 
Street EMU boat train services operated up to this month. 

1992 Nov–Dec National Express Group plc floated as public company. 

1992 Dec - BR InterCity creates Overnight Services management unit by merger of 
Sleeper and Motorail. 

1992 Dec - Merseyside Transport sold by Merseyside PTE to MEBO. 

1992 Dec  3 First SMS text message sent, to Vodafone mobile. 

1992 Dec 10 British Bus plc acquires Drawlane Ltd bus holding company following MBO. 

1992 Dec14 First Channel Tunnel Shuttle Tri-Bo locomotive delivered from Brush Traction to 
Coquelles depot, Calais, most powerful class at 5.6 mW (7510 hp). 



1992 end - Nissan Motor Manufacturing UK produces first Micra (K11) car off Washington 
(Sunderland) factory production line. 2.3M will be built up to 16 Jul 2010. 

 1993 

1993 Peak year for sale of municipal bus operators, 12 being sold. 

1993–4 BR Network SouthEast makes first operating profit. 

1993 -- - BR InterCity sets up Customer Service Control centres in radiotelephone 
contact with onboard Senior Conductors. 

1993 -- - WRG excavates Aston Nature Reserve as part of Montgomery Canal 
restoration. 

1993 -- - Securiguard Group (owners of City Link) sold to Rentokil Initial. 

1993 -- - BMIHT opens Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, Warks. 

1993 Jan  1 Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 come into effect. 

1993 Jan  1 EU governments prohibited from interference in setting airline fares. 

1993 Jan  3 BR Passenger’s Charter becomes operative (announced 4 Mar 1992). NSE 
introduces delay compensation payments as season ticket discount; NSE fare 
rises also reflect route performances. 

1993 Jan 11 BA pay substantial damages to Virgin Atlantic and Richard Branson in 
settlement of a libel action in respect of BA’s “dirty tricks” campaign against 
Virgin. 

1993 Feb  2 Government announces first seven rail passenger franchises to be privatised. 

1993 Feb 19 Strathclyde Buses Ltd sold by Strathclyde Regional Council to SB Holdings Ltd 
in MEBO. 

1993 Mar - British Waterways offers its last hire fleet, at Nantwich, for sale. 

1993 Mar - Renault produce last trucks from Dunstable plant (last Commando 4 Oct 1989). 

1993 Mar  2 BR NSE prohibits smoking on Northampton Line trains. 

1993 Mar 12 Official first train through Channel Tunnel. 

1993 Mar 16 Budget announcement of London St Pancras as terminal of Channel Tunnel 
Rail Link (route announced Mar 22), Heathrow Express, and upgrading of 
existing route for Thameslink 2000. 

1993 Mar 24 Brush Traction Loughborough Works completes locomotive 60 015 for 
Trainload Construction, last diesel to enter BR service. 

1993 Apr - LUL introduces 1992 Stock (built by ABB Derby) into service on Central Line. 

1993 Apr - Stagecoach Holdings plc floated as public company. 

1993 Apr - Guinness withdraw their last beer tankers (both built by Hill, Bristol, and 
managed by Irish Marine Services), MV The Lady Patricia (1962; converted 
1973) and MV Miranda Guinness (into service 1977), from the Dublin–Mersey 
run. 

1993 Apr? c. A20 Roundhill Tunnel, Folkestone, opens (twin bore; Mott MacDonald, 
engineers). 

1993 Apr  5 Royal Logistic Corps formed by amalgamation of RCT, RAOC, Pioneers, 
Catering Corps and RE Postal & Courier Service. 

1993 May 17 BR commences InterCity shuttle services on West and East Midlands and 
Anglia routes; introduces NSE Chiltern Line through trains Birmingham Snow 
Hill–London Marylebone. 

1993 May 28 NSE Waterloo & City line last operates class 487 (1940) units, final 
prenationalisation (SR) stock in passenger service on BR. Line closed until Jul 



19 for conversion to take class 482 LUL-design 1992 stock with 4th rail traction 
supply. 

1993 Jun - OPW open Waterways Visitor Centre in Ringsend Basin, Dublin. 

1993 Jun  2 T&WPTE Shields ferry MV Pride of the Tyne launched at Swan Hunter 
Shipbuilders Ltd, the last new vessel ordered from a Tyne yard. 

1993 Jun 11 Leyland Trucks in MBO from Leyland DAF as Leyland Truck Manufacturing, 
building for DAF. 

1993 Jul - Volvo ceases bus production at former Leyland Workington plant (production at 
Leyland having ceased 1991). First production Volvo Olympian double-deckers 
delivered (for East Midlands). 

1993 Jul 10 Portion of Tralee & Dingle Railway officially reopens as tourist line, Tralee–
Blennerville, the first such Irish narrow gauge (3 ft/0.914 m) public operation . 
Restored steam locomotive 5* returned from US. 

1993 Jul 12 BR introduces full electric service on Birmingham Cross City line. 

1993 Jul 12 Merseytravel/MTL place first low-floor bus into service (Neoplan). 

1993 Jul 16 Stena Line introduces high-speed wave-piercing car-carrying catamarans on 
short sea crossings with Stena Sea Lynx (Incat, Hobart, builders) on Holyhead–
Dún Laoghaire service (craft transferred to Fishguard & Rosslare service 30 
Jun 1994). 

1993 Jul end Stagecoach acquires East Kent, its first British acquisition since going public. 

1993 Aug - East Lancashire Railway holds major Festival of Steam. 

1993 Aug - East Midlands International Airport plc purchased by National Express Group. 

1993 Sep  7 Mercury launches the world’s first 1800 MHz GSM mobile phone network. 

1993 Oct - Mendip Rail Ltd (established 14 Sep 1992) begins to manage rail assets of 
Foster Yeoman and ARC Southern (trains still operated by BR). 

1993 Oct - Neil Cossons, Director of the Science Museum, makes conference speech at 
National Railway Museum critical of the current state of historical scholarship in 
the railway heritage and enthusiast movement and announces establishment of 
Institute of Railway Studies (1995). 

1993 Oct  1 Ulster Folk & Transport Museum opens Rail Gallery at Cultra to public housing 
its Irish railway collection; exhibits being transferred from Witham Street, 
Belfast (closed Jan 2), from Feb 5. Road Gallery added 1996. 

1993 Oct 10 Gatwick Express becomes first shadow rail franchise. 

1993 Oct 13 Agreement for BR NSE to lease 41 class 365 Network Express EMUs, following 
competition amongst operating units. 

1993 Oct 21 Welsh Language Act provides for schemes for public bodies in Wales to treat 
Welsh on a basis of equality with English. 

1993 Oct 25 EEC Regulation 3118 provides for cabotage, i.e. international road hauliers 
may operate temporarily within their destination country. 

1993 Oct 28 BR InterCity launches first Gateway station on London periphery, Luton. 

1993 Nov - Government announces that London bus services are not to be deregulated, 
but LT bus operating subsidiaries are to be privatised. 

1993 Nov - Grimsby-Cleethorpes sold to Stagecoach, the first sale of a local authority bus 
company by competitive tender. 

1993 Nov - Mainline sold by South Yorkshire PTE to EBO. 

1993 Nov  5 Railways Act, provides framework for privatisation: regulation, licencing, 
access, passenger franchising; brings railways under Health & Safety at Work 



Act 1974; protects pension rights of BR employees. Roger Salmon appointed 
Director of Passenger Rail Franchising Nov 9. 

1993 Nov  8 BR opens national InterCity telesales office, Newcastle. 

1993 Nov 17 Hagley School minibus accident: collision on M40 (13 killed). 

1993 Nov 11 Brighton & Hove Bus & Coach Co. sold to Go-Ahead. 

1993 Nov 30 Government budget announcement permitting private sector finance to 
upgrade BR Euston–Crewe. 

1993 Dec - Work starts on LT Jubilee Line Extension. 

1993 Dec 10 Cleveland Transit acquires majority share of KHCT (Kingston-upon-Hull). 

1993 Dec 14 Ulster Waterways Group launched to promote restoration in Northern Ireland. 

1993 Dec 31 Manchester bus operator GM Buses split into North and South companies in 
preparation for sale (to MEBOs) Mar 1994. 

 1994 

1994 -- - BR establishes Railtest from Central Services Production unit and transfers 
charter train haulage from InterCity to Res. 

1994 -- - Rail Gourmet established as on-train caterer. 

1994 -- - Iarnród Éireann adopts new corporate identity, IÉ. 

1994 -- - Titchfield Canal sea-lock restored by local authorities. 

1994 -- - Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions revised, introducing 
“Guiildford rules” permitting non-motorway direction signs of one type to 
incorporate panels with background colours distinguishing other types of route, 
and phasing out blue-bordered local direction signs. 

1994 -- - Sutherland Transport & Trading Co. Ltd ceases operations. 

1994 -- - Isle of Man Department of Transport created by merger of transport functions of 
Department of Tourism, Leisure and Transport and Department of Highways, 
Ports and Properties. Merged into Department of Infrastructure 1 Apr 2010. 

1994 Jan - First low-floor (single-deck) buses enter London service: London United Dennis 
Lance SLF/Wright Pathfinder 320. 

1994 Jan - ?Motorway service areas privatised. 

1994 Jan  1 National Roads Authority established in Irish Republic, under terms of Roads 
Act 1993, to oversee national routes. 

1994 Jan 6 Glenlight Shipping Ltd ceases operation of Scottish coastal “puffers”. 

1994 Jan 13 InterCity Great Western HST first fitted with central door locking. 

1994 Jan 19 LBL sells Westlink (Stanwell Buses Ltd) to MBO, first London bus operator 
privatised. 

1994 Jan 31 Irish railway Travelling Post Office withdrawn. 

1994 Jan 31 BMW acquires Rover Group car manufacturers from British Aerospace. 

1994 Feb - National Power begins operating its own mineral trains, using GM-built class 59 
diesel locomotives. 

1994 Feb  9 InterCity/European Passenger Services introduce Tribute ticketing, St Pancras 
Travel Centre and Newcastle Telesales. 

1994 Feb 20 First protest camp set up on Solsbury Hill to resist construction of Batheaston 
by-pass. 

1994 Feb 28 Railways (Safety Case) Regulations. Require all railway organisations to submit 
a formal safety case to HMRI (or apply for exemption). 



1994 Mar  1 City of Oxford Motor Services sold to Go-Ahead. 

1994 Mar  4 BRB sells Meldon Quarry and associated rail infrastructure to English China 
Clays Ltd. 

1994 Mar 11 Badgerline purchases Butler Woodhouse, parent of PMT, Crosville, S. Turner 
and Stoniers, bus operators. 

1994 Mar 21 South Yorkshire Supertram opens first section, Sheffield–Meadowhall. 

1994 Mar 22 South Yorkshire bus operator Yorkshire Rider acquired by Badgerline. 

1994 Mar 24 Transport Police (Jurisdiction) Act defines BTP’s jurisdiction for first time. 

1994 Mar 30 Highways Agency established as an executive agency of the Department for 
Transport to operate and maintain motorways and trunk roads. 

1994 Apr - Bus & Coach Council renamed Confederation of Passenger Transport UK, to 
embrace LRT sector. 

1994 Apr  1 Railways Act 1993 comes into effect. BRB creates subsidiary train operating 
units (including three trainload freight companies, Load-Haul, Mainline Freight 
and Trans-Rail) and rolling stock companies and BR Infrastructure Services. 
Railtrack transfers to Government control. Putney Bridge–Wimbledon and 
Waterloo & City line transfer to London Underground (latter to Central Line wef 
Apr 50. Res takes over operation of Royal Train. 

1994 Apr  1 Railways (Safety Critical Work) Regulations. Define staff competencies. 

1994 Apr  1 Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail Regulations (into effect 1996?) 

1994 Apr  5 Railways & Other Transport Systems (Approval of Works, Plant & Equipment) 
Regulations (ROTS). HMRI approval required for introduction of new works or 
rolling stock. 

1994 Apr 15 Rider Holdings (Yorkshire bus operator) sold to Badgerline. 

1994 May - Minister for Transport in London announces that red livery will be retained on 
buses working LT tendered services. 

1994 May - Olau Line ceases to operate Sheerness–Vlissingen ferry. 

1994 May  6 Channel Tunnel officially opens. 

1994 May  9 Go-Ahead Northern Ltd renamed Go-Ahead Group and floated on stock 
market. 

1994 May 16 IÉ introduces Dublin South Western (Kildare) ‘Arrow’ commuter services from 
Heuston, with reopened or new stations, using class 2600, its first second-
generation DMUs, built for Mitsui by Tokyu Car Corporation (1993–4), first 
Japanese-built stock in British Isles. Also reinstates regular daily rail service to 
Ennis. 

1994 May 23 Shannon–Erne Waterway officially opens, incorporating Ballinamore & 
Ballyconnell Canal (disused since 1869). 

1994 May 27 Last passenger trains use Ditton, first Railtrack station closure. 

1994 Jun  1 First revenue freight train through Channel Tunnel (car traffic). 

1994 Jun  9 IÉ takes delivery of first 201 class diesel locomotive from General Motors EMD, 
London, Ontario, delivered by air. 

1994 Jul - Sea to Sea (C2C) Cycle Route, Whitehaven–Sunderland/Tynemouth, opens, 
making partial use of disused railways. 

1994 Jul c. British Regional Airline Ltd established to consolidate operations of British 
Midland. 

1994 Jul  7 British Bus acquires Proudmutual (holding company of Northumbria, Kentish 
Bus and Luton & District). 



1994 Jul  8 Ferrylink (Mersey Docks & Harbour Co.) reinstates Sheerness–Vlissingen ferry 
as freight-only service, using chartered Egyptian ships. Becomes 
freight/passenger service as Eurolink Ferries 10 Feb 1995 using chartered 
Greek stern-loading ships but closes 1 Dec 1996. 

1994 Jul 18 Stagecoach purchases Western Scottish. 

1994 Jul 25 Eurotunnel HGV shuttle service open to general users, Folkestone (Dollands 
Moor)–Calais (Coquelles) (includes weekends from Nov 12). 

1994 Jul 29 Tyne & Wear bus operator Busways Travel Services acquired by Stagecoach. 

1994 Jul 31 Threefellows Carrying (narrow canal carriers) ceases trading. 

1994 Aug  6 Death of Charles Hadfield, canal historian (Gloucestershire) (b. 1909). 

1994 Aug 10 BTS Coaches, Borehamwood (LRT contract operator, set up 1984) sold to 
Blazefield (renamed Sovereign London Ltd 3 May 1996). 

1994 Aug 15 LTA Advertising Ltd sold by LT to LDI Ltd (consortium of TDI Advertising Inc. 
(management) and Hambro Group Investments). 

1994 Sep  2 LBL sells Centrewest to MEBO, first major London bus operator privatised. 

1994 Sep  5 Prestwick International Airport opens own railway station. 

1994 Sep  6 LBL sells bus operators East London and Selkent to Stagecoach. 

1994 Sep 14 Ramsgate port passenger linkspan collapses (6 killed). 

1994 Sep 29 LBL sells Leaside Buses to Cowie Group. 

1994 Sep 30 LRT runs last Epping–Ongar and Aldwych branch shuttles. 

1994 Sep ? First female heritage railway general manager, Margaret Parker, Mid-Hants 
Railway. 

1994 Oct - Southwold Railway Co. wound up (last worked 11 Apr 1929). 

1994 Oct  1 First preserved diesel locomotive to work an excursion train on BR, Waterman 
Railways D172 Ixion*. (?May 20 227*) 

1994 Oct  7 LBL sells bus operator Metroline to MEBO. 

1994 Oct 10 SMT Omnibuses sold to GRT. 

1994 Oct 15 BR Cowden accident, NSE: head-on single-line collision after signal passed at 
danger (5 killed). First passenger deaths on BR since Jul 1991. 

1994 Oct 17 LBL sells bus operator London Central to Go-Ahead Group. 

1994 Oct 21 Heathrow tunnel collapse: rail tunnel under construction for Heathrow Express 
fails. 

1994 Oct 26 LBL sells bus operator London Northern to MTL. 

1994 Nov - ABB Transportation York works rolls out first class 365 Network Express EMU 
for BR NSE, under leasing deal with Abbey National and Royal Bank of 
Scotland. 

1994 Nov - North East Bus sold by Westcourt Group to West Midlands Travel. 

1994 Nov  1 Clydeside sold to British Bus. 

1994 Nov  2 LBL sells London General Transport Services to MEBO. 

1994 Nov  4 LBL sells London United Busways to MEBO. 

1994 Nov  7 Reiver (Scottish bus operator) sold to GRT. 

1994 Nov 11 Darlington Transport goes into receivership following high-profile competition 
from Busways (Stagecoach), including transfer of majority of drivers Nov 4. 

1994 Nov 13 LRT opens new Stratford bus station to public (Soji Abass, in-house architect). 



1994 Nov 14 Eurostar begins Discovery public service, Waterloo International–Paris 
Nord/Bruxelles Midi. Dover Marine station closes. (Nick Grimshaw, architect, 
Waterloo International.) (Full Eurostar service 28 May 1995.)  

1994 Nov 26 Strasbourg opens new tramway system using ABB Transportation (York)-built 
all-low-floor Eurotrams. 

1994 Nov 28 NIR opens Cross Harbour Rail Link, Belfast, including Dargan Bridge. York 
Road terminus closed. 

1994 Dec 22 Eurotunnel private car shuttle service open to general users, Folkestone 
(Dollands Moor)–Calais (Coquelles) (full ‘turn up and go’ service from 3 Apr 
1995). 

 1995 

1995 Steam excursions return to Shap incline during year, Pacific-hauled. 

1995 Chesterfield Canal Partnership (BW/local authorities/British Coal) formalised 
and work starts on restoration between Worksop and Norwood Tunnel. 

1995 Forth Ports acquires Port of Tilbury London Ltd from PLA and Port of Dundee 
Ltd. 

1995 -- - BTP first recruits Special Constables, experimentally, in North West Area. 

1995 -- - Stagecoach introduces first British-built articulated coaches on express 
services, ten Volvo B10MA/Plaxton Premiere 326. 

1995 -- - Southampton General Hospital begins paying staff for not using parking 
permits. 

1995 -- - Tesco.com becomes first online-based home grocery delivery service (offered 
via home internet connections c1998). 

1995 -- - Irish Ferries fleet name replaces B+I Line. 

1995 early - Last locomotives delivered by a Leeds builder, Hunslet 9346–51 to Balfour 
Beatty for Jubilee Line Extension contract (76 cm gauge diesel-hydraulics). 

1995 early - Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust founded to promote creation of new 
broad navigable waterway linking Great Ouse and Grand Union Canal (32 
km/20 miles; as planned in early 19th century) over 20-year period primarily for 
leisure uses (Brian Young, chairman, d. 2000). 

1995 Jan - Ipswich (Kesgrave) ‘Superoute 66’ demonstration guided busway (200 m) 
operated by Eastern Counties Omnibus. The first section of Leeds Superbus 
priority corridors with sections of guided busway, operated by Yorkshire Rider, 
opens later this year. 

1995 Jan 10 LBL sells London Central to Cowie Group, last London bus operator privatised. 

1995 Jan 17 Announcement that NIR, Ulsterbus and Citybus are to come under common 
management; Translink brand adopted end 1996. 

1995 Jan 22 First section of M3 Cross Harbour Motorway, Belfast, opens, including Lagan 
Bridge. Bridge officially opened Mar 9 by Queen Elizabeth II using NIR class 
450 DEMU on Cross Harbour Rail Link, first royal train in Ireland for 42 years. 

1995 Jan 29 A1 Service (Ayrshire Bus Owners co-operative) to Western Scottish 
(Stagecoach). 

1995 Feb 1 Traffic Commissioners given increased powers to regulate bus route 
competition in congested areas. 

1995 Mar 17 Go-Ahead purchases OK Travel of Bishop Auckland. 

1995 Mar 21 BR RfD launches Connectrail brand for its European wagonload network. 

1995 Mar 28 National Express purchases bus operator West Midlands Travel from WMPTE; 
renamed Travel West Midlands Sep 1996. 



1995 Mar 30 BT takes last open-wire junction-pole telephone route working on bare copper 
wires out of service, Torridon–Diabaig. 

1995 Mar 31 Flying Scotsman Railways (Waterman Railways/William McAlpine) takes over 
InterCity Special Trains Unit assets. 

1995 Apr - Res takes over ECS haulage for ROSCOs. 

1995 Apr - British Bus purchases Caldaire Holdings bus holding company. 

1995 Apr - National Express purchases Bournemouth International Airport from local 
authority. 

1995 Apr - TBI purchases Cardiff–Wales Airport from Glamorgan County Council. 

1995 Apr  1 Highlands & Islands Airports Ltd transfers from Civil Aviation Authority to 
Secretary of State for Scotland. 

1995 Apr  6 National Cycle Network proposed by Sustrans. 

1995 Apr 13 Maidstone & District sold to British Bus and merged with Kentish Bus into 
Invictaway. 

1995 Apr 22 English Partnerships open Tees Barrage, Stockton (Ove Arup and The Napper 
Partnership, engineers). 

1995 May 23 M4 (Avon) accident: hire coach rolls down embankment (10 killed). 

1995 May 26 Manchester Ship Canal Co. opens Pomona Lock connecting with Bridgewater 
Canal (12 ft 6 in./3.8 m rise) replacing Hulme Locks. 

1995 May 27 BR operates its last Motorail services. 

1995 May 28 Great Britain Bus Timetable first published, by Southern Vectis (continues to 
2000). 

1995 Jun - M3 motorway completed throughout, Sunbury–Southampton. 

1995 Jun - (?1994) Wightlink management buy-in, financed by Cinven. 

1995 Jun  3 BW reopens first 1½ miles (2 km) of Montgomery Canal (Llanymynech branch 
of Ellesmere Canal) at Frankton Locks. 

1995 Jun 5–7 BR Rail Maintenance companies (rolling stock depots) sold to private sector. 

1995 Jun 12 Association of Train Operating Companies establishes Rail Settlement Plan to 
provide clearing house facilities for passenger revenue. 

1995 Jun 16 FirstBus formed by merger of Badgerline Group plc and GRT Bus Group plc of 
Aberdeen. 

1995 Jun 19 European Directive 18 lays down criteria for rail operator licencing; 19, for 
allocation of infrastructure capacity. 

1995 Jun 26 Eurotunnel shuttle service open to road coaches. 

1995 Jun end Freightliner separated from RfD. 

1995 Jul - DLR fully converted to Alcatel SelTrac moving block train control. 

1995 Jul - Go-Ahead introduces interchangeable stored value tickets in Tyne & Wear. 

1995 Jul - Johnson Bros cease inter-site water transport of pottery ware on Trent & 
Mersey Canal (Caldon branch), begun 1987. 

1995 Jul  5 Raglan roundabout accident: hire coach overturns (10 killed). 

1995 Jul 27 New lock on Little Ouse opens at Brandon. 

1995 Aug - Discovery of substantial remains of the wooden Lambton waggonway near 
Sunderland (excavated Feb–Nov 1996). 

1995 Aug 12 Assets of BR rolling stock companies (ROSCOs) transfer to Government. 



1995 Aug 25? Scottish Railway Preservation Society opens Scottish Railway Exhibition at 
Bo’ness. 

1995 Sep - BT takes last Strowger public telephone exchange out of service, Isle of Canna. 
Its nine subscribers lose their two-digit numbers. 

1995 Sep  5 BR Red Star Parcels sold for nominal consideration to MBO as Rald Ltd. 

1995 Oct  1 Petrol sold in litres. 

1987 Oct  5 BR reopens line north from Birmingham Snow Hill to Smethwick. 

1995 Sep 27 BBC begins regular DAB broadcasts from Crystal Palace. 

1995 Sep 30 NIR reopens Belfast Great Victoria Street station. 

1995 Smr end BTA sold to Maiden Outdoor Advertising. 

1995 Oct  4 OBS Services (former InterCity On-Board Services) in MBO.  

1995 Oct  9 The Provincial Bus Co. Ltd (People’s Provincial) sold to FirstBus. 

1995 Oct 14 Steam train returns to Penzance (70000 Britannia*). 

1995 Oct 16 Skye Bridge opens (reinforced concrete cantilever; main span 250 m (273 yds, 
longest of type in Britain), having been constructed by Miller-Dywidag under 
private finance initiative, superseding Kyleakin ferry. Bridge tolls charged by 
concessionaire Skye Bridge Ltd lead to local protests. 

1995 Nov  8 Disability Discrimination Act. 

1995 Nov  9 ROSCOs sold. 

1995 Nov 12 Terminal for ferry sailings from Stranraer transfers from Larne to Belfast. 

1995 Dec  6 Indian Railways withdraws its last broad-gauge steam locomotives, Jalandhar–
Ferozepur. 

1995 Dec  6 Stagecoach purchases CHL Group (Cambus Holdings). 

1995 Dec  9 North & South Railways (Wisconsin Central consortium) purchases Res. 

1995 Dec 10 BRB train operating units become train operating companies (limited). 

1995 Dec 10 easyJet Airline Co. Ltd makes first flights, London Luton–Glasgow/Edinburgh 
(Stelios Haji-Ioannou). 

1995 Dec 12 BRT sold to Racal Electronics. 

1995 Dec 22 Last train ferry sailing, Dover–Dunkerque, Nord Pas de Calais. 

 1996 

1996 -- - GrantRail (Doncaster) set up as infrastructure contractor 
(VolkerWessels/Corus; former becomes sole owner 26 Nov 2008). 

1996 -- - Fraser Eagle  begins operation as rail replacement coach service contractor 
(Maurice Duckworth). 

1996 -- - Kent Link total route modernisation programme (announced 31 Aug 1989) 
completed. 

1996 -- - Old Dalby test track leased to Serco Railtest. 

1996 -- - Glasgow Subway resignalled with Vital Processor Interlocking. 

1996 -- - British organisers first arrange timetabled steam workings in Wolsztyn area of 
Poland. 

1996 -- - Shearings Holidays MBO. 

1996 early - Brush Traction Loughborough Works (jointly with ABB Traction) completes 
electric locomotive 92 046 for Channel Tunnel freight working, last locomotive 
built for BR. 



1996 early? IWAAC publishes Britain’s Inland Waterways: an undervalued asset. 

1996 Jan - Dennis Dart S[uper] L[ow] F[loor] low entrance single-deck bus introduced. 

1996 Jan - 2-year trial prohibition on PSVs over 7.5 t using outer lane of motorways with 3+ 
lanes. 

1996 Jan - Last Trinity House rock lighthouse converted to automatic operation, Les 
Hanois, Guernsey. 

1996 Jan 1 Stena Line drops Sealink brand name. Société nouvelle de armement 
transmanche (SNCF) begins independent operation as SeaFrance. 

1996 Jan  1 Stagecoach purchases bus operator Rodoviária de Lisboa Lda, Portugal 
(including Sintra–Atlântico tourist tramway). 

1996 Jan  8 Eversholt Leasing and Porterbrook Leasing sold by Government to MBOs. 

1996 Jan 16 Angel Trains ROSCO sold by Government to GRS Holding Co. (Prideaux & 
Associates/Babcock & Brown/Nomura). 

1996 Jan 24 Direct Rail Services (freight subsidiary of British Nuclear Fuels Ltd) begins 
operation. 

1996 Jan 30 Raildata Ltd (subsidiary of BRB) renamed Railway Documentation & Drawing 
Services Ltd. 

1996 Feb - In-depth planning for Thameslink 2000 (improvement to infrastructure) goes 
ahead (scheme announced 6 Nov 1991). 

1996 Feb  4 First privatised railway passenger service, South West Trains (Stagecoach 
Holdings) 05.10 Twickenham–Waterloo; Great Western Trains (MBO backed by 
FirstBus/3i) also commences operation. 

1996 Feb  4 Ex-GWR 0-6-0PT 1369* first runs on the South Devon Railway with a new boiler 
barrel, first example for a standard-gauge heritage locomotive. 

1996 Feb 19 Devon General and Bayline sold to Stagecoach. 

1996 Feb 24 All three trainload freight companies, Load-Haul, Mainline Freight and Trans-
Rail, sold to Wisconsin Central Ltd as North & South Railways Ltd. 

1996 Feb 27 Manchester bus operator GM Buses South acquired by Stagecoach. 

1996 Spr BR geographical Infrastructure Maintenance companies sold to private sector. 

1996 Mar 26 CentreWest purchases bus operators The Bee Line, London Buslines, 
Londonlink and Railair Link from Q Drive. 

1996 Mar 29 Last (coal) train runs on Burry Port & Gwendraeth Valley line. 

1996 Mar 29 Sea Containers (I.o.M.) secures majority shareholding in Isle of Man Steam 
Packet Co. 

1996 Mar 29 BT Internet service, aimed at domestic customers, launched. 

1996 Mar 29 US Global Positioning System policy directive declaring it to be a dual 
civilian/military system. 

1996 Apr - South Midland Water Transport Ltd formed by merger of South Midland Water 
Transport Co. and Captain Cargo Ltd. 

1996 Apr  1 BR European Passenger Services transfer to London & Continental Railways 
Ltd and renamed Eurostar (UK) Ltd as intended operator of Channel Tunnel 
Rail Link, following agreement by Department of Transport that London & 
Continental will build it. L&C is a consortium initially comprising Bechtel, 
London Electric, National Express Group, Virgin Group, S.G. Warburg & Co. 

1996 Apr  1 Association of Independent Railways & Preservation Societies established by 
merger of Association of Railway Preservation Societies and Association of 
Independent Railways (David Morgan, chairman) and umbrella term Heritage 
Railways adopted. 



1996 Apr  2 FirstBus acquires Portsmouth Transit Ltd and GM Buses North (Manchester). 

1996 Apr  6 Official reopening of Lough Allen Canal through to Lough Allen via new two-
way lock near Drumsbanbo. 

1996 Apr 10 Stena Line introduces high-speed sea service catamarans on short sea 
crossings with HSS Stena Explorer on Holyhead–Dún Laoghaire service. 

1996 Apr 14 North & South Railways begins to trade as EWS (English, Welsh & Scottish). 

1996 Apr 25 Government publishes policy Green Paper Transport – The Way Forward. 

1996 Apr 28 Gatwick Express, Midland Mainline (both National Express Group) and Great 
North Eastern Railway (Sea Containers Group) begin operation of rail 
passenger service franchises. 

1996 May  3 Opening of new Tuel Lane Lock on Rochdale Canal at Sowerby Bridge, at 19 ft 
8½ in. (6 m) fall the deepest on the inland waterways network, together with 
new Tuel Tunnel (107 yds/98 m), reconnecting the canal to the rest of the 
system via the Calder & Hebble Navigation (first boat passage Apr 11). 

1996 May 11 BW officially reopens isolated section of Montgomeryshire Canal through from 
Whitehouse Bridge, Welshpool, south to Refail (5 miles/8 km). Between 1998 
and 2001 this is extended north of Welshpool to Arddleen (totalling 11 miles/18 
km). 

1996 May 20  Railtrack plc floated on stock market. 

1996 May 23 London General Transport Services sold to Go-Ahead Group, first onsale of a 
London bus operator. 

1996 May 25 Freightliner sold to MCB Ltd (MBO backed by 3i/Electron Private Equity). 

1996 May 26 Connex South Central (former Network SouthCentral; CGEA) and LTS Rail 
(Prism Rail – a consortium of bus operators EYMS, Lynton Travel and Q Drive) 
begin operation of rail passenger service franchises. 

1996 Jun - British Transport Police introduces voluntary special constables. 

1996 Jun - ERF (Middlewich), the last independent British truck builder, acquired by 
Western Star (Canada). 

1996 Jun  3 Strathclyde Buses, GCT and Kelvin Central Buses sold to FirstBus by SB 
Holdings. 

1996 Jun  5 Second Severn Crossing officially opens to motorway traffic. 

1996 Jun 12 A289 Medway Tunnel opened by Rochester Bridge Trust (immersed tube; total 
length 725 m (790 yds); Mott MacDonald, engineers). 

1996 Jul  1 Swindon Railway Workshops Ltd opens new commercial steam locomotive 
restoration workshop at The Flour Mill, Bream, Forest of Dean (Bill Parker, 
owner). 

1996 Jul  1 Introduction of written Driving Theory Test for new motorists (becomes touch 
screen test from 4 Jan 2000). 

1996 Jul 18 Railway Heritage Committee set up, under terms of Railway Heritage Act. 

1996 Jul 21 Chiltern Railways (MBO with Laing as M40 Trains) begins operation of rail 
passenger service franchise. 

1996 Jul 23 European Directive 48 lays down criteria for interoperability of the trans-
European high speed rail network. 

1996 Jul 31 Cowie Group purchases North East Bus Ltd from National Express Group. 

1996 Aug  1 Cowie Group purchases British Bus Group Ltd, becoming the largest British 
operator. Administration transfers to Cowie’s Sunderland headquarters. 



1996 Aug  8 Watford South accident: NLR EMU collides with ECS after signal passed at 
danger (1 killed). 

1996 Aug 28 Porterbrook Leasing ROSCO sold to Stagecoach Group. 

1996 Sep - Chiltern Railways orders class 168 Clubman DMUs through Porterbrook 
Leasing, first post-privatisation train order. 

1996 Sep - Secretary of State for Transport (Sir George Young, Bt) announces London-
wide extension of ‘Countdown’ real time bus passenger information system; 
publishes Better information for bus passengers: a guide to good practice. 

1996 Sep  7 Ripon Canal Head reopens to navigation. 

1996 Sep 21 BW officially reopens Montgomery Canal (Llanymynech branch of Ellesmere 
Canal) through from Frankton to Queens Head (4 miles/6 km) (?first boats Jul). 

1996 Sep 30 All London mail trains operate from new purpose-built Post Office London 
Distribution Centre, Willesden, as part of Royal Mail’s Railnet project. Some 
network services operated by class 325 EMUs owned by Royal Mail and 
operated by EWS. 

1996 Oct 13 Cardiff Railway Co. (operating as Valley Lines), South Wales & West Railway 
(both Prism Rail), Connex South Eastern (ex South Eastern Train Co.; CGEA), 
Thames Trains (Victory Railway Holdings (MBO/Go-Ahead Group)), and Island 
Line (Stagecoach Group, on Isle of Wight) begin operation of rail passenger 
service franchises. 

1996 Oct 28 Stagecoach Group announces its purchase of Swebus AB (the former Statens 
Järnväger-owned SJ Buss), Sweden (Norwegian operations sold Apr 1997, 
Danish Sep 1997, Swedish Oct 1999 to Concordia Bus Sweden). 

1996 Nov 17 NIR closes Poyntzpass signal box, its last mechanical box on the ex-GNR(I) 
mainline. 

1996 Nov 18 Channel Tunnel fire, originating on HGV in shuttle (south running tunnel). Train 
services restored between 4 Dec 1996 (Eurostar) and 15 Jun 1997 (full 
shuttle). 

1996 Nov 29 Pall-Ex established providing a hub (in Leicestershire) for road distribution of 
palletised consignments (Hilary Sharples, managing director). 

1996 Dec - Parcels carrier TNT sold to Koninklijke PTT Nederland. 

1996 Dec 16 (officially 2 Apr 1997) CalMac takes over operation of Ballycastle–Rathlin Island 
ferry for Northern Ireland Department for Regional Development. 

 1997 

1997 -- - BR Business Systems Division (central computing services) sold to Sema; 
Railtest sold to Serco as Serco Railtest Ltd. 

1997 -- - Optare Solo low-floor midibus introduced. (Capoco Design, consultants). Series 
production begins Jan 1998; first registered May 1998. 

1997 -- - Last carriage of newsprint on (push-towed) barge from Goole to Yorkshire 
Evening Press on Foss in York. 

1997 -- - Prohibition of gravel extraction from Torridge estuary ends local barge traffic. 

1997 -- - Harwich Parkeston Quay sold to Hutchison Port Holdings (ultimately controlled 
by Li Ka-shing of Cheung Kong Holdings, Hong Kong) as Harwich International 
Port. 

1997 Jan  1 French railway infrastructure and debt ownership transferred to Réseau Ferré 
de France, under terms of law of Feb 13 and decrees of May 5, retrospective. 

1997 Jan  5 Anglia Railways (GB Rail), Great Eastern (FirstBus), Virgin CrossCountry 
(Virgin Group) and West Anglia Great Northern Railway (Prism Rail) begin 
operation of rail passenger service franchises. 



1997 Jan 19 Merseyrail Electrics (MTL Trust Holdings) begins operation of rail passenger 
service franchise. 

1997 Jan 21 Fragonset Railways Ltd incorporated as a spot-hire rolling stock company. 

1997 Feb 28 Oostende Lines (RMT) makes its last ferry sailing, Ramsgate–Oostende. 

1997 Mar - Docklands Railway Management Ltd (subsidiary of Serco) takes over DLR 
operating franchise (becomes Serco Docklands Ltd 2000). 

1997 Mar - McArthur Glen Designer Outlet opens in former 1874 Swindon Works buildings. 

1997 Mar - ABP buys Port of Ipswich. 

1997 Mar  1 Condor Ferries (Commodore Shipping/Holyman) commence Poole–Channel 
Islands service, using high-speed catamaran Condor Express (delivered Jan 
1997 and initially used on final services from Weymouth). 

1997 Mar  2 North London Railways (National Express Group), North Western Trains (GWT, 
ex North West Regional Railways), Regional Railways North East (MTL Trust 
Holdings), and Thameslink Rail (GoVia) begin operation of rail passenger 
service franchises. GoVia is a partnership between Go-Ahead Group and 
Keolis (the latter 45.5% owned by SNCF). 

1997 Mar  3 Central Trains (National Express Group) begins operation of rail passenger 
service franchise. 

1997 Mar  3 Virgin Trains announce £1bn order for 140 mph (225 km/h) Pendolino tilting 
trains. 

1997 Mar  7?? BR operates final ‘Manchester Pullman’, its last use of the Pullman brand. 

1997 Mar  9 Virgin West Coast begins operation of former InterCity West Coast rail 
passenger service franchise. 

1997 Mar 26 FirstBus purchases CentreWest, its first London acquisitions. 

1997 Mar 31 Last BR passenger train, 23.55 Glasgow/Edinburgh–Euston sleepers. 

1997 Apr  1 ScotRail (National Express Group) begins operation of the last rail passenger 
service franchise. 

1997 Apr  1 Royal Household takes direct responsibility for its own travel arrangements, 
with grant in aid from Department of Transport. 

1997 Apr  1 Airlines within EU fully deregulated. 

1997 Apr  7 NIR prohibits smoking on trains. 

1997 Apr–Oct Northern Lighthouse Board constructs a new light on Haskeir with minor lights 
on Gasker and on Shillay in the Monach Islands, Outer Hebrides. 

1997 May  2 Incoming Labour government creates Department of the Environment, 
Transport & the Regions (DETR) wef Jun, under Secretary of State (John 
Prescott, deputy prime minister; Gavin Strang holds Cabinet post of Minister of 
State for Transport 3 May 1997–27 Jul 1998). 

1997 Jun - Lynx Express Parcels MBO. 

1997 Jun  1 (wef) BR withdraws Wimbledon–West Croydon and Elmers End–Addiscombe 
services for incorporation into Croydon Tramlink, first withdrawal of BR services 
for 11 years. 

1997 Jun 16 West Coast Railway Co. begins timetabled steam excursions on West Highland 
line. 

1997 Jul  9 Announcement suspending Nightstar. 

1997 Jul 18 Locomotive Fairy Queen (built by Kitson, Thompson & Hewitson of Leeds, 
1855) returns to steam on Indian Railways. 



1997 Jul 22 Stagecoach Group purchases Thames Transit and Docklands Transit from 
Transit Holdings; also bus company in Noosaville, Queensland. 

1997 Jul 30 London United Busways Ltd announces its sale to Transdev plc (subsidiary of 
French state-owned bank Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations), the first urban 
bus operator acquired by a continental owner. 

1997 Aug - Luton Corporation contracts out London Luton Airport management to London 
Luton Airport Operations Ltd (Barclays Bank having a majority share at this 
time). 

1997 Sep - Cowie Group/Arriva makes first overseas acquisition, 75% holding in Unibus 
Holdings A/S (Denmark and Sweden). 

1997 Sep  1 IÉ/NIR relaunch ‘Enterprise’ express, Belfast–Dublin, with new dedicated stock 
(built by De Dietrich Ferroviaire) worked push-pull by 201 class locomotives 
and revised timetable (first use in revenue services Jun 11). This is the last new 
locomotive-worked coaching stock to be introduced in the British Isles. 

1997 Sep 19 GWT Southall accident: collision after signal passed at danger by HST with 
isolated AWS (7 killed). 

1997 Sep 29 North London Railways renamed Silverlink Train Services; South Wales & West 
Railway renamed Wales & West Passenger Trains. 

1997 Oct - Ford Langley (Slough) plant closed. 

1997 Oct  7 Royal Victoria Dock Bridge in London Docklands officially opened as 
footbridge; provision for adding a transporter gondola is not exercised (cable-
stayed inverted Fink truss; Lifschutz Davidson Sandilands, designers). 

1997 Oct 13 First section of new Welsh Highland Railway officially opens for tourist traffic, 
Caernarfon–Dinas on former standard-gauge formation (5 km/3 miles of 60 
cm/2 ft gauge) using former South African Railway Beyer-Garratt locomotives 
and equipment. 

1997 Oct 14 London Taxis International launches TX1 accessible black cab, to supersede 
FX4. 

1997 Oct 28 Railtrack and Virgin Trains announce West Coast Main Line upgrade for 
Pendolino trains, to include moving block signalling (the latter ‘postponed’ Dec 
1999). 

1997 Nov  8 IÉ Knockcroghery accident: plain track derailment at broken rail joint; results in 
major catch-up on deferred maintenance. 

1997 Nov 16? Cowie Group renamed Arriva. 

1997 Nov 19 Chiltern Railways launches class 168 Clubman DMU at its builders, Adtranz, 
Derby Litchurch Lane, effectively the prototype Turbostar. 

1997 Nov 21 Last BR train, RfD 23.15 Dollands Moor–Wembley freight, hauled by 92 003 
Beethoven. 

1997 Nov 22 RfD, the last BR operating subsidiary, sold to EWS, which incorporates 
Connectrail services into Enterprise. 

1997 Nov end? FirstBus plc renamed FirstGroup plc. 

1997 Dec 11 Kyoto Protocol of the 3rd Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change on restricting greenhouse gas 
emissions, wef 16 Feb 2005. 

1997 Dec 18 London River Services Ltd incorporated as subsidiary of LRT to take over 
responsibilities of Thames Pier Agency. 

1997 Dec 20 Stagecoach Group takes over operation of South Yorkshire Supertram, 
Sheffield. 



1997 Dec 28 ICI bogie limestone hoppers (1935) working from Peak Forest withdrawn, last 
vacuum braked wagons in service on Railtrack. 

 1998 

1998 -- - Agreement for Channel Tunnel Rail Link section 1 management to transfer to 
Railtrack. 

1998 -- - Integrated Transport Smartcard Organisation established by public transport 
operators to promote interoperable smartcards primarily for passenger 
transport applications. First ITSO specification published Mar 2004. 

1998 -- - BRS Truck Rental sold to Volvo Trucks. 

1998 -- - Blue Star Line container interests sold to P&O Nedlloyd. 

1998 -- - Thamesport sold to Hutchison Port Holdings (ultimately controlled by Li Ka-
shing of Cheung Kong Holdings, Hong Kong) as Harwich International Port. 

1998 -- - Penrhyndeudraeth claims to be first networked village in UK. 

1998 Jan  1 Arriva bus division becomes Arriva Passenger Services (Leicester). 

1998 Jan mid Railtrack begins introduction of Possession Resource Information Database 
(PRIDE) route availability codes, in Midland Zone. 

1998 Feb - First low-floor double-deck buses enter service: DAF DB250LF/Optare 
Spectras with Abus of Bristol and Travel West Midlands. Remaining deliveries 
during year are to Travel Dundee and Arriva London North. 

1998 Feb  1 Huntingdon operations of MK Metro trading as Premier Buses sold to 
Sovereign Bus & Coach (Blazefield). 

1998 Mar  6 Great Western Trains and North Western Trains taken over from Great 
Western Holdings by FirstGroup. 

1998 Mar  6 A458 (Deeside Road Link) Flintshire Bridge officially opened across River Dee, 
Flint–Connah’s Quay, funded by Welsh Office (294 m (322 yds) cable-stayed 
concrete; spans 194 + 100 m (212 + 109 yds) with 118 m (387 ft) inverted-Y 
pylon; Percy Thomas Partnership, designers; Gifford Graham & Partners, 
structural design), longest asymmetric cable-stayed bridge in Britain. 

1998 Mar 10 P&O Stena Line formed by merger of P&O European Ferries (Dover) Ltd (60%) 
and Stena Line (40%) Dover/Newhaven operations (transfers Newhaven 
services to Hoverspeed 1999). 

1998 Mar 11 BT takes last analogue public telephone exchanges out of service, TXE4s at 
Leigh-on-Sea and Selby. 

1998 Mar 23 EWS takes delivery of first General Motors (Ontario)-built class 66 diesel 
locomotives (first revenue trip Jun 2, Toton–Drakelow, by 66 001). 

1998 Apr - Stagecoach Group takes 20% share in Road King Infrastructure Ltd, toll road 
operator in mainland China. 

1998 Apr - Dudley Canal diversion at Merry Hill opens. 

1998 Apr  1 National Power sells its rail operation to EWS. 

1998 Apr  1 DfT establishes Maritime & Coastguard Agency by merger of Marine Safety 
and Coastguard agencies. 

1998 May - Railway Paths Ltd set up as a charity associated with Sustrans to take over 
ownership from Rail Property Ltd of abandoned railway formation forming part 
of National Cycle Network. 

1998 May - Stagecoach purchases Glasgow Prestwick Airport from BAA. 

1998 May 22 go (Go Fly Ltd) launched as budget-price freestanding subsidiary of BA. 

1998 May 25 Regional Railways North East renamed Northern Spirit. 



1998 May 26 Chiltern Railways introduces into service 168 001, the first new post-
privatisation train. 

1998 May 28 Cunard Line majority share acquired by Carnival Corporation (Florida) from 
Kværner (Norway, who acquired it 1996). 

1998 Jun c. FirstGroup acquires full control of South Yorkshire bus operator Mainline. 

1998 Jun  2 Leyland Trucks acquired by PACCAR (parent also of DAF since 1996). 

1998 Jun 16 BR Sandy accident: GNER HST derails at speed due to fractured wheel. 

1998 Jun 19 BAA Heathrow Express begins full operation, with 6.4 km (4 miles) of new 
wholly-owned track. 

1998 Jun 22 Stagecoach Group takes 49% share in Virgin Rail. 

1998 Jun 22 GEC ALSTHOM renamed ALSTOM and floated on Paris Stock Exchange. 

1998 Smr - Salisbury becomes first city with an all low-floor urban bus fleet (Wilts & 
Dorset). 

1998 Jul - EWS and Parcelforce trial piggyback service; it is unsatisfactory and 
Parcelforce ceases all use of rail. 

1998 Jul  1 British Transport Stock redeemed. 

1998 Jul  5 Government White Paper A New Deal for Transport – better for everyone 
proposes shift in road expenditure from new build to maintenance, power to 
local authorities to make congestion charges and workplace parking levies 
hypothecated to public transport improvements, creation of Strategic Rail 
Authority and setting up of Commission for Integrated Transport. 

1998 Jul 18 Barrow Hill roundhouse (near Staveley) reopens as railway heritage centre, 
having closed 11 Feb 1991 as BR’s last operational roundhouse (Mervyn 
Allcock, project manager). 

1998 Jul 19 Chiltern Railways introduces improved timetable following redoubling of Princes 
Risborough–Bicester (18 miles/29 km) section in revenue-sharing deal with 
Railtrack. 

1998 Jul 19 Blackpool Transport’s first double-deck ‘Millennium’ tram (rebuilt from ‘Balloon’) 
707 enters service. 

1998 Jul 20 Government White Paper A New Deal for Trunk Roads proposes 37 Targeted 
Programme Improvements. 

1998 Jul 28 Private Hire Vehicles (London) Act, wef 1999. 

1998 Aug - Metroline plc of Harrow (bus operator) purchases MTL London from MTL and 
Scottish Citylink (coaches) from National Express Group. 

1998 Sep - Connex South Central and Connex South Eastern TOCs come under unified 
Connex management. 

1998 Sep 27 Great Eastern, Great Western and North Western TOCs renamed respectively 
First Great Eastern, First Great Western and First North Western. 

1998 Sep 28 Introduction of services under Rural Bus Subsidy Grant. 

1998 Oct - smart (division of Daimler-Benz AG) launches City-Coupé two-seat urban 
microcar produced at its new Hambach, France, plant. 

1998 Oct - EU agreement to cut CO2 emissions for new cars by 25% in 2008. 

1998 Oct  3 Last barge works commercially on Gloucester & Sharpness Canal and Severn 
(Chaceley and Tirley having been working grain traffic from Sharpness Docks 
to Allied Mills, Tewkesbury). 

1998 Nov  1 Rail Vehicle Accessibility Regulations (RVAR) provide for improved access for 
disabled people. 



1998 Nov  3 European vehicle registration plate format (including country code) introduced 
for road vehicles. 

1998 Nov 20 Sally Direct cease to operate in Channel ferry market with MV Eurotraveller 
making last sailing on Ramsgate–Oostende service. 

1998 Nov 21 TransEuropa Ferries (Slovenian-owned) begin Ramsgate–Oostende service. 

1998 Nov 26 Last Trinity House light converted to automatic operation, North Foreland. Last 
Northern Lighthouse Board light, Fair Isle South, converted 31 Mar 1998; last 
Commissioners of Irish Lights light, Baily, converted 24 Mar 1997. 

1998 Dec  1 Fjordline takes over Newcastle–Bergen service from Color Line. 

1998 Dec 18 Agreement between Heritage Railways Ltd and Post Office (superseding that of 
1974) permitting the former’s member companies to operate railway letter 
services. 

1998 Dec 23 c. First low-floor double-deck buses enter London service, on route 221. 

1998 Dec 31 Last commercial use of any part of Exeter Canal, by sludge tanker Countess 
Wear. 

 1999 

1999 -- - Railtrack reverts standard rail gauge to 1435 mm (from 1432), introduces 
UIC60 (RT60) 60 kg/m (125 lbs/yd) rail as standard and reverts to inclined rails 
in switches. 

1999 -- - AMEC SPIE Rail Systems Ltd joint venture railway maintenance company 
established. 

1999 -- - Virgin CrossCountry applies train name ‘The Cornishman’ (by vinyl) to HST(s) 
for Glasgow–Penzance service. 

1999 -- - Thames Clipper catamaran riverbus service established. 

1999 -- - Humber Barges Ltd begins operation. 

1999 -- - Plaxton President low-floor double-deck bus body begins series production at 
its Northern Counties plant in Wigan, continuing until Jan 2005. More than 1K 
will be delivered to London operators, 200 to Lothian and 100 to Travel West 
Midlands. 

1999 Jan - First online rail ticket sales site, thetrainline.com (Alan Tomlin, founder). 

1999 Jan  5 Red Star Parcels sold by management to Lynx Express. 

1999 Feb 19 DETR publishes Unlocking the Potential: a new future for British Waterways, 
proposing relaxation of financial controls to ease backlog of outstanding 
maintenance. 

1999 Mar  3 The Waterways Trust incorporated. 

1999 Mar  8 Intergovernmental agreement for establishment of Waterways Ireland as an all-
Ireland North/South Implementation Body under terms of the British-Irish 
Agreement (Good Friday 1998, wef 2 Dec 1999) to manage, primarily for 
recreation, the principal inland navigations throughout Ireland: Lower Bann, 
Barrow Navigation, Erne System, Grand Canal, Royal Canal, Shannon 
Navigation and Shannon-Erne Waterway. 

1999 Mar 10 Road Traffic (NHS Charges) Act provides administrative framework for 
recovery of hospital costs for treatment of road traffic casualties from insurers. 

1999 Mar 16 Associated Newspapers launch Metro as a weekday tabloid free newspaper 
distributed across the London Transport network. 

1999 Apr - Shadow Strategic Rail Authority, bringing together Director of Passenger Rail 
Franchising and some former BRB functions. 



1999 Apr c. Dart Valley Railway plc takes over Dart Pleasure Craft Ltd, incidentally 
returning the Kingswear–Dartmouth ferry to railway ownership. 

1999 Apr  5 Stagecoach launches MAN 24.350/Jonckheere Monaco double-deck coaches 
for Oxford Tube high-frequency express service to London, some being 
wheelchair-accessible. 

1999 Apr  8 Cawlett Holdings to FirstBus. 

1999 Apr 18 Death of Victor Waddington, waterway carrier (b. 1908). 

1999 Apr 20 Furness Railway locomotive no. 20 (1863) officially returns to steam, the oldest 
working locomotive in the British Isles. 

1999 May ? Arriva Nederland establishes Arriva Openbaar Vervoer NV / Noordned 
Personenvervoer BV jointly with NS Reizigers (Nederlandse Spoorwegen), its 
first overseas rail venture, and the first (provincially) tendered rail service in the 
Netherlands. 

1999 May  1 Festiniog Railway places single Fairlie Taliesin into service from its Boston 
Lodge Works, first full-size single Fairlie built anywhere in the world since 1908. 

1999 May 20 Last commercial traffic up full length of Nene, timber by narrow boat from 
Wisbech for Grand Union Canal. 

1999 May 25 Last pit pony works in South Wales, ‘Robbie’ at Pant y Gasseg, Pontypool. 

1999 May 30? First Great Western reintroduces domestic Motorail service, Paddington–
Penzance. 

1999 May 31 Midland Metro opens to public throughout, Birmingham Snow Hill–
Wolverhampton St George: Light Rapid Transit system chiefly on former heavy 
rail formation; DBO contract with Altram consortium (West Midlands 
Travel/Laing/Ansaldo Trasporti). Policed by British Transport Police. 

1999 May 31 ex-BR 56 097* (1981) withdrawn and sold for private preservation, first second-
generation diesel locomotive preserved. 

1999 Jun 18 Portion of Yorkshire Ouse under jurisdiction of Linton Lock Navigation 
Commissioners transferred to BW. 

1999 Jun 15 Stagecoach Group begins takeover of Coach USA. 

1999 Smr - Old Dalby test track lease passes to ALSTOM. 

1999 Jul - Freightliner Heavy Haul contracts with Railtrack to provide motive power for 
infrastructure trains. 

1999 Jul ? Royal Automobile Club sells its roadside service operation, RAC Motoring 
Services (including newly-acquired British Motoring School), to Lex Service plc 
(renamed RAC plc 2002). 

1999 Aug 11 Stagecoach introduces Megabus express coach brand with online-booked £1 
fares, initially on Oxford–London service using 3-axle double-deckers. 

1999 Sep  4 Metrobus sold to Go-Ahead. 

1999 Sep 18 LUL infrastructure management transfers to three shadow companies, Infraco 
BCV (Bakerloo/Waterloo & City, Central, Victoria), Infraco JNP (Jubilee, 
Northern, Piccadilly) and Infraco SSL (Sub-Surface Ltd) pending transfer to 
public private partnership. 

1999 Sep 23 Automobile Association sold to Centrica. 

1999 Aut ? Allied Pickford sold by NFC to North American Van Lines. 

1999 Nov early Cambridge Coach Services sold by Blazefield to National Express. 

1999 Oct - Tangshen Works, China, builds class SY 2-8-2 1772 for Tiafa Mining Railway, 
thought to be world’s last wholly new steam locomotive for industrial use. 



1999 Oct  5 Ladbroke Grove accident: Thames Trains DMU in collision after signal passed at 
danger (31 killed).t 

1999 Dec 31 Jubilee Line Extension first stage opens. 

 2000 

2000  Last new step-entry double-deck buses delivered during year. 

2000 -- - BW/EA introduce annual Gold Licence to permit cruising on entire joint 
waterway network. 

2000 -- - Shannon Foynes Port Co. formed by merger of Shannon Estuary Ports Co. and 
Foynes Port Co. under terms of Harbours Act. 

2000 -- - Airwave Terrestrial Trunked Radio network for emergency services established 
by O2. 

2000 Jan  4 Irish Republic introduces National Car Test to check roadworthiness of vehicles 
more than 4 years old. 

2000 Jan 27 LUL’s last train guards operate; 1959 stock last operate. 

2000 Feb 18 TOCs Merseyrail Electrics and Northern Spirit and bus operator Merseyside 
Travel taken over by Arriva from MTL Trust Holdings Ltd. 

2000 Mar - Ex-WR 0-6-0PT 9682 becomes the 100th locomotive from Woodham Brothers’ 
Barry scrapyard to be restored to steam. 

2000 Mar - Metroline plc (bus operator) purchased by DelGro Corporation of Singapore 
(from 29 Mar 2003 Comfort DelGro Corporation Ltd). 

2000 Mar - Ensignbus/Scotguide launch City Sightseeing tourist bus franchise in UK, 
Glasgow. 

2000 Mar 20 Norfolkline (Mærsk Group) enters Channel ferry market with freight ferry MV 
Northern Merchant reviving Dover–Dunkerque (Ouest) crossing. 

2000 Mar 31 Decca Navigator System (radionavigation position fixing) last operates on 
coastal chain. 

2000 Mar end RFS (E) (Doncaster; subsidiary of Westinghouse Air Brake Co.) rebranded as 
Wabtec Rail. 

2000 Spr - Foden truck production moved from Sandbach to Leyland. 

2000 Apr - Porterbrook Leasing ROSCO sold by Stagecoach Group to Abbey National 
Treasury Services. 

2000 Apr  1 LUL PPP contracts with infracos start. 

2000 Apr  7 Union Canal reopens, Linlithgow–Hermiston. 

2000 Apr 19 Severn Valley Railway takes possession of new 56-vehicle carriage shed at 
Kidderminster. 

2000 Apr 25 Grand Central Railway Co. Ltd established as open access rail passenger 
operator (Ian Yeowart). 

2000 May - Rover sold by BMW to Phoenix Venture Holdings as MG Rover. 

2000 May - Exel plc established by merger of Exel Logistics and Ocean Group. 

2000 May 11 Croydon Tramlink opens to public: Light Rapid Transit chiefly on former heavy 
rail or reserved-track formation (LRT DBO contract with Tramtrack Croydon Ltd 
(consortium of CentreWest/Bombardier/Sir Robert McAlpine–Amey 
Construction/Royal Bank of Scotland/3i)) policed by British Transport Police. 

2000 May 21/2 Virgin CrossCountry class 220 Voyager DEMUs enter service. 

2000 May 28 Anglia Railways begin Chelmsford–Basingstoke ‘London Crosslink’ non-
franchised service via North London and North & South Western Junction lines 
using class 170 DMUs (service withdrawn from 29 Sep 2002). 



2000 Jun - DETR publishes Waterways for Tomorrow. 

2000 Jun - Jersey European Airways renamed British European. 

2000 Jun - BT introduces Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line (broadband) Internet access 
(at c. 1 MHz); Cellnet introduces the world’s first General Packet Radio Service 
mobile wireless data access. 

2000 Jun  1 Great Central Railway officially opens reinstated double track section, 
Loughborough Central–Rothley, the first such on a heritage railway (David 
Clarke, sponsor). 

2000 Jun  8 First Royal Train for the reigning monarch on a standard-gauge heritage 
railway, steam-hauled on the Bodmin & Wenford line. 

2000 Jun 10–18 FirstGroup introduces ‘Swap your banger for a bus’ scrappage scheme, 
enabling motorists to receive a year’s bus pass in exchange for scrapping their 
car (following an early Jun 1999 pilot in Glasgow). 

2000 Jun 20 First Coradia class 175 DMUs with hydraulic transmission (built by ALSTOM, 
Washwood Heath from 1999 for Angel Trains) enter service with First North 
Western; first class 180 express units delivered to First Great Western Jul but 
do not enter service until 28 Dec 2001. 

2000 Jun 21 National Cycle Network officially opens (5K miles/8K km), co-ordinated by 
Sustrans, funded by first major Millennium Commission grant. 

2000 Jun 30 Land Rover sold to Ford. 

2000 Jul  2 LTS Rail renamed c2c. 

2000 Jul  3 Transport for London (TfL) created as a functional body of new Greater London 
Authority under terms of Greater London Authority Act 1999, taking over 
functions of London Regional Transport; the Public Carriage Office (from the 
Metropolitan Police); traffic management; and London River Services. Mayor of 
London empowered to give direction to SRA under some circumstances. 

2000 Jul 18 National Express Group takes over c2c, WAGN and Wales & West Passenger 
Trains from Prism Rail. 

2000 Jul 20 Transport 2010: the ten year plan (DETR) proposes £121+bn PPP capital 
investment to improve public transport, particularly in London, and reduce road 
congestion by 5–15%. Spending on rail to increase by 50% (forming 40% of 
projected expenditure in report); projection of 50% increase in rail passenger 
use and 10% increase in share of freight market; 10% increase in bus 
passenger use; 30% increase in proportion of rural households within 10 
minute walk of an hourly bus service; light rail use to double with up to 25 new 
schemes part funded from congestion charges and workplace parking levies. 
23% spending on trunk road schemes (supersedes A New Deal for Trunk 
Roads (1998)). 

2000 Jul 28 Postal Services Act provides from conversion of the Post Office into a plc, 
defines a universal postal service to be provided, and makes provision for more 
competition in the delivery market with a regulator. 

2000 Aug ? Rochdale Canal taken over by The Waterways Trust. 

2000 Aug  1 Traveline launched as regional public transport information service (initially by 
telephone). 

2000 Aug  7 Welsh Highland Railway reopening extends from Dinas to Waunfawr over 
course of original line, last used by passenger trains 26 Sep 1936. 

2000 Aug 28 Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust officially reopen Over Basin, 
Gloucester, restored largely by WRG volunteers. 

2000 Aug 30 The Public Service Vehicles Accessibility Regulations, made under terms of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1995, come into force, providing for the process by 
which all PSVs are to be fully accessible by 1 Jan 2017. 



2000 Sep 8–c.16  Extensive picketing of oil terminals by lorry drivers protesting at high fuel 
prices. 

2000 Sep 22 TfL announces its repurchase of Routemaster buses to be given new engines 
and returned to service in London. 

2000 Sep 25 Hull Trains commences operation to King’s Cross as first open access train 
operator. 

2000 Oct - Final section of M60 Manchester Outer Ring Road opens (Denton–Middleton), 
the last new publicly-funded motorway. 

2000 Oct  1 Last cross-Channel hovercraft operates, The Princess Margaret. 

2000 Oct  8 Warwick Parkway opens, first ‘third-party delivered’ railway station, i.e. built by 
the TOC, Chiltern Railways. 

2000 Oct 17 Hatfield accident: high-speed derailment following broken rail (4 killed; 
locomotive 91 023). Widespread disruption of network as temporary speed 
restrictions and checks are immediately put into place. 

2000 Nov 30 Transport Act: establishes Strategic Rail Authority; requires local authorities to 
produce integrated Local Transport Plans, also to issue disabled persons’ 
passes with minimum 50% fare discount on buses; establishes basis for private 
partnership in National Air Traffic Services. 

2000 Nov 30 Countryside & Rights of Way Act: fixes cut-off date of 1 Jun 2026 for rights of 
way in existence on 1 Jan 1949 to be included on definitive maps; roads used 
as public paths redesignated as restricted byways (i.e. not available to motor 
vehicles), wef 2 May 2006; provides for public access land, wef 31 Oct 2005. 

2000 Dec  1 Agreement for creation of TransBus International by merger of Dennis Group 
(Guildford) and Alexander (coachbuilders) (both subsidiaries of Mayflower 
Corporation plc) with Plaxton (coachbuilders; subsidiary of Henlys Group Ltd). 
(TransBus is split following collapse of Mayflower May 2004 but re-formed 
when Alexander Dennis reacquire Plaxton 14 May 2007). 

2000 Dec  5 Via Rail Canada confirms its purchase of coaching stock intended for 
abandoned ‘Nightstar’ services. 

2000 Dec 11 Tralee Ship Canal reopens. 

2000 Dec 31 Railways (Safety Case) Regulations, under terms of Health & Safety at Work 
(etc) Act 1974, require each operator to state a safety case. 

 2001 

2001   Following railway-related companies set up during year: Cotswold Rail 
Engineering Ltd (Cotswold Rail, incorporated 4 Oct 2000) locomotive spot-hire 
company begins operation; AMEC SPIE Rail Ltd railway maintenance company 
established through purchase of SPIE by AMEC; Knights Rail Services Ltd 
consultancy specialising in decontamination established. 

2001 -- - Bombardier acquires DaimlerChrysler Rail Systems GmbH (Adtranz). 

2001 -- - Shared space road traffic intersection introduced in Drachten, Netherlands 
(Hans Monderman, engineer). 

2001 -- - Canadian Pacific Ltd demerged; CP Ships Ltd becomes an independent 
company. 

2001 early - British Midland Airways rebrands as bmi. 

2001 Jan - Infratil (New Zealand) purchases Glasgow Prestwick Airport from Stagecoach. 

2001 Jan 1? Strategic Rail Authority comes into operation, subsuming OPRAF. 

2001 Jan 21 Transport (Scotland) Act 2001, first devolved transport legislation, empowers 
local authorities to enter into quality partnerships and ticketing schemes with 



bus operators, engage in travel concession schemes and adopt road user 
charging. 

2001 Feb c. DRS wins first rail freight contract outside BNFL, for Scottish-based logistics 
company the Malcolm Group. 

2001 Feb  8 Advenza Freight Ltd (Gloucester) established as rail freight operator. 

2001 Feb 26 European Directive 12 prohibits cross-subsidy between freight and passenger 
rail services; 14 requires publication of network access arrangements; 16 
establishes interoperability of systems. 

2001 Feb 28 Selby (Great Heck) accident: collision following road vehicle falling into path of 
train (10 killed; locomotive 91 023). Vehicle insurers have claims of more than 
£22M. 

2001 Mar - Manchester Airports Group buys East Midlands, Bournemouth and Humberside 
Airports from National Express Group. 

2001 Mar  1 Public Transport Ticketing Schemes Block Exemption Order comes into force, 
allowing multi-operator schemes exemption from Competition Act 1998. 

2001 Mar 16 Completion of A55(T) Anglesey section (Llanfairpwll–Holyhead, 20 miles (32 
km)), built and maintained by Carillion/John Laing joint venture under PFI 
shadow toll arrangement. 

2001 Mar 25 (midnight) Most functions of the Post Office pass to Consignia plc, a subsidiary 
of Consignia Holdings plc (government-owned). 

2001 Mar 31 GB Railfreight (GBRf) commences operation, using class 66 and 67 diesel 
locomotives. 

2001 Apr - Aerdart (Dublin) begins bus operation, as subsidiary of Metroline plc, first UK 
operator in Irish Republic. 

2001 Apr c. Transmanche Ferries (Conseil general de Seine Maritime) begins Newhaven–
Dieppe service, with MV Sardinia Vera. 

2001 Apr 23 SWT places 785-vehicle (127x4-car train) order for class 450/0 Desiro (3rd rail) 
EMUs in £1bn build & maintain contract with Siemens through Angel Trains, 
largest single train order to date, delivered 2002–6. 

2001 Apr 27 Northern Spirit rebrands as Arriva Trains Northern; Merseyrail Electrics as 
Arriva Trains Merseyside. 

2001 May  1 Huddersfield Narrow Canal, including Standedge Tunnel and new Sellars 
Tunnel, reopens throughout (officially Sep 3). 

2001 May  4 Western Ferries introduces its first new-build craft MV Sound of Scarba on 
Gourock–Dunoon crossing, first UK vessel with contra-rotating propellor 
azimuthing thruster (launched March 12 by Ferguson Shipbuilders, Port 
Glasgow with Rolls-Royce Contaz CRP thruster). 

2001 May 18 Wincanton (logistics company) demerges from Uniq plc (previously Unigate). 

2001 May 24 RNLI places first inland life-boat on station at Enniskillen (Lough Erne). 

2001 May 25 Red Star Parcels ceases operation. 

2001 May 26 Forth & Clyde Canal reopens throughout (officially Jun 12). 

2001 May 31 Vodafone closes their analogue mobile phone network, leaving the UK with a 
fully-diigtal system. 

2001 Jun  1 River Suck Navigation opens, replacing Ballinasloe line of Grand Canal 
(Ireland; closed 1961). 

2001 Jun  8 Department for Transport, Local Government & the Regions (DTLR) 
established (Stephen Byers (Lab.), Secretary of State). 



2001 Jun 10 NIR returns direct Bleach Green–Antrim line to full use (closed 1978–80, then 
limited service). 

2001 Jul - National Air Traffic Services part-privatised by sale of 46% share to Airline 
Group (consortium of seven UK airlines) and transfer of 5% to staff. 

2001 Jul  3 Cotswold Canals partnership (BW/Cotswold Canal Trust/local authorities) 
announces plan for restoration of Thames & Severn and Stroudwater Canals. 

2001 Jul  7 Denver lock (linking flood relief channel to navigable waterway network) passes 
first boats (formal opening Jul 17, official opening Sep 19). 

2001 Jul 14 Eriskay Causeway opens, linking Eriskay to South Uist by road, replacing a 
ferry. 

2001 Jul 14? Severe fire at CIÉ Fairview depot, Dublin, destroys 2 DART units. 

2001 Aug 13 Death in office of Jimmy Knapp, RMT trade union general secretary (b. 1940). 

2001 Aug 25 Union Canal reopens through Wester Hailes, Edinburgh. 

2001 Aug 26 Connex South Central TOC taken over by GoVia as Southern. 

2001 Sep  1 New motor vehicle registration system. 

2001 Sep 11 9/11 terrorist attacks, US: al-Qaeda affiliates hijack four internal commercial 
passenger jet flights in suicide mission targeting twin towers of World Trade 
Center, New York, and Pentagon, Washington, DC (2994 killed). US airspace is 
cleared for 3 days. 

2001 Sep 13 Trans Pennine Trail long-distance foot- and cycle path officially opens, making 
extensive use of disused railways, as first British section of European Long 
Distance Walking route E8. 

2001 Sep 17 Gateshead Millennium Bridge opened across River Tyne for Gateshead 
Metropolitan Council (126 m (413 ft) pedestrian tilting steel arch suspension; 
Wilkinson Eyre Architects; Gifford Graham & Partners, structural engineers). 

2001 Sep 30 Wales & West rebrands its westcountry routes as Wessex Trains. 

2001 Oct - Bradford Manchester Road Quality Bus Initiative, incorporating 2.3 km (1½ 
miles) of guided busway. 

2001 Oct - BA merges its subsidiaries BA Regional and CitiExpress. 

2001 Oct  1 Coaches, minibuses and express buses first used from this date must be fitted 
with passenger seatbelts, under terms of Road Vehicles (Construction & Use) 
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2001. 

2001 Oct  7 Government has Railtrack plc placed into railway administration. 

2001 Oct 14 Valley Lines and Wales & West Welsh rail services amalgamate as Wales & 
Borders Trains (Cardiff Railways Co.) 

2001 Nov - First installation on National Rail of Global System for Mobile communications-
Railway (GSM-R) digital radio network, on Cotswold Line. 

2001 Dec  3 Segway personal transporter launched by Dean Kamen, New Hampshire. 

2001 Dec 11 Anti-Terrorism, Crime & Security Act extends British Transport Police 
jurisdiction beyond railway estate 

2001 Dec 23 CairnGorm Mountain Railway (2 km of 2 m gauge funicular; installed by 
Dopplemayr Seilbahnen) first operates, replacing White Lady chairlift. 

 2002 

2002 -- - SRA agrees fitting of Train Protection & Warning System at signals. 

2002 -- - Resumes control of its internal telecommunications following bankruptcy of its 
previous contractor Global Crossing. 



2002 -- - DHL (logistics company) and Securicor Omega Express acquired by Deutsche 
Post. 

2002 -- - Ocado established as an Internet grocery retailer, sourcing home deliveries 
entirely from its warehouse in Hatfield. 

2002 Jan  2 RNLI stations inland rescue boats on the Thames. 

2002 Jan 14? Strategic Rail Authority publishes 10-year strategic plan, The Way Forward for 
Britain’s Railway. 

2002 Feb 14 Bob Crow becomes RMT trade union general secretary. 

2002 Feb 21 Orient-Express Hotels acquires majority share in Le Manoir aux Quat' Saisons, 
Great Milton, Oxon. 

2002 Mar 22 bmi low-cost subsidiary airline bmibaby begins operation, with East Midlands–
Málaga service. 

2002 Mar 26 BW reopens Anderton Lift, closed to canal boats since 1983. 

2002 Mar 28 M40 accident: 100
+
-vehicle crash, near High Wycombe (2 killed). 

2002 Mar 31 Tyne & Wear Metro extends to Sunderland and South Hylton, on shared 
Railtrack heavy rail formation Pelaw–Sunderland (partly on route of Brandling 
Junction Railway (1839)) 

2002 Apr - ABP Connect takes over management of Hams Hall railfreight terminal. 

2002 Apr - Welsh Assembly Government concessionary travel scheme (‘Cerdyn Cymru’) 
entitles over-60s and registered disabled people to uniform free off-peak travel 
on all stage carriage bus services. 

2002 May - Gibb’s (refrigerated hauliers), Fraserburgh, cease operation. 

2002 May ? Virgin abandons surviving train names. 

2002 May  8 DTLR confirms intention to seek private partnerships for London Underground 
infracos. Each company will have legal ownership of fixed and rolling assets for 
30 years but LUL will hold a Special Share in each and have power to restrict 
its economic activity, as well as setting strategic priorities and managing 
operation. 

2002 May 10 Potters Bar accident: EMU derailed on faulty points (7 killed). As successor to 
Railtrack, Network Rail is fined £3M on 13 May 2011 under the Health and 
Safety at Work Act in a prosecution brought by the ORR. 

2002 May 16 The East Lancashire (Heywood Extension) Light Railway Order 2002, 2002 No. 
1384, comes into force, the last English LRO. 

2002 May 16 easyJet announces purchase of go. 

2002 May 17 Superfast Ferries (Greece) inaugurate Rosyth–Zeebrugge service with ro-pax 
ferry MS Superfast X. 

2002 May 24 Falkirk Wheel officially opens: rotary boat lift connecting Forth & Clyde and 
Union Canals, the latter reopening throughout for leisure traffic. 

2002 May 28 Stephen Byers resigns as Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government 
and the Regions. 

2002 May 30 Department for Transport established. Alistair Darling (Lab.) appointed 
Secretary of State (until 5 May 2006), moving from the Department for Work 
and Pensions with Rachel Lomax as Permanent Under-Secretary, the first 
female to hold this office in the DfT. 

2002 May 31 City Sightseeing (Ensignbus) absorbs Guide Friday tourist bus operation 
nationally. 

2002 May end BR Leeds station rebuilding completed (planned 1997). 

2002 Jun  1 Virgin West Coast last runs ‘Royal Scot’ as a named train. 



2002 Jun  1 Production version of National Public Transport Access Node (NaPTAN) 
database of public transport stops goes live, sponsored by Department for 
Transport. 

2002 Jun  2 Articulated buses first enter regular London service, Mercedes Citaro, with Go-
Ahead Group subsidiaries on Red Arrow routes 507 and 521.. 

2002 Jun 11 Royal Train steam-hauled on National Rail from Holyhead by 6233 Duchess of 
Sutherland* for Queen Elizabeth II’s Golden Jubilee year. 

2002 Jun 17 EWS timber train derails at Quintinshill due to bearing failure. 

2002 Jun 21 Lough Foyle Ferry Co. begins operation, Magilligan–Greencastle, with MV 
Carrigaloe. 

2002 Jul - Work starts on Channel Tunnel Rail Link 2 Thames tunnel bore at Thurrock. 

2002 Jul - Merlin Rail Ltd established as charter train operator. 

2002 Jul  1 Rochdale Canal officially reopens throughout. 

2002 Jul 12 Ribble Link Trust/The Waterways Trust/BW open Millennium Ribble Link for 
leisure traffic, making navigable the Savick Brook from the Lancaster Canal at 
Preston into the tidal river (2½ miles/4.3 km, 8 locks) giving access to the rest 
of the inland waterways network as planned in the 18th century, the first 
substantive new through navigation since 1894 (first boat passage Jul 10; 
official opening Sep 20; Ove Arup & Partners, engineers). 

2002 Jul 18 British European renamed Flybe. 

2002 Jul 23 Virgin West Coast introduces class 390 Pendolino trains, Euston–Manchester 
Piccadilly. These are the last production from the ALSTOM (ex Metro-Cammell) 
Washwood Heath works. 

2002 Aug 19 Virgin CrossCountry runs its last daily timetabled (diesel) locomotive-hauled 
train, 08.45 Penzance–Birmingham New Street (47 840*/7). 

2002 Aug 19 EuroManx airline begins operations (ceases 9 May 2008). 

2002 Sep - Metroshuttle zero-fare bus routes introduced in Manchester city centre. 

2002 Sep  2 EWS last uses class 58 diesel locomotive in Britain, 20 years after class 
introduced. 

2002 Sep 29?Virgin CrossCountry introduces ‘Operation Princess’: clock-face timetable of 
class 220 Voyager 4-car DEMUs. 24% passenger growth in first month, but 
service badly affected by infrastructure problems. 

2002 Sep 29? Cambrian line services transfer to Wales & Borders Trains from Central Trains. 

2002 Oct  1 Connex Transport Jersey (Veolia; trading as Mybus) takes States franchise for 
island-wide bus operation. 

2002 Oct  1 NorthLink Orkney & Shetland Ferries Ltd (CalMac/Royal Bank of Scotland) 
takes over operation of Northern Isles contract from P&O. 

2002 Oct  3 National rail infrastructure purchased from Railtrack by Network Rail Ltd (a 
guarantee company). 

2002 Oct 15 P&O acquires remaining 40% shareholding in P&O Stena Line, which is 
renamed P&O Ferries. 

2002 Oct 21 TfL Lots Road generating station officially shuts down. 

2002 Nov  4 Consignia Holdings plc is renamed Royal Mail Holdings plc and its operating 
subsidiary, Consignia plc, is renamed Royal Mail Group plc. 

2002 Dec - Hays Commercial Services and TPG Post UK become first companies licenced 
to offer bulk mail services in competition with Royal Mail. 

2002 Dec  4 Metroline plc acquires Cummer Commercials Ltd, Galway, operating as Citylink 
Express, to develop Citylink coach operations in Ireland. 



2002 Dec  9 Announcement that Wincanton plc is acquiring P&O Trans European. 

2002 Dec 15 P&O closes Dover–Zeebrugge ferry service. 

2002 Dec 13 RNLI places first rescue hovercraft on station, H-002 Hurley Flyer at 
Morecambe. 

2002 Dec 31 Control of London Underground Infraco JNP passes to Tube Lines Ltd (owned 
by Jarvis JNP Ltd, JNP Ventures Ltd (subsidiary of Amey UK plc) and UIC 
Transport Ltd (subsidiary of Bechtel Enterprises Holdings Inc. of US)) under 
PPP. 

 2003 

2003 No fatal or serious rail accidents during year. 

2003 FGE AC electric class 360/1 and SWT DC electric class 450/0 EMUs begin to 
enter service during year, first Siemens Desiro MUs for UK (leased from Angel 
Trains). 

2003 -- - EWS takes over Rail Charter Services. 

2003 -- - IÉ introduces Commuter brand for Dublin area services. 

2003 -- - Remaining Ellerman Lines shipping business sold to Hamburg Süd. 

2003 Jan ? Sovereign London (bus operator) sold to Transdev as London Sovereign. 

2003 Jan  1 Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd (subsidiary of BMW) acquires rights to Rolls-Royce 
brand for cars and moves production to new plant at Goodwood (last Rolls-
Royce from Crewe 30 Aug 2002); Bentley Motors Ltd (subsidiary of 
Volkswagen) acquires rights to Bentley brand for cars and acquires former 
Rolls-Royce plant at Crewe. 

2003 Jan 31 Death of Eusty (Eustace) Rogers, last traditional Severn coracle maker (b. 
1914). 

2003 Feb  7 London Traffic Control Centre officially opened. 

2003 Feb 12 Jet2 begins operation as low-cost airline out of Leeds Bradford Airport. 

2003 Feb 17 London Congestion Charge introduced on traffic entering central London 
Congestion Charge Zone. 

2003 Mar  3 Three (owned by Hutchison Whampoa) offers third generation (3G) mobile 
phone and data services. 

2003 Mar 24 Ro-ro carrier Anvil Point handed over to Andrew Weir Shipping Ltd, the last 
ship built by Harland & Wolff in Belfast. 

2003 Mar 29 The Cob at Porthmadog is bought by the Welsh Assembly Government and the 
road toll discontinued. 

2003 Mar 31 Department of Health 3-wheel Invacar ceases to be road-legal. Disabled 
drivers are now supplied with adapted ordinary cars. 

2003 Apr  1 Rail Safety & Standards Board set up. 

2003 Apr  1 BT closes Rugby Radio Station (GBR, Hillmorton). 

2003 Apr  3 Vehicle & Operator Services Agency established by merger of Vehicle 
Inspectorate and Traffic Area Network as an executive agency of the 
Department for Transport to supervise vehicle testing and vehicle, operator and 
route licensing, in support of Traffic Commissioners. 

2003 Apr  4 Control of remaining London Underground infracos passes to Metronet Rail 
(owned by Adtranz, W.S. Atkins plc, Balfour Beatty plc, Seeboard and Thames 
Water plc) under PPP. 

2003 Apr  4 BW officially reopens Montgomery Canal (Llanymynech branch of Ellesmere 
Canal) Aston Locks to boats, extending navigation to Gronwen. 



2003 May - TfL sets up Directorate of Traffic Operations to run road traffic management 
(including London Traffic Control Centre), some functions being transferred 
from Metropolitan Police. 

2003 May 15 States of Guernsey takes over Aurigny Air Services. 

2003 May 31 Post Office Railway (London) last operates (morning). 

2003 Jun - Lartigue Monorailway Restoration Committee opens short museum section of 
replica Listowel & Ballybunion monorail at Listowel, using diesel-powered 
replica train built by Alan Keef. 

2003 Jun  9 National Roads Authority officially opens N1 Northern Motorway tolled cable-
stayed Boyne River Bridge in Irish Republic (main span 170 m of total 352.5 m 
(558 ft of 1156 ft; Roughan & O’Donovan, designers)). 

2003 Jun 16 Opening of James Joyce Bridge over Liffey in Dublin (steel arch with 
suspended deck; 40 m (130 ft) span; Santiago Calatrava, designer; Irishenco 
Construction and Harland & Wolff, contractors). 

2003 Jun 26 Chesterfield Canal reopened throughout in Rotherham, Shireoaks (Worksop)–
Kiveton Park (Norwood Tunnel). 

2003 Jun 27 SRA announces termination of Connex South Eastern franchise. 

2003 Jun 30 TfL introduces Oyster card, carrying prepaid credits and using RFID technology 
developed by TranSys consortium. 

2003 Jul 10 Railways & Transport Safety Act: replaces Office of the Rail Regulator by Office 
of Rail Regulation; creates Rail Accident Investigation Branch (of DfT) and 
Railway Safety Levy; incorporates COTIF into British law; provides for transfer of 
BTP from SRA to new police authority; introduces alcohol limits for those in 
charge of water- and aircraft. 

2003 Jul 10 Greenburn Light Railway (Scotland) Order 2003, 2003 No. 359, signed, coming 
into force Jul 11, the last LRO. 

2003 Jul 15 LUL transfers to TfL; LRT wound up. 

2003 Jul 20 Arriva Trains Merseyside transfer to Serco-NedRailways partnership as 
Merseyrail Electrics on 25-year concession from Merseytravel (NedRailways 
being a subsidiary of Nederlandse Spoorwegen). 

2003 Jul 30 Eurostar sets British speed record for electric traction, 334 km/h (208 mph) on 
Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 

2003 Jul 30 Last Volkswagen “Beetle” car off production line at Puebla, Mexico. (1998 
model based on Golf platform last off line* 10 Jul 2019.) 

2003 Aug 11 Wilts & Dorset (including Damory) sold to Go South Coast (Go-Ahead Group). 

2003 Aug 23 London central area bus pay-before-you-board scheme. 

2003 Sep  1 BW completes restructuring of its operations into ten waterway units. 

2003 Sep  1 Crawley Fastway bus system introduced in Gatwick area with extensive bus 
lane and guided busway network funded by PPP and operated by Metrobus. 

2003 Sep 16 Channel Tunnel Rail Link section 1 opens. Ownership is handed over from Rail 
Link Engineering to Union Railways (South) and transferred to London & 
Continental Stations & Property. Eurostar services use line from Sep 28. 

2003 Sep 26 Network Rail creates subsidiary Network Rail (CTRL) Ltd (later renamed 
Network Rail (High Speed) Ltd) to manage CTRL infrastructure. 

2003 Sep 28? North Wales coast line services transfer to Wales & Borders Trains from First 
North Western. 

2003 Oct  6 Introduction of new national rail rule book. 

2003 Oct 24 Concorde makes last commercial flight, BA G-BOAG*, New York JFK–Heathrow. 



2003 Oct end? Regular winter helicopter service to Lundy from Hartland Point commences. 

2003 Nov  1 (or 2004?) Haulier Eddie Stobart Ltd sold by Edward Stobart to WA 
Developments (International) of Appleby, owned by William Stobart and 
Andrew Tinkler. 

2003 Nov  9 South Eastern Trains (an SRA subsidiary, trading as southeastern) takes over 
operation from Connex South Eastern. 

2003 Nov 13 First female railway company managing director, Dyan Crowther, Arriva Trains 
Northern. 

2003 Nov 13 David Hare’s docudrama on railway privatisation The Permanent Way opens at 
the Theatre Royal, York. 

2003 Dec - GNER commences trial operation of on-train Wi-Fi for passengers. 

2003 Dec - Aberllefenni Quarry, Lower Corris, ceases extraction, last to use a narrow 
gauge railway system in the commercial Welsh slate industry. 

2003 Dec - Highways Agency opens National Traffic Control Centre, Birmingham. 

2003 Dec  2 Central Japan Railway experimental Maglev sets world speed record for guided 
traction (with passengers), 581 km/h (361 mph), Yamanashi Maglev Test Line. 

2003 Dec  7 Wales & Borders Trains transfers from National Express Group to Arriva as 
Arriva Trains Wales. 

2003 Dec  9 M6 toll motorway, Birmingham Northern Relief Road, opens under DBO 
concession to Midland Expressway Ltd (subsidiary of Macquarie Infrastructure 
Group, Sydney). Provision is made for Lichfield & Hatherton canal crossing. 

 2004 

2004  Mobile phone ownership exceeds 100% of the population. 

2004 -- - FirstGroup establishes First Rail Support as rail replacement coach service 
contractor (Maurice Duckworth, managing director). 

2004 -- - Regulations permit 15 m coaches. 

2004 -- - Government-subsidised 50% reduction in coach fares for over-60s and 
disabled (continues in England until 31 Oct 2011). 

2004 -- - Iveco transfer truck production from Seddon Atkinson Oldham plant to Madrid. 

2004 Jan  4 Under-11 residents can travel free on London buses. 

2004 Jan 10 EWS runs last operating Travelling Post Office for Royal Mail, 00.55 Bristol 
Parkway–Penzance. 

2004 Jan 12–26  Cunard cruise liner RMS Queen Mary 2 (floated out at Chantiers de 
l'Atlantique (ALSTOM), Saint-Nazaire, 21 Mar 2003) makes maiden 
transatlantic voyage, Southampton–Fort Lauderdale. She has the largest linear 
dimensions of any passenger ship worldwide (length 345 m/1132 ft) and at 
148,528 tg will have the largest tonnage for two years. 

2004 Feb - UK Mail become first company with downstream agreement for its consolidated 
bulk mail to enter Royal Mail delivery offices. 

2004 Feb - TfL launches Making London a walkable city: The Walking Plan for London, 
promoting a Strategic Walks Network, initially based on six long-distance 
recreational routes with the City of London Corporation as lead local authority 
for their development. 

2004 Feb  6 RMT votes to permit union branches to affiliate to political parties of their 
choice, thereby disaffiliating itself from the Labour Party. 

2004 Feb  9 QJump, the NatEx online rail ticket sales operation, announces it is to be 
merged into Trainline. 

2004 Feb 21 Wellington Quay accident, Dublin: bus runs into queuing passengers (5 killed). 



2004 Mar - EWS runs last service for Royal Mail. 

2004 Mar  9 Nottingham Express Transit (NET) Light Rapid Transit system opens to public 
throughout. 

2004 Mar 29 A fire in Guardian Underground Telephone Exchange, Manchester, cuts 130K 
lines. 

2004 Apr - Scottish Executive takes over funding responsibility for ScotRail franchise. 

2004 Apr - Highways Agency deploys its first traffic officers, in the midlands. 

2004 Apr  1 First Great Western (Great Western Train Co. Ltd) takes over Thames Trains 
franchise operated as First Great Western Link (First Thames Trains Ltd: Alison 
Forster, managing director from this date); National Express Group begins 
Greater Anglia franchise operated as ‘one’ Anglia (London Eastern Railway) 
incorporating Anglia Railways, First Great Eastern and WAGN West Anglia; 
routes from Arriva Trains Northern transfer to First/Keolis TransPennine as 
TransPenninExpress. 

2004 Apr  5 National Railway Museum announces its acquisition of ex-LNER Pacific 4472 
Flying Scotsman* from Flying Scotsman plc through public appeal. 

2004 Apr 19 NIR takes delivery of 23 3-car 3000 class, its first second-generation DMUs, 
from Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles (CAF), largest ever NIR 
investment in rolling stock. First to enter passenger service Nov 24. 

2004 May - Blackpool Transport’s last double-deck ‘Millennium’ tram (rebuilt from ‘Balloon’) 
724 enters service. 

2004 May - Royal Mail introduces red rubber bands in Northern Area; national roll-out from 
Dec. 

2004 May 19 SpeedFerries begins operation of Dover–Boulogne low-cost service with high-
speed InCat catamaran SpeedOne (Kurt Stavis, manager). 

2004 May 30 GoVia’s South Central TOC renamed New Southern Railway Co. Ltd 
(Southern). 

2004 Jun 15 Government announces abolition of Strategic Rail Authority. 

2004 Jun 30 Luas Dublin Light Rapid Transit Green Line officially opens (1435 mm gauge), 
chiefly on former Harcourt Street line heavy rail formation. 

2004 Jul  1 BTP transfers from SRA to new police authority, under terms of Railways & 
Transport Safety Act 2003. 

2004 Jul  5 Office of Rail Regulation supersedes Office of the Rail Regulator, under terms 
of Railways & Transport Safety Act 2003. 

2004 Jul 17 First section of Lynton & Barnstaple Railway (60 cm/2 ft gauge, closed 1935) 
reopened as heritage line. 

2004 Jul 20 Government White Paper The Future of Transport proposes sustained increase 
in investment (including a Transport Innovation Fund) and improvements in 
transport management and planning through to 2030. 

2004 Jul 29 IÉ replaces locomotive-hauled trains on Dublin–Rosslare Europort services by 
DMUs, the first such large-scale substitution in the Irish Republic. 

2004 Sep - Britannia Airways rebranded under style of its associated company as 
Thomsonfly. 

2004 Sep  1 Commission for Taxi Regulation established in Irish Republic, under terms of 
Taxi Regulation Act 2003. 

2004 Sep 25 Locomotion outstation of the National Railway Museum opens at Shildon 

2004 Sep 27 Virgin West Coast class 390 Pendolino (Super Voyager) trains begin 125 mph 
(200 km/h) tilt operation, London–Crewe. 



2004 Sep 28 Luas Dublin Light Rapid Transit Red Line officially opens, partly on new right of 
way and former Grand Canal formation. 

2004 Oct  1 Aer Rianta Teo. reconstituted as Dublin Airport Authority plc, under terms of 
State Airports Act (Great Southern Hotels sold 2006). 

2004 Oct 17 ScotRail transfers to FirstGroup from National Express Group as First ScotRail. 

2004 Nov  6 FGW Ufton Nervet accident: express collides with car left deliberately on AHB 
level crossing (7 killed). 

2004 Nov 18 SRA publishes Community Rail Development Strategy, encouraging local 
partnerships to promote branch lines. 

2004 Dec - First implementation of European Rail Traffic Management System, on new 
RENFE high-speed line AVE Zaragoza–Huesca (Level 1, installed by ALSTOM). 

2004 Dec  6 GBRf reintroduces rail carriage of Royal Mail using class 325 EMUs on WCML. 

2004 Dec 12 Serco-NedRailways partnership takes over Northern Rail franchise. 

2004 Dec 12 First Dec-start national rail timetable, complying with European Directive 
2002/844/EC. 

2004 Dec 13 British Transport Police recruits Community Police Support Officers in London 
and Liverpool 

2004 Dec 15 Arklow Shipping Nederland B.V. takes over Heinrich Hanno & Co B.V., 
Rotterdam. 

2004 Dec 21 Scottish Executive abolishes tolls on Skye Bridge, having bought out the 
owners. 

2004 Dec 24 Jarvis transfers its 33% share in Tube Lines to Amey (since 2003 a subsidiary 
of Grupo Ferrovial SA (Spain)) giving the latter a majority holding. 

2004 late British Coal withdraws standard-gauge 0-6-0DH Barclay works no. 615* on 
closure of Gascoigne Wood Colliery, the last surface locomotive in the coal 
industry. 

 2005 

2005 3bn rail passenger journeys during year, the highest number since 1958. 

2005 Narrow gauge saddle tank locomotives completed during year to traditional 
designs of Hunslet (Statfold) and Kerr, Stuart (delivered as Corris Railway 7, 
May 17). 

2005 84M items in Royal Mail letter post during year, all-time peak. 

2005 - Serco takes over operation of Network Rail infrastructure monitoring trains from 
EWS. 

2005 -- - First and Stagecoach introduce Plaxton-bodied coaches with wheelchair lift in 
main (front) entrance. 

2005 - Opening of Gatwick Airport Pier 6 served by world’s longest passenger 
footbridge (197 m). 

2005 Jan - FM Rail Ltd (Derby), spot-hire and charter operator, formed by merger of 
Fragonset Railways Ltd and Merlin Rail Ltd. 

2005 Jan - Airport Concessions Development Ltd (majority shareholder, Abertis 
Infraestructuras SA, Spain) takes over TBI plc, owner/operator of Belfast 
International, Cardiff and London Luton airports. 

2005 Jan  1 Deadline under Railway Safety Regulations (1999) regulation 5 for stock to be 
fitted with central door locking. 

2005 Jan 20 Irish Republic converts to metric road speed limits. 60 mph (96.56 km/h) 
national speed limit abandoned. 



2005 Feb - Barrington Cement Works (Cambs.) ceases to use internal rail system, the last 
standard-gauge quarry railway in operation. 

2005 Feb c. Department for Transport launches Transport Direct website giving comparative 
travel information covering public and private transport. 

2005 Feb 22 Results of referendum in Edinburgh show majority against introduction of 
congestion charge there. 

2005 Mar 22 Touring coach operators Wallace Arnold and Shearings merge as WA 
Shearings, having been acquired by 3i in 1997 and Feb 2005 respectively. 
Rebranded Sep 2007 as Shearings Holidays. 

2005 Mar 29 Rotala set up as bus operator. 

2005 Mar 30 First trial digital switchover of terrestrial television broadcasts begins with the 
turning off of the analogue signal to the Ferryside area of south Wales. 

2005 Apr - Advenza Freight taken over by Cotswold Rail. 

2005 Apr  1 DRS transfers from BNFL to Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (a public 
body), under terms of Energy Act 2004. 

2005 Apr  7 Railways Act: regulatory responsibilities of Strategic Rail Authority in England 
and Wales transfer to Department for Transport Rail Group and in Scotland to 
Scottish Executive; consumer protection licencing transfers from SRA to Office 
of Rail Regulation; safety functions transfer from Health & Safety Executive to 
ORR; changes role of Rail Passengers Council and abolishes local committees; 
amends closure procedures; reduces powers of PTEs but gives equivalent 
power to TfL; provides for franchising of rail replacement bus services. 

2005 Apr  8 Traditional Traction Ltd (Sible Hedingham) set up as a locomotive hire 
consortium for first-generation diesels. 

2005 Apr 22 Death of David Hutchings, canal restorer (b. 1927). 

2005 Apr 28 Robin Hood Airport Doncaster Sheffield opens on site of RAF Finningley 
(closed 1996), owned by Vancouver Airport Services and Peel Airports. 

2005 May - Nicola Shaw takes office as managing director, FirstGroup UK bus operations. 

2005 May 23 Navan accident: school bus overturns (5 killed). 

2005 Jun 12 Heathrow Connect local train service, operated by Heathrow Express in 
conjunction with FGW, begins. 

2005 Jun 17 Agreement for Wightlink Shipping Ltd to be sold to Macquarie European 
Infrastructure Fund. 

2005 Jun 30 Gerrards Cross accident, Chiltern line, 19.30: tunnel under construction over 
tracks to accommodate Tesco store collapses due to incorrect infill procedures. 

2005 Jun 30 Completion of M50 Dublin ring road. Includes aqueduct for Royal Canal. 

2005 Jul  5 Southern Vectis (including Solent Blue Line) sold to Go South Coast (Go-
Ahead Group). 

2005 Jul  7 Four suicide bombings on London’s Transport (56 killed). 

2005 Jul 21 Four attempted bombings on London’s Transport. On Jul 22 Jean Charles de 
Menezes, mistaken for a terrorist suspect, is shot dead by Metropolitan Police 
officers on a train at Stockwell station. 

2005 Jul 23 Uttoxeter Canal Top Lock reopened. 

2005 Jul 23 Nanjing Automotive buys MG Rover from administrators. 

2005 Jul 24 Passenger Focus established, superseding rail passengers’ committees and 
council.  

2005 Aug  5 Transport (Scotland) Act, provides for creation of statutory Regional Transport 
Partnerships, charging them with production of Regional Transport Strategies; 



for co-ordination of road works; setting up of national concessionary fares 
schemes; and modifications to harbour and other transport legislation. 

2005 Sep - Peel Holdings take over Mersey Docks & Harbour Co. (incorporating Heysham 
(acquired 2001), Medway Ports, and Roadferry Ltd (acquired 2000)). 

2005 Sep - Parcels carrier Lynx sold to UPS by Bridgepoint Capital. 

2005 Sep 26 First Great Western operate last domestic Motorail service, attached to Fri 
‘Night Riviera’, Paddington–Penzance. 

2005 Sep 30 EWS announces that its rolling stock services, refurbishment, leasing and 
suspension business (incorporating Marcroft Engineering and Probotec) has 
been brought together under the Axiom Rail brand. (Probotec Ltd, formerly 
Powell Duffryn, went into administration Apr and was acquired by EWS c. May.) 

2005 Sep 30 P&O Ferries makes last crossing from Portsmouth, on Le Havre route. This 
service is taken over by LD Lines. 

2005 Oct - Responsibilities of Strategic Rail Authority in Scotland transfer to Scottish 
Executive Transport Directorate. 

2005 Oct - Leicestershire County Council (Ashby Canal Extension) Order granted for 
restoration, Snarestone–Measham, the first Transport & Works Order for a 
waterway. Reinstatement of a section at Moira is also completed this year. 

2005 Oct  4 Northern Lighthouse Board decommissions its last Scottish lighthouse foghorn, 
at Skerryvore. 

2005 Oct 19 Isle of Man Steam Packet sold to Macquarie Bank (Sydney). 

2005 Oct 20 CP Ships sold to TUI AG, parent of Hapag-Lloyd AG. 

2005 Nov  1 Department of Transport (Irish Republic) announces Transport 21 integrated 
infrastructure plan: completion of motorway system; Luas extensions; Dublin 
Metro North and West; DART Underground (Dublin’s Interconnector, for 
completion 2015, later amended to 2018); other DART improvements; 
reopening to passengers of IÉ Clonsilla–Navan, Cork–Midleton, and Western 
Railway Corridor; expansion of Dublin Bus capacity. 

2005 Nov  6 DFDS Seaways last operates Harwich–Cuxhaven ferry route (with MS Duchess 
of Scandinavia), last direct passenger ferry to Germany. 

2005 Nov  7 Hoverspeed permanently ceases operation of its last (SeaCat) route Dover–
Calais. 

2005 Nov 14 Stagecoach Group introduces Megatrain branding on some rail services, 
initially on SWT, with low prebooked (yield managed) fare structure. 

2005 Nov 14 Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation management taken over by IWA subsidiary 
Essex Waterways Ltd, the company of proprietors having gone into 
administration. 

2005 Nov 26 Southern runs last slam-door MU train out of London, 11.06 Victoria–Brighton (3 
x 4-Vep; last regular working by Southern Aug 19; by Southeastern Oct 7, 
18.04 Cannon Street–Ashford). 

2005 Nov 30 Sale of telecommunications operator O2 by BT to Telefónica agreed. 

2005 Dec  1 National Express buys Spanish coach & bus operator Alsa from Cosmen 
family; Cosmen takes interest in NatEx. 

2005 Dec  2 DLR extends Canning Town–King George V, via London City Airport. 

2005 Dec  7 China Railway operates world’s last steam-hauled regularly scheduled mainline 
commercial passenger train, Daban–Chabuga, hauled by QJ class 7081. 

2005 Dec  9 Last commercial (non-tourist) operation of Routemaster bus in London, after 50 
years: Arriva London South (Brixton Garage) RM2217* (the last standard-
length RM built) on route 159, Marble Arch–Streatham Hill (14.00) (Winston 



Briscoe, driver; Lloyd Licorish, conductor). Last use of conductors to collect 
fares on London buses in commercial operation. 

2005 Dec 12 Reopening to passengers of Vale of Glamorgan line, Barry Town–Bridgend (29 
km/18 miles) with stations at Llantwit Major and Rhoose for Cardiff International 
Airport and services provided by Arriva Trains Wales; also of branch reinstated 
to Larkhall from Argyle line (6.4km/4 miles, electrified). 

2005 Dec 13 Exel plc sold to DHL (having acquired Tibbett & Britten 2004). 

2005 Dec 14 Stagecoach Group buys Traction Group bus companies. 

 2006 

2006  Major transport operators introduce PlusBus ticketing (local bus add-ons to rail 
fares) across UK during year. 

2006 -- - Jarvis close Poppleton Nurseries, York. 

2006 -- - City Link express delivery service sold to Rentokil Initial. 

2006 -- - Australian shipping conference disbanded. 

2006 Jan - West Coast Motors take over Glasgow Citybus. 

2006 Jan  1 Transport Scotland begins operations as agency of Scottish Executive. 
Responsibilities include national concessionary bus fare scheme. 

2006 Jan  1 Letter post market open to any licenced operator. 

2006 Jan  5 Blazefield Holdings (bus operator, chiefly in northern England) sold to 
Transdev. 

2006 Feb  7 Cargo-D set up as spot hire passenger ROSCO and freight logistics company. 

2006 Feb  8 Wrightbus Electrocity hybrid turbine-powered single-deck buses enter service 
with London Central. 

2006 Feb 13 Crosville Motor Services name reregistered at Weston-super-Mare. Ceases 
trading 21 Apr 2018. 

2006 Feb 14 Rockhopper airline of Jersey rebrands as Blue Island and develops inter-island 
services. 

2006 Feb 28 Railway Benefit Institution renamed Railway Benefit Fund (RBF). 

2006 Feb end Office for National Statistics reclassifies London & Continental Railways as a 
public sector company. 

2006 Mar–2007 Jan  TransPenninExpress introduces class 185 Desiro units built by Siemens 
Mobility at Uerdingen from its Ardwick depot, the last rail vehicles with hydraulic 
transmission introduced in Britain. 

2006 Mar - National Express introduces Caetano Levante easy access coach body to its 
specfication on Volvo B12B chassis; it is later offered on other chassis, 
including Scania K-series 6x2. 

2006 Mar - DP World (Dubai government-owned port operator) takes over P&O (agreed 
Feb 13). 

2006 Mar 23 ORR confirms licence to Grand Central Railway Co. Ltd (subsidiary of Fraser 
Eagle Group) for open access operation of East Coast Main Line passenger 
services from Sunderland. 

2006 Mar 31 Wessex Traincare Ltd closes Eastleigh Works. 

2006 Apr  1 Capital Connect rail passenger service franchise passes from Thameslink and 
Great Northern to FirstGroup as First Capital Connect; Greater Western rail 
passenger service franchise passes from Great Western and Wessex wholly to 
FirstGroup; Integrated Kent franchise (rail passenger) passes from South 
Eastern Trains (SRA) to Southeastern (GoVia). Rail safety functions transfer to 
ORR from Health & Safety Executive, under terms of Railways Act 2005. Welsh 



Assembly Government assumes responsibility for Wales & Borders rail 
passenger operating franchise. 

2006 Apr  1 Powers and functions of Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority and 
Executive transfer to (previously-voluntary) Strathclyde Partnership for 
Transport (SPT), under terms of Transport (Scotland) Act 2005; except rail 
functions which transfer to Transport Scotland. Remaining Regional Transport 
Partnerships set up Dec 2005 under terms of Act, some having previously 
existed in voluntary form, begin operation: South West of Scotland Transport 
Partnership (SWestrans); South East of Scotland Transport Partnership 
(SEStran); Highlands & Islands Transport Partnership (HITRANS); North East 
of Scotland Transport Partnership (Nestrans); Tayside & Central Scotland 
Transport Partnership (tactran); Shetland’s Transport Partnership (ZetTrans). 

2006 Apr  1 Railway Documentation & Drawing Services Ltd (management of pre-1996 
rolling stock drawings and documentation) transfers from BRB (Residuary) to 
control of Rail Safety & Standards Board (full legal transfer 30 Mar 2007). 

2006 Apr 10 Railways & Other Guided Transport Systems (Safety) Regulations (ROGS) 
principally come into effect. Require all railway organisations to make a safety 
submission to HMRI, superseding 1994 regulations. From Oct 1 safety 
verification to be undertaken by an independent competent person. 

2006 Apr 10 Moto motorway service areas sold by Compass Group to consortium led by 
Macquarie Bank (Sydney). 

2006 May–Sep  New platforms open at Marylebone station, for Chiltern Railways. 

2006 May  8 FirstGroup introduces ftr in York: Wrightbus/Volvo articulated StreetCar buses 
with sophisticated features, partnership with local authority to improve traffic 
priorities, and (originally) on-street ticketing. 

2006 May 10 Fastline (Jarvis) operates its first rail freight service, Doncaster–Thamesport. 

2006 May 14 Announcement of extension of TfL Oystercard scheme more extensively to BR 
services. 

2006 May 18 European Airbus (part built in Britain) makes its first flight to London Heathrow. 

2006 Jun - EWS subsidiary Euro Cargo Rail commences open access freight train 
operation in France (from Calais). 

2006 Jun  6 BAA sold to Grupo Ferrovial SA (Spain). 

2006 Jun  9 LUL runs last East London line trains to Shoreditch. 

2006 Jul  1 Northern Isles ferry contract passes to NorthLink Ferries Ltd (subsidiary of 
David MacBrayne Ltd (revived from dormancy), owned by Scottish Executive). 

2006 Jul  1 EireGrid plc takes over management of Irish electricity grid. 

2006 Jul  3 Highways Agency and Sheppey Route open A249 Sheppey Crossing (fixed 
multi-span steel girder viaduct; Capita Symonds and Cass Hayward, designers) 
under DBFO contract. 

2006 Jul 10 IÉ begins introduction of Mk IV InterCity Trains (built by CAF, Beasain, Spain) 
into passenger service on Dublin–Cork services worked push-pull by 201 class 
locomotives from stock (first revenue use May 22). 

2006 Jul 15 Manx2 airline begins operations; its aircraft are flown by other European 
aviation companies. 

2006 Jul 17 RFA Lyme Bay is towed from Swan Hunter’s Wallsend yard for fitting out, last 
ship built on the Tyne. 

2006 Jun 21 Trainline sold to Exponent Private Equity by joint owners NatEx, Stagecoach 
and Virgin. 

2006 Jul mid Last Foden truck* comes off Leyland Vehicles production line. 



2006 Aug - Corus Rail last rolls railway rails at Moss Bay steelworks, Workington, 
production being transferred to Scunthorpe. 

2006 Aug - Associated British Ports sold to ABP Acquisitions (UK) Ltd, subsidiary of ABP 
(Jersey) Ltd, consortium of investment companies (to include Borealis). 

2006 Aug - East London Bus Group sold by Stagecoach Group to Macquarie Bank 
(Sydney). 

2006 Aug 30 Wilts & Berks Canal Trust opens new Jubilee Junction from Thames, Abingdon. 

2006 Sep 19 Stobart Rail begins daily Daventry–Grangemouth freight service under 3-year 
contract to Tesco, diesel locomotives being provided by DRS. 

2006 Oct - AMEC SPIE begins rail freight operation. 

2006 Oct  1 Stagecoach introduces Wi-Fi access on Oxford Tube high-frequency express 
coach service to London (using Telabria Networks MobilAPi sytem; also 
including mTracker real-time vehicle tracking). 

2006 Oct  1 Caledonian MacBrayne split into Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (assets and 
ownership of CalMac brand) and CalMac Ferries Ltd (subsidiary of David 
MacBrayne – operating). 

2006 Nov 14 Announcement that Channel Tunnel Rail Link is to be known as High Speed 1. 

2006 Nov 28 BT inaugurates 21CN digital telephone network, Cardiff. 

2006 Dec - Chiltern Railways introduces E-Day ticketing downloaded to mobile phones. 

2006 Dec - Victa Westlink Rail established as freight operator. 

2006 Dec - SCA Transport (former Reed Transport) sold by Svenska Cellulosa 
Aktiebolaget to Transport Development Group. 

2006 Dec  1 London City Airport acquired jointly by Global Infrastructure Partners and AIG 
Financial Products Corporation from Airport Management & Investment Ltd. 
(GIP, New York, is a joint venture between Credit Suisse and GE Infrastructure 
(General Electric); AIG-FP, London, is a subsidiary of American International 
Corporation Inc.; following a major liquidity crisis for the latter, GIP acquires the 
majority interest (with Highstar Capital taking a minority share) early Oct 2008.) 

2006 Dec 13 Powers for Network Rail to proceed with final version of Thameslink 2000 
infrastructure improvement come into effect, under terms of Network Rail 
(Thameslink 2000) Order 2006. Government funding confirmed  24 Jul 2007; 
projected completion 2015; actual completion c.2019. 

2006 Dec 15 ORR agrees that East Coast Main Line passenger franchise is to be retendered 
following financial difficulties of Sea Containers, parent of GNER (who continue 
to operate temporarily). 

2006 Dec 19 Administrators appointed for FM Rail. 

2006 Dec 20 Dublin City Council opens Dublin Port Tunnel to HGVs (to all traffic 28 Jan 
2007). 4.5 km (3 miles) twin bore (Haswell/Carl Bro, designers; Nishimatsu 
Mowlem Irishenco Consortium, contractors). 

2006 Dec 23 Traffic commissioner requires GM Buses (UK North) of Manchester, operating 
chiefly with Polish drivers, to suspend operations over Christmas period for 
safety reasons (operator ceases to trade 19 Jan 2007). 

2006 Dec 28 F.T. Everard Shipping Co. Ltd sold to James Fisher & Sons, merging two well-
established coasting fleets. 

2006 late - Knights Rail Services Ltd take over facilities at Eastleigh works for leased 
storage. 

 2007 

2007 -- - Network Rail replaces electromechanical train indicators at Liverpool Street 
station by all-electric screens. 



2007 -- - Restoration work on Strabane Canal completed (but not to usable standard). 

2007 -- - City Link and Target Express delivery services merged. 

2007 -- ? Advenza Freight begins operation as subsidiary of Cotswold Rail. 

2007 early - BTP begins to police Glasgow Subway. 

2007 Jan - Downpatrick & County Down Railway completes restoration of Belfast & County 
Down bogie coach 148* to service from a grounded body, the first time this has 
been done in Ireland. 

2007 Jan  4 Peel Holdings announces purchase of Cammell Laird Birkenhead shipyard site. 

2007 Jan  7 Railway Vehicle Engineering Ltd (Derby) formed from parts of FM Rail. 

2007 Jan  8 Nemesis Rail Ltd (Lichfield) formed as a first-generation diesel locomotive 
operator. 

2007 Jan 12 c. IÉ operates last steam-heated passenger services in Ireland. 

2007 Feb - Old Dalby test track lease passes to Metronet (managed by Serco) for testing 
London Underground stock. 

2007 Feb - DAF/Wrightbus Pulsar Gemini HEV hybrid double-deck bus enters service with 
Arriva London on route 141, the world’s first hybrid double-decker. 

2007 Feb 23 Grayrigg accident: Virgin Pendolino train derails at speed on faulty points (1 
killed). No further passenger fatalities on Network Rail for at least 8 years. 

2007 Mar  5 Flybe acquires most operations of BA Connect. 

2007 Mar 12 IÉ opens Docklands, the first new heavy rail station to serve Dublin city centre 
since May 1891. 

2007 Mar 14 Transport Secretary announces that Government is to buy 1300 extra carriages 
for lease to TOCs to relieve overcrowding. 

2007 Mar 19 National Car Parks Ltd sold to Macquarie European Infrastructure Fund II. 

2007 Mar 20 Mainline Rail, new spot hire subsidiary of ECT, commences operation. ECT 
also acquires RT Rail shunter hire company. 

2007 Mar 21 Last APTIS rail tickets issued, Upminster. 

2007 Mar 23 Island Line (Isle of Wight) class 483 EMUs transfer from ROSCO HSBC to TOC’s 
ownership in a ceremony at Ryde Works. 

2007 Mar 24 First preserved AC electric locomotive to haul a passenger service, 86 101*, 
Carlisle/Crewe. 

2007 Mar 30 North Bay Railway (20 in./0.5 m gauge miniature) leased by Scarborough 
Corporation to North Bay Railway Co. Ltd. 

2007 Apr -  Heathrow NATS air traffic control tower becomes operational (Arup and Mott 
MacDonald, engineers). 

2007 Apr  2 SNCF modified TGV sets world speed record for conventional rail traction 
(electric), 574.8 km/h (356 mph) on LGV Est, Paris–Strasbourg. 

2007 Apr  3 Network Rail announces 2-year £2.4bn investment plan. 

2007 Apr  3 Heritage line operator North Yorkshire Moors Railway works its first regular 
(steam) services over Network Rail, Grosmont–Whitby, using Open Access 
Passenger Licence. 

2007 Apr  6–14 Railway Touring Company/West Coast Railway Company run first (of three) 
‘Great Britain’ railtours Paddington–Penzance–Thurso–King’s Cross using 
seven steam locomotives on various legs. 

2007 May - Colas Rail Ltd (subsidiary of Colas SA, Bouygues Group) created as 
infrastructure services company following merger of AMEC SPIE Rail and 
SECO Rail, Apr. 



2007 May  8 First public flight on publicly-subsidised air service between Anglesey Airport 
(newly-built at RAF Valley) and Cardiff International, originally operated by 
Highland Airways. 

2007 May 20 Last printed public National Rail Timetable published directly by railway industry 
(Network Rail) comes into operation. 

2007 May 23 New Taw Bridge opened to traffic downstream of Barnstaple (Halcrow, 
engineers). 

2007 May 24 Great Yarmouth Port acquired by International Port Holdings. IPH’s parent, IPH 
(Jersey) Ltd, acquired by Global Infrastructure Partners May 29. 

2007 Jun - Electric Traction Ltd offers AC locomotives for spot-hire. 

2007 Jun–2008 Mar 31 South Gloucestershire Bus & Coach bus operations sold to Rotala 
subsidiary Flights Hallmark trading as Wessex Connect. 

2007 Jun c. Portsmouth becomes first city to introduce blanket 20 mph (32 km/h) road 
speed limit in residential areas. 

2007 Jun 5 c. Red Funnel Group sold to Infracapital. 

2007 Jun  8 Last Orient Express, Paris–Vienna. 

2007 Jun 19 Severn Valley Railway is washed out in more than 40 locations by severe 
storm. (Officially reopens throughout 20 Mar 2008 at cost of £3.5M.) 

2007 Jun 27 DB Schenker (Deutsche Bahn AG) agrees takeover of EWS. 

2007 Jun 27 Chesterbus operations sold to FirstGroup. 

2007 Jul - N11 Gorey bypass (22 km) opens in Irish Republic, becoming first road in 
British Isles to display its UNECE international E-road network number, E-01. 

2007 Jul  1 General prohibition on smoking in public premises and vehicles in England, 
under terms of Health Act 2006. 

2007 Jul 15 Stagecoach Group takes over operation of Manchester Metrolink. 

2007 Jul 18 Metronet is at its request placed into special Administration following dispute 
about responsibility for cost overruns on its London Underground maintenance 
contract. 

2007 Jul 24 Department for Transport issues White Paper Delivering a Sustainable Railway, 
incorporating High Level Output Specification for 2009–14 and 30-year agenda 
for increasing capacity and achieving environmental objectives, rejecting 
Maglev proposals. 

2007 Jul 24 Cargo-D launches passenger excursion operation Rail-Blue Charters. 

2007 Aug  2 M1 completed throughout, Dublin–Newry (90 km), first motorway in Irish 
Republic finished end to end. 

2007 Aug 15 Eddie Stobart Ltd announce reverse acquisition of Westbury Property Fund Ltd 
becoming Stobart Group Ltd, including Westbury’s 50% interest in Victa 
Westlink Rail. Group also acquires O’Connor Group of Widnes, owners of 
Mersey Multimodal Gateway (3MG). 

2007 Aug 17–18 East Lancs Coachbuilders goes into administration and is acquired by 
Darwen Group. Acquires Leyland Product Developments Nov. 

2007 Aug 20 Loch Lomond Seaplanes launch scheduled Glasgow Seaplane Terminal–Oban 
service. 

2007 Aug 21 Northwest Passage completely ice-free. 

2007 Sep  1 Freightliner subsidiary Freightliner PL begins open access freight operation in 
Poland. 

2007 Sep 24 Office for National Statistics reclassifies Metronet and Tube Lines as public 
sector companies. 



2007 Oct  Last publication of monthly OAG Rail Guide (successor to the ABC Railway 
Guide timetable of 1853). 

2007 Oct - J.B.S. (Barry) Cogar retires as General Manager, Dart Valley Railway Co., 
having served since 1975 (Assistant since 1970). 

2007 Oct  1 CalMac Ferries Ltd begin operation of Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services 
public service contract (for which it was the only final tenderer). 

2007 Oct  1 FirstGroup completes acquisition of Laidlaw International, operating school 
buses (First Student) and Greyhound Lines in North America. 

2007 Oct  5 Government announces start for Crossrail Line 1, Paddington–Liverpool Street 
and associated surface rail links, to be completed for 2017. 

2007 Oct 21 Royal Mail makes final Sunday collection from postboxes. 

2007 Oct 26 Hunslet Barclay (locomotive builder) goes into receivership; sold Nov to FKI plc 
(owners of Brush Traction). 

2007 Nov 11 Cross Country rail passenger service franchise taken over from Virgin by Arriva 
as CrossCountry Trains (Arriva Trains Cross Country Ltd); east midlands rail 
passenger service franchise taken over by East Midlands Trains (Stagecoach 
Group) from Central Trains and Midland Mainline; west midlands rail passenger 
service franchise taken over by London Midland (London & Birmingham 
Railway Ltd: GoVia) from Central Trains and Silverlink County. 

2007 Nov 11 London rail concession (London Overground: Watford DC lines, North and West 
London lines, Gospel Oak–Barking) franchised by TfL to MTR Laing (MTR 
Corporation (Hong Kong)/Laing Rail) operating as London Overground Rail 
Operations Ltd. Oyster cards accepted. 

2007 Nov 14 High Speed 1 opens to St Pancras International which replaces Waterloo 
International as Eurostar terminus. Line ownership is handed over to Union 
Railways (North) and transferred to London & Continental Stations & Property 
and operated by HS1 Ltd with infrastructure managed by Network Rail (High 
Speed); electrified with autotransformers. 

2007 Nov 14 Full rollout of digital switchover of terrestrial television broadcasts begins with 
complete turning off of the analogue signal to the Whitehaven area. 

2007 Nov 27 TfL introduces Legible London pedestrian maps. 

2007 Nov 28 Europorte 2 (subsidiary of Groupe Eurotunnel SA) begins to operate rail freight 
through Channel Tunnel. 

2007 Dec  9 East Coast passenger rail franchise taken over by National Express East Coast 
(NXEC Trains Ltd). 

2007 Dec 12 First London sells Orpington area bus operations to Metrobus (Go-Ahead). 

2007 Dec 14 Christian Salvesen plc, logistics company, acquired by Groupe Norbert 
Dentressangle SA. 

2007 Dec 18 Grand Central Railway Co. commences open access operation of East Coast 
Main Line passenger services from Sunderland. 

2007 Dec 19 IÉ introduces its first intercity DMUs, class 22000 (IR), on Dublin–Sligo service; 
built for Mitsui by Rotem, first Korean-built stock in British Isles. 

 2008 

2008 -- - IÉ appoints Eileen Wilcock Chief Civil Engineer. 

2008 -- - Neath Canal Ynysbwllog Aqueduct replaced after flood damage with longest 
single-span aqueduct. 

2008 -- - George Best Belfast City Airport sold by Ferrovial to EISER. 

2008 Jan  7 Go North Eastern introduces txt2go bus ticketing downloaded to mobile 
phones. 



2008 Jan  8 Colas Rail acquires Carillion Plant on-track rail plant business. 

2008 Jan 17 Heathrow air accident: BOAC Boeing 777 G-YMMM on flight Speedbird 38 from 
Beijing crashes on landing at Heathrow following fuel starvation due to icing. 

2008 Jan 22 First Great Western announces doubling of compensation payments and 
freezing of rail fares for the year in view of poor performance. 

2008 Jan 28 DB Regio (Deutsche Bahn AG) agrees takeover of Laing Rail (including Chiltern 
and share of London Overground). 

2008 Feb  1 Blackpool Tramway wins government/local authority funding package for 
reconstruction to Light Rail standards including new core fleet (by Bombardier). 
Major work to take place Nov 2009–Easter 2012. 

2008 Feb  4 Greater London Authority declares Low Emission Zone for HGVs over 12 t. 

2008 Feb 6 Arriva Trains Wales restores passenger services to Ebbw Vale line, terminating 
at Ebbw Vale Parkway. 

2008 Feb 11 Scottish Executive abolishes tolls on Forth and Tay road bridges. 

2008 Feb 11 Parceline (owned since 2000 by La Poste) rebrands as DPD. Opens new hub 
at Oldbury during year. Sister company Interlink Express retains name; Interlink 
Ireland rebrands as DPD. 

2008 Feb 27 ‘one’ TOC renamed National Express East Anglia. 

2008 Feb 29 DSV (Denmark) announces its acquisition of Roadferry Ltd (Preston) from Peel 
Holdings. 

2008 Mar - Last ERF truck built (ECT tractor unit) handed over, to B. Dancer Haulage, 
Luton. 

2008 Mar  3 Allied Pickford (removals) British Isles operations sold by SIRVA Group to 
TEAM Group. 

2008 Mar  4 Arriva completes purchase of Tellings Golden Miller Group plc, coach 
operators. 

2008 Mar 10 Stobart Group announces acquisition of James Irlam Logistics. 

2008 Mar 27 BAA/BA Heathrow Terminal 5 opens to public, including rail connections, and 
the shell of a station without rail connection. From Mar 30, ‘open skies’ policy 
between US and UK extends to Heathrow; and GB Airways ceases operations 
following purchase by easyJet. 

2008 Mar 31 IÉ operates its last vacuum braked and slam-door (Mk 2) stock in normal 
passenger service, 05.20 Athlone–Dublin Heuston. 

2008 Apr National rail operations achieve 90% performance target during month, 
maintained on average during following twelve months. 

2008 Apr - Tellings Golden Miller (Arriva) acquire Excel Passenger Logistics, airport coach 
operators. 

2008 Apr  1 English National Concessionary Travel Scheme entitles over-60s and 
registered disabled people to uniform free off-peak travel on all stage carriage 
bus services, remuneration to operators being negotiated by local authorities. 
Minimum age limit raised progressively Apr 2010–Apr 2020 to 65. 

2008 Apr 28 Wrexham & Shropshire commences open access Wrexham–Marylebone rail 
passenger service, locomotive-worked (vehicles hired from Cargo-D; DVTs 
introduced from Oct 11). 

2008 May ? Hanson Traction Ltd locomotive spot-hire company begins operation. 

2008 May 12 Fastline Freight commences mgr coal train operation under contract to E.On 
(electricity generator). 



2008 May 16 Stagecoach purchases Rapson’s Coaches, including many former Highland 
Omnibuses services, together with Orkney Coaches and Causeway Coaches. 

2008 May 18 All advance purchase rail fares branded as Advance, with common conditions, 
by ATOC agreement. 

2008 May 19 Transport Scotland/ScotRail reopen Stirling–Alloa (7 miles/11 km) to public 
passenger traffic as first stage of reopening to Kincardine. 

2008 May 20?Cairngorm Mountain Ltd, owner of CairnGorm Mountain Railway, taken over 
directly by Scottish government agency Highlands & Islands Development. 

2008 May 27 TfL takes control of Metronet. 

2008 Jun - Hull Trains rebrands as First Hull Trains. 

2008 Jun - Myanmar Railways withdraws its last steam locomotives, thought to be the 
world’s last rail system operating mainline steam in normal commercial traffic. 

2008 Jun  1 Stobart Rail Ltd created from newly-acquired infrastructure maintenance 
subsidiary WA Developments and existing Stobart Rail (Eddie Stobart 
intermodal operations) to manage Stobart Group rail activities. (Stobart Pullman 
luxury charter train – previously Hertfordshire Railtours – operates under this 
brand Feb 12–Jul 14 only.) 

2008 Jun  1 All West European airline tickets are now E-tickets. 

2008 Jun 16 Highland Airways begin scheduled flights between Argyll & Bute Council 
airports at Oban, Coll, Colonsay and Tiree. 

2008 Jun 19 DfT designates Bristol as first ‘cycling city’. 

2008 Jun 22 Gatwick Express operation taken over by Southern, 03.30 (brand retained). 

2008 Jun 23 Network Rail announces intention to commission a review of five possible new 
high speed routes for the period after 2014. 

2008 Jun 27 TfL buys out Tramtrack Croydon Ltd, giving London Rail direct control of 
Croydon Tramlink, renamed London Tramlink. 

2008 Jul  1 New Zealand Railways Corporation renationalised. 

2008 Jul  1 Rathlin Island ferry operation passes from CalMac to Rathlin Island Ferry Ltd 
(Ciaran O’Driscoll). 

2008 Jul  7 Greater London Authority extends Low Emission Zone to all HGVs and PSVs, 
which must comply with Euro 3 conditions on particulates. 

2008 Jul 12 Optare and Darwen Group merge their bus manufacturing interests as Optare 
plc. 

2008 Jul 22 Crossrail Act: TfL takes sole control of Cross London Rail Links Ltd, the project 
sponsor (wef Dec). 

2008 Jul 24 Freightliner Group Ltd sold to Bahrain-based investment company Arcapita. 

2008 Jul 24 BW Annual Report notes a record number of boats using the system, over 31K. 

2008 Jul 25 Northern Lighthouse Board re-lights old Monach lighthouse on Shillay (1864–
1942) in the Outer Hebrides. 

2008 Aug  1 LNER-design Peppercorn class A1 Pacific 60163 Tornado (A1 Steam 
Locomotive Trust) officially moves under its own steam at Darlington, the first 
mainline steam locomotive built since 1960. (First mainline run 31 Jan 2009; 
first visit to King’s Cross 7 Feb 2009; officially named by Prince Charles, York 
19 Feb 2009). 

2008 Aug  1 China Railways officially open Beijing–Tianjin Intercity Railway, with regular 
China Railway High-speed (CRH) passenger services at 350 km/h (220 mph). 



2008 Aug  4 Sale of Admiral Holdings (parent of Channel Islands operator Condor Ferries) 
by Royal Bank of Scotland to Macquarie European Infrastructure Fund 2 
announced. 

2008 Aug  6 Sale of Angel Trains ROSCO by Royal Bank of Scotland to consortium of 
investors including Babcock & Brown European Infrastructure Fund, AMP 
Capital and Deutsche Bank, and split into UK and International divisions. 

2008 Aug 11 Translink (Northern Ireland) introduces penalty fares scheme. 

2008 Aug 29–Sep 28 Stagecoach makes trial public operation of Bayfast catamaran 
service, Brixham–Torquay, using Red Jet 1 chartered from Red Funnel. 

2008 Aug 30 National Roads Authority (Irish Republic) introduces eflow barrier-free toll 
system, initially on M50 around Dublin, operated by BetEire Flow (Société des 
Autoroutes du Nord et de l’Est de la France/CS). 

2008 Aug 31 Translink’s minibus subsidiary, Flexibus Ltd, ceases operation. 

2008 Sep  1 DFDS withdraws Newcastle–Bergen service (taken over from Fjordline Nov 
2006). 

2008 Sep  4 British American Railway Services Ltd (subsidiary of Iowa Pacific Holdings LLC 
of Chicago) announces its acquisition of railway interests of ECT Group CIC (of 
Ealing): RMS Locotec of Doncaster (shunter hire), its subsidiary Dartmoor 
Railway CIC, and 75% interest in Weardale Railway CIC. 

2008 Sep  7 All ‘walk-up’ rail fares branded as either Anytime or Off-Peak, by ATOC 
agreement. 

2008 Sep 11 Channel Tunnel fire, originating on HGV in shuttle (north running tunnel). 

2008 Sep 19 First restored section of Manchester, Bolton & Bury Canal officially reopens, at 
Middlewood. 

2008 Sep 22 Launch of new non-operator-specific ScotRail brand. 

2008 Sep 24 National Roads Authority (Irish Republic) redesignates first tranche of proposed 
800 km of selected trunk roads as motorways, under terms of Roads Act 2007. 

2008 Oct  1 Serco takes over operation of TfL’s Woolwich Ferry from London Borough of 
Greenwich under contract to London River Services. 

2008 Oct 27 Agreement for sale of Porterbrook Leasing ROSCO to a consortium of Deutsche 
Bank, Lloyds TSB and Artin Infrastructure Partners (BNP Paribas, France). 

2008 Oct 30 ORR announces £27bn investment in Network Rail, 2009–14. Major projects 
include: Thameslink reconnected to GN suburban lines; rebuilding Birmingham 
New Street and Reading stations; Glasgow Airport rail link; Airdrie–Bathgate; 
improving Midland Main Line speed; part redoubling of Cotswold Line. NR 
obliged to make major efficiency savings. 

2008 Nov - SWT pilots ITSO-compliant smartcard scheme. 

2008 Nov 17 Freight Europe (UK) Ltd (subsidiary of Fret SNCF; established 1996; granted 
British rail operating licence 28 Dec 2007) begins operation of steel coil trains 
for DFDS Tor Line from the latter’s Immingham terminal to FE(UK) Birmingham 
Heartlands Park (traction subcontracted to Colas Rail). Operates its first train 
through Channel Tunnel 10 Mar 2009. 

2008 Nov 18 Arriva acquires train maintenance contractor London & North Western Railway 
Co. Ltd, Crewe. 

2008 Nov 19 TfL announces agreement for it to take ownership of Oyster card brand from 
TranSys. 

2008 Nov 19 Transport Scotland opens A876 Clackmannanshire Bridge over Firth of Forth at 
Kincardine, world’s second-longest incrementally launched bridge, 1188 m 
(Morgan-Vinci JV, contractor; Benaim UK, bridge designer). 



2008 Nov 26 Local Transport Act: Integrated Transport Authorities to be established, 
beginning with conversion of existing English PTAs; local authorities have option 
to enter into quality contracts with bus operators, with ability to be operator of 
last resort should contract not be fulfilled; Passenger Focus to have its public 
representation remit extended to buses. 

2008 Nov 26 Climate Change Act, ‘to set a target for the year 2050 for the reduction of 
targeted greenhouse gas emissions’, including amendment of provisions of 
Energy Act 2004 regarding renewable transport fuel obligations. 

2008 Nov 26 SpeedFerries closes following arrest of vessel at Boulogne for unpaid port 
dues. 

2008 Dec - Network Rail installs first Harrington Hump providing an elevated easy access 
area at low platform stations (Pipex Structural Composites, manufacturer) at 
Harrington, Cumbria. 

2008 Dec  2 Southend Airport sold by Regional Airports Ltd to Stobart Group 

2008 Dec  5 Official completion of M6 northern extension Carlisle–Guards Mill (6 miles/10 
km “Cumberland Gap”) replacing A74 (DFBO project by Carillion) including new 
bridges over River Esk and West Coast Main Line at Mossband. 

2008 Dec 12 Results of referendum in Greater Manchester show 4:1 majority against 
introduction of congestion charge there. 

2008 Dec 14 Virgin High Frequency train service commences on West Coast Main Line in 
England on official completion of its reconstruction. CrossCountry through 
North East/South Coast services terminate at Reading. Aylesbury Vale 
Parkway station (new passenger terminus for Chiltern Railways) opens. 

2008 Dec 15 Arriva Trains Wales introduces North to South Wales locomotive-worked 
service Holyhead–Cardiff (via Crewe) sponsored by Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

 2009 

2009 -- - Heysham Power Station No. 1* replaced, last standard-gauge electric 
locomotive in industrial service. 

2009 early - Network Rail removes telegraph pole route Wymondham–Brandon, last 
operating in England. 

2009 Jan  1 EWS adopts corporate identity of its parent DB Schenker. 

2009 Jan 10 DLR extension via bored tunnel King George V–Woolwich Arsenal opens to 
public (official opening Jan 12). 

2009 Jan 14 Beacon Rail Leasing Ltd (London) adopted as brand for BTMU Capital 
Corporation freight locomotive and wagon leasco in Britain and continental 
Europe. (BTMU, Boston, Mass., is a subsidiary of Bank of Tokyo–Mitsubishi 
UFJ Ltd. Their European Rail operation was bought 28 Apr 2008 from Allco 
Finance Group, Sydney, who established it Sep 2007 (and went into 
administration 4 Nov 2008). On 25 Mar 2009 Beacon Rail purchases the 
continental freight assets of HSBC Rail (UK) Ltd.) 

2009 Jan 15 Transport Secretary announces Government support for construction of third 
runway at London Heathrow Airport, 2015–19 (abandoned following May 2010 
change of government; revived 2018), and creation of new company, High 
Speed 2, to develop proposals for a rail link, initially to the west midlands 
(Alison Munro, chief executive). 

2009 Jan 23 Preston Bus to Stagecoach. 

2009 Jan 27 Network Rail Scotland Stewarton bridge collapse: corroded girder bridge 
collapses under oil tank train. 

2009 Feb  2 TfL withdraws all London buses from service due to heavy snow. 



2009 Feb  9 English PTAs become Integrated Transport Authorities, under terms of Local 
Transport Act 2008, part 5. 

2009 Feb 20 Beamish Museum first officially operates its replica horse-worked wooden 
waggonway. 

2009 Feb 25 Commissioners of Irish Lights’ last lightship on station, Gannet at Southrock, is 
replaced by superbuoy. 

2009 Mar  2 Welsh Highland Railway first uses reinstated Cae Pawb flat crossing of 
Cambrian Coast line at Porthmadog (for light engine movement). Continuous 
60 cm/2 ft gauge track now extends from Porthmadog Harbour to Caernarfon 
(40 km/25 miles; combined Festiniog/WHR system is 40 miles/64 km). 
WHR/FR to become a TOC, primarily in view of crossing. 

2009 Mar  4 Fraser Eagle, rail replacement coach service contractor, files for administration. 

2009 Mar  5 Department for Transport announces formation of Diesel Trains Ltd as ROSCO 
for its sponsored new-build DMUs. 

2009 Mar 20 First Capital Connect runs last trains from Moorgate via City Widened Lines; 
also from Blackfriars terminal platforms; both prior to closure for Thameslink 
2000 reconstruction. 

2009 Mar 20 Environment Agency officially opens new Black Sluice Lock, Boston, as first 
phase of Fens Waterways Link, restoring navigation to South Forty Foot Drain 
(Halcrow, engineers). 

2009 Mar 23 First revenue-earning train serves Telford International Railfreight Park (owned 
by Telford & Wrekin Council; managed by J.G. Russell (Transport) Ltd; built 
under terms of Transport & Works Order 2005). 

2009 Mar 25 BW officially opens Liverpool Canal Link, connecting Leeds & Liverpool Canal 
at Stanley Dock through northern docks and waterfront to Canning Dock, for 
leisure traffic (first boat passage Feb 26). 

2009 Mar end Edinburgh Trams construction work begins in Princes Street by Bilfinger 
Berger/Siemens for Transport Initiatives Edinburgh (tie). 

2009 Apr - Network Rail brings telecommunications maintenance in-house, absorbing staff 
from Thales Telecom Services Ltd. 

2009 Apr 16 Government announces intention to subsidise purchase of electric cars from 
2011 and to arrange provision of network of charging points. 

2009 May - ORR renames HM Railway Inspectorate as its Safety Directorate. 

2009 May - Network Rail opens Rail Innovation & Development Centre, Tuxford (High 
Marnham test track). 

2009 May 11 London Midland begins phased introduction of regular passenger service on 
Stourbridge branch using class 139 Parry People Movers leased from 
Porterbrook and run by Pre Metro Operations (following trial operations 
Sundays 11 Dec 2005–17 Dec 2006 and weekends from Sunday 29 Mar 
2009). Full service officially starts Jun 22. 

2009 May 15 Official start of work on Crossrail. 

2009 May 16 Infinity Bridge opens to public in Stockton-on-Tees (steel double bowstring 
footbridge; 240 m (787 ft) length; Expedition Engineering, designers). 

2009 May 18 National Railway Museum, York, takes delivery of LMS Pacific 6229 Duchess 
of Hamilton* cosmetically restored with streamlining. 

2009 May 18–2010 Mar 31  Vehicle scrappage scheme: first 300K eligible claimants entitled 
to £1K Government allowance matched by a manufacturer’s discount for a car 
or small van registered before 1 Sep 1999 scrapped in favour of a new vehicle. 

2009 May 18 BW publishes Twenty Twenty: a vision for the future of our canals and 
waterways, announcing its preference for restructuring into the third sector. 



2009 May 21 National Express Group announces intention to sell its Travel London bus 
operating subsidiaries to NedRailways (NS). From Oct 30 rebrands as Abellio. 

2009 May 22 Welsh Highland Railway reopens to regular tourist traffic through Aberglaslyn 
Pass (for first time since 26 Sep 1936) to temporary loop at Hafod y Llyn 
(having been reopened to Beddgelert Apr 8). 

2009 May 22 Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. introduces HSC Manannan into civilian service on 
Douglas–Liverpool crossing. 

2009 Jun - Isle of Man Transport divided into Bus Vannin and Isle of Man Heritage 
Railways. 

2009 Jun  1 General Motors (US) files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy, with US Government 
taking a majority share. (Agreement of May 30 for Magna International 
(Canadian motor parts manufacturer) to take majority holding in GM Europe 
(incorporating Opel and Vauxhall) with backing of Sberbank (Russian state 
bank) rescinded Nov 3). 

2009 Jun  5 BW officially opens Three Mills (Prescott) Lock, restoring navigation to Bow 
Back Rivers, intended for Olympic construction traffic. 

2009 Jun  7 New Bath bus station (SouthGate transport interchange) opens (Wilkinson Eyre 
Architects). 

2009 Jun  8 Government takes full control of insolvent London & Continental Railways and 
its wholly-owned subsidiary HS1 Ltd as part of its restructuring, under terms of 
Channel Tunnel Rail Link (Supplementary Provisions) Act 2008. 

2009 Jun  8 LDV Group Ltd (Birmingham van builder, subsidiary of GAZ Group) is placed in 
administration, having suspended production Dec 2008. 

2009 Jun 15 ATOC publishes Connecting Communities: expanding access to the rail 
network, identifying 14 viable passenger line reinstatements and at least 30 
new stations. 

2009 Jun 27 Unesco inscribes Llangollen Canal upper section (Gledrid Bridge, Rhoswiel, 
Salop–Horseshoe Falls, including Chirk and Pontcysyllte Aqueducts) onto 
World Heritage List. 

2009 Jun 29 Southeastern begins phased introduction of class 395 Hitachi ‘Javelin’ EMUs 
into Kent service on High Speed 1 (full commuter service from Dec 13). First 
Japanese-built stock. 

2009 Jun 30 Freightliner subsidiary Freightliner Australia Pty Ltd begins operations, in New 
South Wales. 

2009 Jul 1 Deutsche Lufthansa AG takes full control of bmi. 

2009 Jul 19 CalMac makes first Sunday ferry sailing to Isle of Lewis (Ullapool–Stornaway). 

2009 Jul 22 Secretary of State for Transport announces approval of NR electrification 
Paddington–Bristol–Swansea/Newbury/Oxford, 2012–17 (the first electrification 
in Wales), and Liverpool–Manchester, by 2013. EMUs displaced from 
Thameslink will be used, with bimodal Super Express trains on the Great 
Western Main Line. 

2009 Jul 31 IÉ reopens Glounthaune–Midleton to Cork Suburban Rail service (full service 
from Aug 4), first heavy rail reopening under government’s Transport 21 plan. 

2009 Aug  1 5 Slieve Callan* returns steam passenger (tourist) services to reinstated section 
of West Clare Railway, Moyasta Junction (3 ft/0.914 m gauge). 

2009 Aug 21 IÉ Broadmeadow viaduct, Malahide, Co. Dublin (on Belfast main line), 
collapses, due to tidal scour, 18.25 (returned to use Nov 16). 

2009 Aug 26 Network Rail New Lines Programme publishes Strategic Business Case for a 
new  High Speed “West Coast” route. 



2009 Sep  3 Newcastle City Council opens Ouseburn Barrage, under terms of Ouseburn 
Barrage Order 2007 (Entec, engineers; guillotine lock by Amco). 

2009 Sep 13 Dublinbikes cycle hire scheme launched. 

2009 Sep 14 FirstGroup introduces its Greyhound brand to British coach services, initially 
London–Portsmouth/Southampton. 

2009 Sep 20 New South Central rail passenger service franchise begins, continuing to be 
operated as Southern by GoVia, now incorporating Redhill–Tonbridge. 

2009 Sep late Wightlink introduce new HSC Wight Ryder I and II onto Portsmouth–Ryde 
passage. 

2009 Sep 29 First transatlantic flight from London City Airport, BA001 to New York JFK via 
Shannon, using all-business-class Airbus A318. 

2009 Oct  3 Last heavy rail suburban passenger trains run on Oldham loop (via Werneth) 
prior to conversion to LRT as part of Manchester Metrolink. 

2009 Oct  7 Advenza Freight goes into administration (runs last train Oct 2). 

2009 Oct 19 National Roads Authority officially opens N25 Waterford City Bypass cable-
stayed River Suir Bridge, longest single span in Irish Republic (230 m of total 
465 m (736 ft of 1488 ft)) built under PPP by Celtic Roads Group (BAM PPP 
(Ascon)/ACS (Dragados (Spain))/NTR). Commercial carrying on river ceases. 

2009 Oct 21 LUL takes first delivery of ‘S8’ stock for sub-surface lines from Bombardier, 
Derby. 1395 cars of ‘S7’ and ‘S8’ (builder’s ‘Movia’) stock ordered, the largest 
single stock order in British railway history, with air-conditioning, through 
access between cars and regenerative braking. 

2009 Oct 30 NedRailways adopts name Abellio for its UK operations including Travel 
London bus operations. 

2009 Nov  1–Dec  6 IÉ stage introduction of main Kildare route project features with 
improvements for rail commuter services, including track quadrupling 
Inchicore–Hazelhatch. 

2009 Nov  2 c. Stobart Rail switches all its traction contracts to DBS from DRS. 

2009 Nov  2 BW restructures its operations into eleven regional waterways units (plus two 
Scottish waterways). 

2009 Nov  6 IÉ reopens River Shannon Bridge , Drumsnoe (Sligo line) to rail traffic after 
complete reconstruction. 

2009 Nov  8 First General Electric (Erie)-built class 70 PowerHaul diesel-electric 
locomotives, first GE Rail mainline products for the British market (Freightliner), 
are officially unloaded at Newport Docks. These have high-speed (GE P616) 
engines. 

2009 Nov  9 TfL officially opens new Surface Transport and Traffic Operations Centre 
(STTOC, at Palestra, Blackfriars Road), bringing together London Streets 
Traffic Control Centre (LSTCC), London Buses Command and Control Centre 
(CentreComm) and the Metropolitan Police Traffic Operation Control Centre 
(MetroComm). 

2009 Nov 12 Marine & Coastal Access Act provides for establishment of an All England 
Coast Path by Natural England. 

2009 Nov 13 East Coast TOC (East Coast Main Line Co. Ltd, subsidiary of Directly Operated 
Railways Ltd, owned by Department for Transport) takes over operation from 
National Express East Coast, 23.59, following Jul 1 announcements by NatEx 
that it could not continue to finance this operation to the full term of its franchise 
and by Secretary of State for Transport of wish to retender. 

2009 Nov 19 European Vehicle Numbering scheme for IÉ published. 



2009 Nov 20–22 All bridges across Derwent in Workington (except main rail bridge) 
collapse in heavy flooding (1 killed). To assist in restoring communications, 
Network Rail constructs temporary Workington North station opening Nov 30 
(shuttles from Maryport last operate 28 May 2010) and Royal Engineers erect 
Barker (foot) crossing logistic support bridge opened Dec 9. 

2009 Nov 30 Europorte 2 (Channel Tunnel rail freight operator) acquires Veolia Cargo 
France and renamed Europorte Channel (agreed Sep 2). (SNCF subsidiary 
Transport Ferroviaire Holding acquires Veolia Cargo’s other European 
operations from Veolia Environnement.) 

2009 Dec - Wrexham & Shropshire merges with Chiltern Railways. 

2009 Dec - Cambrian Transport begins operation of Barry Tourist Railway under 20-year 
lease from Vale of Glamorgan Council in succession to Vale of Glamorgan 
Railway. 

2009 Dec  1 National Transport Authority created, merging Dublin Transportation Office and 
some functions of the Department of Transport in the Irish Republic, under 
terms of Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 and Public Transport Regulation 
Act 2009. It brands itself as Transport for Ireland. 

2009 Dec  3 BAA confirms agreement for sale of Gatwick Airport Ltd to Global Infrastructure 
Partners (through their subsidiary Ivy Bidco Ltd; agreement first announced Oct 
21), divestment required by Competition Commission. 

2009 Dec  8 Luas (Dublin) Red Line Docklands extension opens Busáras–The Point. 

2009 Dec  8 Coventry Airport closed. 

2009 Dec  9 LUL Circle line trains cease to run continuously round both inner and outer rails 
for the first time since 1884, all services reversing via Hammersmith. 

2009 Dec 16 Flyglobespan, Scotland’s largest (low-cost) airline, goes into administration 
(began operations Apr 2003). 

2009 Dec 23 TfL announces Wrightbus as winner of design competition for New Bus for 
London, 2012 (Thomas Heatherwick, body design). 

2009 Dec 26 China Railways open Wuhan–Guangzhou High Speed Railway, with regular 
passenger services at 312.5 km/h (194 mph) over 968 km (601 miles). During 
this month work is officially inaugurated on 4715 km (2928 miles) of new lines 
in China. 

 2010 

2010 1.3 bn passenger rail journeys, equalling previous peacetime record year, 
1928. 

2010 early ? TfL Public Carriage Office renamed London Taxis and Private Hire. 

2010 Jan  1 London & Continental Railways split; Eurostar International becomes 
freestanding TOC; HS1 Ltd to be sold. 

2010 Jan  2 Most regulated rail fares reduce by 0.4%, being now based on previous July’s 
Retail Price Index +1%. 

2010 Feb 20 TfL introduces Phase 1 (routes EL1 & 2) of East London Transit part-
segregated bus rapid transit scheme, Ilford–Dagenham Dock, operated by Go-
Ahead Blue Triangle using air-cooled Wright Eclipse Gemini 2 double-deckers. 

2010 Feb 23 European Communities (Railway Infrastructure) Regulations in Irish Republic 
permit any railway undertaking to operate freight services over IÉ. 

2010 Mar c. GlaxoSmithKline sells disused Ulverston Canal to Ulverston Canal Co. set up 
by NPL Estates Ltd. 

2010 Mar  3 Work officially starts on Border Railway, Tweedbank (Galashiels)–Edinburgh; 
reinstatement, under terms of Waverley Railway (Scotland) Act Jul 2006.  



2010 Mar 11 Transport Secretary announces construction of High Speed 2 rail link, London–
Heathrow interchange–Birmingham (Fazeley Street)–Leeds/Manchester, to 
follow on completion of Crossrail in 2017. 

2010 Mar 15 DEFRA publishes noise policy statement, permitting local authorities in 23 
noisiest cities to require noise suppression by road or rail operators. 

2010 Mar 18 Government approval for extension of Midland Metro into Birmingham city 
centre with street running to New Street station. 

2010 Mar 18 Nissan announce mass production from 2013 at Washington (Sunderland) of 
Leaf battery-electric car. 

2010 Mar 20 Fastline ceases container train operation. 

2010 Mar 24 easyJet announces appointment of Carolyn McCall as chief executive. 

2010 Mar 24 Highland Airways operates its last flights and goes into administration. 

2010 Mar 24 Budget announcement that BW is to be mutualised by transfer to a new canal & 
river trust from 2012, with Environment Agency waterways intended for transfer 
following 2015 Government Spending Review. 

2010 Mar 25 Jarvis plc (rail maintenance co. and owner of Fastline Freight) files for 
administration. 

2010 Mar 30 IÉ reopens Ennis–Athenry to regular passenger services with Galway–Limerick 
service, first stage of Western Railway Corridor reopening. 

2010 Apr  1 IÉ takes last Double Line Absolute Block on a complete line (Cork–Cobh), 
using Harper’s block instruments, out of use prior to commissioning resignalling 
Apr 5. 

2010 Apr  1 DB Regio Tyne & Wear Ltd takes over operation of Tyne & Wear Metro under 
PPP. 

2010 Apr  1 Changes to Bus Service Operators Grant: operators entitled to fuel duty rebate 
uplifts for improvements in fuel efficiency, ITSO-compliant smartcard schemes 
and Automatic Vehicle Location (e.g. GPS). Proposed transition from fuel duty 
rebate to per-passenger payment. 

2010 Apr  1 Silvers Marine UK take over operation of Renfrew Ferry as lessees of previous 
operator Strathclyde Partnership for Transport. 

2010 Apr  1 UK Space Agency begins operation. 

2010 Apr  8 Class 73 Locomotive Preservation Co. Ltd renamed Transmart Trains (spot 
hire). 

2010 Apr 15–20 UK and northern European airspace virtually closed due to ash from eruption 
of Icelandic volcano Eyjafyoll. 

2010 Apr 17 Castle class 4-6-0 5043 Earl of Mount Edgcumbe* recreates return ‘Bristolian’ 
service, maintaining average 72.8 mph (117 km/h) over 100 miles (160 km) on 
up journey, with auxiliary water supply in GUV. 

2010 Apr 20–21 Go! Co-operative (from 2011 known as GOCO Ltd; from 2012 trading as GO-
OP) open access train operator makes public launch, with a view to starting 
Yeovil Junction–Banbury services in 2011; by mid-2011 modified to Westbury–
Birmingham Moor Street in 2013. 

2010 May 16 Stena Line introduce Stena Hollandica on Harwich–Hook of Holland crossing, 
world’s largest ro-pax ferry (63,600 tg). 

2010 May 22–3 Weardale Railway (majority-owned by British American Railway Services) 
begins Bishop Auckland–Stanhope tourist services. Regular daily trains will be 
worked by second-generation DMU. 

2010 May 23 Grand Central commence open access operation of West Riding passenger 
services, Bradford–King’s Cross. 



2010 May 23 London Overground rail service Crystal Palace/West Croydon–Dalston Junction 
via East London line extension opens fully to public, using class 378 
Bombardier Capitalstar EMUs (preview service New Cross Gate–Dalston 
Junction from Apr 27). 

2010 May 23 SWT runs last slam-door MU train, 3rd rail 3-Cig on Lymington branch. 

2010 May 29 DBS takes Royal Mail rail contract from GBRf. 

2010 Jun  1 First GBRf sold to Europorte. 

2010 Jun 23 Death of Col. Michael Cobb, railway cartographer (b. 1916). 

2010 Jun 28 c. DB Schenker takes over operation of Network Rail infrastructure monitoring 
trains from Serco. 

2010 Jun 30 TfL takes control of Tube Lines. 

2010 Jul c. Transmart Trains spot hire company begins operation, specialising in class 73 
DC electro-diesel locomotives. 

2010 Jul  1 Gatwick Airport reopens guided automated people mover re-equipped with 
Bombardier CX-100 vehicles. 

2010 Jul  1 Toyota Auris hybrid car introduced, assembled at Burnaston, Derbys. 

2010 Jul  1 First female executive officer of a major airline, Christine McCall, easyJet. 

2010 Jul 11 2-car crash at Meenaduff is Ireland’s worst road traffic accident (8 men killed; 1 
survivor). 

2010 Jul 12 DFDS purchases Norfolkline from A.P. Møller - Mærsk Group (originally 
announced 17 Dec 2009). 

2010 Jul 15 Stagecoach in Oxfordshire introduce Alexander Dennis Ltd Enviro 400H hybrid 
double-deck buses with BAE Systems HybriDrive technology into city service. 

2010 Jul 23 National Express West Midlands runs its last Metrobuses in regular service, 
from Acocks Green (officially 2654 (ROX 654Y) from Perry Barr Feb 14; special 
runs Jul 24). 

2010 Jul 30 Barclays Cycle Hire scheme in London (TfL DBO contract with Serco). 

2010 Jul 31 LUL ‘S8’ stock enters public service on Metropolitan line to replace ‘A’ stock 
(which last runs in service Sep 26). 

2010 Aug  2–Sep 22  BW closes Leeds & Liverpool Canal over summit due to lack of water in 
reservoirs. 

2010 Aug  5 Replica Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 60 cm/2 ft gauge 2-6-2T E190 Lyd for 
heritage railway use first moves under its own steam at Boston Lodge, 
Festiniog Railway, making it the world’s only works to have built steam 
locomotives in three centuries. 

2010 Aug 15 Locomotive Express (built by Kitson, Thompson & Hewitson of Leeds, 1855) 
returns to steam on Indian Railways. 

2010 Aug 16 Agreement for Ashok Leyland Ltd (Hinduja Group) to take 26% share in Optare 
bus manufacturing business. 

2010 Aug 20 Deutsche Bahn AG takes over Arriva (agreement announced Apr 22). 

2010 Sep  3 IÉ first stage reopening of Clonisilla–Navan line for Western Commuter rail 
services, terminating at M3 Parkway, Ireland’s first named Parkway station. 

2010 Sep  8 First motorway service area in Irish Republic opens, at Lusk (M1; operated by 
SuperStop consortium under PPP). 

2010 Sep 10 New organisation of Eurostar comes into force, the company operating (for the 
first time) as a single corporate entity (Eurostar International) rather than an 
unincorporated partnership between the three countries' represented. From 
Sep 1 the operation has been vested in the incorporated company, Eurostar 



International Ltd, now jointly owned by SNCF (55%), London & Continental 
Railways (currently owned by British Government) (40%) and SNCB (5%). 

2010 Sep 18 IÉ runs last regular trains Waterford (Belview Container Terminal)–Rosslare 
Strand. 

2010 Sep 30 Royal Canal (Waterways Ireland) reopens throughout for leisure traffic. 

2010 Oct  6 Droitwich Barge Canal reopens River Severn–Droitwich for leisure traffic. 

2010 Oct  7 Falsgrave gantry*, the last remaining large semaphore signal gantry on 
Network Rail, is dismantled at Scarborough. 

2010 Oct  8 Agreement announced for merger of Thomas Cook and Co-operative Travel. 

2010 Oct 14 Commission for Integrated Transport abolished. 

2010 Oct 15 Stagecoach announces re-acquisition of East London Bus Group (East 
London, Selkent and Thameside) from administrators. 

2010 Oct 28 Network Rail inaugurates Early Deployment Scheme ERTMS European Train 
Control System Level 2 signalling on Cambrian line following trial working from 
Feb (installed by Ansaldo STS). 

2010 Oct 29 London Overground class 172/0 Bombardier Turbostar DMMUs (leased from 
Angel Trains) enter full fleet service on Gospel Oak–Barking line. 

2010 Nov  5 HS1 Ltd 30-year operating concession sold to Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan 
and Borealis (Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement System). 

2010 Nov 25 Government announces £8M investment plan for railways in the face of 
generally severe cuts to public spending. New DMU build and Thameslink 
projects are maintained (the latter delayed by 2 years) with electrification on 
Great Western Main Line to Oxford/Newbury (extension to Cardiff/Bristol 
confirmed 1 Mar 2011) by 2016 (2017 to Cardiff) and Liverpool–
Manchester/Preston–Blackpool; no decision yet on new trains for East Coast. 

2010 Dec - Erection completed of Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s Far Moor 
Bridge on Pennine Bridleway National Trail, probably the world’s longest 
laminated wooden arch bridge (53 m (174 ft) with 24 m (79 ft) main span; 
Forestry Civil Engineering, designers). 

2010 Dec  2 Stena purchases Heysham/Birkenhead–Belfast services from DFDS. DFDS 
withdraws services to Dublin from same ports at end Jan 2011. 

2010 Dec 12 Airdrie–Bathgate rail link reopens to passengers (double track, electrified; 
official opening 8 Mar 2011 following completion of Drumgelloch station 6 Mar). 

2010 Dec 23 Announcement that c2c (NatEx) London to Essex rail passenger service 
franchise is to be extended from 29 May 2011–26 May 2013. 

2010 Dec 24 Devon & Cornwall Railways Ltd (subsidiary of British American Railway 
Services) is granted an open access freight operating licence. It awaits 
approval of its application for open access operation of Okehampton–Exeter 
(and beyond) passenger services. 

 2011 

2011 Jan 11 c. Last Irish coastal foghorns shut down. 

2011 Jan 20 Forth Crossing Act (Scottish Parliament) gives powers for Forth Replacement 
Crossing (2016). 

2011 Jan 21 P&O Ferries’ ro-pax ferry MS Spirit of Britain enters service on Dover–Calais 
route, largest vessel ever built for the crossing (47,592 tg; 210 m/689 ft). 

2011 Jan 21 British Airways and Iberia Lineas Aéreas de España SA merge through new 
holding company, International Airlines Group, with 55% BA ownership 
(proposal first announced 29 Jul 2008 and agreed 12 Nov 2009). 

2011 Jan 25 Preston Bus divested by Stagecoach to Rotala. 



2011 Jan 28 Last Wrexham & Shropshire rail passenger services operate, at three days’ 
notice. 

2011 Jan 31 Preliminary work begins on construction of Surrey County Council’s new 
Walton Bridge over the Thames (W.S. Atkins, engineers; Costain, contractors). 

2011 Jan late Cambridgeshire County Council proposes withdrawal of all bus service 
subsidies over 4 years. The Cambridge city centre free shuttle last runs Apr 15. 

2011 Feb 10 Cork Airport accident: Manx2 Fairchild Swearingen Metroliner EC-ITP, leased 
from Flightline BCN of Barcelona, on flight NM7100 from Belfast overturns on 
third attempt at landing in fog (6 killed). 

2011 Feb 19 Welsh Highland Railway runs first public services throughout between 
Caernarfon and Porthmadog Harbour (Beyer-Garratts K1* and 138* haul first 
train). 

2011 Feb 25 (24.00 hrs) Tyne & Wear Integrated Transport Authority opens second Tyne 
Tunnel, built by Bouygues Construction under a PFI DBFO contract. 

2011 Feb 28 Wabtec Corporation (US) announces its acquisition of Brush Traction Group 
from FKI. 

2011 Feb 28 First test steaming of reconstructed steam railmotor, ex-GWR no. 93* (Feb 
1908; restored at Llangollen for Great Western Society). 

2011 Mar  2 RATP Dev takes over Bath Bus Co. (City Sightseeing franchisee) from 
Ensignbus. 

2011 Mar  3 RATP Dev (owned by French Government) takes over London United and 
Yellow Buses Bournemouth from Transdev on merger of latter into Veolia 
Transdev (agreed 4 May 2010). 

2011 Mar 14 Former Midland Grand Hotel at St Pancras International reopens as Marriott St 
Pancras Renaissance (official opening May 5). 

2011 Mar 30 First announces orders for 955 new buses over 2 years from Wrightbus and 
Alexander Dennis, including 40 hybrids. 

2011 Mar 31 Death of Edward Stobart, haulier (b. 1954). 

2011 Apr  1 New interim Greater Anglia rail passenger service franchise begins, continuing 
operation by National Express East Anglia, running until 4 Feb 2012. 

2011 Apr  4 Clearance of Southampton–West Midlands rail route for 9ft 6 in. tall hi-cube 
containers. 

2011 Apr  8 Control of Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. passes to Sealion (IoM), owned by 
consortium of banks led by Banco Espírito Santo. 

2011 Apr 18 Kennet & Avon Canal upgraded to cruiseway status. 

2011 May - Ensignbus sells its entire share capital in City Sightseeing to City Sightseeing 
Worldwide, owned by Enrique Ybarra, co-founder and operator of all the 
company's franchises in Spain. 

2011 May - BBC commences major transfer of departments from London to BBC North at 
MediaCityUK, Salford Quays (developed by Peel Holdings). 

2011 May 19 Sir Roy McNulty delivers a report on the railways, Realising the Potential of GB 
Rail, to the Government recommending a 30% reduction in running costs up to 
2019. Rail Delivery Group set up to co-ordinate industry-wide efforts to achieve 
this. 

2011 May 20 Last restaurant cars operate on East Coast Main Line, leaving First Great 
Western as the only rail operator to offer the service. 

2011 May 21–2 Eurostar closes its food preparation facility at Waterloo International, its last 
operation there. 



2011 May 26 TNT Express demerges from TNT NV, which rebrands as PostNL, initially 
continuing to trade as TNT Post. 

2011 May  6 Go-Ahead Group announces its purchase of Thames Travel, Wallingford. 

2011 Jun 11 Brian Souter (Chief Executive, Stagecoach) knighted. 

2011 Jun 12 Norfolk Green takes over King’s Lynn local services sold by First East England 
Buses. 

2011 Jun 13 Postal Services Act provides for privatisation of Royal Mail. 

2011 Jun 16 Department for Transport announces Siemens/XL consortium as preferred 
bidder for construction of Thameslink rolling stock, 1200 EMU vehicles, the all-
time largest rolling stock order. Bombardier announces substantial loss of jobs 
at its Derby works as a result of failure to secure the order. 

2011 Jun 16 Weardale Railway (majority-owned by British American Railway Services) 
begins origination of regular daily 1500-t coal trains, Wolsingham–Scunthorpe 
steelworks, worked by Colas Rail for UK Coal. 

2011 Jun 22 Connex Transport Jersey introduces first double-deck buses on the island 
since c1969. 

2011 Jun 23 RAC plc sold by Aviva to Carlyle Group (Washington, DC). 

2011 Jun 27 LUL Jubilee Line converted throughout to Thales SelTrac S40 ATC. 

2011 Jun 30 Gourock–Dunoon ferry becomes a passenger-only service operated by Argyll 
Ferries Ltd (subsidiary of David MacBrayne Ltd). 

2011 Jul  1 Droitwich Junction Canal (River Salwarpe canalisation) opens, reconnecting 
the Droitwich Canals for leisure traffic (available for boat movements from Jun 
20). 

2011 Jul  2 Luas (Dublin) Red Line Citywest (Saggart) extension opens. 

2011 Jul  7 Manchester Metrolink South Manchester Chorlton branch opens. 

2011 Jul  8 Devon & Cornwall Railways Ltd (subsidiary of British American Railway 
Services) operates its first freight, scrap Grimsby Docks–Cardiff Tidal. 

2011 Jul 18 Stobart Group opens Southend Airport railway station. 

2011 Jul 24 Under a qualifying agreement with Oxfordshire County Council, the principal 
bus operators in Oxford (Oxford Bus Co./Thames Travel and Stagecoach in 
Oxfordshire) offer integrated ticketing and timetables, the first such provincial 
partnership. 

2011 Jul 27 A3 Hindhead Tunnel opens (twin bore; 1.8 km (1.2 miles); Mott MacDonald, 
engineers), longest non-subaqueous road tunnel. Surface road returned to 
nature. 

2011 Aug  1 Groupe RATP (owned by French Government) purchases Stagecoach 
Metrolink, operator of Manchester Metrolink. 

2011 Aug  7 Cambridgeshire Guided Busway begins public operation, chiefly on former rail 
formation Cambridge–St Ives (15 miles/24 km), operated by Stagecoach in 
Huntingdonshire and Whippet Coaches. Completion by contractors BAM Nuttall 
is more than 2 years late. The budgeted £116M cost (with £92.5M from central 
government) is estimated to have been exceeded by around £65M. 

2011 Aug 31 DLR extension Canning Town–Stratford International via former North London 
line opens to public. 

2011 Sep  5 Chiltern Mainline (locomotive-worked) London Marylebone–Birmingham Snow 
Hill rail service begins. 

2011 Sep 11 P&O Ferries introduce chartered ro-flex freight ferry MV Bore Song on 
Teesport–Zeebrugge service. 



2011 Sep 15 Heathrow Airport launches Heathrow pod ULTra Global PRT battery-powered 
guided personal rapid transit system between Terminal 5 and its Business Car 
Park (designed by Advanced Transport Systems of Bristol (Martin Lowson)). 

2011 Sep 28 Port of Felixstowe opens new berths for ‘Triple-E’ 18K teu container ships. 

2011 Oct - Interfleet (Derby) taken over by SNC-Lavalin Group (Canada). 

2011 Oct - Mullany’s Coaches taken over by J.J. Kavanagh & Sons (Ireland). 

2011 Oct 10 Network Rail introduces its first class 57/3 diesel locomotives for de-
icing/rescue duties on 3rd rail network. 

2011 Oct 12 Cargo-D and Rail-Blue Charters enter administration. 

2011 Oct 21 Megabus introduce articulated sleeper coach service on London–Glasgow 
route. 

2011 Nov - DB Schenker Rail (UK) begins running regular UIC-gauge freight service 
Wrocław–Barking via HS1 (class 92 hauled). 

2011 Nov  1 Fastnet Line (West Cork Tourism Co-operative Society) announces suspension 
(which becomes permanent) of Swansea–Cork (Ringaskiddy) ferry service 
operated by MS Julia. 

2011 Nov  3 Ferguson Shipbuilders Ltd, Port Glasgow, lay down two hybrid-powered ro-ro 
ferries for Caledonian Maritime Assets. 

2011 Nov  4 Arriva (Deutsche Bahn AG) announces acquisition of Grand Central Railway 
Co. 

2011 Nov  4 34-vehicle crash and fire on M5 Motorway near Taunton in poor visibility, 8.30 
pm (7 killed). 

2011 Nov  6 Last traditional Blackpool tramcars operate in normal service prior to system 
conversion to LRT Flexity vehicles (Double-deck ‘Millennium’ 707 last to depot). 

2011 Nov 14 SeaFrance last operates its sole (Dover–Calais) ro-ro route. 

2011 Nov 21 Stena ro-pax ferry MS Stena Caledonia makes final entry to Stranraer Port on 
passage from Belfast, last ex-BR short sea ship (TSMV St David, launched 
1980) on a British Isles crossing. MS Stena Superfast VIII makes first sailing 
from Loch Ryan Port, Cairnryan, on passage to Belfast VT4 terminal. 

2011 Nov 27 Torbulk coastal carrier Swanland sinks off north Wales coast in a storm (6 lost). 

2011 Nov 28 Chancellor announces National Infrastructure Plan. Transport elements include 
improvements to M56, M3, M25 and A14; support for electrification of 
Transpennine rail route and for East–West Rail Link; development of Tyne & 
Wear Metro; writing down of Humber Bridge borrowings; support for local 
authority borrowing to contribute to Northern Line extension to Brixton. 

2011 Dec  9 Balfour Beatty complete 10-year programme to paint Forth Bridge. 

2011 Dec  9–10  Last articulated bus operates in London (First London EA11040 on route 
207, replaced by conventional SN Scania Omnicity double-deckers, built in 
Poland). 

2011 Dec 14 Public Bodies Act provides for transfer of most responsibilities of BWB in 
England and Wales to Canal & River Trust; of Dover Harbour Board to Port of 
Dover Community Trust; and for abolition of BRB (Residuary) Ltd and British 
Shipbuilders. 

2011 Dec 14 Transport Secretary Justine Greening announces DfT financial support for 
major urban transport schemes: Croxley Rail Link (to open 2016); Bus rapid 
transit schemes in Bristol, East Lancashire (Pennine Reach) and South 
Yorkshire; Bath Transportation Package; and Elmbridge Transport 
(Gloucester/Cheltenham park & ride and associated schemes). 



2011 Dec 28 Announcement that Bombardier, Derby, is awarded contract to build 130 
Electrostar vehicles for Southern. 

 2012 

2012 Jan  1 TfL ceases to relicence taxis more than 15 years only for air quality reasons, 
causing remaining FX4 Fairways to be withdrawn 2012–13. 

2012 Jan  1 EU Emissions Trading Scheme applies to airlines. 

2012 Jan  2 Most regulated rail fares in England rise by 6%. 

2012 Jan  3 Stagecoach South subcontracts Worthing–Lancing bus service to Compass. 

2012 Jan  6–9 Ashok Leyland Ltd (Hinduja Group) increases share in Optare bus 
manufacturing business to 75% (announced 20 Dec 2011). Blackburn factory 
closes May. 

2012 Jan  9 SeaFrance goes into liquidation. 

2012 Jan 10 Transport Secretary Justine Greening announces decision to proceed with High 
Speed 2 for completion London–Birmingham in 2026. 

2012 Jan 18 Death of Sir Tom Cowie, motor vehicle dealer (b. 1922). 

2012 Jan 23 Motorcycles given permanent access to London bus lanes on most red routes. 

2012 Jan 25 Forth Ports acquires full control of Tilbury Container Services. 

2012 Feb–Mar Network Rail resignals Salisbury–Exeter with Track Circuit Block under 
control of Basingstoke Area Signalling Centre installed by Invensys Rail. 

2012 Feb  1 Exhibition Road, Kensington, formally opened as shared space (Dixon Jones, 
architects). 

2012 Feb  5 Greater Anglia rail passenger service franchise passes to Abellio Greater 
Anglia Ltd (NS). 

2012 Feb 26 First Bus launches Better Journeys for Life brand promise, including local 
identities, first introduced in Leeds Jan 26. 

2012 Feb 27 TfL’s crew-operated ‘New Bus for London’ hybrid double-deckers (Heatherwick 
Studios, design, based on Capoco Design concept; Wrightbus, builders) begin 
entry to service with Arriva operating LT2 on route 38. 

2012 Mar  3 Go-Ahead Group purchases Carousel Buses Ltd, High Wycombe. 

2012 Mar  5 Go-Ahead Group purchases Hedingham Omnibuses Ltd. 

2012 Mar  8 Government introduces White Paper on railway organisation, Reforming our 
Railways: putting the customer first, implementing many recommendations of 
the 2011 McNulty report. 

2012 Mar 18 Death of Alan Pegler, railway preservationist (b. 1920). 

2012 Mar 19 Network Rail London King’s Cross station western concourse officially opens 
(John McAslan + Partners, designers). 

2012 Mar 21 Budget announcements that a feasibility study is to be undertaken into the 
possibility of making the trunk highway network a regulated franchised public 
utility (announced Mar 19); confirmation of upgrading of Transpennine rail route 
and funding to be provided for superfast broadband and Wi-Fi in major cities 
(both as part of National Infrastructure Plan); and Royal Mail Pension Fund to 
be transferred to Government under terms of Postal Services Act 2011 wef Apr 
1 (announced Mar 18). 

2012 Mar 26 Arriva Scotland West bus operations sold to McGill’s Bus Services of 
Greenock. 

2012 Mar 27 Ofcom publishes Securing the Universal Postal Service: decision on the new 
regulatory framework, providing a definition of the obligatory UPS, granting 
Royal Mail freedom of pricing with a long-term price cap on 2nd class letter 



post, and providing for further commercial freedom. Royal Mail announces price 
rises from Apr 30 for basic letter rates of 30% (2nd class) and 39% (1st class). 

2012 Mar 31 Go-Ahead Group purchases First London’s Northumberland Park depot bus 
services. 

2012 Mar 31 (q/e) Britain exports cars to a greater value than it imports, for the first time 
since 1976. 

2012 Apr  1 CT Plus (Hackney Community Transport community inteest company) takes 
over operation of Guernsey buses. 

2012 Apr  1 Nottingham introduces a workplace parking levy. 

2012 Apr  4 Blackpool Tramway reopens as LRT system with single-deck Bombardier Flexity 
2 car 006. 

2012 Apr  4 Twin Sails Bridge, Poole, opens to traffic (double bascule with triangular-plan 
lifting decks; Gifford (Ramboll), engineers; Wilkinson Eyre, architects). 

2012 Apr 14 Both surviving Britannia class Pacific steam locomotives* depart London termini 
(King’s Cross and Euston) on special trains within an hour of each other. 

2012 Apr 16 TNT Post begins door-to-door deliveries in west London. 

2012 Apr 19 RATP Dev purchases Epsom Coaches (H.R. Richmond Ltd). 

2012 Apr 20 International Airlines Group (BA) purchase bmi from Lufthansa (agreement first 
announced 4 Nov 2011 and confirmed 22 Dec 2011). 

2012 Apr 22 South East Hampshire Bus Rapid Transit Eclipse unguided busway opened on 
2.8 miles (4.5 km) of of Gosport–Fareham trackbed, operated by First 
Hampshire & Dorset. 

2012 Apr 23 Go-Ahead Group purchases Anglian Buses, Beccles (established 1981). 

2012 Apr 23 Vodafone agrees to purchase Cable & Wireless Worldwide. 

2012 Apr 28 PO runs last postbus in England, from Malton. 

2012 Apr 29 Network Rail/South West Trains ‘deep alliance’. 

2012 May  1 Vauxhall Ampera range-extending electric car launched in UK. 

2012 May  4 Crossrail’s first TBM breaks ground (Phyllis, Royal Oak (Westbourne Park)–
Farringdon). 

2012 May  5 Wales Coast Path officially opens throughout. 

2012 May 18 Stagecoach announces acquisition of a number of Coach America subsidiaries 
(most of which it owned prior to 2001). 

2012 May 25 Epping Ongar Railway reopens as a heritage line with regular steam operation. 

2012 Jun - Network Rail begins to occupy its new corporate headquarters, Quadrant:MK at 
Milton Keynes. 

2012 Jun  1 Responsibility for navigation on Breydon Water and Lower Bure transferred 
from Great Yarmouth Port to Broads Authority, under terms of Broads Authority 
Act 2009. 

2012 Jun  1 BAA divests Edinburgh Airport to Global Infrastructure Partners (agreed Apr 
23). 

2012 Jun  3 Go-Ahead Group purchases H.C. Chambers & Son Ltd, Bures (established 
1877) and transfers their operations to Hedingham Omnibuses. 

2012 Jun  3 Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant. 

2012 Jun 11 Groupe Eurotunnel’s offer to buy three former SeaFrance ferries for lease to 
other operators is accepted by liquidators.  



2012 Jun 12 Natural England officially opens Pennine Bridleway National Trail throughout 
Middleton Top–Kirby Stephen (200 miles/320 km). 

2012 Jun 12 World Health Organization confirms diesel exhaust fumes as carcinogenic. 

2012 Jun 13 Manchester Metrolink opens first stage of Oldham & Rochdale line over former 
Oldham Loop to temporary terminus at Oldham Mumps; extended to Shaw & 
Crompton Dec 16. 

2012 Jun 18 Peel Ports introduces 160 teu container ship MV Monica on Liverpool–Irlam 
service. 

2012 Jun 27 Death of Rose Skinner, canal boatwoman (b. 1924). 

2012 Jun 28 TfL opens Emirates Air-Line monocable passenger gondola cableway over 
Thames, Royal Docks–Greenwich Peninsula, built and operated by Mace. 

2012 Jul  1 Arriva Transport Solutions (DB Bahn) and newly-acquired subsidiary Ambuline 
begin operation of East Midlands NHS non-emergency patient transport 
service. 

2012 Jul  2 Canal & River Trust charity takes over management of BW waterways in 
England and Wales (with Waterways Infrastructure Trust taking over ownership 
of the infrastructure), under terms of Public Bodies Act 2011 and The British 
Waterways Board (Transfer of Functions) Order 2012, also taking over 
functions of The Waterways Trust. British Waterways Scotland becomes 
Scottish Canals. Inland Waterways Advisory Council (Abolition) Order 2012 
also comes into effect. (Official launch Jul 12.) 

2012 Jul  5 Transport Secretary Justine Greening gives programme entry status approval 
for West Yorkshire Metro Leeds New Generation Transport trolleybus rapid 
transit scheme for completion 2018. 

2012 Jul  5 Serco takes over operation of NorthLink Ferries. 

2012 Jul 13 SNCF begins iDBus coach operation Paris–Lille–London. 

2012 Jul 16 DfT High Level Output Specification 2 for Control Period 5 (Apr 2014–19) for 
rail industry announced. Schemes include: completion of Crossrail and 
Thameslink; extension of Great Western Main Line electrification to Swansea 
(originally planned for 2017); electrification of Thames and Welsh valley 
branches; new western connection from GWML to Heathrow; electrification of 
Midland Main Line Bedford–Sheffield; electrified East West Rail Link 
Bedford/Milton Keynes–Aylesbury/Oxford; ‘electric spine’ Yorkshire/West 
Midlands–Southampton primarily for freight with additional electrification 
Oxford–Coventry–Nuneaton, Kettering–Corby, Walsall–Rugeley and Reading–
Basingstoke with 25kV Basingstoke–Southampton Port; ‘Northern Hub’ 
capacity improvements around Manchester; upgrades to East Coast Main Line 
King’s Cross–Newcastle and electrification Micklefield–Selby; capacity 
upgrades at Waterloo and on other commuter routes; station improvements. 

2012 Jul 22-3 Pacific 60163 Tornado hauls Royal Train Wembley–Millerhill, conveying Prince 
Charles from Kemble to Bishop Auckland and Alnmouth, the first steam-hauled 
overnight royal train for c.50 years. 

2012 Jul 25 DfT confirms Intercity Express Programme DBM contract with Agility Trains 
(Hitachi/John Laing) for supply of 92 passenger trains in a mix of all-electric and 
bi-mode (IEP) (built at Newton Aycliffe) for Great Western (2017) and ECML 
(2018). 

2012 Aug  3 (during 2012 Summer Olympics) All-time peak day for London Underground 
travel: 4.4M passengers. 

2012 Aug 15 Transport Secretary Justine Greening announces award of InterCity West 
Coast rail passenger service franchise for 9 Dec 2012–31 Mar 2026 to 
FirstGroup. Richard Branson of incumbent franchisee Virgin strongly 
denounces the award. 



2012 Aug 19–20 Network Rail resignals Shippea Hill–Thetford as pilot modular signalling 
renewal project installed by Signalling Solutions Ltd. 

2012 Aug 20 MyFerryLink commences Calais–Dover operation using former SeaFrance 
ferries leased from Groupe Eurotunnel. 

2012 Sep  1 First boat on summit section of Wey & Arun Canal since 1871 (John 
Smallpiece). 

2012 Sep  5 Devon County Council officially opens Drake’s Trail on National Cycle Network 
27 throughout Plymouth–Tavistock on course of former GWR branch line, 
including Gem Bridge (arched steel lattice truss viaduct, 200 m (656 ft) loa, c.35 
m (115 ft) awl) replacing Walkham Viaduct.  

2012 Sep  7 Government appoints Airports Commission (originally designated Independent 
Aviation Connectivity Commission; Sir Howard Davies, chairman) to report on 
future hub airport provision in 2013/15.  

2012 Sep 11 Knights Rail Services (Eastleigh) sold to Arlington Fleet Group. 

2012 Sep 18 Death of Colin H. Curtis, bus engineer (b. 1926). 

2012 Sep 20 TfL confirms order for 600 production crew-operated ‘New Bus for London’ 
hybrid double-deckers from Wrightbus for delivery 2013–16 for lease to 
contracted operators. 

2012 Sep 24 Stagecoach introduces enhanced commercial bus services in north Devon area 
following collapse of its agreement to purchase the services from FirstBus after 
OFT’s decision that it would refer the deal to the Competition Commission and 
First’s announcement (Jul 23) of closure of its Barnstaple depot on Sep 23. 

2012 Sep 27 IWA and C&RT sign memorandum of understanding. 

2012 Oct  3 (00.01 hrs) New Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin announces that the 
InterCity West Coast rail passenger service franchise award of Aug 15 to 
FirstGroup is suspended and the bid process will be rerun following the 
discovery (on the eve of an application for judicial review sought by Virgin) of 
significant flaws by DfT civil servants in assessing the bids. It is announced on 
Oct 14 and confirmed on Dec 6 that Virgin will continue to run the service from 
Dec 9 until 9 Nov 2014 (extended in 2013 until Apr 2017) under a management 
fee arrangement while the tender process is rerun. It will give profits to charity 
during this period. Other franchise processes are placed on hold. 

2012 Oct  4 Death of Bernard Holden, railwayman; President, Bluebell Railway (b. 1908). 

2012 Oct 21 Bowen Travel Group (Loughborough) enters administration. 

2012 Oct 15 BAA renamed Heathrow Airport Holdings. 

2012 Oct 22 Manganese Bronze Holdings (Coventry), parent of manufacturers London Taxi 
Co., goes into liquidation. 

2012 Oct 23 Veolia surrenders majority share in Veolia Transdev to Caisse des dépôts et 
consignations. 

2012 Oct 23 (23.30 hrs) Final transfer of terrestrial television signals from analogue to 
digital, in Northern Ireland and Irish Republic. BBC Ceefax ceases. 

2012 Oct 30 Everything Everywhere (EE; Orange and T-Mobile) offers fourth generation 
(4G) mobile phone services on its existing bandwidth in urban areas (permitted 
by Ofcom Sep 11). 

2012 Oct 31 British International Helicopters operates last Penzance–St Mary’s (Isles of 
Scilly) service. 

2012 Nov  1 Network Rail opens Nuneaton chord (east to north) as part of Trans-European 
Transport Network freight link from Felixstowe to LW10 loading gauge for hi-
cube containers. 

2012 Nov 11 & 18  Steam railmotor GWR no. 93* operates on Looe branch. 



2012 Nov 15 Cardiff Bus announces appointment of Cynthia Ogbonna as its managing 
director, first black woman in a senior passenger transport post. 

2012 Nov 18 Network Rail energise electrification for Scotrail Paisley Canal branch, using 
4.03 m overhead line electrification wire height. Design & Build contract let to 
Babcock Jun; work on site starts Sep 22; full EMU service Dec 10. 

2012 Nov c.23 Death of George Smith, canal boatman (b. 1915). 

2012 Dec  2 First Manchester Wigan operations sold to Stagecoach Greater Manchester 
Buses East (announced Oct 31). 

2012 Dec  8 National Railway Museum, Great Central Railway and Leicester City Council 
confirm a joint project to build a new railway museum at Leicester North for 
2017. 

2012 Dec  9 London Overground services extended Surrey Quays–Clapham Junction. 

2012 Dec  9 Death of Alex Moulton, vehicle suspension system engineer (b. 1920). 

2012 Dec 11 Delta Air Lines (US) announces purchase of 49% share in Virgin Atlantic from 
Singapore Airlines. 

2012 Dec 19 Agreement for sale of Invensys Rail Group (Chippenham) to Siemens 
(announced Nov 28). 

2012 Dec 26 China Railways open Beijing–Guangzhou Intercity Railway passenger service 
throughout over 2298 km (1428 miles) with CRH trains averaging 300 km/h (186 
mph) giving an 8-hr journey time, the world’s longest high-speed service. 

2012 Dec 31 Deadline for GSM-R to be operable on Network Rail south of the Wash. 

 2013 

2013 More new cars registered in UK than in any year since 2007 (announced by 
SMMT 7 Jan 2014). 

2013 Jan  1 Regulated rail fares in England rise by 4.2% average. 

2013 Jan  1 New motor vehicle registration system in Irish Republic, introducing 3-digit year 
code prefix. 

2013 Jan  1 Citywing acquires business of Manx2 airline. 

2013 Jan  2 Liberty Bus (operated by CT Plus, Hackney Community Transport community 
interest company) takes over operation of Jersey buses. 

2013 Jan  8 Network Rail publishes 5-year plan 2014–19. 

2013 Jan  9 Metropolitan Railway sesquicentenary celebrations begin. 

2013 Jan 13 Stagecoach takes over operation of purchased First Bus operations in Chester, 
Wirral, Ellesmere Port and Wrexham areas (announced 12 Nov 2012). 

2013 Jan 28 Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin announces route of High Speed 2 from 
Birmingham to Leeds and Manchester. 

2013 Feb  9 Electric Traction Ltd withdraws from spot hire mainline locomotive operation. 

2013 Feb 11 Manchester Metrolink East Manchester line opens to Droylsden. 

2013 Feb 20 4G spectrum access sales to mobile phone operators announced. 

2013 Feb 28 Stansted Airport sold to Manchester Airports Group by Heathrow Airport 
Holdings (divestment required by Competition Commission; sale announced 
Jan 18). 

2013 Feb end North Western Traffic Commissioner orders Arriva Derby to carry evening 
passengers free for 1 year on some routes as penalty for making unregistered 
variations on them. 

2013 Mar - National Express reaches 100,000 Facebook ‘likes’. 



2013 Mar  3 Stagecoach takes over operation of purchased Bluebird bus operations in 
Middleton area of Manchester (announced 19 Nov 2012); Rotala (trading as 
Diamond) takes over operation of purchased First Bus operations in Redditch 
and Kidderminster areas. 

2013 Mar  7 Mayor of London announces plans for an east–west enhanced cycle route. 

2013 Mar 18 Selwyns Travel, Runcorn (coach and bus operator) sold to RATP Dev. 

2013 Mar 23 Bluebell Railway Northern Extension through to East Grinstead opens to 
passengers (B473/323/55*). 

2013 Mar 26 Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin announces new TOC franchise 
programme timetable. Franchises expiring up to 2017 will be extended for 
between 10 and 50 months, with the first now planned for letting being Essex 
Thameside and Thameslink (Aut 2014) and East Coast (Feb 2015). West Coast 
is delayed until 2017. 

2013 Mar 28 Nissan begins mass production at Washington (Sunderland) of Leaf battery-
electric car. 

2013 Mar 29 Basingstoke Canal reopens throughout navigable length after 4-year closure of 
Deepcut locks. 

2013 Mar 29 PS Kingswear Castle (1924) returns to excursion service on the River Dart for 
the first time since Aug 1965, under charter to Dart Pleasure Craft (Dartmouth 
Steam Railway & River Boat Co.) 

2013 Mar 31 Virgin Atlantic begins “Little Red” internal flights, London Heathrow (Terminal 
1)–Manchester (aircraft wet-leased from Aer Lingus). 

2013 Apr - Briggs Marine takes over operation of TfL’s Woolwich Ferry from Serco under 
contract (Dec 2012) to London River Services. 

2013 Apr  1 Arriva launches Sapphire premium bus branding, initially on Chester–Wrexham 
route. 

2013 Apr 18 TransEuropa Ferries suspends operation of Ramsgate–Oostende ferry, 
entering banruptcy on 25 Apr. End of regular ferry services from Ramsgate. 

2013 Apr 19 First Bus announces sale agreement for all its London operations (except 
Dagenham) to be split between Metroline (owned by ComfortDelGro of 
Singapore) and Tower Transit (owned by Transit Systems Group of Australia). 

2013 Apr 29 City Link express delivery service sold for £1 by Rentokil Initial to Better 
Capital. 

2013 Apr 30 Waitrose begins supplying onboard catering supplies for Eurostar trains. 

2013 May 13 Western Greyhound (Cornwall) loses around 37 from its 100-bus fleet in fire 
(probable arson) at its Summercourt depot. Services return to near-normal after 
a week using hired-in vehicles, but for other reasons are withdrawn from 
Penwith from Nov 3. Another 3 vehicles are destroyed in a presumed arson 
attack on its Liskeard depot 24 Jan 2014. 

2013 May 13 Patriot Aerospace (Rigby Group) announces acquisition of British International 
Helicopter Services. 

2013 May 16 Arriva (Deutsche Bahn AG) announces acquisition of Veolia Transport Central 
Europe. 

2013 May 23 Manchester Metrolink South Manchester line extended to East Didsbury over 
course of Manchester South District Railway. 

2013 May 31 West Coast Motors (Campbeltown) announces its acquisition of Bowman’s 
Tours of Mull. 

2013 May end Robin Evans retires as chief executive of Canal & River Trust, succeeded 
from Jul by Richard Parry (previously of FirstGroup). 



2013 Jun  1 Bristow Helicopters take over maritime search and rescue service at Sumburgh 
from Maritime & Coastguard Agency (Stornoway from Jul 1). 

2013 Jun 11 TfL publishes Mayor of London’s Vision 2020 for rail infrastructure 
developments, including extension of Northern Line to Battersea, Bakerloo to 
Peckham and Tramlink to Crystal Palace and Sutton and electrification Gospel 
Oak–Barking. 

2013 Jun 14 Last Kensington Olympia–Wandsworth Road/Clapham High Street train 
services operate with passengers. 

2013 Jun 19 ERS Railways BV (Rotterdam-based European open access freight operator) 
sold by Maersk to Freightliner Group. 

2013 Jun 21 Thomson Airways becomes first British airline to operate Boeing 787 
Dreamliner (with Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engines) 

2013 Jun 22 First Tfl route converted to full operation by New Bus for London (no. 24, 
operated by Metroline). 

2013 Jun 26 Patriot Aerospace (Rigby Group) announces acquisition of majority share in 
Exeter International Airport from Balfour Beatty. 

2013 Jun 28 Scale Lane Bridge (swing footbridge with comma-plan deck; 
McDowell+Benedetti, architects; Alan Baxter Associates and Qualter Hall, 
engineers) opens in Hull. 

2013 Jun 29 Ex-LNER A4 Pacific 4464 Bittern* attains 90 mph on East Coast Main Line. 

2013 Jul  3–17 All 6 surviving ex-LNER A4 Pacifics* are assembled together in the UK, at 
the National Railway Museum, York. 

2013 Jul  4 Death of Audrey D. Williams née Harper, wartime canal boatwoman 
(Tasmania) (b. 1921). 

2013 Jul  8 Stagecoach begins Megabus Gold sleeper operation using Van Hool 
Astromega double-deck coaches with Aberdeen–London service. 

2013 Jul 11 RNLI dedicates first Shannon class 13 m water-jet life-boat Jock and Annie 
Slater. 

2013 Jul 14 Last Indian telegraph sent. 

2013 Jul 18 DfT confirms option with Agility Trains (Hitachi Rail Europe/John Laing, Newton 
Aycliffe) for supply of second tranche comprising 30 x 9-car Intercity Express 
Programme Super Express EMUs for ECML. 

2013 Jul 25 Last Ford Transit van off Southampton production line; all production 
transferred to Turkey (announced 25 Oct 2012). 

2013 Jul 26 Excavation of substantial remains of the wooden Bigges Main waggonway (4 ft 
8 in gauge; 1785–6) near Wallsend on Tyne, including a wash hole, is reported. 

2013 Aug Last Thomas Cook European Rail Timetable published (first Mar 1873). 

2013 Aug  4 Announcement that Little Chef is sold by RCapital to Kout Food Group 
(Kuwait). 

2013 Aug  6 Railcare (maintenance depots at Wolverton and St Rollox) goes into 
administration; sold Aug 27 to Knorr-Brernse. 

2013 Aug  8 British Airways introduces Boeing 787 Dreamliner on long-haul services. 

2013 Aug 12 Government announces winning bids for funding to improve cycling 
infrastructure in English provincial cities and national parks. 

2013 Aug 16 World’s largest container ship, Mærsk Mc-Kinney Møller (18,270 teu), arrives at 
Rotterdam on her maiden voyage. 

2013 Aug 20 Huelin-Renouf Shipping, Jersey, enters liquidation. 

2013 Sep  1 BT withdraws its dial-up Internet service. 



2013 Sep  5 130-vehicle crash in fog on Sheppey Crossing. 

2013 Sep  9 Arriva buys out Centrebus Ltd’s 60% share in Centrebus (Holdings) Ltd, taking 
over full operation of its services as Yorkshire Tiger, K-Line and Hinckley Bus. 

2013 Sep 25 Luton Dunstable Busway (guidewheel) opens to passengers (BAM Nuttall, 
DBO). 

2013 Sep 30 BRB (Residuary) Ltd abolished, under terms of Public Bodies Act 2011 and 
Public Bodies (Abolition of BRB (Residuary) Limited) Order 2013, with functions 
and residual assets divided between: Highways Agency Historical Railways 
Estate (the “burdensome estate”); London & Continental Railways Ltd 
(development sites);  Network Rail (Assets) Ltd (sites associated with 
operational railway, Old Dalby test track (later styled Rail Innovation & 
Development Centre Melton) and memorials); Rail Safety & Standards Board 
(intellectual rights in Railway Documentation & Drawing Service rolling stock 
records); and directly to the Secretary of State for Transport (miscellaneous, 
including BR staff health claims). BRB continues in existence for duration of 
Channel Tunnel operating franchise. 

2013 Oct  1 Bus Service Operating Grant payments in London devolved to TfL and Greater 
London Authority. 

2013 Oct  1 Last FX4 Fairway London taxi ceases to be licenced, R44 CAB. 

2013 Oct  9 Manchester Metrolink East Manchester line extended to Ashton-under-Lyne. 

2013 Oct 15 Majority holding in Royal Mail floated unconditionally on Stock Exchange 
(announced Apr 26). 

2013 Nov  2 Railway Touring Co. runs ‘The Blue Bell Explorer’ Bridgnorth–Sheffield Park 
over two heritage railways (Severn Valley and Bluebell) via Rugby and West 
London line steam hauled throughout by Pacific 70013 Oliver Cromwell*. 

2013 Nov  7 First container handled at London Gateway container port and logistics park 
(DP World) on site of Shellhaven, capable of handling ‘Triple-E’ 18K teu 
container ships with rail haulage provided by DB Schenker. 

2013 Nov  6 TNT Post begins door-to-door deliveries in Manchester. 

2013 Nov 21 High Speed Rail (Preparation) Act passed. 

2013 Nov 25 HS2 Ltd submits HS2 Phase One Hybrid Bill (High Speed Rail (London–West 
Midlands) Bill) to Parliament. 

2013 Nov 25 First hybrid-powered ro-ro ferry, DEV Hallaig owned by Caledonian Maritime 
Assets, scheduled to enter public service on CalMac Sconser (Skye)–Raasay 
crossing. 

2013 Nov 29 Police Scotland Eurocopter EC-135 T2 helicopter G-SPAO crashes on The 
Clutha bar in Glasgow following loss of fuel supply to both engines (10 killed). 

2013 Dec - The original wooden Pont Briwet (Cambrian Coast rail line and toll road), 
having been rendered unsafe by construction of the replacement bridge, is 
closed to all traffic (replacement rail deck opened 1 Sep 2014; road 13 Jul 
2015). 

2013 Dec 12 Newly-electrified route Newton-le-Willows–Castlefield Junction first used by 
new First TransPennine Glasgow/Edinburgh–Manchester Airport services using 
class 350/4 Desiro EMUs. 

2013 Dec 17 Airports Commission (Sir Howard Davies, chairman) publishes its Interim report 
on future hub airport provision in the south east, shortlisting a new north west 
runway or doubling length of an existing runway at Heathrow or a second 
runway at Gatwick for final decision in 2015; decision on whether to include a 
new inner Thames estuary airport on the Isle of Grain in the final options is 
deferred until 2 Sep 2014 when it is rejected. 



2013 Dec 18 Transport for Edinburgh merges Lothian Buses, Edinburgh Trams and 
Edinburgh Tours. 

2013 Dec 18 Stagecoach takes over Norfolk Green. 

2013 Dec 21 Arriva Buses Wales closes Aberystwyth depot and outstations. 

2013 Dec 30 Eurostar records carrying 10 million passengers for the year for the first time. 

 2014 

2014 Jan  2 Regulated rail fares in England rise by 3.1%, being capped at last July’s RPI; 
average increase for all fares 2.8%. 

2014 Jan  2 Death of (Elizabeth) Jane Howard, novelist and first IWA (secretarial) employee 
(Suffolk) (b. 1923). 

2014 Jan  8–9 LD Lines begins Gijón (Asturias)–Saint-Nazaire (Brittany)–Rosslare Europort 
service with ro-pax ferry Scintu renamed Norman Atlantic. 

2014 Jan  8  Roads Bill in Irish Republic provides for Railway Procurement Agency to merge 
into National Roads Authority as Transport Infrastructure Service. 

2014 Jan 15 DfT devolves payment of Bus Service Operating Grants to local transport 
authorities outside London for distribution to operators. 

2014 Jan 18 First class 68 (UKLight) mixed-traffic locomotive built by Vossloh España 
(Valencia) delivered to Beacon Rail Leasing for DRS. 

2014 Jan 19 All-electric buses with range-extending induction power transfer using on-street 
charging, using Wrightbus Streetlite single-deck vehicles operated by Arriva 
The Shires, project managed by eFleet Integrated Service (eFIS, subsidiary of 
MBK Sustainable Projects, a Mitsui-Arup joint venture), introduced into public 
service on Milton Keynes route 7, Wolverton–Bletchley. 

2014 Jan 27 Manchester Metrolink Oldham town centre surface line opens to permanent 
Oldham Mumps stop. 

2014 Jan 30 First rebrands its Taunton and Bridgwater operations as The Buses of 
Somerset, without corporate identity. 

2014 Jan–Feb Dubai International becomes world’s busiest airport by monthly passenger 
numbers, claimed as first occasion in 350 years in which London has not been 
the world’s busiest port or airport. 

2014 Feb  4–Apr  4  Railway on seawall at Dawlish severed by storms. 

2014 Feb  9 Finglands bus services sold by EYMS to First Manchester. 

2014 Feb 28 Announcement that London & North Western Railway Heritage Co. Ltd steam 
locomotive repair facility at Crewe is sold by Pete Waterman to Jeremy Hosking 
and transferred to the Royal Scot Locomotive & General Trust. Soon afterwards 
Hosking’s Locomotive Storage Ltd (2013) leases Crewe Diesel TMD from DB 
Schenker. 

2014 Mar  2 Two Together railcard launched nationally. 

2014 Mar  3 Stagecoach announces record £100M orders for almost 570 buses and 
coaches for FY 2014/15. 

2014 Mar 11 Death in office of Bob Crow, RMT trade union general secretary since Feb 
2002 (London) (b. 1961). 

2014 Mar 15 Territorial Army 275 Railway Troop, Royal Logistic Corps formally disbanded, 
the Army’s last railway operating unit. 

2014 Mar 17 David Higgins, chairman, High Speed 2, proposes completion of HS2 to Crewe 
by 2027; agreed by Chancellor 30 Nov 2015. 

2014 Mar 20 Hitachi announces intention to move its global rail vehicle business 
headquarters to England. 



2014 Mar 22 Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railway trains first use rebuilt Porthmadog 
Harbour station (official opening May 22). 

2014 Mar 26 TNT Post begins door-to-door deliveries in Liverpool. 

2014 Mar 31 Manchester Metrolink extended to Rochdale Town Centre. 

2014 Mar 31 Stena acquires Celtic Link Ferries’ Rosslare–Cherbourg service using ro-pax 
ferry MV Celtic Horizon. 

2014 Apr  1 & 23  Frames for two LNER-design class P2 2-8-2s cut. 

2014 Apr  1 Rail Executive set up within DfT. 

2014 Apr  1 Brecon Mountain Railway (2 ft (60 cm) gauge) opens Torpantau extension to 
tourist passengers. 

2014 Apr  1 South Yorkshire Integrated Transport Authority merged into Sheffield City 
Region Combined Authority. 

2014 Apr 19 Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway Co. runs its last bus service prior to 
winding up proceedings commencing Apr 21 initiated by HMRC (UK). Services 
are taken over by McGonagal and Bus Éireann. The company’s last (cattle) 
train ran on 8 Aug 1953. 

2014 Apr 21 New Forth & Clyde Canal link to Carron opens at Helix, Grangemouth 
(ceremonial inauguration Apr 17 evening). 

2014 Apr 26 Bus services and most assets of JPT, Manchester, taken over by Stagecoach. 

2014 Apr 28 RATP Dev (Paris owners of London United) announces its takeover of London 
Sovereign buses from Transdev. 

2014 May 20 SWT begins first regular use of Waterloo International by domestic rail services 
(normally platform 20 at peaks only). 

2014 May 20 Dublin Corporation opens Rosie Hackett Bridge over Liffey for public transport. 

2014 May 26 Hindustan Motors announces construction of Ambassador saloon car is 
suspended. 

2014 May 31 Edinburgh Trams begin operation, St Andrew Square–Airport. 

2014 Jun - Sinclair Horticultural close their 2 ft (60 cm) gauge peat moss railway at Bolton 
Fell, Cumbria, probably the last commercially operating surface industrial line of 
this gauge in the UK. 

2014 Jun  4 Heathrow Airport opens new Terminal 2 (on site of original terminal); United 
Airlines is first user. 

2014 Jun 13 First female heritage railway company chairman, Elizabeth Harland, Llangollen 
Railway. 

2014 Jun 24 German operator nextbike introduces cycle hire scheme in Glasgow (shortly 
following one in Bath). 

2014 Jul  6 London buses go cashless. 

2014 Jul  7 ORR imposes £53m fine on Network Rail for delays to long-distance trains 
which will be available for TOCs to bid for improving speed of wi-fi on busier 
commuter routes. 

2014 Jul 18 TfL announces MTR Corporation (Hong Kong) as operator for Crossrail 
concession from 2015. 

2014 Aug  5 One North report produced by consortium of northern English local authorities 
advocating major government infrastructure investment. 

2014 Aug 18 Death of David St John Thomas, railway historian and transport publisher (MS 
Queen Victoria) (b. 1929). 

2014 Sep - Network Rail reclassified as a public body by Office for National Statistics. 



2014 Sep  6 Quantock Motor Services ceases trading and goes into liquidation. 

2014 Sep  9 HSS Stena Explorer runs its last Dún Laoghaire–Holyhead service, the last ferry 
on a route operated since 17 Dec 1834 and the last high-speed sea service 
catamaran on the middle Irish Sea route. On 4 Feb 2015 Stena Line confirms it 
will not resume sailings from Dún Laoghaire for the summer season, 
concentrating on its services to Dublin Port. 

2014 Sep 11 RATP Dev announces its takeover of The Original Tour London sightseeing 
bus operation from Arriva. 

2014 Sep 14 Govia Thameslink Railway Ltd takes over Thameslink and Great Northern 
portions of Thameslink Southern & Great Northern rail passenger service 
management franchise on expiry of First Capital Connect franchise under 7 
year contract (announced May 23) which absorbs Southern routes from 26 Jul 
2015. 

2014 Sep 14 DFDS runs last Harwich–Esbjerg ferry, the last direct passenger service to 
Scandinavia. 

2014 Sep 15 TNT Post rebrands as Whistl. 

2014 Sep 16 TfL introduces contactless card payments on all rail operations. 

2014 Sep 28 DFDS Harwich–Esbjerg ferry last operates. 

2014 Oct  1 Road tax disks abolished. 

2014 Oct  6 Scottish Transport announces that Abellio takes over ScotRail passenger 
service franchise from FirstGroup wef 1 Apr 2015. On Oct 9 Abellio confirms its 
order for 234 Hitachi AT200 EMU cars for the franchise. 

2014 Oct 10 DfT announces extension by direct award of First Great Western TOC’s Greater 
Western management franchise until Mar 2019 (with possible 1-year 
extension). 

2014 Oct  15 Royal Caribbean cruise ship MS Oasis of the Seas (225,282 tg; 362 m/1,187 ft) 
docks in service for first time in Britain, at Southampton bound for Florida, 
largest passenger ship ever to do so. 

2014 Oct 22 Llangollen Railway extended to Corwen (East). 

2014 Oct 22 Death of Sonia Rolt, waterway campaigner (Stanley Pontlarge) (b. 1919). 

2014 Oct 27 Official government announcement of support for “High Speed 3” Hull–
Liverpool rail link with Leeds–Manchester core. 

2014 Oct 31 Network Rail buys 105 freight depots from DB Schenker, Freightliner and GB 
Railfreight. 

2014 Oct 31 Virgin Galactic (suborbital) tourist spacecraft SpaceShipTwo VSS Enterprise 
crashes on test over Mojave Desert (1 pilot killed). 

2014 Nov c. Last cast-iron post box supplied to Royal Mail. 

2014 Nov  3 Manchester Metrolink extended to Manchester Airport. 

2014 Nov  5 Vivarail confirms acquisition of ex-LUL D78 stock for remanufacturing to D-train 
DEMUs for provincial services, financed by Railroad Development Corporation 
(Pittsburgh). 

2014 Nov  7 Death of John Hibbs, transport academic (Birmingham) (b. 1925). 

2014 Nov  9 c2c (as NXET Trains Ltd) begins operation of new 15-year Essex Thameside 
rail passenger service franchise in succession to its previous LTS franchise. 

2014 Nov 13 Eurostar displays newly-delivered class 374 (Siemens e320 ‘Velaro’) EMU at St 
Pancras International and announces it is expanding its order from 10 to 17. 

2014 Nov 13 Hitachi rolls out pre-series class 800 (Super Express) Intercity Express 
Programme bi-mode train from its Kasado plant. 



2014 Nov 14 Whippet Coaches (Cambridgeshire) sold to Tower Transit. 

2014 Nov 21 Bath Bus Co. introduces experimental bus service to Bristol Airport powered by 
biomethane gas produced by GENeco at Avonmouth sewage works. From Mar 
2015 begins regular service with First West of England in Bristol. 

2014 Nov 24 Brixham Express begin regular Brixham–Torquay commuter ferry service, 
initially chartering MV Pride of Exmouth. 

2014 Dec  1 Government announces 84 Highways Agency schemes on which previously 
allocated funds will be spent. 

2014 Dec  7 DLR rail passenger service concession transfers to Keolis/Amey Rail trading as 
Keolis Amey Docklands. 

2014 Dec 10 Sale of most Western Greyhound bus operations (Cornwall) to Michael Bishop 
confirmed (some to Plymouth Citybus t/a Go Cornwall Bus Dec 8). 

2014 Dec 15 Chiltern Railways introduces first class 68 locomotive subleased from DRS on 
its Mainline passenger services, replacing DB Schenker class 67s. 

2014 Dec 18 Heathrow Airport Holdings divests Glasgow, Aberdeen and Southampton 
airports to a consortium of Ferrovial Airports and Macquarie European 
Infrastructure Fund 4 (MEIF4). 

2014 Dec 21 Some South eastern rail passenger services transfer to Govia Thameslink 
Southern & Great Northern operation. 

2014 Dec 22 Refuse truck runs out of control in Glasgow city centre (6 pedestrians killed). 

2014 Dec 23 Nicaragua Canal construction officially commences. 

2014 Dec 24 City Link express delivery service goes into receivership. 

2014 Dec 30 Death of Allan Garraway, General Manager, Festiniog Railway (Newtonmore) 
(b. 1926). 

2014 Dec 31 Cornish Busways ceases trading. 

 2015 

2015 All-time highest number of new car registrations, 2.63M. The best selling model 
for the 7th year running is the Ford Fiesta Mark VI supermini (first produced in 
continental Europe Aug 2008). Britain produces a 10-year record number of 
cars (almost 1.6M) with an all-time record 1.2M exported. 

2015 Jan  2 Regulated rail fares in England rise by 2.5%, being last July’s RPI + 1%; 
average increase for all fares 2.2%. 

2015 Jan  5 Trains first use Reading Viaduct (flyover). 

2015 Jan  5 Whittle (Kidderminster, subsidiary of EYMS) ceases bus operation (coach 
operation to Johnsons, Henley-in-Arden). 

2015 Jan 7 China Shipping Container Lines CSCL Globe (400 m (1312 ft), 186K tg, 19,100 
teu), the world’s largest container ship on this day, docks at Felixstowe on her 
maiden voyage. 

2015 Feb  2 First London Underground ticket office closures. 

2015 Feb  5 BT agrees to purchase majority holding in mobile phone operater EE from 
Deutsche Telekom and Orange (completed 29 Jan 2016). 

2015 Feb 11 First trials of autonomous vehicles on public highways. 

2015 Feb 26 Butterley Gangroad tunnel at Fritchley (1793) scheduled as an Ancient 
Monument. 

2015 Feb 27 Santander take over sponsorship of TfL London cycle hire scheme from 
Barclays. 

2015 Feb 28 Green Triangle Buses (t/a South Lancs Travel) sold to Rotala. 



2015 Mar - Rail Operations Group (Derby) begins operations. 

2015 Mar - Road signs with metric height and width measures permissable. 

2015 Mar  1 East Coast rail passenger service franchise taken over by Inter City Railways 
t/a Virgin Trains East Coast (90% Stagecoach/10% Virgin) for 8 years, in 
succession to interim operator East Coast Main Line (DOR) (announced 27 
Nov 2014). 

2015 Mar  3 Government agrees sale of its 40% share in Eurostar International to British 
and Canadian investment funds but on May 13 the EU agrees SNCF Mobilités 
may exercise its option to buy the share, giving it 95% control of Eurostar. 

2015 Mar  5 Northern Rail begins Liverpool Lime Street–Manchester Piccadilly electrified 
services. 

2015 Mar  9 Mediterranean Shipping Co. MSC Oscar (395 m (1297 ft), 193K tg, 19,224 teu), 
the world’s largest container ship by capacity, docks at Felixstowe on her 
maiden voyage. 

2015 Mar 10 P&O ‘superliner’ Britannia named. 

2015 Mar 13 Western Greyhound (Cornwall) ceases bus operations; services transfer to 
First Kernow and other operators. 

2015 Mar 20 Northern Transport Strategy published. 

2015 Mar 24 Hutchison Whampoa (ultimately controlled by Li Ka-shing of Cheung Kong) 
agrees to purchase mobile phone operator O2 from Telefónica. 

2015 Mar 25 Genesee & Wyoming Inc. acquire 94% of Freightliner. 

2015 Mar 27 Condor Ferries introduce trimaran Condor Liberation on Poole–Channel Islands 
service. 

2015 Apr  1 Abellio takes over ScotRail passenger service franchise from FirstGroup 
(Scottish Transport contract; announced 6 Oct 2014); Serco takes over 
Caledonian Sleeper service (Scottish Transport contract; announced 28 May 
2014). 

2015 Apr  1 Highways England created as strategic highways company. Office of Rail and 
Road (previously Office of the Rail Regulator) becomes its regulator. 

2015 Apr  1 Transfer of maritime search and rescue service from military to Bristow 
Helicopters begins (Inverness and Humberside), for completion Smr 2017 (10-
year contract announced 26 Mar 2013). 

2015 Apr  3–May 7  West Coast Railways (special train operator) operating licence 
suspended; substantially suspended again Nov 24; prohibition notice issued 17 
Feb 2016. 

2015 Apr  6 Speed limit for HGVs in England and Wales raised from 40 to 50 mph (80 km/h); 
50 to 60 mph (97 km/h) on dual carriageways. 

2015 Apr  8–10 TransOceanic Wind Transport operates first Brixham–Douarnenez (Brittany) 
cargo trip under sail using lugger Grayhound (1776 design completed 2012). 

2015 Apr 13 Velopost announces opening of its Bristol bicycle postal delivery service to the 
general public. 

2015 Apr 16 Sale of Eversholt Rail ROSCO to Cheung Kong (announced Jan 20). 

2015 Apr 21 First new “cuckoo boat” built for over 80 years launched on Chesterfield Canal, 
New Dawn. 

2015 Apr 24 La Compagnie begins London Luton–Newark Liberty International budget 
business class flights. 

2015 May  1 Eurostar London–Marseille through service begins. 



2015 May  8 Tower Transit awarded contract by Singapore Land Transport Authority to 
operate bus services in Jurong district wef May 2016. 

2015 May  9 Wardle Transport of Stoke-on-Trent sold by Arriva back to D&G Bus. 

2015 May 11 Whistl suspends door-to-door postal delivery. 

2015 May 12 CLH Group (Compañía Logística de Hidrocarburos, Spain) takes over 
ownership, management and operation of Government Pipeline and Storage 
System as CLH-PS from the Ministry of Defence’s Oil and Pipelines Agency. 

2015 May 17 Ebbw Vale Town station opened. On Jun 10 Ebbw Vale cableway (an 
automated single-line funicular lift) opens connecting it with the town centre 

2015 May 17 Network Rail reopens Todmorden Curve. 

2015 May 18 Northern Rail begins Liverpool Lime Street–St Helens–Wigan North 
Western/Manchester Victoria electrified services. 

2015 May 26 JJP Holdings (South West) Ltd, Weston-super-Mare, set up to control bus 
companies 

2015 May 31 First Crossrail revenue operations, Liverpool Street High Level–Shenfield, 
taken over by MTR Corporation (Hong Kong), branded as TfL Rail. Liverpool 
Street–Enfield Town/Cheshunt via Southbury/Chingford and Romford–
Upminster services also transferred from West Anglia to LOROL (TfL 
franchisee, part owned  by MTR). 

2015 Jun early Southport Pier Railway ceases operation. 

2015 Jun 1 Amey commence management of Forth road bridges for Transport Scotland. 

2015 Jun  8 Paper driving licences abolished. 

2015 Jun 12 Network Rail/South West Trains announce their ‘deep alliance’ is being ‘re-
shaped’, i.e. abolished; normal contractual relationships are restored over 
summer. 

2015 Jun 25 Government announces postponement of Leeds–Manchester and Midland 
Main Line electrification schemes; resumption of work with new target dates is 
announced on Sep 30. 

2015 Jun 29 Death of Ian Allan, railway publisher (b. 1922). 

2015 Jul  1 Public members of Network Rail are replaced by Richard Brown (former 
Eurostar chairman) as special director (announced by Secretary of State Jun 
25). 

2015 Jul  1 Final report of Airports Commission (Sir Howard Davies, chairman) on future 
hub airport provision in the south east recommends construction of a third 
runway at Heathrow, confirmed by Government 5 Jun 2018. 

2015 Jul 1/2 MyFerryLink (operated by co-operative SCOP Seafrance, in administration) 
ceases Calais–Dover operation following agreement for DFDS Seaways to take 
over ro-ro ferries MS Rodin and MS Berlioz which MyFerryLink has been leasing 
from Groupe Eurotunnel. Protests by displaced staff coincide with major 
pressure from would-be immigrants at the Eurotunnel Coquelles terminal to 
cause major disruptions to cross-channel services. 

2015 Jul  5 Unesco inscribes Forth Bridge onto World Heritage List. 

2015 Jul 13 An Post introduces a postal code, Eircode, in Irish Republic. 

2015 Jul 14 Greenway Ferry (“Western Lady”) announces withdrawal from its Torbay ferry 
operations (not operated this season), selling some assets to Dartmouth Steam 
Railway & River Boat Co. 

2015 Jul 16 Sir Peter Hendy (previously Commissioner of Transport for London) replaces 
Prof. Richard Parry-Jones as chairman of Network Rail (announced by 
Secretary of State Jun 25). Mike Brown succeeds Hendy in London. 



2015 Jul 16 Cornwall County Council empowered to franchise bus services by Dec 2018. 

2015 Jul  26 Southern and Gatwick Express rail passenger service franchise are integrated 
into Govia Thameslink management franchise. 

2015 Aug  6 First Devon & Cornwall Ltd renamed as First South West Ltd and registered 
address transferred to Camborne bus station. 

2015 Aug  6 New Suez Canal opened. 

2015 Aug  9 Office of Rail and Road threatens Network Rail with loss of its operating 
licence. 

2015 Aug 18 International Airlines Group (BA) acquisition of Aer Lingus confirmed (agreed 
Jan 27). 

2015 Aug 25 Eurostar first operates Siemens e320 Velaro (class 374) EMUs in revenue 
service. 

2015 Aug 25 Nottingham Express Transit Phase 2 opened. 

2015 Aug 28 First Bus Bracknell depot closed, following transfer of most services to Reading 
Buses and Courtney Coaches. 

2015 Sep  3 Hitachi Rail Europe opens its Newton Aycliffe works (topped out Mar 12). 

2015 Sep  5 First Bus depots at Plymouth, Tavistock, Dartmouth, Hereford and Newcastle 
under Lyme depots close; many Devon services transfer to Stagecoach. 

2015 Sep  5 TfL route 312 (Croydon–Norwood Junction) becomes London’s first all-electric 
bus route, using Optare MetroCity single-deck vehicles operated by Arriva. 

2015 Sep  6 Scotrail reopens Border Railway to public, Tweedbank (Galashiels)–Edinburgh 
(royal opening Sep 9). 

2015 Sep 20 First Great Western begins its direct rail franchise operation with rebranding as 
GWR (Pentagram, design consultants). Station name signs are slab serif. 

2015 Sep 20 Rebuilt Birmingham New Street station concourse officially opens (with 
associated Grand Central retail development on Sep 24). 

2015 Sep 25 Southern National name reregistered to JJP Holdings (South West) Ltd, 
Weston-super-Mare (bus operator’s licence Feb 2016). 

2015 Sep 26 Virgin Atlantic ceases operation of “Little Red” internal flights with last flights on 
Heathrow–Scotland routes. 

2015 Oct  2 Chancellor announces that Sheffield City Region will have an elected mayor 
responsible for transport budgets from 2017. 

2015 Oct  5 Chancellor announces creation of a National Infrastructure Commission chaired 
by Lord Adonis. 

2015 Oct  6 Manchester Victoria officially ‘reopened’ after major rebuilding of National Rail 
and Metrolink platforms. 

2015 Oct 15 LUL’s first inclined passenger lift inaugurated, Greenford station. 

2015 Oct 21 Metroline launches BYD battery-electric double-deck bus for TfL route 16. 

2015 Oct 26 Chiltern Railways begin Oxford Parkway–Bicester Village–Marylebone 
passenger service via new Bicester Chord (revenue passengers carried on trial 
services Oct 25). 

2015 Nov 16 Liberty Global shareholders agree acquisition of last remaining operations (in 
South America) of Cable & Wireless (approved 21 Apr 2016). 

2015 Nov 23 Go-Ahead awarded contract by Singapore Land Transport Authority to operate 
bus services in Loyang district wef 3rd quarter 2016. 

2015 Nov 25 Report from Sir Peter Hendy to the Secretary of State for Transport on the 
replanning of Network Rail’s investment programme. 



2015 Nov 30 GWR commences trial carriage of live lobsters Penzance–Paddington on 
passenger trains. 

2015 Dec  4 Forth Road Bridge closed for emergency repairs. Reopened Dec 22 for light 
vehicles. 

2015 Dec  6 Midland Metro extended to Bull Street, Birmingham with street running. 

2015 Dec  9 Transport Secretary announces award of Northern Rail passenger service 
franchise to Arriva Rail North (Deutsche Bahn AG) and renewed First 
TransPennine Express franchise wef 1 Apr 2016. 

2015 Dec 10 Stagecoach Supertram (Sheffield) officially launches Vossloh Espana class 399 
Citylink tram-train vehicles. 

2015 Dec 13 National Express begins operating local train services in North Rhine-
Westphalia. 

2015 Dec 14 Network Rail new Farnworth Tunnel opens to traffic. 

2015 Dec 19 Last London Underground ticket offices on lines wholly operated by LU 
(Aldgate East, St James’s Park and Upton Park) close. 

2015 Dec 24 Last coal leaves a British mine by rail when DB Schenker 66 118 hauls a train 
from the stockpile at UK Coal’s Kellingley Colliery (1965), North Yorkshire, to 
Drax Power Station (last departure on Dec 18, the deep mine’s last day of 
operation, hauled by 66 118). 

2015 Dec 31 West Coast Main Line closed due to scour damage at Lamington Viaduct 
caused by Storm Frank (reopened 22 Feb 2016). 

 


