
RCHS NW Group Pre-Christmas Lunch 

Roaches Lock Inn, Mossley, 6
th

 December 2018  

Suggested Travel Options 

Group Dep. 
Piccadilly 

Arr. 
Stalybridge 

Arr. 
Mossley 

Arr.  
Roaches Lock 

Notes 

Walkers 10:17 10:29 -- 12:45 (approx.) 3.5 miles canal walk to Roaches Lock Inn 

Non-walkers (1)       11:47 -- 12:04 12:30 (approx.) #354 bus (12:14; Mossley Station Stop B) 
- arrives Roaches Lock at 12:15 (approx.) 

Non-walkers (2) Bus: #343 bus leaving Hyde at 11:31 or Oldham Mumps at 11:50. Both arrive Roaches Lock close to 12:15.  

Car Users Arrive at Roaches Lock Inn between 12:30 & 12:45 (car park is adjacent to pub beside the canal lock) 

Lunch Served at 1:00pm 
Roaches Lock Inn, 387 Manchester Road, Mossley, Ashton-under-Lyne, OL5 9BB (tel: 01457 837151) 
Useful Phone Numbers: Roger Brice (07702 303242, 07469 774974); Gerald Leach (07714 571464) 

WALK NOTES: HUDDERSFIELD NARROW CANAL 

Selected Canal Statistics 

Act: 1794.  Opened:  Ashton-Stalybridge 1796 

                                      Huddersfield-Slaithwaite 1796 

                                      Stalybridge-Dobross (Wool Road) 1797 

                                      Slaithwaite- Marsden 1798  

                                      Marsden-Dobcross (Wool Road) 1811                     

Length:  20 miles (Peak Forest Canal, Ashton to Sir John Ramsden’s Canal, Huddersfield)  

Locks (narrow): 32 locks on West, 42 on East – locks numbered from Ashton & Huddersfield towards Standedge Tunnel 

Tunnels: Stalybridge (198 yd; later opened out), Scout (220 yd), Standedge (3 miles 176 yds; 3 miles 418 yd from 1894) 

Cost: £400,000. Typical Dividend: 2%. Highest Tonnage in year: c170, 000 

Closed: 1940; Abandoned: 1944; Re-opened: 2001 

A Short History of the Canal  

Huddersfield had been reached by waterway in 1776 with the completion of Sir John Ramsden’s Canal, better known as the 

Huddersfield Broad Canal. To the west the Ashton Canal had opened as an isolated waterway in 1796 but was not connected to 

the national network until the Rochdale Canal opened through Manchester in 1800. Nevertheless in May 1793, in anticipation of 

the Ashton Canal's completion, gentlemen meeting at the George Inn in Huddersfield had enthusiastically supported the 

proposal to link the Huddersfield Broad Canal with the Ashton Canal. 

The Acts for the Rochdale and Huddersfield Narrow Canals were both dated 4th April 1794 but, whereas the Rochdale was fully 

open by 1804, the Narrow struggled to make progress. Standedge Tunnel proved particularly difficult and work stopped for a 

while until Thomas Telford was brought in to advise how to proceed. It finally opened on 4th April 1811 but was never as 

successfully commercially successful as the Rochdale. Like the Rochdale, however, through traffic on the Narrow was frustrated 

through gauge differences: full length narrowboats could not negotiate the broad, but short, locks of the Broad Canal. Although 

short narrowboats were built which could go through, their payload was inevitably limited. Corners had been cut as limited 

funds constrained construction and the Narrow canal, as built, required higher than usual maintenance. Additionally traffic was 

beset from time to time by floods and droughts. Shareholders were paid a modest dividend for about 10 years in the 1830s but 

the proprietors were probably relieved when the Huddersfield & Manchester Railway included in their Act powers to buy the 

canal. The purchase was agreed in 1844. The H&M Railway became part of the L&NWR in 1847, and the canal remained in 

railway hands through to its closure in 1944. 

Leisure usage of canals was boosted by the 1968 Transport Act and, like the Rochdale, a society was formed in 1974 to promote 

full restoration of the Huddersfield Narrow Canal. The Huddersfield Canal Society strove successfully to achieve its objective 

with restoration work commencing in 1981 and the canal fully reopened in 2001. Nevertheless with the continuing constraints 

of water supply and operation of Standedge Tunnel, usage has yet to reach its full potential. Even so restoration has produced a 

much appreciated public amenity and has contributed to regeneration of local communities on both sides of the Pennines. 

 

 

 

These Notes are intended solely for the use of RCHS members on the day of the event. Roger Brice, 2
nd

 December 2018. 



Restoration: Stalybridge to Mossley 

In the years of abandonment (1944-1981) development had obliterated the line of the canal through Stalybridge and a scheme 

was drawn up to divert the canal via the River Tame. As the principal premises blocking the original line had become vacant and, 

fortuitously, it was possible to rebuild the canal without deviation – see www.penninewaterways.co.uk/huddersfield/hnc53.htm 

and it became the focus of regeneration through the town centre. The canal was re-opened in 2001. Of note are: 

a) Almost the whole course of the canal from between locks 4W and 7W had been filled in and some of it built on. 

b) Lock 7W was too near the widened road for the balance beams so the bottom third was abandoned, and a new top third 

built, thus moving the lock about 20ft eastwards. 

c) Immediately below the road bridge are apartments (once a warehouse) and then a Tesco store (which contributed directly 

to the restoration finances). 

d) Lock 6W was buried and was re-sited some 200yds to the west.  

e) The line under Melbourne Street Bridge had become a footpath 

f) Back Melbourne Street had been built post-closure. The new bridge was imported in pieces by lorry. 

g) Lock 5 was almost buried but its masonry was nearly intact. Next to it a 1960’s leisure centre was demolished. 

h) The canal from Bayley Street to Caroline Street (Bridge 102) and Lock 4W required restoration – much of the 1.5 miles of 

canal from the junction with the Ashton Canal to Bayley Street (west of Lock 4W) had been restored in the 1980’s 

“The result is that the canal is now on the level through Armentieres Square so that on the balmy summer evenings so common in 

Stalybridge one may relax and enjoy a glass of wine next to the water.” (Ian Moss, June 2018) 

 

   

                Left: The Council bought the route of the canal in 1967. The water was 

piped and the canal infilled in the town centre. This view, in the town 

centre, is looking towards Melbourne Street. The tall building on the 

left was part of the Bridgewater Navigation Company depot.  

Below: By the 1990s there was no evidence there had ever been a 

canal at Armentieres Square. There is today! 
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http://www.penninewaterways.co.uk/huddersfield/hnc53.htm


       

 

   

 

                                                                                           

The largest project on the Huddersfield Narrow Canal paid for by the Derelict Land Grant scheme was the rebuilding of the 

canal west of Lock 4W, between Bayley St and Caroline St. (Not an exact “before & after” pair of photographs, but close.)  

Above Left:  Pre-restoration between Caroline St & Bayley St. Right: Looking east towards Caroline Street Bridge and Lock 4W. 

Because the factories on the route had closed the canal was able to be built close to the original line through Stalybridge. 

Both of the above photographs show the canal between Armentieres Square and Mottram Road (Bridge 99). The building in 

the photograph to the right is the Tesco store. The canal through Stalybridge (eastwards from Bayley Street) was restored 

during the 1990s and completed and opened in 2001. 

Left: Millbrook Sidings (OS Map 1964-65). The major difference from earlier maps is  

the arrival of Hartshead power station, west of the River Tame, and labelled as ‘Works’  

(OS ‘security treatment’ policy). Associated with the power station was the construction 

of sidings to receive coal and an elevated coal conveyor, which crosses the Micklehurst 

Loop and sidings, connecting the works east of the sidings with the power station. The 

site of Staley & Millbrook Station (closed 1909) is at the bottom of the map. There were 

extensive sidings to the north. 

Above Right: Looking eastwards from Lock 8W towards the new stone bridge between 

Heyrod and Millbrook. Remains of the overhead enclosed coal conveyor belt and the 

‘Works’ at the sidings are visible in the distance. The power station site is to the left. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

      

   

Hartshead Power Station was alongside the west side of the canal (by Lock 8W). Coal for the power station was delivered to 

Millbrook railway sidings , situated on the opposite side of the canal on the Micklehurst Line. The sidings were built in 1932 

and had space to hold up to 130 12-ton wagons. Coal was fed into a hopper underneath the sidings before being 

transported on an enclosed conveyor belt which emerged high above the valley to cross the canal and the River Tame 

before entering the power station site. The power station was closed in 1979 and replaced by a large sub-station complex.  

Right: Looking north towards Lock 8W, Jan 2004 (Ian Hart) with the  

sub- station site to the left. This building of a canal under a pylon is  

believed to be unique. 

Below: The canal was filled in when the sub-station was built. The  

route of the canal is clear under the pylon. Lock 8W is behind the  

camera. The sub-station site is just visible to the right of the picture. 

 

 

After Derelict Land Grants became available work took place on several 

schemes along the canal in the early 1990s. Restoration of locks had 

become straightforward but not so in the case of Lock 12W. Between the 

lock and Scout Tunnel, the hillside had slipped into the canal. A large area 

of hillside had to be removed and a completely new channel built between 

the lock and the tunnel. 

Left: Looking north towards Lock 12W from Scout Tunnel. The lock is in the 

centre of the picture. 

Below: Looking south towards Scout Tunnel from Lock 12W. The contrast 

between the centre ground of this photograph and the foreground of the 

other well illustrates the work that had to be done. 

 

  

Many of the photographs in these notes are taken from ‘The Huddersfield Narrow Canal: Two Hundred Years in the Life of a Waterway, 

by Keith Gibson & Denis Finnis, Horizon Press, 2010’. This book contains many excellent photographs showing the canal before, during 

and after renovation. It would make a valuable addition to the book collection of any member of the RCHS. (Roger Brice, 1
st

 Dec 2018) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_sidings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huddersfield_Narrow_Canal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micklehurst_Line

