
Memorable Canal Visits 

 Rochdale Canal, Calder & Hebble Navigation and Huddersfield Narrow Canal Tour 

RCHS North East & North West Group Joint Coach Tour Event: Thursday 28
th

 June 2018 

After leaving the two pick up locations - Stockport Station and Rochdale Station – the coach will follow, as closely as 

possible, the Rochdale Canal to its terminus at Sowerby Bridge where it joins the Calder & Hebble Navigation. There 

will be the option of a buffet lunch at the refreshment room at Sowerby Bridge Station before walking to view the 

area around the canal junction and basin.  We will then rejoin the coach and proceed, following the Calder & Hebble 

Navigation to Salterhebble Locks. There will be time to walk around the site at the junction of the C&H Navigation 

and the Halifax Branch Canal. 

The tour then leaves the C&H Navigation to cross over front and then follow the route of the Huddersfield Narrow 

Canal to Stalybridge. Along the way we will stop at Marsden, parking at the National Trust Visitor Office from where 

there will be an opportunity to walk to view the Standedge canal and railway tunnels – or, alternatively to stroll in 

the opposite direction to view the locks. 

Then crossing over Standedge the route leaves the Colne Valley to rejoin the canal as it follows the Tame Valley 

towards Manchester.  

Options for train return journeys will be provided by the coach stopping at Stalybridge before returning to Stockport. 

We would like to thank Keith Noble and Ian Moss for their contributions to the itinerary (route & viewing stops) and 

to these Tour Notes. 

 

 

 

Please note that these notes are intended for the use of RCHS members and guests on the day of the tour. 

They should not be stored in any retrieval system that is accessible to non-members of the RCHS.  

Roger Brice (on behalf of the NE Group & NW Group Committees), 26
th

 June 2018. 



ROCHDALE CANAL 

                        

The Rochdale Canal runs for 33 miles from Manchester (junction with the Bridgewater Canal) to Sowerby Bridge. It 

opened in stages between 1794 & 1804 and was the last of the three trans-Pennine canals to start but the first to be 

finished and open to navigation over its full length. The Leeds & Liverpool opened between 1770 & 1816, and the 

Huddersfield Narrow Canal between 1794 & 1811. 

Even before the Calder & Hebble Navigation reached Sowerby Bridge in 1770 thoughts were turned to extending the 

navigation over the Pennines and on to Manchester. Crossing the Pennines would have been a challenge by any 

route but the question was whether to follow the relatively easy but longer route up the Calder Valley and down to 

Rochdale or a shorter but more demanding line up the Ryburn Valley from Sowerby Bridge, through a 4-mile tunnel 

beneath Blackstone edge and thence to join the Manchester Bolton & Bury Canal at Bury. Bills for both proposals 

went before Parliament in 1793/94 but only that for the Rochdale route was enacted. Rennie and Jessop were the 

engineers. Although promoted as a narrow canal Parliament directed that it should be broad and it opened in 1804. 

Despite the parallel railway the canal prospered through to the late 19th. Century but declined rapidly after WW1 

and, apart from the section through Manchester, was abandoned in 1952. Slowly it was recognised for its potential 

as a leisure waterway, restoration started in 1974 and it was fully reopened in 2002.  

Although the Rochdale Canal is broad like the C&HN, its locks are 72ft long compared to the C&HN's 57ft. 6ins and its 

draught is only 4ft. compared to the C&HN's 5ft. Thus a fully laden C&HN boat could not continue on the Rochdale 

without reducing its load. Recesses were made in the lock walls for duplicate bottom gates so that C&HN boats could 

pass with the minimum of lockage water but there is no evidence that these were used. 

Nevertheless boats to Rochdale size and full length narrowboats could use the top pound of the C&HN as far as 

Salterhebble Basin. There were 92 locks between Manchester and Sowerby Bridge, now reduced to 91 as Nos 3 & 4 

have been combined. Through traffic petered out before WW2 and residual movements at both ends had finished by 

the 1950s. Closure was effected by the Rochdale Canal Act 1952 but. the section through Manchester was saved.  

Restoration of the whole canal was initiated with the formation of the Rochdale Canal in 1974 and continued with 

the support of local authorities and government job creation schemes. It was restored to a navigable state in stages 

from the mid-1980s until full restoration with millennium funding in 2002. 

Abandonment of the nine lock section of the Rochdale through Manchester was delayed till the Ashton Canal could 

be closed too but vigorous campaigning ensured that this did not happen despite that canal becoming derelict. 

Attempts for the canal to be taken over by the L&Y Railway were thwarted by Parliament and the Rochdale Canal 

Company was not nationalised and remained independent. Even after traffic finished, the company was able to pay a 

   Summit Tunnel: Southern Portal 



dividend on account of its property interests. Eventually it was taken over by Town Centre Securities which still hold 

the freehold. As part of the restoration process  British Waterways took a 125-year lease on the canal and it is now 

administered by their successors, the Canal & River Trust, 

Summit 

The village of Summit is aptly named. As the canal crosses its summit level, without the use of a tunnel,  it is very 

close to the road (to our right). To the left, in the village, is the entrance to Summit railway tunnel with its distinctive 

pyramid-like hill above.  

Hebden Bridge 

Fifty years ago Hebden Bridge, a depressed textile town, became noted for its colony of hippies but its dramatic 

topography and history naturally transformed it into the tourist destination it is now. Here was the first section of 

the canal to be fully restored and that has contributed significantly to the town's renaissance. Boats, boat trips and, 

in the centrally sited dry dock, DIY maintenance, have all contributed to the attractions of the place. 

Sowerby Bridge (Rochdale Canal) 

Here the Rochdale Canal ends in a right angle junction with the Calder & Hebble Navigation. To the left is  the 

terminal basin of the C&HN; to the right the canal (C&HN) goes to Wakefield. The principal points of interest are the 

canal junction, the extensive warehouses at the terminus of the C&HN now in leisure use), and the Rochdale Canal 

locks 1 &2. Lock 2 is often overwhelmed with water from lock 3&4 (Tuel Lane) which is one deep lock. 

 The former West Riding County Council took advantage of the closed Rochdale Canal to divert Tule Lane onto a new 

line which obliterated Lock No.3. This presented a major challenge to restoration which was addressed by replacing 

locks 3 & 4 by one lock with a depth of 19ft 9inches deep. This had been done before on the Kennet & Avon Canal in 

Bath but the new lock in Sowerby Bridge is about ½” deeper, making it the deepest on the inland network. 

Pollit & Wigzell built mill steam engines in their Sowerby Bridge works backing onto the Rochdale Canal. 

Sowerby Bridge (Calder Hebble Navigation) 

Sowerby Bridge was not the originally intended terminus but in its final form the canal was extended there partly in 

order to enlarge the size of the summit pound, thereby increasing water capacity and partly to connect with the 

turnpike from Rochdale. Wakefield Road (A6026) had not been built at that time and the canal avoided the need to 

haul goods for easterly destinations up the steep hill to King Cross and down again to Salterhebble. However, the 

line to Sowerby Bridge as originally built was only generally one boat wide with passing places. It was widened later 

in anticipation of increased traffic after the Rochdale Canal was completed in 1794. 

Warehouses were built around the basin at Sowerby Bridge at an early date, probably those known as No.2, and 

No.4, with wet dock. The Salt Warehouse, No.3, with its integral covered loading dock was built by the C&HN about 

1798 in anticipation of the Rochdale Canal’s arrival, and No.1 was a 19th century addition. No. 4 Warehouse still has a 

canal function as the base for Shire Cruisers but the others have now been redeveloped for new uses. 

The Rochdale Canal Manager lived at Calder House, fronting the north side of the basin. A cut away corner at the 

back of one of its outbuildings indicates the line of the turnpike which preceded the later Wharf Street/Bolton Brow 

(A58). Later this was to become the home and HQ of Albert Wood, the last major carrier on the Rochdale Canal. Also 

fronting this side of the basin are the former Bolton Brow Methodist Church and its Sunday School. The main 

building, five storeys high, incorporated stabling and a hay loft for canal horses in its two bottommost levels. 

In addition to general cargo business, boats were built at Sowerby Bridge, including narrowboats, one of which, 

‘Reggie’ was named after Reginald Wood, Albert’s son. Its launching at the junction between the C&HN and the 

Rochdale Canal, now known as ‘Kirkham Turn’, was photographed for posterity. 



                                                                                                    Sowerby Bridge Station and Surrounding Area 

 

Top: Railway Station (1876); Centre: Wharf (date unknown, pre-railway); Bottom: Goods Yard & Engine Shed. Map: OS, 1906 (oldmaps.co.uk) 

There have been four stations at Sowerby Bridge. The original, build in 1840, was 3 furlongs closer to Manchester 

than the second station (opened 1876) built to accommodate the Rishworth Branch. The branch (closed in 1958) 

went off on the left hand side, just to the east of the station and immediately entered a tunnel. The 1876 station 

building was destroyed by a fire in 1978. 

 

 

 



CALDER & HEBBLE NAVIGATION 

Sowerby Bridge to Salterhebble 

Sowerby Bridge wharf is approached through Chain Bridge, so called because of the chain put across to prevent 

boats moving on Sundays. This impediment was the subject of much bad feeling between the sabatarian C&HN Co. 

on the one hand and the less pious boatmen and the Rochdale Canal Co. on the other. The bridge, which was shown 

merely as an accommodation bridge in 1806, carries Chapel Lane towards the larger cast iron Gas Works Bridge of 

1815 spanning the river Calder. The Navigation PH nearby predates the canal and has, with dubious authority, been 

described as a former manor house. 

The next bridge, rebuilt with concrete in the early 1970s, complements the much older Mearclough Bridge over the 

river. In 1771 Smeaton investigated the cause of a landslip near Mearclough Bridge affecting the canal and 

recommended construction of a sough or adit to drain water from the hillside. By the mid-1980s this had become 

blocked and the land was once again slipping into the canal. Wakefield Road (A6026) above was protected by piling 

and later, as the canal continued to suffer, the waterway was put into a concrete trough which appears to have 

resolved the problem. Smeaton’s culvert had been blocked and was discovered in the course of these works but its 

significance was not recognised in time to save a lot of superfluous expenditure. 

Once upon a time there were mills fronting both sides of the next curved section of canal forming a particularly 

evocative scene of West Riding industry. The stone buildings, five storeys high, defined a dark, satanic chasm which 

could well have inspired Bunyan’s Jerusalem had he seen it. After several fires in the 1970s and 80s, only a few large 

stones and the former offices, now a house, remain. 

Sterne Mills, about a mile from Salterhebble, were until 2002 a wireworks but had previously been flour mills. There 

are connections with Laurence Sterne who was born at Wood Hall nearby. One of Brindley’s options for this section 

of canal was to cross the Calder on the level above the mill weir and continue on the south side to terminate on the 

River Ryburn in Sowerby Bridge at its confluence with the Calder. Twenty years later the Bury & Sladen Canal Bill lost 

to the Rochdale Canal but might perhaps have been in a better position to succeed had the C&HN followed the 

south side of the Calder Valley, making connection easier. The site of Sterne Mills and land on both sides of the river 

is being developed for housing and industrial uses. 

Beyond Copley the canal is crossed by the West Riding Union Rly. Viaduct (later L&Y) carrying its line from Sowerby 

Bridge to Dryclough Junction and opened in 1852. It now carries Leeds-Bradford-Halifax-Manchester/Preston-

Blackpool services. The iron bridge over the canal just above the top lock carried the M&L Rly’s branch from North 

Dean to Halifax opened in 1844. Occasional passenger services lingered till the late 1980s but, with the reopening of 

Brighouse Station in May 2000, regular services over the branch resumed with an hourly service between Bradford, 

Halifax and Huddersfield. Since 2007 these have been supplemented by Grand Central trains to London.  

Salterhebble Basin and Halifax Branch 

¾ mile north of the top lock, Salterhebble basin was constructed at the foot of Salterhebble Hill on the Sheffield-

Halifax turnpike to serve Halifax, the primary object of the C&HN’s conception. It comprised a large warehouse 

abutting the end of the basin and various smaller unidentified buildings. In 1828 the navigation was extended from 

Salterhebble by 14 locks to Halifax itself – a distance of 2 miles. To appease mill owners, all the water for the 

extended branch had to be pumped to the summit, for which purpose an adit was driven into the hillside below 

Siddal where a beam engine pumped the water into a reservoir. By gravity this fed the summit basin sited on what is 

now Nestlé’s (formerly Rowntree’s’, formerly Mackintoshes’) toffee works just east of Halifax railway station.  

With the extension of the canal to Halifax, the importance of Salterhebble declined and, in any case, the works had 

necessitated substantial alterations to the layout. A dry dock was built on what had been the original line of the 

canal and a textile mill replaced the large warehouse. Now the site has been redeveloped again as a pub and motel. 

Only one building survives from the canal era. The canal extension was abandoned during WW2 and the beam 



engine cut up for scrap to help the war effort. The line of the disused canal is now a public footpath designated as 

the Hebble Trail. Walkers can see a few remnants of the canal, of which the bridge beneath Salterhebble Hill (A629) 

and the aqueduct over the Hebble Brook are the most complete. The Pumphouse at Siddal is now used for auto 

repairs but the but the Pumphouse Keeper’s Cottage is threatened with demolition after listing was refused and the 

boilerhouse is long gone. 

Brooksmouth (Salterhebble) 

What is now known as 'Salterhebble Locks' was originally referred to as 'Brooksmouth', 'Salterhebble' being reserved 

for the original terminal basin (see above) 

Smeaton had planned to canalise the Hebble Brook with three separate locks up to Salterhebble Basin (see above). 

As built by Brindley, however, there were three locks in a straight line at Brooksmouth, namely the existing top lock, 

a second immediately below it forming a two-rise staircase and a third leading up from the river Calder. Despite the 

effective reservoir capacity of the top pound, water supply was a problem and, after Brindley’s death, Smeaton was 

called back to advise. In 1781 he recommended replacing the lower chamber of the staircase with two separate 

locks, one which is now the middle lock and the other, now vanished, making four locks in all. These alterations were 

carried out in 1783 under William Jessop’s supervision. 

We don't know much about the relationship between Smeaton and Brindley but as Smeaton reputedly gave 

parliamentary evidence against Brindley's Barton Aqueduct and Brindley had altered Smeaton's plans for 

Brooksmouth and Salterhebble, Smeaton may have indulged in a wry smile when he changed Brindley's 

Brooksmouth arrangement. 

When the top reach of river navigation was replaced by canal in about 1810, the two lower locks were abandoned 

and replaced by the present guillotine lock with its aqueduct over Hebble Brook. The guillotine gate was put in to 

accommodate road widening in 1938 and the aqueduct, originally wooden, was reconstructed in concrete in the 

mid-1980s. 

 
                            Salterhebble Bottom Lock with guillotine gate, 1980 (tonycanalpictures.co.uk) 



 

 

The Calder & Hebble Navigation and the Huddersfield Canals 

When most of the Huddersfield Narrow Canal was closed by the LMS Railway in 1944, the bottom pounds and the 

whole of the Broad Canal were transferred to the C&HN company. 

 

 



HUDDERSFIELD NARROW CANAL 

Huddersfield had been reached by waterway in 1776 with the completion of Sir John Ramsden’s Canal, better known 

as the Huddersfield Broad Canal. To the west the Ashton Canal had opened as an isolated waterway in 1796 but was 

not connected to the national network until the Rochdale Canal opened through Manchester in 1800. Nevertheless 

in May 1793, in anticipation of the Ashton's completion, gentlemen meeting at the George Inn in Huddersfield had 

enthusiastically supported the proposal to link the Broad with the Ashton. 

The acts for the Rochdale and Narrow Canals were both dated 4th. April 1794 but, whereas the Rochdale was fully 

open by 1804, the Narrow struggled to make progress. Standedge Tunnel proved particularly difficult and work 

stopped for a while until Thomas Telford was brought in to advise how to proceed. It finally opened on 4th. April 

1811 but was never as successfully commercially successful as the Rochdale. Like the Rochdale, however, through 

traffic was frustrated but gauge differences.  Full length narrowboats could not negotiate the broad but short locks 

of the Broad Canal. Although short narrowboats were built which could go through, their payload was inevitably 

limited. Corners had been cut as limited funds constrained construction and the canal as built required higher than 

usual maintenance. Additionally traffic on the canal was beset from time to time by floods and droughts. 

Shareholders were paid a modest dividend for about 10 years in the 1830s but the proprietors were probably 

relieved when the Huddersfield & Manchester Railway included in their act powers to buy the canal and the 

purchase was effected in 1845. The H&M Railway became part of the L&NWR and the canal remained in railway 

hands through to its closure in 1944. As stated above the most easterly pounds were transferred to the C&HN, finally 

being abandoned by British Waterways in 1966. 

Leisure usage of canals was boosted by the 1968 Transport Act and like the Rochdale, a society was formed in 1974 

to promote full restoration. The Huddersfield Canal Society successfully strove to achieve its objective and the canal 

was fully reopened in 2001. Nevertheless with the continuing constraints of water supply and operation of 

Standedge Tunnel usage has yet to reach its full potential. Even so restoration has produced a much appreciated 

public amenity and has contributed to regeneration of local communities on both sides of the Pennines. 

Huddersfield 

Sections of the canal had been built upon during the years of abandonment and restoration entailed  the 

construction of two tunnels. One of these, immediately above Queen Street remains whilst the other was opened 

out after a few years so that the canal forms a feature of the new Huddersfield Technical College. Views of the canal 

between Huddersfield and Marsden are fitful. Leaving Huddersfield it should be possible to see the (moved in 

restoration) lock 4, and the site of two closed factories. The restored canal tunnelled under the factories but has 

subsequently been opened. Also note the viaduct carrying the railway from Huddersfield to Penistone and Barnsley. 

Slaithwaite 

Through Slaithwaite the canal had been filled in and in its restored form it follows a narrow channel through the 

town centre. 

Marsden & The Standedge Tunnels 

The warehouse and canal workshops near the Marsden portal of Standedge Canal Tunnel have been converted into 

a visitor centre, the base for public trips into and through the tunnel. Tunnel End cottages accommodate a cafe and 

meeting room. The tunnels and the Visitor Centre are a walk of 900yds along the canal towpath.  

There are four tunnels at Standedge of which the canal tunnel is the oldest. It is also the longest (5,000m), highest 

(196 m. AOD) and deepest (194m below ground) tunnel on any of the UK canals. The other three are railway tunnels, 

two single line and now abandoned opened in 1848 and 1871 respectively, and the still live, double track tunnel of 

1894. 



  

History of Standedge Railway Tunnels 

Work started on the first of three Standedge railway 

tunnels in November 1846. Two years later it was 

completed at a cost of £201,608. The work was done in 

candlelight and used over 150,000 lbs of candles, 

costing over three and a half thousand pounds. The full 

length of the railway tunnel was 3 miles and 60 yards. 

The line opened for business on 1st August 1849, when 

the L & N W Railway Company issued its first timetable 

for Saddleworth. A second railway tunnel was finished 

in 1870 and a third one in 1894. Standedge is unique in 

having four tunnels that run almost parallel to each 

other under the moors. The canal and railway tunnels 

remain one of the greatest feats of British engineering 

because of the enormous task of carrying water 

through the Saddleworth hills. In 1847 a large water 

wheel was erected at Diggle Mill, the brainchild of 

William Broadbent. The Standedge Canal Tunnel is the 

longest, highest and deepest canal tunnel in Britain. It 

runs under the Pennine Hills for a distance of 5,029 

meters to join the West Yorkshire village of Marsden to 

the Greater Manchester village of Diggle. It was initially 

estimated that the work would take 5 years, but in the 

end it was 16 years before the longest canal tunnel in 

Britain was to open. With the railways taking traffic 

away from the canals, the Huddersfield Canal fell into 

slow decline. The last commercial boat passed through 

the tunnel in 1921. The canal was officially closed in 

1944 although a boat, "Ailsa Craig", struggled through 

in 1948, being the last boat to make a complete 

passage along the canal before the lock gates were 

removed in the 1950s. A maintenance boat remained 

on the summit level for carrying out inspections and 

basic maintenance within Standedge Tunnel. In 1961 

and 1962 this boat took groups of canal enthusiasts 

through the tunnel. But in time parts of the roof 

became unstable and some sections collapsed, making 

navigation impossible. By the time funding eventually 

became available to restore the tunnel, it had become 

a major operation, with some sections needing to be 

stabilised with rock bolts and others to be lined with 

concrete. 10,000 tons of silt and 3,000 tons of fallen 

rocks had to be removed. On May 1st, 2001 the tunnel 

was open to boats once more, after restoration costing 

more than £5,000,000. When the tunnel was originally 

opened in 1811, the cost of construction had been 

£123,804 .Today the 1894 tunnel is still used as an 

emergency escape route and for emergency vehicles to 

pass through if and when required. The connecting 

adits were used for transporting construction spoil 

created during the building of the railway tunnel. 

 

Visitor Centre 

(accessed by 

 footbridge) 

Coach Park 

 



Standedge Canal Tunnel passes through a variety of geological formations and as much of it is unlined these can be 

clearly seen by people passing through. Built as a single bore the craggy rocks require boats to be navigated with 

care and, in the days before motors, the uneven surface made legging in the unlined sections tricky. 

When the railway tunnels were built spoil was taken through side adits and loaded onto boats for disposal. These 

adits are still there and, with the remaining ventilation shafts contribute towards maintaining a supply of air, albeit 

contaminated with diesel fumes and, these days, occasionally steam. 

Diggle 

To accommodate the railway, Standedge Canal Tunnel was extended to its present Diggle portal cutting off a loop in 

the original alignment which can still be seen on the far side of the tracks, by the bus turn round near the Diggle 

Hotel. 

Dobcross 

Except for the Diggle flight and Standedge Tunnel the canal had been opened by 1799. Through traffic had to be 

transhipped to carts and pack horses for carriage between Dobcross and Marsden for the ten or so years until the 

tunnel had been completed. The Transhipment Warehouse at Dobcross survives and at present houses the offices of 

the Huddersfield Canal Society.  

Stalybridge 

In the years of abandonment development had obliterated the line of the canal through Stalybridge and a scheme 

was drawn up to divert the canal via the River Tame. As it transpired the principal premises blocking the original line 

became vacant and, fortuitously, it was possible to rebuild the canal without deviation as the focus of regeneration 

through the town centre. Of note are: 

a) Almost the whole course of the canal from between locks 7W and 4W had been filled in and some of it built on. 

b) Lock 7W was too near the widened road for the balance beams so the bottom third was abandoned, and a new 

top third built, thus moving the lock about 20ft eastwards. 

c) Immediately below the road bridge are apartments (once a warehouse) and then a Tesco store (which 

contributed directly to the restoration finances). 

d) Lock 6W was buried and was resited some 200yds to the west.*  

e) The line under Melbourne Street Bridge had become a footpath 

f) Back Melbourne Street had been built post-closure. The new bridge was imported in pieces by lorry. 

g) Lock 5 was almost buried but its masonry was nearly intact. Next to it a 1960’s leisure centre was demolished. 

h) Lock 4W required restoration – the 3 miles of canal from Ashton to this lock had been restored in the 1980’s. 

   
See: http://www.penninewaterways.co.uk/huddersfield/hnc5.htm 

* The result is that the canal is now on the 

level through Armentieres Square so that 

on the balmy summer evenings so 

common in Stalybridge one may relax and 

enjoy a glass of wine next to the water. 

 

 

http://www.penninewaterways.co.uk/huddersfield/hnc5.htm


SELECTED CANAL STATISTICS (courtesy of Ian Moss) 

Huddersfield Canal 

Act: 1794 

Opened:  Ashton-Stalybridge and Huddersfield-Slaithwaite 1796,  

                 Stalybridge-Wool Road (Supermall) 1797,  

                 Slaithwaite- Marsden 1798,  

                 Marsden-Woolroad 1811. 

Last Traffic: Closed 1940; Abandoned 1944; Re-opened 2001 

Length:  20 miles ( Peak Forest Canal in Ashton to Sir John Ramsden’s Canal  in Huddersfield  

No branches  

Locks (narrow) 32 locks on West, 42  on East. 

Cost £400,000 Typical Dividend 2% Highest Tonnage in year: c170, 000 

Ownership:  Canal Company till 1844, absorbed into Huddersfield & Manchester Railway from1847, London & North 

Western railway thence LMS Railway. Nationalised 1948 Now Canal & River Trust. 

Rochdale Canal 

Act: 1794  

Opened: Sowerby Bridge-Rochdale 1798,  

                in Manchester 1800       

                Rochdale-Castleton 1803  

                Castleton-Piccadilly 1804  

Last traffic: whole length 1937; in Manchester 1958 

Length 33 miles (Bridgewater Canal in Manchester to Calder & Hebble Navigation in Sowerby Bridge)  

Locks: (broad) 36 on East; 56 on West  

Two Branches: Rochdale Centre and Heywood 

 

Cost: £600,000 Typical Dividend 7%. Highest Tonnage in year: 875,000  

Ownership: Rochdale Canal Company (now part of a larger group) It still owns the canal but it is leased by four local 

authorities and maintained by Canal & River Trust. The tolls were leased to Railway Company’s c 1850-71 

Calder & Hebble Navigation  

Act: 1758. Opened: 1770 Wakefield (Aire & Calder Navigation) to Sowerby Bridge (later Rochdale Canal)  

Cost £75,000. Branch to Halifax 2 miles 14 locks (£58,000!) Typical Dividend 10%. Highest yearly tonnage: 547,000. 

The navigation flirted with other ownership but remained a company till 1947 when it was nationalised and is thus 

currently owned by the Canal & River Trust. 

Length: 22 miles. Locks: 27 (broad but short)  

Last traffic: 1981. It never closed. 



              Map of Sowerby showing key sites and the 10 minute walk from the station to the town centre courtesy of (Keith Noble). 


